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LE wits XV, 


EW 1S XV. tired to excefs with an unfortunate 
war, equally repugnant to his inclinations as to 
age, which was advancing upon him, and {till more 
fo tohis natural character of indolence and inadtivity, 
was defirous of peace at acy rate. Ruz he was op- 
pofed by Martha} Belleifl-, who had the afecndant 

over the Council, ant over the Menarch Fore 
tunately this Miniter died; and this ereun- 26 J™ 
ftance prevented hi from being reartred 179% 
We have already fpoken much of him, but fome- 
thing fill remains to be faid, “io the end of his 
Vite “he had (0 great a thare in the priocipal 
events of this reign, that we are under a pecs fity 
of giving a further account of him. He was too vni- 
B verfat 
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verfal 2 man to be at the head of any particular pro- 
feffion ; but if be were neither 2 Cooke nor a Tao- 
renne in the art of war, nor an Oxenftiern ora Riche- 
liew in politics, yet he did fome memorable things in 
both thefe branches, induftry and aStiviry were 
with him a fubftitute to extenfive talents, We have 
already feen his exploits in the army. When he had 
yotinto the miniftry, his fit attention was to reo 
jorm abufes, end to introduce a fevere difcipline in 
lieu of the remiffnefs that had prevailed there. At 
leatt he fhewed the necefliry of fuch a reformation, 
us foon as he entered into the Council; and in the 
courfe of his adainiftration, he publifhed feveral 
uteful regulations upon this matter, He wrote a 
letter in the King’s name to all the Colonels, in 
which he threatened them with difgrace from his 
Majetty, and with being deprived of their regiments, 
af they continued any longer to connive at thofe 
clandefline arrangements between officers, known by 
the name of Cacordu, by which venality ftifled e~ 
tarlation, a fordid intereft hurried thofe into retire- 
ment who were moft capable of ferving, and the 
promotions in the arniy were often put up to auction, 
ty perfons the leaft proper to fill them. By another 
cuftom, not leis pernicious, young beardlefs men of 
tank or influence, who had not feen any fervice, ufed 
to obrain regiments. 11 was fixed, that no man 
could be promoted to the rank of Colonel, till he 
had ferved feven years® ‘The Marquis of Autir 
champ was the firft who felt the effects of this regu- 
farion, In vain did Marhal Broglio, his relation, 
attempt to fereen him from it ; he could not fucceed, 

Luxury, which is ever fuppreffed, and ever reviv- 
"B again, in camps, and which is the confequence 
ef the generous and lively charafter that animates 
the French nation, and inclines them to prodigality, 
‘was now carried to an excefs infupportable to them, 


© By thie regolation of the 29th of March, 1768, it war nes 

celfary that a military man, alpiring to the cank of Colonel, 

fhould have been at lealt five yearce Captains and no mea contd 

become a Capt in till be bad ferved at lealt two years as Enfign, 

Cornet, or Lic ceneat, : 
AN 
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tnd troublefome to the army. The Marfhal 
made a famptuary law, ordering the equi- Barehs 
pages and table of theoticers to bereduced —1757° 
during the war, and in the campaigns; and the mili- 
tary men had no longer the pretence of faying they 
were ruined in the fervice. The year Fune, 
following a fecond law was iffued, more 3 JO 
fri@ and more particular, which forbad 175% 
the ufing of filver plates or difhes. He alfo caufed 
M Berryer to publi a fimilar law in his marine de~ 
partment, to regulate the table of the Captains of 
hips, and other officers of the King’s navy but. 
which was not carried into execution, from the ufual 
want of difcipline in that branch of the fervice. 

Gaming, the effet of the idlenefs prevailing in 
camps, being a continual fouree of quarrels and ruin 
mong the military, in order to refrain the cupidity 
of thofe who are unfortunately too much tormented 
with this paflion, and efpecially to difappoint the 
induftrious ativity of the fharpers it is apt to create, 
Martha) Belleifle engaged the tribunal of the Mar- 
thals of France to give out an ordonnance, 6M 
by which it was decreed, that no applicati- ri 
ons could be made to their tribunal, for ‘70% 

aming debts exceeding the fum of 1000 livres®, 

ft was forbidden to all gentlemen and military per- 

fons, under pain of imprifonment, and upon their 
word of honour, to play for any thing above thar 
fun ; and it was ordered to all thofe who had any 
demands to make, to fpecify them all in the fame 
petition, fignifying the caufe of the debts of honour, 
and other engagements required to be fulfilled. 

In caliing back the officers to the finplicity of 
conquering nations, the Marfhal did not fail to en~ 
deavour to prevent them from being afhamed of their 
uniform. He even regulated the uniform for the Ge- 
neral Officers, and they were ail obliged to wear it as 
their beft drefs. As for the reft, the pay and fub- 
fiftence of the foldiers was increafed, the appoint- 
ments of each fuperior in command were increafed 


© Upwards of forty-one pounds. 
Bz ar 
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ar Fey, St every ttep he rofe,, and he inftituted 
J+ the order of Military Merit, in favour of 

1759 thofe Officers of the King’s troops, who, 
born in a Proteftant country, could not be admitted 
into the order of Saint Lewis, on account of their 
religion. ‘The Prince of Naflau Saarbruck, and Ba- 
ron Wurmfer, were the firft received into it, the one 
Grand Croix, the other Canmandesr! 

Ta a word, we owe tothis Minifter nearly all the 
changes effected in the adminiftration of the war de- 
partment, fince the retreat of Count d’Argenfon ; to 
which changes he contributed by fuggeltions, before 
he was diredily concerned in them, Among others, 

6 Fog, We owe to him the ordonnance, fignitying, 
a0 fe. chat in future each battalion of infantry 
*757-  thould be provided with a piece of cannon, 
according to the Swedith cuftom, and that one Ser- 
jennt and three privates fhould be appointed to ma~ 
nage it, 

It has been feen by the anecdote of the Marquis 
a’ Autichamp, that Marthol Belleifle did not want 
firmefs. Count I enorcourt, Colonel of a regiment 
bearing his namé, having quitted the army without 
leave, and come to Varis, he wrote bim word that 
the King had fnperfeded him. "I he Cours Martial 
holden upon the volunrecrs of J.iege, and the regi~ 
ment of Piedmont, did honour to his inflexible feve- 
rity, ‘The officers of the firft were broken. They 
had agreed among themfelves no longer to pay their 
duty to M.de Melfort, their Colonel, who wanted 
to introduce into his regiment the new difcipline, in 
imitation of that of the Pruffian troops One (ingle 
olicer had refufed to agree to this refolution; upon 
which they had infulted him; and, being affem- 
blui, by onder of the General, to nike apologies to 
him, feveral fhots fred at once againtt this unkappy 
viStim of the fpirit of the corps, had given rife toan 
ingnett concersieg this murder. ‘Ihe perpetrators 
of it having remained concealed, in default of parti- 
cular jultice, it was neceffary to exercife a general 


one, 
The 
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The condo of the officers of the regiment of 
Piedmont had been till more atrocious. A fon of 
the famous Captain of a privateer of Marfeilles, 
known under the name of Roux de Corfe, was in 
that corns As he was very rich, he often lent mo- 
ney to his comrades, They abufed his eaty temper, 
and, although they did not return him the monies 
they had borrowed, they expeted that he fhould Ail 
continue lending. His patience was at length tired 
out, One night he was tound murdered in his tent. 
There could aot be the leaft doubt, but that this 
was the effect of fome abominable plot. Three 
Captains were condemned to the rack for non-ap- 
pearance, and forty-five more to be broken, de- 

saced from hearing arms, and from Nobility, thrown 
Into priton, &e. “ihe Marquis of Efparhes, the Co- 
Jonel, had been condemned, Ly his fentence, to im- 

rifonment for twenty years and a day. His wife, 
ing of Madame de Pompadeur’s fuite, obtained 
her hufband’s pardon, who preferved the rank of 
Colonel in chief, but without the right of appoint 
ing to the vacancies, which was given to M, de Sur- 
Javille, made fecond Colonel of the regiment. Fae 
your thus frequently eluded the patriotic zeal of the 
Martha}, who, being a man, was not without his paf- 
fions, Ambition was the ftrongeit of them ; and the 
defire of maintaining bimfelf at the head of affairs, 
often obliged him to fubniit to the inclinations, the 
injuttice, and the caprices of the favourite, 

‘One anecdote, injurious to the Marfhal’s memory, 
but which the impartiality of hiflorv wil! not allow 
usto omit, we find recorded in the hiftorical eulogi- 
um of M. de la Valliere, pronounced publicly at the 
Academy of Scierces, by M.de Fourchy, the Secre- 
tary* This Minifter, whether from a defire of in- 
fovating, or from thinking the matter more ufeful in 
the prefent circumftances, or from fome Court in- 
trigue, and to gratify a particular peffion, had a de~ 
fire to feparate the corps of artillery from that of en= 
gineers, which had been united by Count d’ Argen- 

# Thi eulogium has beee read at the Eafter meeting, the 
anh Apeil, 1779. 

B3 fon, 
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fon, for the good of the fervice that required it. 
When he bed jaid his plan before Lewis XV. ful- 
petting that M,de la Valliere, in whofe cepacity 
the King had great confidence, would be confulted, 
he apprized that General Officer of the matter, and 
promifed him thar he would immediately obtain the 
red riband for him, and foon after the Grand-Croix, 
if he would give an opinion conformable to his. This 
great Officer of artillery remained inflexible, and an- 
fwered, that his mode of thinking being diametrica!- 
Jy oppofite to hat of the Minifter, he could not con~ 
May, ‘ttl it, if bis Majefty should do him the 
5 f° honour to atk him any queftions. The 
758: feparation was not the lefs effected, 
In 4955, when it was difeuffed, whether 2 war 
thoold be commenced, or whether peace fhould be 
maintained, Marthal Belleifle was of the latter opi- 
nion, It fermed aftonifhing, that a man who had 
been eavzer for military ation all his life—who had 
for no reafon engaged France in a quarrel, in which 
fhe did not take either the moft equitable or mot 
noble fide of the queition—fhould difpley fo great a 
There of moderation, when it became neceflary to 
repel the infults of a violent and perfidious aggr fftr. 
q Re fa@ is, that he then perceived himfelf too much 
edvanced in years to command the army, and was 
unwilling that others fhould acquire a glory which 
he could not partake. When he became Minifter, 
be altered his opinion: and was feverely punithed in 
the lofs of what was moft dear to him. “1 he Count 
de Gifors, his only fon, a young warrior of the 
greatett hopes—who had lived too fhort a time to 
tender his name illuttrious, but long enough to me ke 
himfeit known and regretted-—was mortally wound- 
‘ ed ar the battle of Crevelt, fighting at the 
43 Tum, head of the carabineers, whom he com 
758 manded. "Ihe manly and rigid education 
his father bad given him, had been very fuccefsful, 
and had msde an Secomplithed young Nobleman of 
him. He was lamented even by the enemy 5 and 
the Hereditary Prince of Bronfwick, who had taken 
him prifoner, did not leave him ‘till be had breathed 
his lait. The 











OF LEWIS Xv. ’ 


The ambition of the Marthal, as it made this 
firoke the more fenfible to him, fo it likewife pro- 
cured his relief, ‘The tumult of affairs made a diver- 
fion from his grief, and thofe who did not fee him in 
his family, judged that he had no feeling. 

The end of his career was difturbed by 
another caufe of chagrin. The lettershe ‘75% 
had written to Marfhal Contades were taken by the 
enemy. Prince Ferdinand, in poblifhing them, as 
vailed himfelf of the rights of war to difclofe the 
Marfhal’s plans, increafe if poffible, the hatred of 
the enemies of France, alienate the neutral powers 
from her, and foment the jealoufy and mifunder- 
flanding between the Generals, In thefe letters 
informed by his own experience that the French 
could not long keep the conquefts gained by their 
impetuofity—in order to reap ac leatt fome advany 
tage from them, by preventing the enemy from 
e abitthiog thensfelves there, he ordered, that every 
thing fhould be plundered, facked, laid wafte, or 
burnt, This mode of carrying on the war, fo con- 
trary to the faith and generofity of the nation, 
feemed odious and abominable ; and recalled the 
memory of the horrible war of the Palatinate. The 
Palatine Minifter, and the Court of Cologne, piqued 
at feveral infulting ftrokes they found in the inter- 
cepted correfpondence complained of the expref- 
fions made ufe of againit them, and of their bein; 
fafpeSted to favour the allizs, In a word, feveral 
principal officers in the French army, who were 
fpoken of difrefpettfally, and were already little at- 
tached to the Marfhal, vowed a fecret hatred againil 
him, ‘They contributed the more effefiually to 
thwart bis operations, and afterwards imputed to him 
their faults, or the miftakes of the General. 

Eager of every kind of glory, the Marfhal was alfo 
defirous of being 2 member ot the French Academy ; 
as if the obtaining of a feat there were fufficient to 
partake of immortality, which is the device of the 
Company § he had’ not the leaft pretenfions to be 
admitted; his ftile, as well as bis language, was 

dry and carelefs, and he nev: feffed the enthofi- 
Ba afm 
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afm of literature fuficiently to proteé thofe who cul- 
tivated it, 

Having entered into the miniftry at « time when 
Gifcord fiill prevailed, though more fecretly, in the 
Church, he conduéted himfelf with dexterity between 
the two parties, and contrived to interfere as little as 
poflible with their quarrels. Policy atached him to 
the Jefuits; he had intrufted the early part of his 
fon’s education to them, and he ufed every year to 
retire atthe noviciate. But being nephew to Father 
Fouquet, one of the ornaments of the Fathers of the 
Oratory, he was fecretly inclined to the Janfenifts, 
and had'a much higher opinion of them. 

Such was this man, fo envied and fo fortunate with 
refpe& to the enjoyments of ambition, but the moi 
uahappy of mankind in his domettic concerns, for, 
after having beenat once a hufband, a brother, anda 
father, he was the only remains of his family, which 
was entirely buried in the grave along with him. In 
26 Fon, b's Jatt moments he experienced another 

1561, cate of chagrin, in being wimefs to the 

i i rifing glory of the man whom he moft de- 

tefted. 


This was the Duke of Choifeal, who, being Mi- 
nifter for foreign affairs, perfuaded the King, that, in 
order to give more weight to his negotiations, it was 
neceffary he fhould alfo be Minitler for the war de~ 
partment, He had already fubdued the favourite, 
and foon enfhyed the Monarch. He immediately 
entered into his views, fo much the more readily, as 
we have before obferved, that he was better calcus 
lated for intrigue than for military operations, 

He could farce have met with circumflances more 

08. favourable. George TI, was juft dead; 
25 OG. the Prince of Wales, bis grandfon, was a 

young Prince of a mild ani quiet difpofi- 

tion, Lord Bute, his and his mother’s favourite, be- 
ing entered into the Council, with his creatures, 
mutt of neceffity not only difapprove the German 
war, but alfo be more inclined to a peace, even 
though not adequate to the fucceffes of England, 
than to burthen himfelf with the care and condutt of. 
an 
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an embarraffing wer. Ina word, we almoft always 
fee a fucceeding reign a& in contradiation to the fv!= 
ten: and meafures of the former. Ir was therefore 
readily to be prefumed, that overtures of reconciline 
tion on the part of France would be atrended to, 
and, after having regulated every thing that cone 
cerned the preliminaries and acceffories of fuch a 
ftep, M de Buffy was fent to London, the 8M 
fame who had already negotiated there in fay. 
1755» and who, being deformed, had ac- 1755 
quired the furname of Buffy-Ragotin, to diftinguith 
him from Buffy of India, called Buily-Butin, on ace’ 
count of his extreme opulence—of whom we (hall 
have occafion to fpeak hereafter—and from the fi- 
mous Bufly-Rabutia, that amiable Courtier of the 
Court of Lewis XIV. whofe name will be more 
immorta! than that of the other two, 

The objeét of the Duke of Choifeul, who already 
began to deceive the Englith, was lefs, at this ine 
ftant, to make a peace-which would certainly have 
been verv humiliating—-than to gain time to brin; 
forward a negotiation, which he was meditating and 
digefting in filence, and upon which he founded the 
greatefl expetations Befides, he withed to be tho- 
roughly acquainted with the fpirit of the new Court ; 
and he had chofen the {py the moft proper for this 
purpofe, The old Courtiers were not the dupes of 
this proceeding ; they complained, that a meddling 
and artful penton had been admitted, with whom 
they had been much diffatisfied in the reign of the 
tate King; and particularly nurmured,. that he 
thould be permitted to come and fettle in I ondon at 
the time of the Parliamentary ele@ions. Thefe de- 
claimers agree, that they could not precifely fpecity 
the particular evil which refulted from the prefence 
of fo dangerous a negoliator.; but they make no 
doubt, that he was the fecret‘inftigator of the moti- 
ons of the Tories, From that period, according to 
thefe people, it was ventured openly to decry the 
men and the meafures to which [gland owed its 
moft fignal fucceffes. From that very period, par- 
ties were formed in favour of the prapofals of the 

B 
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Court of Verfailtes, and Mr. Pitt's party evidently 
nye way to that of St, James's in proportion to his 
rmnets and to his fincerity in the courte of the 

hegotiation 
‘Mt. de uly having infidioully introduced fome 

foreign objeas, concerning the points of conteft with 

Spain, as uifo the demands of the Emprefs Queen 

againf the King of Pruffia, Pitt rejected his propo- 

fas with haughtinefs, pretending that France had 
not at any time the right of interfering in fuch dif- 

ites with his Catholic Majetty, and that it was an 
*infult done to the honour of Great Britain, to fup- 
pofe that the could be unfaithfut to her engagements 
with her allies, and abandon the interefts of Frede- 
rick. He forcfaw, from that moment, that we were 
only endeavouring to amufe him, in order to give 
time to Spain to form 3 conneétion with France, and 
to declare herfelf. He withed to dere the manaa- 
vres of the trit of thefe powers ; and for this pur- 
pofe difpatched a courier to Lord Briftol, Ambaffa- 
dor from England to Madrid, with inftruétions to 
that Nobleman, to reprefent in the flrongeft manner 
to that Court, the furprize and indignation of his 
snater, that an humbled enemy fhouid prefume to 

interfere with his Britannic Majefty, on the part of a 

Crown a@ually in amity with him. He fummoned 

the Spanith Court to give'a categorical anfwer, whe~ 

ther they meant to preferve or to break their neutra- 

Hity, Ife recallkd Mr Stanlev from Paris, who was 

negotiating there upon the fame footing as M, de 

Bully ; to whom pafiports were given to return into 

his country ; end he took meafures for purfuing the 

war with vigour. 
eg, ,. The famous family-compa, negotiated 

‘3 4G f fecretly, that nothing of it tranfpired till 

after it was figned, was foon made public. Te con- 
tained twenty-eight articles. The Kings of France 
and Spain flipulated in it, gs much for themfelves as 

for the King of the Two Sicilics and the Infant Duke 
of Parma. They feitled in it between them a per- 
petual alliance, agreeing for the future to confider 
every power cs holtile char was an enemy to any 

one 
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one of them, and reciprocally guaranteeing to cach 
other all their poles, Seaterer part of the | 
world they might be, secording to the ftate they 
thould be in at the time when the three Crowns 
and the Duke of Parma fhould be at peace with the 
other powers; and obliging themfelves to furnith 
the neceffiry fuccours for carrying on the war joint- 
ly, and not to make peace diftindly from each o- 
ther, This treaty likewife ftipulated the fuppreffion 
of the law of efcheat in France, i favour of the 
fubjeAs of the Kings of Spain and Sicily, and an 
exprefs convention, that the fubjecte of the three 
Crowns thould enjoy, in their refpeative dominions, 
the fame rights, ‘privileges, and exemptions as the 
natives, with refpeét to navigation and commerce, 
without a poffibility of the other European powers 
being admitied into this family alliance, or of claine 
ing for their fubjeéts the fame treatment in the 
kingdoms of the three Crowns, 

Phis was the mafter piece for which the Duke of 
Choifeut applauded himfelf; not that he expetted 
any great tuccefs from this alliance, but in the hope 
that it would be the means of obtaining a lefs i; 
nominious peace. He had another obje@ in view: 
which was to caufe a diverfion, and by encresfing 
the forces of the eneinies of England, to weaken and 
divide her own. ‘Ihis was, to oblige Portugal to 
declare itfelf: if that kingdom could have been de~ 
tached from its natural ally, the latter would have 
been deprived of a confiderable fource of its riches , 
and if Portugal, on the contrary, perfifted in i 
with Great-Hritain, it was concluded, that a kingdom - 
open on all fides might eafily be fubdued. The Mi- 
nifter began by fecuring to himfelf the moft flattere 
ing rewards of his exertions, Befide the two de= 

artments for war and for foreign sffairs, with which 
¢ was already intrufted, that of the navy was alfo 
given to bim. 

The bufine(s wastoreinftate the navy.and | 
M, Berryer, who bad retained that depart- '3 0% 
ment, was got rid of by grating him the feals, which 
the King had kept fince the difgrace of M.de Mac- 

hault. 
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hault, The Duke, however, had the moderation to 
* refign part of the office for foreign affairs in fa- 
vour of Count Choifeul, lately made Minifter of 
State, and before that Ambaffador at Vienna, ‘Thus 
the department ‘till remained in is family. Befides, 
he well knew the fubmiffion which his coufin, who 
had very bad health, was weak aniindolent, would 
have to his will; and, in order to fecure this the 
more effedtually, he referved to bimfelf the moft 
eMfential part M the butines at this time, the 
correfpondence with Spain and Portugal. 
‘6 His Catholic Majefty foon expreffed his 
18 Jun, Perfonal fatisfadlion to the Duke by fend- 

Fen. ‘og him the order of the Golden Fleece. 
"The Dauphin perforimed the ceremony of invefting 

March, t's Nobleman with ic. Alittle time after 
4 March. ve was appotated by the King Colonel 
General of the Swifs and Grifons ; & poft which he 
obtrined froin his Majefty upon the refignation of 
Count d'Eu, who held it before. 

Aas foo as the Duke de Choifeul had acquired the 
marine department he paid t attention to it, and 
feemsd to endeavour to reftore life and adtivity to 
that branch of Adminiftration. The bufinefs was to 

‘ive Spain, by poteriel efforts to re-eftablith it. 
‘ provinece of Tanguedoc, which had elready 
teltitied ite veal for the King, in 1744, by offering 
tobim the regiment of Septimanie, which is maintained 
6 Now, %t 8 wn expence, gave another eximple 
75%: of patriotifm, more followed than the for- 
mer, The States affembled at Montpel- 
lier, by an unanimous deliberation, determined to 
offer ta hie Majefty a 74 gun thip. This example was 
immediately mnitated by the richeit individuals in 
Paris, and by all the bodies of the State. Mefiys. 
de Montmartel andde le Borde, the bankers of the 
Court ; de Pange and de Boullogne, Pavmatters-Ge- 
neral ot the army; Michel and le Maitre, Paymaf- 
ters uf the artillery ; Marquet aad de Boargade, con- 
traG@tors for provifions the army, affociated 
themfelves, and entered into a fubfcription for the 
conftrugtion of an 80 gun fhip, The Com anies of 
. eCOLvErs 
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Receivers General of Finances, the Farmers General, 
the Paymatters of the annuities, the fix companics of 
Merchants of the city of Paris, the city of Paris it- 
felf, the States of Bur: iy, the Admniniftrators of 
the Polts of France, the Chamber of Commerce of 
Marfeilles, and the States of Britanny ; all thefe fe- 
veral bodies engaged each of them to build a fhip 
of the line, of greater or Jefs force, according to their 
refpective abilities, The Minifter, in giving this ge- 
neral impulfe to a zeal fo efficacious, announced the 
refources of the kiigdom But thefe refources could 
not immediately repair the lofs of 37 thips of the line 
and ¢6 frigates, fultained during this war® They 
could not fill up the vacancy of twenty-five thoufand 
failors detained prifoners in England, in exchange of 
whom we had no more than twelve hundred to offer, 
In a word they could not fu ly the kingdom with 
Officers and General, the be of whom had been 
killed in a€tion, while there remained only fuch as 
had been difgraced by fhameful defeats, One Oificer 
was, however, found, who executed a bold ftroke, 
capable of intpiring Spain with @ momentary confi~ 
dence. The Chevalier de Ternay, a Captain of a 
ship, with a fquadron of only two fhips of the line 
and two frigates ¢, arrived at the Bay 
des Tereaux, in the ifand of Newfound 24 June 
Jand, and landed there with 1500 men, under the ore 
ders of Count Havffonville, who feized upon the 
towns of St. John and Placentia, and upon the whole 
ifland ; butthis wasno more than a gleam of fuc- 
cefs; before three months were clapfed, the Englifh 
hd sonnel ‘ia - 

pain, which began the war with a navy 
quite freth, and Tufsciently numerous, when *8 Set, 
joined to the remains of that of France, to make head 
again the navy of was foon convinced of 
the fault the had commuted in having waited too long 


® Eighteen thips of theline, and thirty-feven frigates, tuken. 
Fourteen thips of the line, asd cleven frigates, deftroyed, Five 
‘hips of the line, and eight frigates, loft by sccideat. 
t LeRobutte of 75 gans, U'Eveillé of 64, Le Garonne of 
Hy end la Licorae of 30. 
before 
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before fhe had engaged in the war, and of the fit 
greater folly of having taken any part init. In lefy 
than a year, the lot twelve thips of the line, the 
ifland of Cuba, Macilla, more than a hundred mil- 
lions ¢, and could not even obtain the indemnity fhe 
had expeded, from invading @ neighbour, whofe 
weaknefs wes their only fault, This was renewing 
the fable of she wolf and the lamb. Portugal, fup- 
ported by England—whick from its tyrant had be- 
come its defender—-a.ter having given way to the 
firlt enterprizes of Spain, topped at length the pro- 
efs of her army, which was not able to fubdue that 
ingdom, notwithftanding the aflitance of her ally 
‘This experiment not being very promifing, the 
conferences for # (pease were renewed, The tormi- 
dable adverfary of France was fortunately no longer 
atthe head of the Britifh Miniitry. Mr. Pitt, per- 
ceiving the influence which the artful intrigues of the 
Duke de Choifeul had with the favourites of the new 
King, and hearing the phrafe continually repeated, 
with which we quieted the uneafinefs of the Pari- 
fians, but which was ridiculous and incredible at 
London, that the Engli/h were defiroying themfelues by 
their very fuceefs, relolved to make one laft effort, 
He declared at the Council at St. James's, that now 
was the time to humble all the Houfe of Bourbon ; 
that if the opportunity were miffed, it would never 
return again ; and that if his advice were not follow- 
ed upon this occafion, he would fit no more in the 
Council, He thanked the Minifters of the fate 
King for their fupport ; faid, that he had been called 
up to adminiftration by the voice of the people, to 
wwbom he confidered himfelf as accountable for his 
conduét ; and that he could not anfwer for meafures 
which were not to be conduéted with that unanimity, 
that difpatch, and efpecially that fecrecy which was 
requitite. “lhefe prophetic words not having opera- 
ted in bis favour with the King, be refigned, 
From that time the obitactes in the way. of peace 
were foon removed, The new Minifters were almoft 








F Upwards of four millions fterling, 
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asdefirous of it as France, ‘This is proved by 2 fingu- 
lar anecdote ; which is, that Count Viry, Ambafla- 
dor from his Sardinian Majefly to the Court of Lon- 
don, the agent of the negociations, carried on through 
the mediation of his matter, was at this period put 
upon the litt of penfioners on the trith eftablifhment, 
with a very confiderable penfion *. 

‘The treaty therefore, was foon concluded; the 
conferences did not laft two months; it was forgot- 
ten, that the prefent war ha.) arifen only from the 
preceding treaty not having been fuficiently digeft- 
ed 5 from fome points in it having been left undeter- 
mined, and others ambiguous ; and the bufinefs was 
carried on by both parties with greater precipitation 
than any individuals would have ufed in the dif- 
cuffion of a matter the leaf intricate. And how ex- 
ceedingly intricate muft not this treaty have been? 
However this may be, Lewis XV. ftll preferving the 
thadow of his greatnefs, faw his enemy fign the ar- 
ticles in his palace. Tt was at Fontainebleay Ne 
that the Dube de Praflin, the King’s Minj- 3 4“. 
fler, the Marquis de Grimaldi, Ambaffador from Spain 
and the Duke of Bedford, Plenipotentiary from the 
King of England, met on this important objet. The 
arrangement was declared to be in common with Pors 
tugal, which was obliged to be fatished with the 
definy allotted to it by the great Powers. But Eng. 
land negleéted fo ‘much to ftipulate for the interetts 
ofthe King of Pruflia, that the Minifters of this 
Prince protefted at London, againft the contents of 
the treaty, inevery thing which concerned the Kin, 
their Mafter, This was not, however, attended with 
any confequences ; and the peace of Germany was 
foon after concluded, 

However bard and humiliating the terms of the 
treaty were to France, they were not fo much fo ay 
the might have expected from her misfortunes and 
enfeebled fate, ‘Ihe Minority in England were 
fenfible of this, and conflernation prevailed among 


© We find this fa recorded in the Hiftory of the War of 
1756, written ia Englith. 
the 
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the people at the publication of it, as if the law 
had been di@eted to them; or rather, they gave 
themfelves up to the moft violent murmurs. ‘this 
was fone confolation to the Duke de Choifeul. He 
olready forefaw, in this diffatisfaGion, the principle 
of thofe revolutions which he was refolved to encou- 
rage; and doubted not but that he fh: uld be able 
torepair, by intrigue, the loffes which France expe- 
rienced from the fate of arms. ‘The faciifices made 
by the king'om were as inuverfe as they were dif- 
trefling ;—they renounced the point of honour v hich 
they had mot at hear, the reflitution of the thips 
taken in full peace, again the right of nations, 
which had been the diate cauty of the war ;— 
they renounced their claims upon Acadias— hey 
ceded to the King of England the entire property 
of Canada, the ifand of Cape Breton, and all the 
iflands of the guiph and river St J.aurence ;—they 
confented no longer to enjoy the cod fithery, except 
in a precarious manner, and uncer the pleature of 
his Britannic Majeity, who ceded to them the two 
Uittle iflands of St. Pierre and Miquelon to dry 
their fifh upon; but with the provifo, that they 
fhould raife no fortifications upon them, and that 
the guard kept there fhould not exceed fifty men ;— 
they fuffered themfelves to be pent up, even in thofe 
poffeflions which had not yet been broken in upon, 
anda line drawn through the middle of the whole 
extent of the river Miflifipi, was to mark out the 
boundaries of Louifiana, England was making, 
in the articles with refpec to the Neutral iflands, 
the divifion of the Lion Out of four parts the kept 
three s and only relinquithed the fourth, St. Lucia, 
in order that its peitilential air fhould ferve as @ 
grave to the inhabitants that might be feattoit, In 
Afriea, the like wife ralerved octet oe ad~ 
vantageous portion, by keg; jenegel ; a ve tO 
France, in The ifland of Gores, the Shot ungrateful 
and deftruétive part. Upon the coat of Coromandel 
and Orixa, fhe reftored the faQories that had been 
feized upon, but in the ftdte in which they were ar 
the time, thatis to fay, difmantled, laid wafte, and 

abandoned, 
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abandoned. In a word, the city and port of Dun- 
kirk were to be reduced to the fame ftate as agreed 
upon by the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, and fome 
Commi ioners of his Britannic Majefty were: to 
remain for an untimited time upon the fpot, to at~ 
tend to the execution of this article; which Com- 
miffioners were to be paid by France. Spain, for 
ha ing intesfered one moment in the difpute, was 
obliged to give up Florida and Penfacola to Eng- 
land ; to permit ber to cut logwood in the Bay of 
Honduras ; and to defift from its claims to the fifhe 
ery of Newfoundland < 
‘Lhis would be the opportunity of examining, 
whether, to fo many ir:itating claufes, a fecret one 
were added, more useful ard more glorious to Great 
Britain, by which the {mall numberof thips, the: 
condefcended to allow to France, was to be fixed, 
“This report was credited for a long time ; and an 
ignorant writer, iwpudently announcing himfelf 
of late as the interpreter of Government and the 
avenger of the nation, has ventured to affert it as @ 
pofitive and indubitable faé; but it has been con- 
traviGed immediately by the Duke de Nivernois, 
wha was fent to London in quality of Minifter Ple- 
nipotentiary for this peace ; by the Dukes of Choifeul 
and Praflin, Miniflers at that time, under whofe 
dire€tion the negotiations were carried on; and at 
Jength, by a decree of Council 4, declaring the affer~ 
tion to be falfe and abfurd. The Duke de Prafli 
in his letter, which is writen ina very noble man. 
ner, after having treated the pamphlet, which is the 
objed of it, wih the contempt the author deferves, 
declares, that he only takes notice of it, becaufe the 
bnitry, by faffering the pamphlet to be printed 
and publifhed, feemed to give it a degree of credit 
among readers, which of itfelf it could not obtain. 
Moreover, he makes an obfervation more convincing 
than any reafoning one could add upon the fubje@, 





* M, Caron de Beaumarchais, author of « pamphlet, inti- 
dA,“ Oblervstions on the Memorial in juftiication of the 
“Coa tof Landon."* 

$ Dated 19th December 1779. 
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which is, that fince the e, we have been incaf- 
fantly employed in rettoring the navy; a circum- 
ftance which the Englifh beheld with anxiety, and 
with a jealous eye; but of which they have not 
made any complaint, well knowing that they had 
no right to hinder it, ‘The Minority in England 
would certainly not have complained fo loudly, if 
this ftipulation had been inferted in the treaty. It 
was the moft effential point, which Pitt would not 
have failed to infit upon, inafwuch as it would have 
deprived France for ever of the rivalfhip of the 
fea; 2 rivalthip which fooner or later fhe might af- 
fect or refume. Another condition of the treaty 
which offended the Minority, and was really a ca- 
pital fault, as the Englith Miniftry mutt perceive at 
prefent, wasthe zeftoration of Gusdaloupe and Mar- 
tinico, two powerful colonies, which, by their pao 
pulation and riches, and eipecially by their pofition, 
might eafily revive the commerce of the French, 
and fix them ina flourifhing ftate in the Antilles. 
It is certain, that if his Britannic Majefty had 
required them to be given up, the peace, which was 
impofed by neceffity, would not lefs have been con~ 
cluded, 

‘This war, and even this peace, were a falutary 
leffon to Lewis XV had he known how to profit 
by it. He would have been convinced, that a king- 
dom, however powerful it may be, may eafily de- 
cline in a few years, and fall from the fummit of 
Profperity, into a ftate of humiliation ;—that the 
moft numerous and beft-appointed armies, without 
difcipline and without fubordination, can never con~ 
quer a handful of Spartans ;—that commerce, the 
continual fupport of the riches of the State, cannot 
maintain inkeit without the concurrence and con- 
flant prote€tion of the royal navy, nor the latter 
form itfelf but at the fchool of the former ;—~that 
opulence becomes only a fource of corruption and 
tuin, walefs it be prudently managed:—in a word, 
that there is no folidity in empire, unleis it be found- 
ed on @conomy—no great King, unlefs he hold the 
reins of his government himfeli—no monarch fortu~ 
nate, without the love of his fubjeéts. Alas! 
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Alas! Lewis XV. knew all this, but had not the 
ftrength of mind to put thefe maxims in praétice, 
The confufion in which the war had thrown the feve- 
val parts of his kingdom, terrified him; he endea- 
veured only to turn his eyes and his thoughts from it, 
and plunged deeper and deeper in indolence and de- 
bauchery ‘This is what we fhall obferve during the 
Tatt period of his reign, which we have compared to 
that, which fabulous poets defcribe to us under the 
energetic, but too real title, of the iron age 

If any thing could have brought this V’rince to a 
fenfe of wife: and of bis obligations, it would have 
been the cruel loffes he ‘uceeflively experienced ; but 
they ferved only to confinm and evince his want of 
fenfibility ; at feaft they made only very flight im- 
preffions upon him, from which he foon endeavoured 
to divert his thoughts, as from the misfortunes ot his 
kingdom. 

+ ‘The Dutchefs of Parma, who came to Verfailles 
to receive the carefles of her auguit father, who had 
always tenderly loved her, was the firft who pe~ 
rithed in his prefence, having been carried off by the 
final. pox, Hier death ought to have aifeéted’ him 
the more, as this Princefs was his confidante, 6 No 
and that he poured into her breaft all the sagt 
affliions with which he was tormented, It 1759» 
was to her that he had written: ‘ They have 
“ teazed me, till they have forced me to difmifs M, 
“ Machault, the man after my own heart. I fhall 
“ never be comforted for this ftep*” This fen- 
tence alone would be fufficient to give us the pidture 
of Lewis XV. if even there were vot a thoufand 
fimilar ftrokesto complete it. 

‘Lhe Princefs of Condé whom her gra- March, 
ces and youth, and Count Charolois, 5 “ares 
whom the vigour of his conftitution, and | *7! a) 
a life of the greatet a@ivity, could not 2% July. 
preferve from the grave, followed this firft warning ; 
which was foonfucceeded, by a third, more awful, 

* The Baron de House, Mirifter Plenipotentis:y from the 
King to the Princes and States of the circle of Lower faxony mutt 
have read this lemence in the original letter. os 
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‘The Duke of Burgundy, eldeft fon to the Dauphin, 
having languifhed more than a twelvemonth, fella 
vidim to h s fufferings, from which all thé.affiltancea 
ba March, of 3tt bad aot been able to preferve him. 
61’ ‘Sta Young Prince, while he waa at play 
1791 with'fome children of quality of his own 
‘ge, got a fall, and fiom the fear that he whohad been 
the occaGion of it {Rould be punithed or reprimanded, he 
would fay nothing of the accident, and concealed his 
hurt for a long time ; till, at length, a tumor appear- 
ed, The phyficians, ignorant of the true caufe, at- 
tributed this to # foreign one : they ordered an ope~ 
ration, which the Duke fuftained with a degree of 
firmnefe and theadinefs infinitely beyond his firength, 
and with a courage fill more admirable he perfitted 
in concealing the name’of the pesfon in fault, and 

always received him with the fame civility 
Helvetius, in order to explain the nature of affec. 
tion~-which does not feem to go upwards, but, on 
the contrary increafes the lower it defcends, fays, that 
the reafon why grandfathers are fo fond of their 
grandchildren, is, becaufe they fee in them the ence 
mies of their enemies, This affertion, which, in the 
literal acceptation, feems difgutting and barbarou', 
yet, when reduced and modified, is extremely fenfible 
‘and philofophical. Man, who is repugnant to his 
diffolution, by a fecret inftinA is affiicted at fecing 
thofe who are to fucceed him, more immediately re 
calling to his mind this period. His grandchildren, 
on the contrary, deftined one dav by natyre to act the 
fame part with regard to their fathers, bring him 
back to an idea of confolatorv refignation, from the 
confideration of that law of fatality 10 which all be- 
ings, without exception, are fubiect. ft is undoubt- 
edly inthis manner that Lewis XV, who was natu- 
ratly a good father, appeared more affected at the 
Duke of Burgundy's death than he was afterwards at 
that of his only fon. Fortunately, he had three 
grandfons remaining, that is to fay, in the fenfe of 
the author of the bouk de /E/prit, three enenues of his 

onary, 
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A feriqusillnefs which attacked the Marchionefs 
de Pompadour, during « journey of pleafure to Choify 
—an illnefs which foon reduced her to a decline, of 
which death only was to be the perioc—would have 
been a deplorable fpectacle for a lover, ond even for a 
mere friend. Lewis XV, who, from the beginning, 
infiled' that the faculty fhould conceal nothing froin 
him, received, wythout emotion, the fatal ftroke 
which they progmmiicayee to him. Every thing, 
however, mult be fid, for heyednduged bin! eli atthe 
fame tine with thé favourite,” as'3 as dad thouzhe 
the contrary ; he not only beftawed tipai er wall the 
confiderations, attentiobs,. and affiduities, the moft 
comfortable for a fick perfon, but he al o continued 
to confult her upon public affairs. ‘The Miniiters, 
the kingdom, and all, remained fubjeé to her as be- 
fore. She expired, if we may fay fo, with the reins 
of the State ftillinher hands. A few hovrs before 
her lait breath, -M. Janet came, as ufual, to give her 
anaccount of the private State of correfpondence, 
Evry morning, the Duke de Fleuri, Gentleman of the 
Bed-chamber in waiting, brought to his Mejefty the 
report of the phyficians, attending upon Madame de 
Pompacour; and being conveyed from Choify to \ ers 
failles, the ‘enjoyed the privilege referved to the 
Royal Family alone, to rem cin ill, and to pay ahe Taft 
tribute to nature in that caftle, from March. 
whence fo nuch care is taken to remove 15 March, 
every thing that can recall the miferies and the pe- 
riod of human life. It is true, that as foon as fhe was 
expired, her corpfe was carried away, and conveyed 
ina kind of litter to ber private hotel in the city ; and 
Lewis XV. was obferved at his window coolly fein, 
her pufs, ‘This was a proof of the moft complete apa~ 
thy. Undoubtedly, every fentimenc of love for her 
was extinguifhed in the heart of the monarch. But 
what man could fee a conneétion of twenty years 
continuance diffolved without fhedding tears?” Be- 
fides, this feparation left him almoit alone in the midit 
of his family, from which the Marchionefs attempted 
more and more to divide him. Difgufled with the 
Queen, and in awe of the aufterity of his fon and 

the 
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the Dauphinefs, he could not be more reconciledgao 
the manners of his daughters, and to their mode of 
living, devoted to the moft minute exercifes of de- 
yotion. He had Joit the affestion of his fubjedts a 
long time, but he at leaft fhared their hatsed equally 
wih his miftrefs, whereas that hatred was going to 
fall upon him alone In a word, his very indclence 
ought to have awakened him from his lethargy, on 
account of the burthen of affairs which Madame de 
Pompadour bad eafed him of, and the whole weight 
of which the left upon him at her death. The Mini- 
fters, and efpecially the Duke de Choifeul, becom- 
ing each more defpotiz in their department, reiieved 
him from this embarraffment, the only one which 
could really atfe& his Majefty. 

Did the Marchionefs, however—whom all the 
kinglom detefted with reafon—really deferve the 
tendernefs and affection of her auguit lover? ‘This 
is point, the difcuffion of which, without juttifying 
his infenfibility, might perhaps affign a motive for it: 
Very different from Madame de Mailly, the Marchi- 
onefs never loved the King for himfelf, Dazzled at 
leaft with the {plendour of the throne, as the Duch« 
efs of Chateau-roux—who was devoured with a noble 
ambition—fhe did not, in imitation of that lady, en- 
deavourto approach it, to infpire the King witha 
thirft of glory, the eclar of which might be reflected 
upon her, and conceal her difhonour. Ske had wit, 
but of a trifling kind ; and all her paffions were ftamp- 
ed with the impreflions of this littlenefs, She was 
fond of money, and only confidered in the fupreme 
rank a greater facility of acquiring it, and of grati- 
fying ber exceffive propenfity to luxury and trifles, 
If the cultivated and encouraged the arts, it was only 
in the fame point of view, and merely thofe which 
were analogous to the tafte of her fex. She governed 
becaufe fhe had to do with a Prince who would be 

‘overned ; and was obliged to affume the reins of the 
Beate, that they might not fall into other hands. 
‘Lhe chara&ter of the favourite rendered her fufcepti- 
ble of being enflaved in her turn ; and it was fuccef- 
fively M. de Machault, Cardinal Bernis, Marfhal a 
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leifle, and the Duke de Choifenl, who, while they in- 
fluenced her, direfted the kingdom. The fame 
difpofition manifetted itfelf in the management of her 
domeftic concerns; and her people did as they 
pleafed with her Having herfelf no kind of energy, 
the could not infpire Lewis XV. with any, and be~ 
came therelore the miftrefs the moft dangerous and 
the moft fatal to him: and to his people. From hence 
{prang anarchy, diforder, and al! the misfortunes of 
‘rance ! 

After fuch a detail of her character, we fhould 
not have expected, that Madame de Pompadour 
would have feen the gtadual approaches of death 
without murmur, and with an beroic firmnefs, The 
plaice where fhe was, and the tum of the King’s 
mind, obliged her to fulfil the laft duties of religion 5 
which fhe did without oftentation or pufillanimity. 
She loudly afked pardon of her family, end of all the 
Courtiers prefent, for the feandal fhe had occafioned, 
The mott fingular circumftance of this fcene is, that 
priefts fhould not have required of her, living ina 
ftate of double adultery, what they require ufually in 
cafes of fimple fornication-—trat the concubine 
Should quit the fpot in which her libidinous life had 
been fpent, and that the fhould arake this rep. ration 
in that palace, which for twenty years paft had been 
the flag: ofher iniquity But there are terns to be 
made with Court confeffors ; and it was decided that 
the was too ill to bear being removed. On the very 
day when jhe was expe@ing her laft moment, the 
Curate of la Madelaine, the parith of her hotel at 
Paris, came to fee her, and as he was taking leave of 
her, Stay a moment, faid the, Monfieur le Curé, we will 
ge together, Madame du Hanffet, her firlt woman, 
Clofed her eyes. This lady was the widow ofa man 
of fathicn; her neceflities had obliged her to attach 
herfelf to the favourite ; referved, difcreet, having 
no fpirit of intrigue, but rather inclined to devotion, 
fhe had ferved her for twenty years, and retired with 
avery moderate fortue. 

In the various charaéters in which the Marchionefs 
Appeared, there is no kind of fortune, dignity, or 
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honour, which a Woman cannot attain, and to which 
the cannot taife ewery one connefted with her. Ne- 
verthelefs, in the family of Madame de Pompadour, 
we fee a new phenomenon; a certain Porlfon de 
Malvoifin, in lefs than five and-twenty years, become, 
from a drummer, a Major-General, and that even 
after having been,retarded in his promotion by the 
humiliating refutal which the King’s regiment made 
of admitting him into their corps®. As for the reft, 
it is impoflible to enumerate the millions which the 
Marquis de Marigny reaped from the inheritance of 
his fitter. The fale of her furniture only tatted a 
year, It was @ fight people ufed to flock to from 
curiofity : rarities were continually produced there, 
which could not be feen any where elfe, It feemed 
as if all the quarters of the globe had been rendered 
tributary to the luxury of the Marchionefs, If we 
compare the riches, and magnificence of the {poils, 
ofthis mitirefs of the King, with the fimplicity and 
pees of Madame de Maintenon, the widow of 
Lewis XIV. retired to St. Cyr, we readily perceived 
the different difpofitions of their minds, and we may 














© M.de Poiffor de Malvoifin was « drummer in the regiment 
of Piedmont. When he was acquainted with his cousin's eleva 
tion, he went to her, andiohcited her Lo promote him. She 
confented to il, but upon condition that be thould quit s ftoati- 
on wheie 1 would be woo difficult to get him forward. He dee 
claed to her, that he hadan abfolate inclination for the jvofefii- 
con of arme; thathe was determined to remain in it, andthet the 
was powerful enough to promote him in that, a: well as ia any 
tier ation, ‘The Dake de Biron, Colonel of the King’s repr 
ment, was then one of the molt sffiduoa: Courtiers ot the favon= 
tite,” She availed herfelf of this creumftance, and figaified to 
him the defire the had of putting her cclation inhis Corps, The 
Duke hed the meannef toaccept, aod th Officers the courage 
torele& him. ‘They recelved the pol hed rammer very gia 
Goutl, but without concealing from him, that, brave a\ they 
thought him, he would cerusinly fall s1 left, unlefs he thould 
Kill the whole corps one a'ter anc'her. Upoa this he with- 
drew. Mudie de Forpadoar who vasty war exceediogly hare, 
wented to perfifl, and have the regiment punithed Tt wasin 
time of War, and the matter was therefore troublefome: the 
vous appeaied: her relation war made Lieutensat of Dragoons, 
then Captain, end afterwards was promoted in the Carabi- 


&e. 
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eafily judge of the eftimation they will both hold in 
the memory of potterity 3 we readily conceive wh 
Lewis XV. who could not have eny efteem for his 
favourite, kept her only becanfe he was obliged to 
it, and ashe therefore muft have withed to get rid of 
her, fo he foon torgot her. 

Alas! whatdid not LewisXV. forget? He forgot even 
his only fon, whofe death fpread fo much confterna~ 
tion throughout the whole kingdom, For a long time 
che nation had entertained no great regard for this 
Prince , but at length he had fecured to himfelf their 
veneration, by the autterity of his manners, by the 
wifdom of his political condu@, by his conftant ftudy 
of his duties of all kinds, to make himfelf fit to reign, 
in a word, by the deteftation he fhewed of vice, and 
by his uniform attention in colle@ing about him none 
but men of weight and virtue, or, at leaft, fach as 
deceived him by their bypocrify, The circumitance 
that ought particularly to render his memory for ever 
dear to the French, tsa ftroke of domeftic heroifm, 
fo much the more great as it could proceed from 
nothing bue the excellence of his heart ; as the fole 
internal fatisfa@tion of giving way to its benevolent 
impulfe conld urge him to it, and be its only reward ; 
and as the facrifice which it obliged him to, was re~ 
newed every day, and became the greater, the Jon- 
ger he perfevered in it, Having had the misfortune 
at a hunting-party, to wound by accident 
one of his grooms, he remained inconfola- 7&4/} 
ble ; he refolved to wean himfelf from a '757+ 

leafure which had been fo unfortunate to hin ; and 
fince that time he never gave way to the frequent 
temptations of refuming this exercife. In the firlt 
moments of his concern, his Menins, endeavouring to 
comfort him with the affurance that the wound would 
not be mortal: What ¢ {aid he, is there then nothing 
lefe than the death of a man that fhruld aff & me? If no 
other particular of his life had been pr-ferved, except 
this finzle {peech, it would fuffice to thew how much 
a Prince, who had fo much confideration for mankind, 
was worthy to govern, 

Vor. IV. c Kbodr 


2 THE PRIVATE LIFE 


About the time that the Marchionefs of Pompa- 
dour died, it was perccived that the Dauphin, who 
had till then enjoyed a good fate ot health, began to 
decline, He imperceptibly grew thin : the frefinefs 
of his complexion was changed ; and palenefs ef- 
faced the florid hue of his countenance. It was evi- 
dent that fome fecret languor confumed him; the 
caufe of which was enquired into, and every one 
formed his own conjeGtures. It has been faid, that 
the Prince had attempted to dry up a tetter, the hu- 
niour of which being incantioufly repelled, had fallen 
upen his lungs. But the Dauphinefs not having com- 
municated this anecdote to the perfon who drew up 
the memoirs of the | fe of her auguft hufband, we 
miuft confider it as a fable, Itis more probable, 
from the hints the has made the hiftorian give, that 
his xricf for the mistortuncs of relig’on, and particu~ 
larly for the deftrustion of the Jefutts, had been the 
pa canis of ie Mlnets: However thie ma: be, after 
having given fome gleam of hope by the ufe of grapes, 
whiclvhe had made Wroaly. fool, this Baanes Ban 
ing tatigued hiunfelf at Compiegne, at the exercifes 
of the camp, which he was very fond of, caught a 
Severs cold, and it was foon perceived that his cheft 
was affe&ted. He would not give any trouble, ei- 
ther at his return from this journey, or in that to 
Fontainebleau, from whence it was impoffible to 
bring him back, ‘Ihe King behaved to him exaly 
as he had done to Madame de Pompadour, and was 
very aventive to appearances. He had the com- 
plaitnce to remain in this very melancholy and un- 
wholetome place ull the death of his fon. But all 
his Jai moments were calculated ; the refult of 
h was a fhocking fpectacle to this expiring 
Princz, which religion alone could nake fupportable 
tohim He beheld from his bed every thing that 
was prffing in the court of the caftle, and this fome- 
times caufed a diverfion from his fuferings. Ashe 
drow near to his end, and that the departure was 
fixed to the inftant when he ihould expire, every one 
was bufy in preparing for this, in order to prevent 
the packing up of the whole Court at once, whet 
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mutt oceafion confiderable confufion. " The dying 
Prince remarked the packets that were thrown out 
Ef the windows, and placed upon the carriages, and 
faid to La Breuille, his phyfician, who was fill de~ 
firous of removing from him the fatal idea of the Jatt 
moment, and of reviving his hopes : J muft dte, for I am 
thoublefome to 100 many perple 

The King had charged the Grand Almoner not to 
leave his fon while he was in the laft confi@, and to 
receive his foul. As foon as he faw the Prelate re- 
turn to bim, he concluded that all was 
over, He immediately took his refolu- 
tion, fent for the Duke de Berry, the eldett of the 
fons of France, and, after having addreffed him in 
terms fuitable to the circumftances, he led him to bis 
auguft mother, On entering the apartment, he faid 
tothe Uther: Announce the King and the Dauphin, 
The Princefs underftood what was meant by this new 
ceremonial ; and, throwing herfelf at his Majetiv's 
feet, implored his protection for herfelt and her chile 
dren, 

Agreeable to the laft will of the Dauphin, his 
heart only was carried to Saint Denis and his body 
toSens, “His obfequies were celebrated, throughout 
the kingdom, with a zeal and an eagernefs of which 
no inftance is remembered even in favour of the 
King. Among the feveral funeral orations made in 
praife of thii Prince, there was none equal to this 
diftich, by M.de Voltgire, to be placed under his 
pi@ure, 


Dee, 20. 


Connu par fes vertus, plus que par es travauy, 
H fGut penfer en Sage, et mourir en Heros*! 


If Lewis XV. bore with his ufual indifference the 
death of his only fon, on the other hand, he behay- 
ed towrrds the Dauphinefs in the molt proper mane 
ner to comfort her, if it had been peilible. for the 
irreparable lofs fhy had fuftained, tie took care 

® Virtue, beyond exploit 
Helv eSage, ae 





was all his pride, 
‘sHero died? 
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that fhe fhould not perceive any change in her firu- 
ation ; he encreafed the number of her guards ; he 
gave her an apartment the feemed to with for, under 
his; and by hisorders, there was @ fteircafe made 
which communicated with it; he exhaufled the re- 
finements of gallantry, in fitting it up, and to fpere 
that Princefs the fatigue of the ftsircafe, he ordered 
a bell to be fixed up in his apartment, which waa 
to anfwer to the one fhe occupied, Being afked about 
the rank fhe was in future to hold at Court, he an- 
fwered, * It belongs only to the Crown abtolutely 
“ to decide upon queflions of rank. Mothers have 
“ it over their chiléren by natural right ; fo that the 
“ Dauphinefs fhall have it over her fon, till he 
“ decomes King” 

So many attentions, privileges, and diflin@tions, 
were not able to luce the effe@ which the Kin; 
fincerely withed, that of alleviating the affiGion o' 
the Dauphinefs, and contributing to the re-eftablifh- 
anent of her'health The fetal ftroke was given: 
by her fleeping conftantly with the Dauphin, as fhe 
uted always to do before he was upon his death-bed, 
by often fitting up with him, and paffing hours within 
his curtains, breathing the peftilential cffuvia of the 
dying man, her lungs became alfo affeGted ; grief,‘to 
which the inceffantly gave way, and which aggra- 
13 March, Yates the flighte! diforders, foon ren- 

3 oo.” dered her's incurable. Fif'cen months 

1787. after the followed her hufband, and 
was buried by his fide, as fhe had requetted of the 
King, A memorable example of conjugal love, fo 
rarely to be met with, efpecially at Court. This 
Princefs was not lefsa model of maternal affection, 
She had always confidered the attending to the eda 
cation of her children as her firft care, and as the 
moft facred of al} duties. During the life of the 
Dauphin, the had divided that duty with him, at his 
death fhe took it entirely upon herfelf Latin, 
French, facred and profane biftory, the duties of 
their ftation, and thofe of reltgion, were all taught 
them by that wife and virtgous Princefs ; and, not- 
withftancing her exhaufted and languifhing conditi- 
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en, the never ceafed fulfilling that duty till the day 
before her death, 2 a 

This difmal event had been preceded by another, 
of the fame nature, premature, though bappening 
in extreme old-age, and remarkable from its circum- 
ftances, King Stuniflaus, whom the affeCtion of the 
Lorrains would have rendered immortal, if Heaven 
had granted their praycrs, being fill in perfect 
health, and fitting alone by his fire-fide, his 
night-gown i fire, and, not getting 66 
timely affftance, he perithed by this ‘70 
dreadful accident. Ina word, by @ concurrence of 
fingular fatalities, the Queen was feized, in her 
return, with a lingerjng and unknown ‘illnefs, and 
to which the faculty gave the new or renewed 
name of Cema Vigil, intending to exprefs by that 
the fituation ot her Majefty, the faculties of whofe 
mind were fufpended, without her fenfes being in 
a ftate of ebfolute reft, Having been alternately 
better and worfe for the fpace of feveral months, 
without any hopes of recovery, fhe died foon after 
her father, nearly in the faime interval of time as 
had elapfed between the death of the Dauphin and 
of the Dauphinefs, “ 

We are not unacquainted with the reports that 
have been circuleted concerning moft of thefe fuc- 
ceffive deaths, which were all extraordinary, though 
all different, all lingering, forefeen, and fixed at 
ftated times, in fome meafure determined and pe- 
riodical ; but we confider thefe reports as being 
merely the effets of the exalted imagination of a 
few politicians eager after romantic anecdotes, and 
who take it for granted, that the moft ‘perilous 
crimes are as eafily effefied as conceived, Thefe 
rumours have arifen from a Grit fuppoftion, that 
the affeflination of Lewis X\’ was the refult of 
a deep plot; and, as an unfathomed crime is ale 
ways to be laid to the charge of the perfon who is to 
be benefited by it, the horrid infinuations have been 
carried fo tar as to atfe& the heir apparent of the 
Crown, Unfortunately, or rather fortunately, the 
frit thing which contradiéts the calculations of thefe 
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gloomy inquirers, is, that Madame de Pompadour 
was the firft in this train of vi@ims ;—zhat we can- 
not reafonably {uppofe, that the fame hand which 
poifoned the favourite, would have poifoned the 
Dauphin, the Dauphinefs, and the Queen ;—that, 
in this cafe, we muft admit two fets of poifoners, 
who, ttriving alternately one againit the other, mutt 
have reciprocally contended in committing thefe e~ 
normities, and muft have done it without ary other 
advantage but that of impunity; while the King, 
giving a fandion at teait, by bis filence, to thefe 
execrable paftimes, would have enjoyed the barba- 
yous pleafure of feeing thofe who were molt dear to 
him doftroyed ; = (peéacle which, by its contiius- 
tion, and the horror it occafioned—unlefs. we give to 
lewis XV. the heart of a Nerg, and the diffirula- 
tion of a Tiberius—mwuit have been a perpetual tor- 
ment to him; a torment which even the moft obdu- 
rate villain could not bear. Such would be the con- 
traditions, abfurdities, and abominable confequen- 
cee, that mutt neccflarily follow the sdniiffion of » 
fat, without which, however, the others are ab- 
furd, and fall to the ground. It is moft probable, 
that if there were any affaffins, they were the Phy- 
ficians. 

An act of tendernefs which e(caped the King, at 
the death of the Queen, makes it probable, that 
her’s was the one which moft affected him. M. de 
Laffone her Majefty’s firft Phyficien, being come, 
according to cuftom, to break the fara] news to the 
augutt hutband, the King follgwed him; he enter- 
ed the. apartment, drew near the bed in which was 
the corpfe, and embraced for the laft time the inani- 
mate remains. He afterwards made M de Laffone 
relate tohim every thing that paffed in the lait mo-~ 
ments of the Queen, ‘Ihe Dodor, while he was 
giving this account to the Monarch, turned pale, 
flaggered, and grew faint. His Majefly himfelf 
fopported him in his arms, and led him to an arm- 
chair ; thus giving at once @ memorable inftance of 
conjugal tendernefs and of humanity, 


The 
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‘The more we advance in the life of this Prince, 
the more we find it difficult to form a proper idea of 
him. We find by his will, that, ever fince the year 
1766, the firft epocha in which he thought of it, 
he had been fenfible of his faults, and of the errors 
of his reign. He had fuppreffed the Pare au Cerfs, 
and endeavoured, at leaft, to avoid the {candal of 
a life too publicty diffolute ; and yet at the death 
of tht Queen, which feemed as if it ought tp have 
confirmed him in his good refolutions, he plunged 
himfelf again into the greateft exceffes, gave way toall 
his weakneffes, and fuffered his kingdom to become 
the prey of all the plunderers about 1", 

‘This excited the greater confternition, as Lewis 
XV. had in this interval done an att of vigour attu- 
nithing in him, inafmuch as it feemed to announce a 
fincere refolution of leading a better life, and to re~ 
move from the eyes of his People every thing thet 
could recall the mex of his ill conduc, Among 
the number of beauties offered to his choice, he 
had diftinguifhed a Demoifelle Romans, a lady of 
tolerable birth, well enough educated, end of an 
ingenuous difpofition; who, efiting his firft impor- 
tunities, had only confented to yield to them, upon 
condition that fhe fhould not be introduced in that 
infamous feraglio, in which her equals were indif- 
criminately confounded, His Majefty had attached 
himfelf to her, and had bought her a houfe at Patty, 
where the young lady was brought to bed of a fon, 
‘The King, delighted, had permitted her to have the 
child chriftened in his name, with a promife to ace 
knowledge him at a proper time and place; but 
requiring fecrecy upon this hesd, till it should p eafe 
him to make his will public. Mademoifelle Ro- 
mans had fuckled this illuftrious babe herfelf, and 
confidering him lefs as her own fon than as that of 
Lewis XV. the bad the childifhnefs to render him 
anticipated honours 5 fhe never called him any thing 
elfe but Monfeigneur ; fhe placed him forwards in 
her coach, and far backwards berfelf, as his Gover- 
nefs; the even required the fame homage, not onl: 
of her fervants and family, but alfo of all tbe 
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firangers who came to vifither, For along time, the 
King was inwardly flattered with this puerility, and 
had putup with it, becaufe, being confined to the 
houfe, nothing of it tranfpired abroad. Befides, this 
fubaltern Sultana lived in profound retirement, 
thewed e great dea! of modefly, even edified, as 
much es her fituation would aliow, her neighbours, 
and her Curate 5 and made herfelf generally beloved 
by her a@ts of charity and benevolence ; and fhe par= 
ticularly avoided interfering in public affairs. ‘(his 
circumbance had prevented Madanse de Pompadour, 
und the Minitters after her, from taking any une 
brage on her account, But what afylums are not vi- 
olaced by @ man of an intriguing fpirit? What tran 
quility will he not difturb, when it is ufeful to his 
projetts? A certain Abbé de Luftrac, a man of 
Fank, feeing the acknowledzed favourite dead, with- 
out being fucceeded, thought the opportunity favour- 
able, and introduced himfelf at Mademoifelle de Ro- 
mans’, under pretence of afbiting her im her edacatj- 
on of her fon, She had bat little underitanding, fo 
that he foon gained her confidence ; aad the a 
ry glad to find in him an advifer, and a man 
of dictating her letters to tle King. Although the 
was not tormented with the ambition of being the 2c~ 
knowledged favourite, yet he attacked ber on the 
fide of her foibte for her child, end perfuaded her of 
the neceffity of prefling his Mejefty to confirm his 
Royal wort with regard to th's precious pledge of 
his love. The more the Monarch evaded this, the 
more did he make her fenfible of the neceflity of a~ 
wakening his tendernefs: be gave her to underftand, 
that the King could not give a fettlement to the 
young Prince, without confirming, beyond 9 poffibi- 
lity of shaking it, chat of the mother. He flattered 
heer pride fo much, that fhe went more abroad, af 
fetted airs of grardeur, and did not conceal the 
pretenfions upon which they were founded. She 
thought by this, that fhe should in a manner force 
her suguit lover to accelerate the defired moment, 
‘The matter turned out quite otherwife. Lewis XV. 
wes offended, and the Minifters, who were vei 4 
wel 
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welt pleafed to have got rid of the yoke of an im- 
perious miftrefs, not being inclined to fubmit to a 
fecond, increafed his Majetty's difpleafure to fuch 
a degree, that Mademoilelle de Romans was very 
harthly carried off, and conduéted to a convent by 
a letter de cachet. She was feperated from her fon, 
who was placed in a college, without her know- 
ing where he was; and her confidant was clofely 
confined in a ftrong eaitle. ‘Thus was this plot dif- 
fipated ; and the public, who were ignorant of the 
fecret caufe of fuch an event, attributed it to the 
repentance of the guilty Monarch, We have feen 
that there was fomething in this, Madame Adelaide 
has even faid * fince his death, on account of the a= 
bove-mentioned will, that her auguft father was fin. 
cerely converted at that time, end refolved to live 
like & good Chriftian; but that Marfhal Richeliev, 
under pretence of diverting him from his grief, 
had again induced him to fin. It was foon after this 
that Madame Dubirri made her appearance, who 
filled up the latk epifode of the amours of this Prince, 
and completed the infamy with which his life was 
already too much loaded. But we are not yet 
come to that period, to that abominable account, 
which we could with our readers would not require 
from us, We will at leaft put it off, although, on 
whatever fide we turn ourfelves, we fhall only exhi. 
bit things fhocking to relate, =) 

In the circle of human revolutions, we learn, that 
is almoft always the refult of extreme evil, 
it is, that war, the fource of fo many cala- 
miiciee, generally quiets the inteftine divifions and 
particular commotions of a State. If the war of 
1756 did not entirely extinguith the {chifu, it cooled 
it Confiderably ; it prevented the public from takin 
any part init; and, other events having fucceeded 
to the peace, it only drew nearer to its total anni- 
hitation The Magiftrates were obliged to employ 
their attention upon more important grievances, a~ 








© Ke wacto M. d? Oatremont, Advocate, called ia at Chei- 
+ at the opening of the will of Lewis XV. that Madame Adee 
lade made the above fpeech. 





Cs rifing, 


yg THE PRIVATE LIFE 


firangers who came to vifit her, For along time, the 
King was inwardly flattered with this puerility, aod 
had patup with it, becaufe, being confined to the 
houte, nothing of it tranfpired abroad. Befides, this 
fubalrern Sultana lived in profound retirement, 
thewed a great deal of modefty, even edified, as 
mach ea her fituation would allow, her neighbours, 
ard her Curate ; and made herielf generally beloved 
by her aéts of charity and benevolence ; and {he par- 
ticularly avoided interfering in public affairs. ‘1 his 
circumftance had prevented Madame de Pompadour, 
and the Minifters after her, from taking any ume 
Drage on her account, But what afylums are not vi- 
olated by « man of an intriguing fpirit? What tran- 
quility will he not difturb, when it is ufeful to his 
projeéts? A certain Abbé de Luftrac, a man of 
Fink, feeing the acknowledzed favourite dead, with- 
out being fucceeded, thought the opportunity favonr- 
able, and introduced himfelf at Mademoifelle de Ro- 
mans’, under pretence of aflitting her inher educati- 
on of her fon, She had bot live underftanding, fo 
that he foon gained her conficence ; and the was ve- 
ry glid to find in him an advifer, and a man capable 
of digtating her letters to tLe King. Although the 
‘was not lormented with the ambition of being the c- 
knowledged favourite, yet he attacked her on the 
fide of her foible for her child, and perfuaded her of 
the neceflity of prefling his Majefty to confirm his 
Royal word with regard to th's precious pledge of 
his love. The more the Monarch evaded this, the 
more did he make her feafible of the neceflity of a- 
wekening his temlernefs: he gave ber to underftand, 
that the King could not give # fettlement to the 
young Prince, without confirming, beyond = poffibi- 
Jity of fhaking it, chat of the mother, He flartered 
her pride fo much, that the went more abroad, af+ 
feted airs of grandeur, and did not conceal’ the 
pretenfions upon which they were founded. She 
thought by this, that fhe fhould in s manner force 
hee auguit lover to accelerate the defired moment 
‘The matter turned out quite otherwife. Lewis XV, 
was offended, and the Minifters, who were ve! 4 
we! 
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well pleafed to have got rid of the yoke of an im 
tious miftrefs, not being inclined to fubmit to a 
Rreond, increafed his Majefty’s difpleafure to fuch 
a degree, that Mademoifelle de Romans was very 
harthly carried off, and condufted to a convent by 
a letter de cachet, She -was feparated fron her fon, 
who was placed in a college, without her know- 
ing where he was; and her confidant was clofely 
confined in a ftrong cattle. Thus was this plot dif- 
fipated ; and the public, who were ignorant of the 
fecret caufe of fuch an event, attribated it to the 
repentance of the guilty Monarch, We have feen 
that there was fomething in this, Madame Adelaide 
has even faid* fince his death, on account of the a~ 
bove-mentioned will, chat her auguft father was fin. 
cerely converted at that time, and refolved to live 
like a good Chriftian ; but that Marfhal Richeliev, 
under pretence of diverting him from his grief, 
had again induced him to fin, It was foon after this 
that Madame Dobirri made her appearance, who 
filled up the laft epifode of the amours of this Prince, 
and completed the infamy with which his hfe was 
already too much loaded. But we are not yet 
come to that period, to that abominable account, 
which we could with our readers would not require 
from us, We will at leaft put it off, although, on 
whatever fide we turn ourfelves, we fhall only exhi- 
bit things thocking to relate. 2 
In the circle of human revolutions, we learn, thac 
cod is almoft always the refult of extreme evil, 
‘bus it is, that war, the fource of fo many cala- 
mitier, generally quiets the inteftine divifions and 
particular commotions of a State, If the wir of 
1756 did not entirely extinguith the fchifm, ir conled 
it confiderably ; it prevented the public from tckin 
any part init; and, other events having tucceeded 
to the peace, it only drew nearer to its total enni- 
hilation ‘The Magiftrates were obliged to employ 
their attention upon more important grievances, a- 
fe warto M. d? Oatremont, Advocate, called in at Choi- 
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rifing, it is trae, froma common fource. Yet there 
were always the fame enemies to encounter, with 
this cifference only, that they had fubitituted the po= 

litical mafk to that of religion 
‘The Grand Chamber, which had remained affem- 
bled in 1757, in order to keep up the part of me- 
distor and  interceffor,, with which they coloured 
their defeétion, ever fince the trial of Damiens, were 
continually foliciting, as a reward for their zeal and 
their labours, the re-union of the other Chambers, 
"The Council, which ftood in need of the Parliament, 
as being the only tribunal in which the public re- 
pofed confidence, for the regiftering of the taxes, 
and who flattered themfelves they would become 
more tradable after their late difgrace, were equally 
5. defirous of it, The refignations were there+ 
ee fore returned 5 that Court was re-eftablith- 
1757 ed inall their fun€tions, and obtained all the 
interpretations and modifications they required, with 
regard to the laws which difpleafed them, together 
with the repeal of their banithed members, M. de 
Maupeou, their Firtt Prefident, omietly the idol of 
the Company, had incurred their fufpicions, and 
was looked upon by them as @ traitor, He was ob- 
Tiged to give in his difmiffion, and was fucceeded by 
M. Molé, a name which can never be pronounced 
without conceiving, at the fame time, ideas of gran- 
deur and patriotifm. Ina word, the two Counfellors 
of State, who had laboured to effeét the reconcili- 
aiion of matters, were rewarded, by being intro~ 
Onde duced into the Council of Difpatches. 
“aT ‘Thete were Mefits, Gilbert de Voifins and 
*757- Berryer; the former had been ufeful on 
accaunt of his knowledge and conciliating difpofiti- 
on, and the latter by his intrigues with the Mare 
chionet’s, with whom he had frequent intercourfe 
from his poft of | ieutenant of Police. The pretence 
for this innovation wes, that this Council, to which 
affairs concerning the internal adminifiration of the 
kingdom are relerred, being chiefly compofed of 
members, who, ignorant of the laws, the judicial 
forms, the rights, jurifdittions, and cuftoms is oe 
> fevera! 
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feveral tribunals of the kingdom, had already canf- 
ed the King, twice fucceflively, to take falfe fteps 
with the Parliament. This Body was thus indirett- 
ly flattered ; and the Court wifhed to perfuace 
them, that they should not have ans faulty injul- 
tice to fear in future: and perfons who were not 
perfeatly acquainted with the manner in which the 
greatett events were brought about at that time, 
approved an arrangement, fermed, to all appear~ 
ance, for the good of the State. 

From the fame {pirit of pacification, which had 
made the King give way—whofe great fyitem it 
was, never to fiad any body guilty—-the binifhed 
Prelates were recalled. Some of them were re 
moved, but in order to be better treated-—which 
could not be agreeable to the Parliament. For~ 
tunately, the Archbifhop of Paris foon furnithed 
them with a freth fubje& of triumph. Still perfe~ 
yering in his obitinacy, and refufing to take off the 
interdi¢tion from the Nuns belonging to the hofpital 
of the fuburb Saint-Marceau, he wis banijhed to his 
brother's caftle in Perigord, « very difagreeabte and 
unwholefome place, where he was obliged to repair 
immediately, after havieg appointed four Grind 
Vicars to govern his dincefe. The cognizance of 
the affairs of the Hofpital General, from whence the 
fehifm arofe, which had been at that time given to 
the Grand Council, was alfo returned 10 1 ajay 
the Magiftrates, to whom it effentially 77 "2° 
belonged. In a word, the Parlisment 175% 
had the fatisfa&ion of not being difturbed in their 
zeal to extirpate the remains of thefchifm, They 
condemned, without interference from Go- 
verniaent, the Curate of Saint Nicholasdes 17 7% 
Champs to banifhment, for non-appearance, 1759 
and four Ecclefiaftics of the parifh, for having refufed 
the Sacraments. 

But the moft fortunate and moft flattering event to 
the Parliament was, to fee the Jefuits humbled at 
their feet ; to enjoy gradually the pleafure of re- 
venge ; to hold the balance of their deftiny; and, 
by a feries of concurring circumftances which they 


could 
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could not have hoped for, to have the glory entirely 
to demolith a fociety, which, frengthened by the 
public oprnion, feemed inexpugnabdle, and inipired 

the molt powerful Potentates with a kind of terror. 
A fingle fpark produced this great conflagration, 
‘The perfon whom the Jefuits confidered as the moft 
extraordinay man, and the moit proper to extend 
their riches and credit, brought this deftruftion upon 
them, Father de la Valerte, agent for the houfe of 
St. Pierre in Martinico, carried on, fince the year 
1747, 4 very lucrative commerce. By his ingenious 
and bold fpeculations, he had augmented it to fach 
a degree as,to excite the jealoufy of the merchants 
and iphabitants of the colony; who faw with re- 
gret, that a Jefuit heaped up all their commodities 
in his magazines, poured all their fpecie into his 
own coffers, and intercepted the circulation from e- 
very quarter, in order that he might have the exclu- 
five management and diftribution of it. Complaints 
of this monopnly werc carried tothe throne, and it 
became neceffary to recall this member 5 who defer- 
ved a recompence from his Order, and who at the 
faine time received from them the honourable ticle, 
of Super or General of the Windward Iflands, The 
credit of the Jefuits pacified the alarms given to Go- 
verament. Father la Valette was allowed to return 
to Martinico, decorated with the title of Vifitor 
General and Apoftolic Prefe@ of the Miffions in that 
rirt of the wold. He foon refumed the courfe of 
fi affairs, formed eftablifhments as far as the neigh« 
bouring iflands, and had fa@ories at Dominica, Ma- 
rie-Galante, Grenada, Saint Lucia, and St. Vincent, 
He drew bil's of exchange upon Bourdeaux, Nantz, 
Lyons, Paris, Cadiz, Leghorn, and Amfterdam ; and 
it is impoffible to calculate how far his ambition 
would have extended, had it not been for the unfore- 
feen cataitrophe which demolithed all his projeéts. 
His veffels, laden with riches, went over the feas 
with fecurity, when the Englith began thofe gene. 
ral hoftilities, fatal to fo many {peculators, and efpe- 
cially to the brothers Lionay and Gouffre, merchants 
at 
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at Marfeilles, who, in expectation of two millions € 
of merchandize, bad accepted notes to the amount 
of a million and a half § drawn by the Jefuits, 
As foon as they were informed of the fatal ftroke, 
they had recourfe to Fathet Sacy, Agent General of 
the Miffions, who referred the matter to his fupe- 
riors, By a fatality which feemed then to concur 
in the ruin of the Society, the death of their Chief 
had fufpended the a@ivity of their adminiftration ; 
there were unavoidable delays ; the merchants could 
not receive the fuccours they expedted ; the notes 
were becoming due; and defpair took poffeflion of 
the hearts of the Lionays. That houfe, which cir 
culated thirty millions ¢per annum; that houfe, 
fo much diftinguifhed, fituated upon the public 
place at Marfeilles, was reduced from the fummit of 
opulence to the horrors of a declared bankruptcy, 
and had the misfortune a!fo to involve # multitude 
of unfortunate perfons in its ruin. Their correfpon- 
ences, which were infinite, affected all the com- 
mercial towns throughout the kingdom of France. 
In the mean time, the new Chief of the Jefuits, con- 
{cious of the neceflity of fupporting the credit of his 
agents, had given orders to {ead them the funds re~ 
quifite, The courier who was charged with this im- 
portant news arrived at the brothers Lionay on the 
aad February 1756, and they had flopped payment 
the roth. From a fingular and unaccountable ca- 
price~equally repugnant to she fpirit of equity 
which ought to prevail in @ religious Order, and to 

olicy, which thefe were topped to poffefs in a 
Fuperior degree—the Jefuits, finding that the eclat 
was made, withdrew their fupport. In vain did the 
Lionays write the moft affefting letters to Father 
Sacy: he had nothing but tears snd prayers to grant 
them; he made an offering for them of the holy fa- 
crifice of the Mafs ¢ 

© Unwards of eighty-three chocfand three hundred pounds. 

§ Sixcy-two thonfand Gve hundred pounds. 

} One million two bundred and fifty thoufsad pounds. 

1 Thele ridiculous phrafes were quoted in the plesding of M. 
Logoave, in favour of the brothers Lionsy, us exiraQted from 
the original letters of Pathes Sacy. a 

ie 
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‘The inconfiftency of the Society was carried tothe 
moft extreme degree in this affair; for, notwith- 
ftanding their infenfibiliry to the mistortunes of 
their agents, they neverthelef acknowledged the 
debts of Father de la Valette, and even caufed 

art of them to be paid by another correfpondent, 
i a word, whether it were that they were tired 
of being jut, or that they found the impoflibility 
of fatistying ‘all the demands, or whether an invifi- 
ble and inimical power drove them to their deftrnc- 
tion, the channels through which periodical fupplies 
were tranfmitted, to the merchant who fucceeded 
the Lionays, were shut, and all the payments flopped, 
An immenfe number of creditors appeared, and the 
tribunals refounded with their complaints, ‘The 
Jefuits ill had the credit to obtain letters patent 

Aug, 1 catty thefe difputes to the Grand Cham- 
‘7 Ge° ber of the Parliament of Paris; but this 

*790 was their lait effort, Their obje@ had 
been tohave the caufe referred, and thus to render 
it indeterminable ; at leait to condua it in obfcurity, 
that they might be more at liberty to continue their 
inanguvres. A decree was iffued, ordering the 
caufe to be tried ; and the uriverfal joy which the 
perfons who affiited at the audience expreffed, 
Ought to have apprized thei of the danger of expo- 
fing themfelves in public: but they were deaf to this 
fulutary warning, and haftened to their deftruction, 

‘To the capital fault of putting themfclves in the 
hands of juftice, the Jefuits added feveral blunders in 
their defence. ‘They varied in their depofitions two 
orthree times. At firft they pretended that the ne- 
gociations of Father la Valette ought only to concern 
the houte at Martinico ; and Father Sacy anfwered, 
in the name of the Society, to M Gouffre, who foli- 
cited him tokeep the engagements he had contract- 
ed. Perifh, peri/h all of you, ewe can do natking for you. 
We have feen, that afterwards this fane Asent 
General of the Miffions had appointed a correfpon- 
dent to pay the bills of exchange drawn by the Foufe 
at Martinico ; their Advocate foon confned bnurfelf to 
the plea, that there was neither folidity of right nor 

folidity 


OF LEWIS XV, 39 


folidity of fact in the affair of Father de 1a Valette, 
Ta a word, they had recourfe to a fingular fubterfuze; 
they (aid, that commerce being forbidden to religious 
Orders by the canons of the Church, and by the laws, 
it was a formal oppofition to them on the part of Fa- 
ther de Ia Valette, an offence againft the Church, 
which ought not tobe attributed to the whole Society, 
Decaufe fines are perfonal, and that in criminal matters 
there are no fureties, But the completion of their 
errors was the giving into the fnare that had 
‘been prepared for them y their adverfaries; Thefe 
>in order to prove that the government of the Jefu- 
its was defpotic , ‘that every thing was Submitted to 
the power of the General ; that he was the fole pro- 
prietor and diftributor of the funds, inthe name of 
the Company ; that Father de la Valette neither was, 
nor could be, any thing more thanthe Agent of the 
fociety, appointed by the General—appealed to, and 
quoted the conftirations of the Society, with which 
they feemed to be perfestly acquainted, ‘The Jefu- 
its on the contrary, referred to-thofe fame conftitu- 
tions, to prove that the Society had no property, and 
that the funds belonged to the feveral Colteges or 
Houfes, This was what the Public Tribunal cx- 

eéted ; they required the depofit of the fatal book, 
rom which was to follow not only the lofs of the 
caufe, but the entire extin@ion of the April, 
Order, Accordingly, the Parliament or- *7 vs ? 
dered the conftitutions to be brought to "704 
the office of the Court. A feries ot terrible decrees 
fucceeding each other with incredible rapidity, was 
the refult of this inquiry, 

The General, and in him the Society, De 
were condemned to pay the bills of 77% 4 
exchange, with the interefts, damages, ‘Ma 7 
and cofts ; and by the refolution of the e, 
Public Tribunal, Father la Valette, and 17! 
all the other Members, were forbidden, under fuch 
penalties as might be infliéted, to interfere, direétly 
or indireétly, in any kind of traffic which was inter- 
ditted to ecclefiattical perfons by the canons received 
in the kingdom by the ordonnances of the King, and 
by decrees and regulations of the Court. This fen- 

tence 
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tence was 2 terrible one ; but the Jefaits, perceiv- 
jag at lait, that the only thing they bad to do, wus to 
faboit to it, took arrangements to pay their creditors. 
Brother Gatin, appointed Agent General of the Mif- 
fions in Ameri¢a, found means in the {pace of eight 
or nine months, to pay off near one million three 
hundred thoufand livrcs* s and it is probable that he 
would have found other refources to pay them all in 
a few years, evea without difpofing of any of the ef- 
feéts of the fociety, had it not been for the new blow 
jiven to them by the Parliament; a blow equally 
fatal to the debtors and creditors, 

From the examination of the conftitutions of the 
Jefuits, there refulted an admirable, but at the fame 
time an alarming piGure of the Order ; all the mem- 
bers of which, being united together by the confor 
nity of their morals, by the refemblance of their 
doétrine and manners ; united to their Chief by the 
ties of an implicit fubmiffion, and a zealous and fpee~ 
dy obedience ; were thus con{tantly a¢tuated by the 
fame fpirit, governed by one foul, and forming an ab- 
folutely diftin&t body in the State, receiving no laws 
but thofe of a foreigacr, their General, abfoiute in 
his will over their difpofitions, their manners, and 
their eftates—over their external adminiftration, and 
over the inftitution itfelf. 

From the examination of the titles of the founda~ 
tion of the Order, of its eftablifhment inthe kingdom, 
there appeared another fa&t, not lefs ftriking, name- 
ly, that they bad been formally excluded from the 
Stare as @ religious Order, asa fociety of Jefus, as 
Jefuite, that is to fay, as being what they were — 
that if they had been admitted under the form of a 
college, that isto fay, as what they were not, it 
had only been provifionally, by way of experiment, 
‘and with relation to certain conditions, which they 
hed never fullfilled, and to which their General 
had obftinately refufed to fubfcribe fo that the 
contraét between this religious Order and the State 
had never been completed ;—and their exiitence 
in France was the effe& only of toleration, and not 
the confequence of adoption, 

© Upwards of Sity-four thovfand pounds. 
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‘This double difcovery delighted the Magiftracy: 
they forefaw that they fhould retaliate on the Society 
alt the difgraces, of which they confidered the Jefa- 
its as the concealed authors, The Abbé Chauvelia 
was ftill alive ; this man, whofe monttrous deformixy 
had fubjeéted him to habitual fufferings, acquired 
from this fuch a degree of tharpnefs in his humours, 
that they had produced an abundance of bile in him, 
ever ready to overflow. His difpofition was become 
gloomy, ery, fatirical, unmoved by any kind of plea- 
ure. He had an extreme defire of diftinguithin, 
himfelf ; and this paflion, fo imperious upon minds 
fofceptible of its energy, was, in him, the fabltitate 
to atother enjoymentss Devoured with the thirft of 
fway, he had put himfelf at the head of the Janfenitt 
party, althou, f he laughed st them in his heart, In 
that capacity he had.been diftinguithed, ot the time 
ofthe exile of 1754: he remembered the Mont. St. 
Michel, and that recolle@tion fupported him in an 
immenfe labour, under which one would have imae 
gined that his frail coniiftution mutt have funk. He 
undertook to look over, to examine, and to difculs all 
the titles of that undigeited mafs of papers depofited 
by the Jefuits 5 he extraéted from thence the account 
ofthe origin, progrefs, and prefent ftate of the Socie~ 
ty; he reprefented it as a dreadful Coloffus, which, 
with its two arms, embraced Enrope and America, 
and affedted an empire over the whole univerfe, He 
prevailed fo much upoa the Chambers affembled, by 
the bitter eloquence of bisaccount, that the Parlia~ 
ment finore the image upon his feet, which were of 
clay, and in an inflame that enormous ma{s, which ter- 
rified by its power, was no longer frightful but by 
its ruins, 

We mutt not, however, omit any circumfance, 
‘The Abbé Chauvelin would never bave fucceeded in 
his vatt defiga, if he hed not been fupported by the 
Duke de Choiten!, who encouraged him in his endeay- 
ours, and gave weight to his fpeeches, This Mini- 
fter, of an ative, and bold turn of mind, endea- 
vouring to effect revolutions, not only in the Coorts, 
‘and in the States, but alfo in the minds of the people 


—whofe 
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—whofe mode of thinking waa liberal, aod unre- 
ftrained by prejudices—had been acknowledged by 
the modern Philofophers, whofe fe&t was beginning 
to aequite much confitence, as worthy to be their 
protector 3 and he ju®ified their cho'ce, by his zeal 
for the propagation of their doStrine. One of their 
principles was the extirpation of Monks, and the de- 
fruétion of convents, the afylums of ignorance and 
bigotry, The Duke de Choifeul was fenfible that 
he could not fucceed in this, as long as the Jefuits 
fubtifted Although they defpifed the Monks, auong 
whom they would not be claffed, they confidered 
them asthe militia of the Church, aid were aware of 
the danger there would be in fuffering them to bz 
fupprefled, or even leffened. It was therefore ne- 
eeflary to begin by them, Befides, this Nobleman 
had a perfonal diflike to the Onder, and was feared 
by them During his embaffy at Rome, he had 
had occafion to difcover their prying tpirit of ine 
trigue. In a word, the circumfances that were 
paffing in Spain, and efpeciily in | ortugal, rendered 
the opportunity as favourable as he could with, for 
the execution of his projeét. ‘Ihey were accufed of 
having made themfelves Kings over the Indians of 
Paraguay, to have fomented there the civifion be- 
tween the re(pective fubjeéts of the two Crowns, to 
have excited a war and to have made head ageintt 
the combined armies of thofe fovereigns, and to have 
been guilty of the maf extraurdinary and unheard of 

Sere, erermuticr. Accordingly, his moit Faithful 
3 54% Majetty, conficering them 2 bettors and 
‘758. nftigaters of the affaffination attempted onhis 
perfonempublithed a kind of manifefto againft them, 
herein he declared them rotorious rebels, traitors, 
real enemies, and aggreffors, as much in former 
times as at prefent, againit his Royal perfon, his do~ 
minions, the public peace of bis kingdoms, and figni- 
ories, and of the common good cf his faithful fub- 
jeSs*——he declared them outlawed, proferibed, and 


© Exprefions tranilated from the 2 for the expuifion of 
the Jeluits from Portugal, the 34 September, 1759. 
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exterminated— commanded that they fhould be ex- 
pelled from his dominions, and, in a, caufed them 
to be conveyed immeciate!y into thofe of the Pope, 
that he might do what he pleafed with them. Spain 
had not yet carried matters to fuch extremity, but 
her Minittry was defirous of it, ‘and the example of 
France might have great influence over her. The 
Duke de Choifeu!, who was forming his family-com~ 
pee with that Conrt, wifhed, at the fame time, that 
1e. was fatisfying his private refentment, to do fome~ 
thing that would be agreeable to them. Lewis XV, 
had alfo received 2 blow ; and when any attempt was 
made upon the life of a King, it mutt, of couric, be 
laid to the charge of the Jefuits So general a pres 
of flion was, in the minds of the prejudiced per- 
fons, a fufficient motive for their expulfion. ‘Ihe 
more effectually to fucceed in this attempt, that 
monttrous volume of the pretended affertions of their 
cafnitts and other writers was prt in order, and it was 
inferred from it, that they taught a amurderous and 
abominable doftrine, not only injurious to the fecurity 
and the life of the citizens, but even to that of the 
facred perfons of Sovereigns. ‘The ftorm was vie 
olent, and yet the Jefuits would have efcaped, if their 
conduét had been as verfatile as it was reprefented , 
if by a diffimulation, contrary indeed to religious 
fimplicity, put prefcribed by that worldly prudence, 
which it was faid they poffeffed in fo fuperior a de~ 
gree, they would have conformed themfelves to the 
times, to places, to circumftances, and to perfons ; if 
their General had not cifplayed an inflexi v: 
which ought never to be afflumed but by an upright 
man, and which fhould, at Jeaft, be the attribute ofa 
great and heroic mind. 

The Jefuits had fcarce any open and declared ene- 
mies againft them at Court, except the Duke de 
Choifeul, and the Marchionefs de Pompadour, whom 
the Duke had fabdued. Perhips they might even 
have regained her favour, by feizing with addrefs 
@ proper opportunity of paying their court to her, 
But they could not have done this, without incurrin; 
the difpleafure of the Queer, of the Dauphin and 

Dau. 
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Dauphinefs, and of all the Royal Family, who pro- 
teGted them. The King, perfe@tly convinced of 
their innocence with regard to the attempt conmmit- 
ted againft his perfon, was, as ufaal, the mott indif- 
ferent perfon in this conteft. He therefore 
wy to the folicitations of the favourite interceflors, 
in behalf of the Society, who furrounded him; and 
the Duke de Choifeu!, too fubrie to offend thefe av- 
gt perfonages dire@ly, made no oppofition, His 
ajefty was given to underftand, that the Parlig- 
Ment was taking hafty ftrides, and that it was not 
right to. leave the accufed entirely at the difcretion 
the Magiftrates, whofe animofity againt the Jefu- 
its could not be unknown. An onder was therefore 
.,  iffued, that, tor the fpace of a twelve~ 
Lit month, nothing fhould be either pofitives 
2 ty or provifionally decided upon any 
af > matter which concerned the inftitution, 

479% conttitution, and efteblifhment of the 
houfes of the Society ; and a Committee, taken from 
the Members of the Council, was appointed to exa- 
mine the parts of this famous caule Undoubredly 
they were noe fo decifive, for thefe Gentlemen, be» 
fore they pronounced, propofed the tour following 
queftions : ng 

“ ae, Of what ule are the Jefuits in France, with 
S* yefpet co the feyeral fangtions in which they are 
employed 2” 

“ a. What is their doétrine upon the feveral are 
ticles in queftion, the Regicide, the Ultramontane 
“* opinions, the liberties of the Gallican church, and 
the four articles of the Clergy ?” 

*, What is their conduct in the interior of 
“ their houfes, and what ule do they make of their 
« privileges, with regard to the Bifhops and the Cu- 
«¢ rates ? 

4°. What means can be ufed to remedy the excef- 
‘© five authority exerted by their General over the 
 perfons whfo compofe this Society ?” 

he Menivers of the Committee were defirous of 
haying the opinion of the Clergy upon thefe feveral 
points, Twelve Prelates were appointed to ented 
thent; 
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them; and the refult of their decifion was, that 
it was neceflary, not to extinguifh, but to regulate 
the exiftence of the Jefuits in Frence, A plan of 
accommodation was drewn up, and fent to the 
Pope, and the General; but the latter refuted to 
accede to any, andreplied with haughtinels, Sew sa 

aut non fine *. “Nhe decree of PrO- 6 purus 
Ceription immediately enfued The Par © 44g 
Tiament declared in it the Bulls, Brief, ‘70% 
Conftitutions, and other regulations of the Society, 
ealled of Jefus, to be incroachments of authority ; 
pronounced that there were abofes in them; diffoly- 
ed the Society ; forbade the Jefuits to wear ‘the ha~ 
bit of the Order—to live under the obedience of the 
General, and other Superiors of the faid Society— 
tokcep up a correfpondence, either direétly or indi. 
re@ly, with them—to quit the houfes dependent 
upon the Order—~and forbade their living in a com- 
munity ; referving to themfelves the right of grant- 
ing to each of them, upon their petitions, the penfi- 
ons neceflary for their fubfiftence, and interdiSing to 
them the poffeffion of any Prebendé, Livings, Pul- 
pits, or any other clerical or municipal offices, with- 
‘out having previoufly taken the oath prefcribed in the 
faid decree, 

Les ci-dewant foi difant Fefuites +—for this was the 
burlefque denomination given to them in future— 
urged powerful arguments again this decree of 
death, which they reprefented as an a@ of tnonttrous 
iniquity. They exclaimed—for our impartiality 
obliges us to give an account equally ot the memo- 
rials of the two parties—they exclaimed, that a 
hundred formalities had been omitted in their con- 
demnation, the omifion of one of which would have 
rendered the fentence void againft the meaneft 
individual, Undoubtedly, the moft effential fault, 
was that of not having heard nor fummoned them, 
and in an inftance, too, when the ftate, the life, and 
the honour of four thoufand individuals was-at ftake, 
when they were accufed of being affaffins, poifo- 

© Let them be as they sre, or not be. 

+ The formeriy Seif-entitled Jefaive. 
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ers, and regicides! Upon whet motives were the 
condenmed Upon ant infitution extolled in the 
Bulls of twenty Sovereign Pontiffs ;—upion conftituti- 
ons, tafter-pieces of ernment, the empire of 
which, at moft, was only extended to the interior 
management of the Order, and could not deprive the 
civil laws of the coercive authority over thefe Pricits, 
as fubje&s ;—upon a colledion of affertions, fome of 
which were only the defence and unfolding of 
the natural right, a right engraven inthe heart of 
man; befides, being conformable to feveral others 
of the fame kind, which might have been extracted 
from the remonftrances even of the Magiftrates 
themfelves; while others were only eroneaus 
maxims of fuperftition and fanaticifm, common, 
in times of confufion and ignorance, to every re- 
ligious Order, to all the Clergy, and almot to the 
whole Church ;—the sffemblage of which, in a 
word, had been formed without being examined, 
without contradiSion from the accufed, with a de- 
gree of treachery, precipitation, and negligence, 
which would be very apparent to any body, who 
would take the trouble to employ themfelves ina trif- 
Jing and tedious examination, and which, for that vee 
ry reafon, required the greateit cooinefs, and the 
niteft circunfpection. They were ftill more fevere 
with their enemies ; they afked where their crimes 
were attelted ? who were their accufers, the proofs, 
and the witneffes? In Portugal, a King was affaf- 
finated ; the Jefuits Alexander, Mathos, and Ma- 
Jagrida, were arrefted, detained, and condemned ; 
‘but on account of all crimes, except that one which 
was the effential grievance that occafioned the intire 
expulfion of the Order. In France, Damiens had not 
accufed them in the leaft, at the time of the affaflina- 
tion of Lewis XV. He appesred, on the contrary, 
to be entirely devoted to the Magiftrates, whom he 
had dared to folicit the King to recall, He had 
curfed the Archbithop, and hi. obftinacy, concern 
ing which he had declarcd, that he was defirous of 
opening his Majefty’s eyes; the firft words h~ bad 
uttered had been, Save the Dauphin; as if the fie of 
that 
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that Prince was in danger ; while it was the interett 
of the Jefuizs to have him upon the throne, and that 
it could only .be for his fake, that they thould have 
committed this horrid regicide. If Damiens, in his 
private interrogatories, had revealed any thing con- 
cerning this plor, how could the Judges have ree 
inained fve years in fo culpable a fecurity? Why, 
fince they ventured to deflroy the whole Order, 
upon vague and chimerical declarations, had they 
been affraid of avenging their Sovereign ot the out- 
rageous attempt of fome individuals, whom the 
could not fuffer to live, without becoming accompli~ 
ces, and refponfible for ail the misfortunes which 
might ftill happen? ‘The circumftance which they 
more efpeciilly confidered as the highelt excefs of 
tyranny, was the making their fubfiftence the price 
of their infamy, the forcing them to lie againft their 
own confciences, by taking an oath to deteft an infti- 
tution which they had embraced as fared, and which 
they ftill confidered in the fame fight, 

This oath was the more ridiculoufly contrived, as, 
according to the moral dostrine of the Society, efta- 
blithed in the book of the affertions, thofe members 
who fhould have bafenefs to take it, ought to be moft 
fufpe&ted, as they could not be any thing elfe than 
traitors, perjured, and hypocrites, For, in fact, 
what dependence coull be placed upon men who 
were reprcfented as Proteus, always effentially the 
feme, under whatever form they difguifed them- 
felves ; asa perverfe generation, who no correati> 
on coukl amend, and whofe repentance could never 
be manifetted by any certain figns? ‘the only ftep 
to be taken with them, was to exp | them without 
any terms or reftridtions, as the King of Pormgal 
had done; who in that particular at leaft, had agted 
with much more confiftency. 

The Parliaments of Rouen and Rennes had been 
the firt to follow the example fet them by that of 
Paris. Some Parliaments were more tardy ; that of 
Flanders could not -cfolye to doan 1& which they 
comidered as unjuft, againt Fatuers with whofe con- 
duct they were edified, To put a itop to. thefe vari- 

ous 


48 THE PRIVATE LIFE 


ous opinions, the Duke de Choifenl at fength caufed 
an edi@ to be iffued by his Majetty, 
68. which ordered, that the Society of the 

+758. Jefaits thould no more exift in the king- 
dom; permitting, however, the members that 
compofed it to live in the King’s dominions as private 
individaals, under the {piritual authority of the Or- 
dinazies on the {pot, and conforming themfelves to 
the laws of the kingdom, 

‘The manner with which this.rigorous [aw was fof- 
tened, was a certain proof, that policy alone, or ra- 
ther weeknefa, direSted the fteps of the Court, efpe- 
cially chat they were in no dread of thofe afahes, 
Btifonert, or regicides: the Court fwarmed with Je~ 
fairs; they fill remained Conteffors of the Kiag, the 
Dauphin, the Queen, and all the Royal Family; 
there were few Courtiers who had not taken one of 
them in his houfe, and it was the fafhion to have @ 
Jefuit in the Family. M, de Voltaire, the mimic of 
the grest Noblemen, had one likewife; it is true, 
that it was in order to fubjeét him to all his caprices, 
to torment him, and cruelly to difmi(s him at the end 
of = few years, when he found him of no further 
ufe, . 

‘The molt remarkable confequence of the expuffion 
of the Society, and which it’s bigots did not fail to 
confider as a punifhment from |, was, that thofe 
creditors who had occafioned the cataftrophe, were 
the fir vidtims of it. They had been regularly paid, 
fince brother Gi had begun to make arrang: 
ments with them, till the moment when, at length 
defpairing of being able to avert the ftorm with 
which they were threatened, the Jefuits ceafed to 
do honour to the engagements they had entered in 
to, in order to attend entirely to their own perfonal 
intereft, It would no doubt have been aéting more 
heroically to receive the blow with refignation, truft- 
ing to Providence, and negle€ting thofe precautions, 
which indeed the violation of all laws with refped 
tothem feemed to authorize, but which was prohi- 
bited by the dotrine of religious felf-denial. Their 
conduét was not regulated upon this principle, and 
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it muft be acknowledged, there are few among the 
number that condemned them, who would not have 
adted as they did. ‘lhey gave way to the natural 
inftin@, which preferibes to min to take care of bis 
own prefervation, at any rate or peril ; and therefore 
the walls of the Jefuits were the only parts of their 
property remaining to take an inventory of. 

‘o this firft lofs, mutt be added a number of bills 
of exchange, fraudulently drawn, as it was pretend. 
ed® by foreign Jefuits, who, becoming creditors to 
themtelves, diminifhed by fo much more the fhare 
of the real creditors; fo that the debts of the Soci- 
ety, which in the beginning amounted to cnly three 
millions ¢, were increafed to nine t ‘1 his projuced 
a dreadful train of ations, a labyrinth of chicanery, 
in which the moft able lawyers were loft. In a word, 
it became a diredion, that is to fay, an abundant 
harvett for Attorneys, Advocates, Judges, and all 
the members of juftice emploved, who enriched 
themfelves; and a fource of ruin to the creditors, 
who fpent their principal in cofts, and curfed the 
Parliament infinitely more than the Jefuits, 

‘The Magittrates themfelves had occafion, if not 
to repent, at leaft not to applaud theinfelves much 
on their triumph. They experienced, that if there 
is no {uch thing as a petty foe, there is nothing more 
formidable than an enemy driven to extremities, and 
reduced to the excefs of defpair. By the fequel of 
events we fhal] fee that the Jefuits; in their highett 
degree of power and fplendor, never did then: fuch 
material injury, as in their (tate of abje@ion and an- 
nihilation. Even the Janfenitts themfelves, fo proud 
of their fall, perceived too late that their own con- 
fiftency depended upon that of their rivals, and 
feemed to endeavour, from time to time, to fuppofe 
them brought to lite again, that, by combating a 
phage they might recover the confequence they 

ad loft, 
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In general, the moft confiderable and the wifeft 
part of the kingdom regretted the Jefuits. To that 
fentiment of pity ufually excited by unfortunate peo- 
ple, was added a fentiment of gratitude, Almoft 
ali the generation of that time had been educated by 
them: it is feldom that we do not preferve to our 
matters fome remains of that veneration and refpect 
with which they have infpired us. The Jefuits, 
more than any other inftru@ors, poffeffed the talent 
of exciting thefe fentiments ; and among their judges 
a few incendiaries excepted, they reckoned a great 
many partifans, who were forced to efteem them, 
and inwardly to do them juftice. in fa, if this 
great caufe had been pleaded with all the prepavati- 
on und importance which it deferved, the Jefuits 
might have faid to the Magiitracy; ‘* Before ye con- 
a gemn us, O ye, whofe hearts and oinds we have 
“ formed, anfwer our expoftulations: we appeal to 
«* the opinion you muft have entertained of us, at an 
age, the candour and innocence of which were 
certainly as well adapted to enable you to form 9 
found decifion upon fuch matters, as the know- 
ledge you have fince acquired. Anfwer our quef- 
tions; Have we ever attempted in our fchools, in 
our converfations, in our tribunals of confeflion, 
to inculcate into you any of thofe abominable max- 
ims with which we are reproached? Have you 
read them in the books which we have put into 
your hands? , Have you obferved in our domettic 
conduét any thing analogous to fuch a mode of 
thinking? Jt is upon works buried in the duft of 
libr-ries, is it upon dead people that you are to 
© pronounce—or upon our dogtrine, now exiftin: 
“and avowed—upon us, lately your matters, an 
« {till in poffeffion of colleges, pulpits, and confeffi- 
*€ onals, under the (anion of two authoroties, with 
** the approbation of the Prelates, and the rewards 
“ of the Sovereign 7?” 

Alas! the Magiftrates bredup under Lewis the 
Great faid ali thefe things to themfelves; they a- 
greed to them in private ; but as foon as they were 
feated upon the flowers-de-luce, they forgot hee 
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led aftray by fanatics, who were their brethren, A 
few only ventured to give an afylum to their antient 
prefects, and imagined that they made amends for 
their weaknefs by this a& of humanity, There was 
‘one obfervation to be made upon thele refugee Jefu- 
its, that might have been apparent to any one who 
wonld have attended to it; which was, that with 
their gown they feemed to have lott all their merit, 
‘They were no longer the fame perfons ; whether it 
were that this habit was @ kind of talifman, the ina- 
gic illufion of which kept people in awe, made them 
‘appear in a greater light to vulgar eyes, and fer off 
their talents to the bett advantaze ; or whether their 
being (ripped of it betrayed their inability, and that 
they really did not_poffefs the genius, the relources, 
and the vigour which was attributed to them. La 
Tour, Neuville, Montigny, Geoffroy, Berchur, ¢if- 
covered nothing but pulillanimity, and were obfer- 
ved to cry like women. But we repeat it once more, 
the recovered all their energy when they had an-op- 
Portunity to avenge themfeves, 

Inthe midit of fo many misfortunes with which 
they were overwhelmed, the firtt confolation the Je- 
fuits enjoyed, was to hear the clamours of the Pro- 
vinees, which complained that fince their expulfion 
the colleges were forfaken in feveral places, neglea- 
ed in moft parts, and no where fo well maintained as 
by their inftrustors, Even the Philofophers—who, 
confidering nothing in that event but the good of hn- 
manity, and the advancement of knowledge, had 
flattered themfelves that advantages would be taken 
of this circumftance, to alter and improve the educa- 
tion of youth, againft which they had fora long 
while exclaimed—difcovered that the only motive of 
the Parliament had been to fatisfy their rerfonal ani« 
mofity, and that th<y had never in view fo laudable 
and patriotic adefign Skilful indeftroving, they knew 
not how to rebuild ; the tedious and barren routine 
of the claffes were not improved; the naters were 

+ perfons of no eftimation, or fervile mercenaries ; and 
the fcholars continued to pefs the prim. of their life 
in difguit, Jamentation, and weari‘ouenels, 
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The critical fituation in which the Courts of Ma- 
gilracy were foon placed, by murmurs of another 
kind, and more general, giving an opportunity to 
the Jefuits to intrigue with fuccefs, contributed ftill 

+N to inereafe their hopes, M, de Rertin had 

as Be tucceeded M. de Silhouette as Comptral- 

1759 ler General, and the joy of having got 
vid of the latter, who was, however, undoubtedly 
poll: ffed of 2 greater thare of knowledge and theory 
than the former, rendered him for a time agreeable 
tothe nation, He was a man ofa mild dilpofition, 
afriend 10 palliative remedies, not forefeeing the 
mare confiderable and incurable evils that might 
refult from them, He withdrew thofe logiflative ats 

Mach of his predeceffor, which had occafioned 
3 wéo, the greatett clamourss ard though he 

1780. fybftituted to them a third Vingteme, a 
double and tripte increafe of the capitation, as well as 
an additional penny * per livre ¢upon the cuftoms 
of the farms, yet as thofe taxes were judged lefs ins 
tolerable than the cruel edi@ of fubfidy, which had 
excited fuch great alarms, he acquired the credit of 
exerting a lefs degree of tyranny  Refides, every 
thing was laid to the charge of M. de Sithouette, 
who, by the irreparable mitchief he had done to pub- 
lie credit and confidence, had rendered thefe refour- 
ces neceflary, The Magiflrates, more cool than the 
people= who were tranfported with a tranftory deli- 
rium of joy—ought to have weighed in their Affem- 
bly the enormous burthen of the taxes, which was 
not yet known Entirely taken up with their pri- 
vate quarrels, they neglected toflipulate the interes 
af the nation, and regittered without making any dif- 
teulty. In this manner they regitlered a nmltitude of 
loans, and did not in the leaft examine what ufe was 
to be made of them; they did no: examine who was 
to pay the intere(t, how it was to be pai, or even 
whether ic would be paid. Dupes were found who 
breught in their money, and that was fufficient, 
"the barliament were left at liberty quictly to tor~ 
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ment the Jefuits, and, to reward them for their com- 
plaifance, their ridiculous vanity was for an inflant 
gratified. 

The Parliament of Befancon, which had more 
vigour than that of Paris, and elpecially wore patri- 
olilm, was agizated with an intelline divition, on ac 
count of thofe fame taxes, which they had refufed to 
regitter, and the greatett and belt part of its members 
were banithed, Thirty of theathad detached them- 
felves from their Chief, who, by a montirous abufe, 
united at the fame time in his perfon, the incompa- 
tible functions of Firt Prefident and Commiflary for 
the province, that is to fay, Intendant, This Chief, 
who was M. de Boynes, had at the fame time an ine 
delible ftain fixed upon him, in the eyes of the Ma- 

‘ittracy, from having been Attorney General in the 
hambi e Royale. All the Parliaments, therefore, inte~ 
refted themfelves for that of Befancon ; and, when 
the King made anfwer to that of Paris, that this alfair 
did not concern thein, he advanced a fyftem, which, 
if it was not ancient, kad at leatt fomething fpecious 
in it, and woul. marvelloufly have-increafed the con- 
fequence of the Magiltracy, if they could have a 
ed themfelves of it. They anfwered—that the 
was entirely perfonal to them, fince all the Parlia~ 
ments compofed only one body, divided into feveral 
"Thofe of Provence cid not fail to adopt with 
y a plan of union, which increaed their confe= 
quence, and affinilated them to the Court of Peers. 
Eight of them fecanded the intreatics of this laf, 
‘The Council would not adopt this pretenfion , they 
combated it by writings ; but, however, focn giving 
way, furnifhed an opportunity to the Magiitrates of 
extending it. ing recalled the exited 4,4 
officers of the Parliament of Franche Comté, "en 
and gave them fatisfattion, by withdrawing 179% 
M, de Ropacs from that Court, in order to appoint 
him Counfeltor of State, 

This ephemeral triumph of the Magiftrates was 
followed, as was imagined by clear-fighted perfons, 
with a freth facrifice of the national intereft. Ina 
Bed of Juice holden, by making the King break 
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his moft folemn promifes, the fecond Vingtieme, which 
was to ceafe immediately upon the ceffation of hofti- 
Me lities, was prolonged for fix years. Other 
3 Gc. burthens were fubftituted to the fuppreffion 
$7©3- of the third Fingtieme, the refult_ of which 
was, that the fubjeéts were to pay more in time of 
peice than they did in time of war, more efpecially 
‘as the taxes fubftituted were to begin immediately, 
while thofe that were fupprefled were to be collected 
for upwards of fix months to come, Ina word, the 
people were impofed upon, by announcing the fincere 
views of reducing all the impofts to a contribution, 
equitable, conftant, and proportioned to the value 
and produce of their property : a vague operation, 
and an idle phantom, intended to deceive them by 
the delufive profpeét of advantageous changes in 
future, thar they might be induced to fupport, with 
lefy impatience, the enormous burthen of the taxes 
that had been preferved. Perfons who were the 
muokt inclined to judge favourably of the intentions of 
Government, could not avoid thinking in this manner; 
when they read the captious difpofitions of the edia@, 
in which, very far from reforming the abufes the 
Courts had fo long complained of, they were only 
endeavoured to be palliated, and perpetuated, by 
diforder and confufion, by arbitrary and clandeftine 
proceedings. 

If the Parliament had been really animated with 
that fpirie of patriotic zeal which they pretended 
to have; if, in the affairs of the sation, they had 
exerted the fame warmthas in thofe which concerned 
their dignity, or the private paffions of fome of their 
members, his was undoubtedly the opportunity to re- 
fute the regiftering of any thing, to deflare themfelves 
incapable of it, to folicit, without ceafing, the convo~ 
cation of the general States of the kingdom ; and, till 
that fhould be effeéted, to oppofe, by confining them= 
{elves to their real funGtions, the impofition of taxes, 
as extraordinary asthey were odious, ‘The Court of 
Aids was intigated by higher motives, and, initead 
of receiving, as ufual, the example from the Par- 
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Jiament, had given it to them®, but in vain. The 
Partiament furtered themfelves to be again feduced, 
by the favours which were beftowed upon fome of 
their members very opportunely, who appeared to be 
Tet into the fecrer of ‘Adminitication, by the choice 
that was made of a Comptroller General, taken from 
among them, and by the recent confirmation of a 
diftinétion of which they became every day more 
vain, 

‘The pufillanimity of M Bertin—which bad nat al- 
lowed him to refufe the part he was forced to aét, in 
reniering him the initrument of the oppreffion of 
France, ata time when he ought to have enabled her 
to tafte the fweets of peace—made him at the fame 
time tremble at the rep rt of the clamours which 
arofe onall fides, He thought to quiet them, on one 
hand, by thewing, that at a time when the State was 
teeming with projc@ts of retormation and improve- 
ment, he was ferioully engaged in this falutary bufi- 
nefs ; and, on the other hand, by fecming to attend to 
the expoftulations of the Magifirates, and foftening 
the rigorous laws again® which they exclaimed, Ace 
vordingly, he caufed a declaration from the King to 
be carried to the Parliament—given upon the repre~ 
fentations of the Courts, in interpretation of the 
ediés of the preceding month of May—in which, 
while he expatiated with fatisfeGtion upon the ge- 
nerel profpett with which the people were ftill de- 
coyed, it was announced, that the King fuppreffed 
the one percent fcttled at the Jatt Bed of Juttice, 
upon landed eftates 5 diminithed the duration of the 
Vingvieme, and of the grants of the towns ; and was 
taking meafares for paying off the debts of the State, 

The fame day letters patent were regiftercd, 
which contained the eftablifhment of a Committee, 
confifting of Magiftrates, to examine into the means 
of obtaining a better adminiftration of the finances 

‘The people were too outrageous to be fatisfied 
with deceitful promifes, ‘Ibe clamours of the na- 
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tion continuing, the Duke de Choifeul, who withed 
to conciliate inc Parliament, was the firft to advife 
that M Bertin fhould be fucceeded by a Counfellor 
of that Court. 'acame de Pompadour adopted the 
fcheme ; and the aftonithment was great, when it 
was known at Paris, that M. de Laverdy, a fiery 
Janfenift, one of the moft violent adverfaries of the 
Jefvils, was Comptroller General. This was no 
difgrace to his pre ieceflor ; it was even an honoura- 
ble retreat, which the Court contrived forhim The 
fourth office of Secretary of State, which had been 
fuppreffed, was re-eflablihed, and a department of 
all the minute parts of the others was formed for 
him ; a trifling adminiftration, very analogous to his 
trifling turn of mind, 

‘The choice of the King opened the career of am= 
Uition to all the Genilentn, and there was not a 
young Counfellor of Inquelis who did not flatter 
lumlelf to be «ble one day to govern the State. 
‘Chis delirium intoxicated the Parliament to fuch a 
degree, as to nake them forget the favourite fyittem 
they had conceived, and fadelenly to lofe fight of 
their bet intercfts ‘Ihe Parliaments of the pro- 
vinces had condudted themfelves with infinitely more 
propriety in the affair of the impofts, They had op- 
poled » courageous reliance to illegal proferiptions, 
and braved the menaces and the bar! of feveral 
Commandants at the head of thofe military expedi- 
tions, Among thefe, the Duke de Fitz-James had 
particularly fignalized himfeli io Languedoc, and had 
carried the excefs of defpotifia fo far as to put the 
members of the Parliament of Touloufe under an are 
reit in their houfes, It was upon this occafion that his 
fon, having met the Marquis ce Royan, who had juit 
been dining in # houfe where there were feveral of 
them, afked him, whether, fince thofe Gentlemen 
hid been cooped up, he found them fatter? No, 
anfwered he, drily, Ie thep appeared v.ry great 10 me, 
‘This vigorous reply occationed # duel between thefe 
two Noblemen, in which the former was wounded, 
However this may be, this Company could not be 
kept for ever in fuch a fituation : it became neceflary 
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to reftore them to their functions ; and their firft care 
was to iffue a warrant for perfonally apprehending 
their tyrant. But as he wasa Peer, who had a right 
to be judged by his Peers, and as the moft natural 
and-readreft mode of calling him up was near the 
perfor of the King, the Parliament of ‘lou'oufe re= 
ferred the whole proceeding to that of Paris, in order 
that the trial of the Duke de Fitz- James might be conti- 
nued, finifhed, and completed. It was impoffible to 
behave with more moderation and attention. The 
Minifters, however, thinking this a favuurable op- 
portunity of creating diffentions among the Magitrae 
cy, advifed his Majely to permit the Vriners, Dukes, 
and Peers, to go to’ the Palwis, to acknowledge the 
Parliament of fhe capital to be eminently and falely 
the effential Court of Peers ; and accordinuly, to 
ive them ro underftand, that the Magiftrates of T'on- 
loufe had incroached upon their rights, ‘The vanity 
of the Counfellors of Paris, feduced or intoxicated 
with the perfuafive words of the Mons-ch, mate then 
avail themfelves of fo precious an acknowledgiment 
from him, Without any regard to the fvftem of 
unity which they had fo recently adopted, they an- 
nulled the proceedings of the Parliament of “Tou- 
loufe, and declared that body not competent to take 
coznizance of an affair concerning a miember of the 
Peerage. 

After this, by an cffufion of gratitude for the favour 
they had received from the Court, they had the com~ 
plaifance not to follow up the proceediugs againtt 
the Duke de Fitz-James, and to fuffer him to enioy 
his triumph, without even attainting him, as they Jid 
fome years after with refpe&t to the Duke d’Aiguil- 
lon. ‘This attempt againft the rizhts of the other 
Parliaments, awakened their zeal : almott all of them 
ifued decrees, containing protelts againft the pre- 
tenfion of the Parliament of Paris ven the latter, 
having recovered from their firft eathufafm, endea- 
soured to correé&t what was alarming in their decifion, 
by acknowledging, that their dignity of fole and only 
Court of Peers, ought not to diffolve the fraternity 
between members who all compofed one and the 
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fame corps. Senfible men laughed at this inconfif- 
tency, and feveral of the Parliaments were fo much 
exa{perated at it, that they renounced an affociation, 
which only procured them the burden, without Ict- 
ting them enjoy the honours 

‘The Mayittracy, having loft by this want of 
unity, a part of the ftrength they acquired for 
ten or twelve years patt, their enemies redoubled 
their efforts againft them. ‘They exaggerated to the 
Court the incroachments, the ufurpations, which 
they every day made upon authority ; they repre- 
fented them to the people, as thinking of nothing 
but their own grandeur, and negle€ting the rights 
and interefts of the nation, whenever their refiftance 
could call in quettion either their liberty or their 
prerogatives, In a word, they endeavoured more 
and more to foment the difcord between the feveral 
Parliaments, being convinced, that the only method 
todettray them, was to attack them one after the 
other, ‘Ihey ar length fucceeded, by this manage- 
ment, but after a great deal of perfeverance, a va- 
riety of intrigues, difficulties, and commotions: be- 
fore that great event took place, feveral years e- 
lapfed, cach of them fertile in facts worthy of the 
attention of the reader. 

Among the fatal confequences of the unfortunate 
war which was jult concluded, we muft reckon two 
trials, which right be called national caufes, and 
which engaged for a long while the attention of 
the public. That of the Canadians firft began, 
‘Towards the end of the war, the Government, fa- 
tigued with the murmurs and complaints which 
came from all parts, in order to quiet in fome de- 

ree the ferment oceafioned by fo many difafters, 
Bites, and faults, deter:nined to make an exainple, 
But, too weak to attack the abufes in their fource, 
and to punith the great criminals, they fought for 
viGins who were not fo powerfully furrounded, and 
whofe punithment, however, would be likely to 
make an impreflion by their polts, and by the na- 
ture and number of their crimes. |. Berryer, who 
ndted with the fame precautions, and who, marily 

art 
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harfh and ill-natured, was often held back by the 
fear of doing an injury to himfelf, found every thing 
that was required in the Chiefs and Adminiftratars 
of Canada, 

Before the lofs of the cclory, he kad often re- 
ceived memorials, fetting forth the deplorable ftate it 
wasin: “the whole country,” itwas faid, “is ready 
* to bear teftimony of the malverfations, which have 
" been and are daily connitted in it You may 
judge of them from the large fupplies you have 
“and the extreme indigence we are oppreffed with. 
“You may judge of them from the rapid fortunes 
“they have given rife to; fortunes raifed at the 
+ expence of the King ; who has exheuled his cot 
"fers to nourifh us, and giveus flrength to fight 
«in his caufe, while we are perifhing with famine, 
“and thefe men are feeding themfelves fat upcn 

our fubitance.” ‘I'he Minifter, alreacy enraged 
at the enormity of the fums his predeceffors bad 
granted, as wel] as thofe which he was obliged to 
remit, in fpite of his plan of general economy—and 
fill more at the debts that remained to be paid, 
even after the lofs of the colony—and being befides 
informed, beyond a poffibility of doubt, to what 
an excefs the evil had grown up, (for .both prine 
cipals and fubalterns had given bim an account 
of them, in hopes of exculpating themfelves, and 
fixing the blame upon others) began by making a 
direée attack upon the Intendant, This was M. 
Bigot, 2 man of high birth, fon of a Counfellor, who 
died Subdean of the Parliament of Bourdeaux, and 
grandfon of the principal Regifter of that body, 
a near relation of the Court de Marville. ‘Lhac 
Minifter had given him a place in the civil de- 
partment of the navy, and his younger brother was 
employed in the military branch. The eldeit, 
after having paffed through the fit places in that 
line, was appointed by the Count de Maurepas, 
Dire&ting Commiffary at Louifbourg. He was there 
in the year 1745, when that fortrefs feil into the 
hands of the eneiny, and was accufed at that time 
of having been in part the caule of the mutiny of 

the 
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the garrifon ; who were enraged at leeing others ap- 
propriating to themfelves the fruits of their labours, 
y depriving them of the pay, which the King al- 

lowed fos building and repairing the fortifications, 
As the comnpliint, however, lay equally againit the 
Governor and the inferior offic: rs, who muft there- 
fore have been included in the procefs—as the Mi- 
nitter was a mild man, an eremy to noife, and not 
teady to give into all reports—and likewife as there 
would have been a good deal of difficulty, perhaps 
an impoflibility, to get at proofs of a fa, in which 
all the principal othcers were combined againft the 
foldiers—in a word, as the luftre of France at chat 
time extinguithed even its difgraces, the accufation 
was dropt, and M. Bigot, at the peace, was appoint- 
ed Intendant of New France. Unfortunately, he 
acquired by impunity only more refolution to com~ 
mit mifdemeanours, ia a colony, where, by its dif- 
tance from the metropolis—with which it has not 
anv communication during eight months in the 
ear—a great man has neceffarily alinoft an un- 

limited authority, The number of pofts it con- 
fills of, fo remote from cach other, are equally 
favourable to his private fchemes and machina- 
dans; and that mercantile turn, which the office 
infelf requires, increafes of courfe, and may even 
give birth to rapacioufnefs, in a heart fufcepiible of 
that pation, The exchange of various European 
commodities from kins, and other merchandife, the 
produce of the country—the prefents for the favages 
—the fubfitence of the troops and inhabitants—all 
which depends almoft entirely upon the Intendanr, 
to whom the fupplies from Kurope are conigned, 
form a detail fo complicated, as not to be developed 
by an ordinary man, and furnith a mot fpecious 
ard advantageous cloak to fraud. M. Bigot had 
availed himfcl€ wf his opportunities with (uch fuer 
cefs, that he was become very rich, and with him 
many others, becaufe this detention of public money 
cannot be effected without the co-operation of 
affitants, agents, and underitrappers, who are all 
cqually ative, fometimes even more fo than their 
’ principats, 
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principals. But the principals are commonly the 
objedts of attention and complaint. M. Bigot was 
abfurd enough not even to conceal his riches, and 
to keep up the moft fplendid and extravagant ap- 
pearance in the midét of univerfal diftrefs, In the 
time of the greatett fcarcity he had 2 table of twenty 
covers, a table fufficient for the maintenance of 
two hundred colonitts, M. Berryer, informed of the 
luxury and prodigality of the Intendant, had writ- 
tea tohim in thefe terms: “I beg of you to reflect 
“ ferioufly on the matter, in which that part of 
the adminiftration, is intrufted to you, 
“has been conduéted ; it is of more importance 
“ than you imagine” ‘The hint was thrown away ; 
having efcaped a more preffing danger in the ave 
of Louifbourg, where he was expretsly accufed by all 
the troops of the colony, he flattered himfelf with 
a more eafy efcape, at 2 time when the continual 
changes inthe Miniftry were likely foon to rid him 
of fo troublefome a ipy upon his aétions, Add to 
this, that, being far richer than he was before, he 
had more certain and more powerful means of jut: 
tification to a corrupt Court, and the general con- 
fufion of affairs was likely to caft fo thick a veil 
over his malverfations, that he thoughe it impoffible 
for any one to betray him. Encouraged by fuch a 
number of refources, he left Canada, and, notwith- 
fanding the menacing letters of the Minifter, repair- 
ed to Verfailles ; he waited upon him, and demand- 
ed payment for bills of exchange, which be brought 
with him, Teprefeoting them asthe more facred, as 
being the produce of his own appointments, which 
he had Jaid out in corn and provifions for the co» 
lony. Not daunted by the filence of the ifter, 
he produced part of his wealth to public view ; he 
difpofed of his money, purchafed lands and dif- 
Jayed his magnificence even at the gates of Ver- 

Riles, In the midi of this apparent fecurity, the 
detention of Cadet, Commiffary Generat of provi- 
fions in Canada, involved him; on the accufation 
of this prifoner, he was arrefted, and conducted to 
the Baftile. A month after, there appeared letters 
patent, 















62 THE PRIVATE LIFE 


patent, in the preamble of which it was fet forth 5 
that the King had bees informed of monopolies, 
abufes, vexations, and prevarications, committed 
in his North American colcnies, and particularly 
in that of Canada, from which great injury had 
arifen tothe faid colonies, and many of the ine 
habitants had been ruined; and that thefe crimes 
were the more deferving of punifhment, as fome 
of the perfons fufpeaed had made ule of the name 
and authority of his Majefty, to effet them.” After 

this declaration, the King ordered a Committee of 
the Chateler to try the authors, occomplices, aber- 
tors, and perfons concerned in the faid crimes, 
which included upwards of fifty guilty people of 
every rank, among which w-s the Governor, the 
Intendant, feventeen Commandants of potts, two 
Commiffaries of the navy, one Counfellor in the 
Council fuperior of Quebec, &c. In general, thefe 
Committees are odious, but they are lels fo, 
when the members of them are chofen from aimon; 
the ordinary Judges  Befides, ina trial fo long, an 
fo complicated as this was, it_ was neceflary to en- 
deavour to abridge the judicial formalities, and it 
was not poffible to interrupt the whole courfe of 
juitice, for an inquiry which might lait fome years. 
The Prefident of this Committee was tobe M. de 
Sartine, then Lieutenant of Police, who, from the 
nature of his place, from the fpirit of cunning of 
which he was naturally poffeffed, and which he had 
manifefted ine particular manner upon this accafion, 
and from the tcveral interrogatories which he had 
already put to the principal pcrfons accufed, feemed 
the one of the Chiets of the Chatelee the moft proper 
for this funétion. M. Dupont, Counfellor at the 
Chacelet, was the Recorder; and it would have 
been difficult to find 2 Magitteate more enlightened 
in fuch matters, more upright, better acquainted 
with forins, more poffeffed of the fpirit of order, 
detail, and chicanery, necefary for the purpate, 
and efpecially endowed with a more inJefatigable 
fhare of patience, ‘The King’ 





‘9 Attorney was not 
fo much liked ; he was full of wit, but bis probity 
being 
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being already too much fulpetted, appeared likely 
to give way to a temptation too difficult for him to 
be expofed to, even had it been more confirmed :"he 
hac been appointed Attorney General ot the com- 
miflion, ‘The try:ng of this caufe, upon the event of 
which, France, i-urope, and even America, were 
attentive, lafted three yeara. The fentence did not 
anfwer to the concern the public took in it. Upon 
the whole, @ reftitution, was ordered to the King of 
about twelve millions * The Marquis de Vaudreuil 
ftood acquitted of the accufation, and in bis own 
erfon he deferved it: but his weaknefs, both with re~ 
[pect to his collegue the Intendant, whofe extortions 
he could not -be ignorant of, as well as to the officers 
more immediately fubje& to his orders, was high! 

reprehenfible. M., Bigot, the Intendant—Varin, Di- 
reting Commiffary at Montreal—and Breard, Comp- 
troller of the navy at Quebec, being convicted of 
having tolerater, encouraged, and themfelves com- 
mitted, during their sdminittration, the abufes, mif- 
desieanors, prevarications, and embezzlements in 
that part of finances mentioned in the crial, were 
only punithed with banifhment; fome officers were 
merely admonifhed, though judged to nave been 
privy to the robberies commited againft the King, 
and to have partaken of them, But the mott a(tonifh- 
ing in lance was that of M. Pean, the Town Major, 
who, though condemned to a refticution of fix hune 
dred thoufand livres ¢ to the King, was not ftig~ 
matized with the fmalleft mark of infamy. The 
Commiffioners apologized for the mildnefs of their 
Sentence, upon the ground that there was no law 
exifting which gave them authority to pronounce 
fentence of death in fuch a cafe, Yet they might 
at leaft have compared the crime of the Canadians 
with that of domettic theft, and every one knows, 
that a poor maid-lervant, who fteals a napkin from 
her miltrefs, is hanged for ip. As to the retlitution 
of the ‘twelve millions §, which was ordered, there 

© Five bondred thoufand ponads. 


Twenty-five thoufand pounds. 
t Five huadred thoulaad pounds. 
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is great reafon to think that fearce any part of it 
ever came into the King’s coffers, Cadet, the Com- 
miflary General, was to pay in fix millions } for his 
fhare ; but he had a demand upon Government for 
ten or eleven ¢. To fettle the account, he was rein- 
frated in his office ; and M. Gerbier, his Advocate, 
was the perfon who profited moft by this bufinels ; 
his fees amounted to three hundred thoufand livres §. 
Penniffcautt, his clerk, had had the precaution to 
provide himfelf with a pretty wife, who had had the 

‘ood fortune to make herfelf agreeable to the Duke 
hi Choifenl ; the obtained for her hufband letters of 
jutification, which exculpated him totelly, and pre- 
ferved to him the fraudulent acquifitions he had been 
forced to give up One of Breard’s fon afterwards 
married a relation of this minifter. The Intendant 
only, who was judged with fo much feveriry, was 
‘one, who being an old batchelor, and having neither 
wite nor daughter ie prolate, was therefore obliged 
to fubmit to his pusifhment, without ever being able 
to return to France 

‘The wial of M,Sally, which we have already 
announced, began latter, and jafted longer ‘The 
perfon accufed was much more confiderable, and his 
accufers were not only the public adminiftration, but 
all India, of which the fatter was only the agent, 
A ‘The bafis of the accufation was a petition 
3 778 prefented to the King, by the Governor and 

1762 the fuperior Council of Pondicherry, upon 
their return, wherein, complaining that they had 
been injured to excefs, in their honour and in their 
reputation, by the imputations of M.de Lally, they 
demanded juftice from his Majefily, and 2 tribunal 
which might render it te them. 

‘This petition was fupported by a memorial, tend- 
ing to prove, “ That the Council, and the unfor- 
* tunate colony of india, had been crufhed, from the 
“ Deginning to the end, by the authority of a def 


T Two hundred and fifty thousand pounds. 
From fous hundred thouland to upward: of four hundred 
and fity thonland pounds. 
§ Twelve thonfand five huadred pounds. ; 
 potic 
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 potic mafter, who had never known the rules of 
prudence, honour, nor even of humanity ;-—that 
® Count Lally alone was accountable for all the di- 
reétion and adminiftration of the Company, both 
‘© within and without, and for all the revenues, 
“€ eftates, and dependencies of which they were 
“ poffeffed ;—-that he was accountable for the lofs 
of Poavicherry, fince the town had only furren- 
dered for want of provifions, and that he only was 
in poffeffion of the means to procure fome, namely, 
the money to buy them, the profits of the lands, 
the produce of the harveft, and the troops to pro- 
“ tet them.” Ina word, aine capital articles were 
brought againtt him in this memorial, proving, ac- 
cording to the accufers, more than incapacity. 

M de Lally, informed that thofe complaints were 
attended to at Court, reprired to Fontainebleau, He 
was tolithat it was im agitation to fend him to 
the Baftile ; this information did not intimidate him, 
He wrote a ftrong letter to the Duke de yy, 
Choifeul, in which he declared, thit he 6a. 
fubmiteed his life and his innocence tothe 17% 
King. He was arrefted ; fevcrsl months paffed be~ 
fore he was interrogated, and, if Madame de Pom- 
padour, had lived, he would perhaps have been 
releafed from his prifon with glory, or at leat with 
impunity 

By a fingular incident, the affair was immediately 
put into a regular train of juftice. A Jefuit—for 
fome of them were to be found every where—named 
Father | avaut, dying at the time of the fubverfion 
of the Society, at the India houfe, where he had 
obtained a lodging, as Miffionary formerly in the 
fervice of the Company, the Parliament caufed the 
feals to be put upon bis lodgings. Among the papers 
of this apoftolic Prieft were found near one mill'on 
two hundred thovfand livres * in bills, and a me- 
morial againft Count Lally. An anecdote curious 
enough, on this fubje&, is mentioned in the pleas 
of the Count, and deferves credit, as it is fupported 


“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 





© Fifty thoufaad pounds, ‘i 
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by the ceftimony of an eye-witnefs of the moft re- 
fpeGable charaGer *, ‘The difciple of Ignatius, 
being a cantious man, and not knowing what might 
happen in Europe on the arrival of the General, 
who by his influence might intimidate, or confound 
his accufers, had drawn up two writings, either of 
which he meant to produce, according to circum- 
ftances. Although he was far from being interefted 
in favour of Count Lally, the firtt of thefe writings, 
which was the one feen by the oificer juft mentioned, 
contained great eulogiums of the Count. ‘Lhe fe- 
cond prefented the reverfe of the medal, As foon 
as the Jefuit was affured of the progrefs and fuccefs 
of the plot formed again the prifoner, he probably 
burnt the apology, and only kept the libel. It was 
Put into the hands of the Attorney General, who 
accufed Count Lally of extortions, oppreffions, aba- . 
fes of authority, and even ot high treafon, A decree 
6 Jub, iffved, which referred the affair 
1763, %0 the Chatelet, fave under an appeal 
73 tothe Court. ‘Upon this the King, very 
wavering, according to cuftoin, about the proper fteps 
to be taken, and who tuffered bimfelf to be fwayed 
by circumftances, caufed fome letters patent to be 
12 Fan. expedited, the motive of which was the 
196. neceffity of tracing the misfortunes in India 
to their fource, His Majefty faid in the 
preamble, “ Asin a great number of memorials pre- 
fented to us, ithas been faid, that thofe loffes, fo 
tmultiptied, and at the fame time fo fatal, had been 
occafoned by depredations, extortions, and em- 
bezzling of money, it behoves our juftice, that 
thofe crimes thould be enquired into by judicial 
‘ proceedings.” ‘Thus, according to the literal ac- 
ceptation of thefe patents, the inquiry tended only to 
dilcover the crime wherever it might exift. It was 
aot dire€ted (pecinlly againft any particular perfon 
accufed ; it was to comprehend in general, ail the 
érimes commuted in India, in regard to the adminifiration 


® The Marquift de Montmpreney, at prefent am officer in the 
Body Guards wad who ad formerly fervedia tosia, 
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and the commerce of the Company, whether before or after 
the fending of pi fac commanded by Count Lally: and 
the Grand Chamber aff:mbled was the tribunal de+ 
figned to take cognizance of them. In thefe firit 
letters we may fiill difcover the prote&ting hand 
which fupporred Count Lally ; but in the fecond we 
te no more of it, beceuley te fadt, it exifted' no 
longer.* In thefe he is indicated and nam- 

dss the only, or at leaft the principal ta Apes 
culprit ; the reft to be taken notice of, were ‘704 

imerely his accomplices and adherents. This was an 
effential point gained by his enemies, who, by this 
contrivance, invalidated the information of abufes 
made by the General, and, from being accufed, be- 
came thus the accufers. The reafon of this wasee 
that they were at Jiberty ;—that, being better ace 
quainted than he, with the ufe that could be made 
of the enormous fums they had either acquired or 
purloined, they had diftributed their gold with pro- 
lufion ;in a word, that being united in a powerful 
motive of perfonal defence, they formed a confede~ 
racv not to be deftroy:d, It cannot otherwife be ace 
counted for, that, amang the multitude of dithoneft 
fervants of the India Company, who moft of them 
returned immenfely rich, when the Company itfelf 
was ruined—~ who were moft of them indicated to 
Count Lally, at his deparrure, by the adminiftration 
in Europe, as prevaricators in the memorial, contain- 
ing interefting particulars upon the charaéter and 
qualifications of the feveral perfons, with this fre~ 
quent claufe at the end of each asticle, He does not 
forget himjelf there—who were moft of them acknow- 
ledged te be corrupt—who were informed againtt by 
the Chief, and denounced to that fame Company 
for depredations, of which the Count pretended he 
had obtained proofs :—it cannot otherwife, let us 
repeat, be accounted for, that, among this multi- 
tude, not one man of them jhauld have been punithed, 
and that the {word of juftice thould only bave fallen 


© Madame de Pompadour did not indeed die till the 13th of 
Apcil, but the lingered for fix weeks, and m0 more took the 
fame interett in affairs os the would beve done at another time. 
upon 
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upon him before whofe arrival thefe enormities ex- 
ifted, end who was fent to difcover and chailize 
them - 
However this may be, after the enormous sppara~ 
tus which fuch a trial required, the Recorder made 
his report, which was a matter-piece, in the opinion 
of the Magiftrates who heard it, but which, un- 
doubtedly, contained many blunders, to a failor, a 
foldier, or a geographer, who might read it. ‘The 
Recorder was M. Pafquier, the fame who bad made 
the report of the affair of Damiens, He was very 
expert in the labyrinth and chicanery of the law, 
very dextrous and fubtle; and at the fame time 
wasan old man, fubje& to prejudices, headftrong, 
violent, and choleric, and of @ difpofition totally 
oppofite to the phlematic and difpaffionate turn of the 
Recorder of the Canadians. M.de Lally had mot 
of the fame faults, which occafioned many warm 
contefts between thefe two perfons in the inten oga~ 
tories. Among men of fuch a caft, the refult is tre~ 
quently a leaven, which ferments in fecret, and 
which makes them very dan,erous when they are 
Judges ; and infinitely more fo, if, when charged 
with the developement of fo intricate an affair, their 
Tepart is not direéted by the moft precife impartiality, 
|. Pafquier has been reproached with this*, This 
Counfellor, however, could not produce eny crime 
fofficiently pofitive, efpecially upon the matter of. 
high treafon, to fubject the accufed to the pain of 
death, by adhering to the letter of the law But he 
reprefented to the Judges, that in a trial of this 
nature, befide the ordinary courfe of jutise, which 
ought not to be of their competency, they nivft raife 
themfelves above the law, enter into the fpirit of the 
legiflator, and, pronouncing according to the great 
views of Adminiftration, make a ftriking example of 
an illuftrious criminal His colleagues, inflamed by 
his difcourfe, became fanguinary, and Count Lally 
was condemned to be beheaded, The manner in 


© See the meaufcript memorial of the Count de Tollendal, 
aatural fon of Count Lally. 
which 
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which he had been interrogated ought to Me 
have prepared him for this intelligence: > ge” 
ftript of his Grand Crofs, of his Riband, 4 
and placed upon the ftool, it followed, that the fen~ 
tence of the Jud es tended at leaft to corporal punifh~ 
ment. He could not bear up againit this decree of 
infamy: covered with fourteen fears, how hard was 
his deftiny, to fall into the hands of the executioner ! 
When the fentence was read to him, at the chapel 
of the prifon, not being able to contain himfelf for 
rage he uttered the moft horrid imprecations againtt 
heaven and earth, againt his Judges, and efpecially 
againft his Recorder, ‘Then, affuming to appearance 
fentiments of refignation, he defired that he might be 
allowed to pray, and in this interval, with the help 
of a point of 2 compafs, which he had concealed 
in his great coat, he attempted to reach his heart, 
He was prevented, and deprived of the means of 
executing his project, which, at any rate, was not 
certainly well formed, for otherwife he would have 
taken a more effeétual method. However this may 
be, the cuftom is, that as foon as a criminal has 
heard his fentence, he remains from that time in the 
pofetion of the executioner, who is perfonally re~ 
(ponfible for him. 

‘The King, previoufly informed of the fate of Count 
Lally, had acquainted the Firft Prefident that rhe 
Parliament might proceed as they pleafed; that 
he was not inclined to grant any pardon; and that, 
in order to prevent any kind of falicitation, he was 
Boing to fhut himfelf up at Choify, where accefs 
would be denied to every one. e had recome 
mended, however, that while juftice was to be fa- 
tisfied, every refpe& fhould be paid to the criminal, 
confiftent with bis punifhment. Accordingly, it had 
been agreed upon, that M: de Lally, remaining 
under the guard of the prifon, fhoula get into his 
coach at night, with the Confeffor, accompanied by 
an officer in a tradefman’s drefs, and his valet de 
chambre ; and that the executionc: fhould only ate 
tend at the fcaffold to do his bufinefs. M. Pafquier 
had oppofed, with all his power, this mitigation ; he 

had 
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had objeéted, that, in fuch cafes, death was no- 
thing ; thac itis the infamous apparatus attending 
it, which conftitutes all the horror of it, fuch as the 
irons, the fledge, and the executioner. He gave this 
opinion again, upon the occafion of Count Lally’s 
defign to efcape the execution of his fentence. A cou- 
rier was difpatched to Choify, and -the enfwer re- 
turned was, that the Judges were to do as they 

leafed. ‘Vhe executioner, therefore, took poffef- 
fion of his prey, bound his hands, and, under pre~ 
tence that the Negroes had the dexterity to ftrangte 
themfelves with their tongues, and that M. de Lally 
might poffibly have learnt this art in his travels, he 
propofed putting a gag into his mouth, to prevent it ; 
the Recorder eagerly adopted this propofal, more 
efpecially as it would {pare him from hearing a great 
deal of abate, which the enraged Count would then, 
in vain, attempt to utter : 

Jt was with this apparatus, and upon the carriage 
ufed for the vileft wretches, that M.de Lally was 
condnéted to the gallows, through an immenfe 
crowd, not only of the mob and of trades-people, 
bue alfo of all the military men, and all the Court, 
At the foot of the fcaffold his gag was taken out. 
Many perfons expe@ted to hear him make an ha~ 

¢: he refumed his firmnefs, afcended the feafs 
fold quietly, and received the fatal ftroke without 
faying a word, 

‘The public, always troublefome, and always diffa~ 
tisfied—by whom, however right one may a@, one 
rout expe to be criticized—fo greedy of executions, 
and fo open to blind commiferation—who had found 
the fentence of the Canadians too mild—foon found 
that of Count Lally too fevere This was, becaufe 
they only read in the decree thefe words ; for the 
cafes refulting fm the trial; a vague declaration, 
which Courts of Juftice pretend to have a right to 
ufe, and which may cover @ great many blunders, 
abufes, injuftices, and enormities; a form which 
ought not to be admitted on the part of 2 terrible 
tribunsl, the leaft aéts of which ought to be deter- 


mined folely by the law, and under cover of which 
it 
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it might exert itfelf equally againft innocence as a- 
gaintt guilt, However this may be, at the very inftant 
of Count Lally’s execution, there was an avenger of 
his memory rifing up in our colleges His natural fon, 
fince known by the name of Count Tollendal, re~ 
folved from that time to juftify his father; and has 
not paffed a moment fince without being engaged in 
this purfuit, Endowed with every talent of nature 
and art, inftead of attending to the frivolous amufe- 
ments of his youth; he has applied himfelf to the 
fludy of the feveral ‘criminal codes of Europe ; he 
has not been fatisfied with thefe immenfe prepara~ 
tions, he has gained accefs even to the throne y and 
the late King, who had been inexorable to the fa- 
ther, had fuffered himfelf to be moved by the fon, 
and, befides the pecuniary benefits he had beftowed 
upon him, had furnifhed him with the means of 
pleading his caufe with advantage before the Coun- 
cil, by Lupplying him with fome fecret papers, which 
he could not have got otherwife. With thefe affitt. 
ances, and a {till ttronger proteétion he bas met with 
from the reigning Monarch, and efpecially from his 
auguft confort, he has fucceeded in caufing the de- 
cree of Parliament to be cancelled ; and it has been 
referred to the Parliament of Rouen, to examine 
fully into the affair. 

We know not what will be the decifion of that 
Court ; whofe decree, like fo many others, may pof- 
fibly be the refult of unremitted importunity, and of 
the fignal favour which Count Tollendal enjoys, 
But, after having expofed every thing that has been 
faid againft the Recorder and the Tosges, our im- 
partiality obliges us to acknowledge, it is highly 
improbable, that a man of fach rank, unanimoufly 
condemned by forty magiftrates*, fhould not have 

© One of them oaly, M. M-vneaud, was of « different opi- 
njon, but more fevere. He fsid, that from M. Patquier’s report. 
he faw clearly, that Count Lally, daring the thirty-two months he 
had paffed in India, bal ~xercifed his authority with no other 
view but to bring fufferings uron all thofe who were under his 
command or protection; (hat he v'«- accordiagly inclined for # 
punifhment that thould [9 as losp . but asthere wasnnae, he 
gave his opinion for that which woald left the longelt, which 
was breaking in upon the wheel, 7 b 
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been guilty ;—that the culprit perfifting in objeQing 
toall the witneffes as ies, or perfons interefted 
in finding him guilty, M.Pafquier had offered him 
to procure eviuence on his part, whetber people of 
the kingdom or foreigners ; that he hed affured him 
Government would fend for them from any part, 
wherever they might be, but that M, de Lally had 
conftantly refuted giving in any lift, under pretence 
that be did not know any, and that’ he had feen in 
India none but rogues or villains fit for the rack ;— 
that, far from M.de Lally being affaffinated without 
his being beard, he had undergone an interrogatory 
at different times, which, ‘bough it fhould not lat 
longer than thirty hours, had taken up one hundred 
and fifteen, during which time he had leifure fufi- 
cient 10 draw up his anfwers, inafmuch as there was 
one of thefe antwers which had lafted three hours j~ 
in a word, that the record, taken in three different 
points of view, had, at firft, been fimply that of an 
iftorian relating facts ;—that afterwards, refuming 
thefe fags, M. Pafquier had conneéted the depof~ 
tions relative to them ;—-and that, taking them up a- 
gain fora third time, he had compofed the whole re- 
port, from which either the conviétion or the exculpa- 
tion of, the culprit was to enfue ;—that, during the 
numerous fittings which this report had taken up, it 
had been done fo clearly, that M. Pafquier had nor 
been once interrupted ;—that his conclufon had 
been, that fuppofing M de Lally to be « man of 
underftanding, as fe had always been reckoned 
by thofe who had known him, his condué was 
perfealy evident ;~he was undoubtedly conyidted, 

rom the moment he had fet out, till the furrender 
of Pondicherry, of having formed and executed his 
plan of fatiating his ambition, his avarice, and his 
fpirit of revenge, at any rate whatfoever, even by 
betraying the interefts of the King, the State, and 
the Company :—that otherwife he ought to be con- 
fidered as the greateft idiot among mankind, but 
yet black, wicked, atrocious, and guilty of an infinite 
number of particular enormities, the leat of which 
would fill deferve the notice of juftice. aie 
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"The only plaufble objefion that prefents itfelf 
at fir fight, is, that a mel of this natare belonged 
toa Court Martial. In the firft place, the blame of 
this muft be laid upon Government, fince the Par~ 
Hiament only tried Count Lally by cemmiffion But 
would there be, in reality, any good foundation for 
this report? The moft that can be faid, is, rhat it 
would have been proper to colle& a kind of mixt 
tribunal, becaufe the heads of accufation, while 
they prefented fome offences which feemed to be 
military, prefented ftill more that were of the com- 

etency of ordinary Judges; and becanfe M. de 

ally was invefted with the three powermcollectively 
in India, by being at the head of the army, of jut 
tice, and of finance In a word, Jet us confider 
what the fentence fays. It declares him duly at- 
tainted and convidted of having betrayed the inte- 
retts of the King, of his fituation, and of the India~ 
Company—of abufe of authority—-of vexations and 
exadtions towards the fubje@s of the King, and fo- 
reigners, inhabitants of Pondicherry, Jt maft be ace 
knowledged, that the Magiftrates have, at leat, ta- 
ken the precaution to prefent the fentence under an 
afpe@, which feems to thew thet they have not ex~ 
ceeded the Irmits of their jurifdiion, But the per~ 
fon who has moft feverely judged M.de Lally, it we 
may be allowed to fay fo, is he who has firft ventured 
to defend him, both in public, and in his writings ; 
it is M de Voltaire, whofe don mot is quoted upon 
this occafion with fo much fatisfection + He is a man, 
faid he, upon ewhow every man had a right to lay hy. 
ands, except the executioner, A bon mot more fpecion. 
than folid, In faét, does it mean that M.de Lally 
was guilty of alt enormities, except thofe crime: 
that are punithed by the law? This would only be 
afatire upon our legiflation, too exaggerated and toc 
ridiculous to deferve any credit, or to make any im- 
preffion. We omft therefore confine ourfelves to the 
true and natural meaning 5 and, as in France, and ir 
every polithed State, no one can do juflice to _him- 
felf, it is therefore our laft decifion, that Count Lal], 
should have loft his life under the hands of the exe- 
cutioner, and of the executioner alone. 

Vow IV. E While 
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» , While this trial, and that of the Canadians, were 
topics of converfation—-which perpetuated too long 
the memory of a difaftreus war—the Duke de Choi- 
feul was endeavouring to efface it by the advantages 
of peace, Without having the title of Prime Mi- 
nifter, he exercifed, as Cardinal Fieuri had done, all 
the authority of it, ince he had the fole management 
of the three moft important departments 5, for we 
have obferved that the Duke de Praflin® was no mare, 
if we may be allowed the expreffion, than a puppet 
in politics, whom his coufin placed, put im motion, 
and removed at pleafure Till the period of Madame 
de Pompadoar's death, the Duke de Choifeul had 
only gover&ed the King fecondarily ; but then he 
ruled over him entirely. His firft attention had been 
to gain the confidence of his Sovereign, by deliver~ 
ing his Majefty from every wpprehenfion of an ap- 
prosching ru ture, which the murmors of the dif- 
fatisfied Englifh nation might occafion ‘This was 
the circumftance which Lewis XV, moft dreaded, 
who, tired to excefs with the war, would have fa- 
crihced half of bis kingdom to hear no more of it, 
Jn order 10 compats this, and to quiet the Monarch 
more effectually, the Minifter employed all the re- 
fources of his genius, turned to intrigue, or rather 
to low cunning. Whenever he found out a man fit 
for his purpofe, be gave hima rank, and fent him, 
either to london, or to America, or to the Englith 
fetelements in the Eaft Iodies, Thefe fabricators of 
deceit, directed by his impulfe, fomented, on one 
hand, ‘the divifions excited by Wilkes, and on the 
other, the difputes between the colonies and the 
mother-country ; in a word, they contrived to raife 
up in Afia, againtt the rivals of Frince, a formide- 
ble enemy inthe perfon of Heyder-Ally Kaun, At 
the fame time the Duke was employed in ftrengthen- 
ing the union of the Family Compa between Spain 
and the feveral branches of the Houfe of Bourbon, 
He confoled his Catholic Majedy v*h tte hopes of 


© Count Choifenl, had been created ~ be de P afin by the 
King, onthe if of November, +752 wate “pitted into 
the Padiament, sa Dake and Pec:, ui i. sot Decembei fot 
Jowing. 
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& revenge, which would be the more certain, as it 
was more flow and better combined. Accoraing! 
he kept upon good terms with che Count bf Arand'y 
that celebrated Prefident of the Council of Caftille, 
the Choifeul of Madrid ; he urged him to entighten 
his nation, to break the yoke of fupertlition and fa~ 
naticifm, to expel the Jefuits, to abolith rhe execra- 
ble tribunal of the [nquifition, to reftore the navy, 
to make commerce flourith, by freemg it from its 
fhackles, and to foften and polith the tuanners of the 
Spaniards by arts and fiterarure 

He did not, at the fame time, lo%e fight of another 
alhance, more recent, but more difficult to prefurve, 
that of the Houfe of Auftria. His attachment to 
that auguit Houle, and the confivence they repofed 
in him, removed many obftacles which were continu- 
ally rifing. The profpeé, though difant, of an 
Arch-Datchefs feated upon the throne of Frence, 
was the charm he employed to induce the Cabinet 
of Vienna to give anew turn to their politics, Wath 
the apprehentions of this un‘on, he confined the ac+ 
tivity of the King of Profi, that ally fo ufeful to 
England, by his powerful diverfions* He did not 
flatter himfelf that he thould be able to diffolve the 
friendthip eftablithed betwees the Courts of London 
and Peterfburg: but he endeavoured to make it ufe~ 
Jefs, by employing the Emprefs in auietng the kin 
dom of Poland, the troubles of which he fecretly 
encouraged ; and keeping up her arpecbef ons of 
a war with Turkey, which was alfo the sefult of the 
artful infinuations he ordered to be fugg ted to the 
Divan, by the Ambaffador of Trance. 1 he Czarina 
‘was not the dupe of his intrigues, nor even of fora 
mal and gracious conceffios, which fhe had ach at 
heart, according to which, having made a declara- 
tion, in form ot a reverfal, that the Imperial title 
thould not make any alveration m the ceremonial 
ufed between the Courts of France end Ruflie, the 
King granted publicly to that Princefs the Imperial 
title, and acknowledged it in her as attached to her 
throne, She bad a natural antipathy aguct this Mi- 
nifter, and detefted him Mill more, fince fhe had 

Ez Jearnt, 
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sAearnt, that he had caufed one of his emiffaries®, 
, with which he overran all foreiga Courts, to draw 
up a circumftantial accoont of the revolution which 
had placed her upon the Imperial throne—an ac- 
count, the publication of which fhe dreaded, As 
for the reft, as it was i patible intirely to Seftrny 
2 plot fo well formed, the contented herfelf wit 
cafting a ridicule upon the vaft pretenfions'‘of this 
turbulent negotiator, by calling him, The Prompter 
of Muftapha the Coachman of Eurvpe. 

While he thus fecured the tranquillity of France 
abroad, by the troubles he excited in other king- 
dows, the Duke de Choifeul was endeavouring to 
indemnify her for her loffes, and to improve her ac- 
quifitions, or to gain others; he alfo was engaged 
in putting the interior part of the kingdom in a ftate 
to recommence the war with greater advantage, 
when circumftances fhould either require or admit of 
it. He difplayed upon this point a fpirit of {yitem 
little caleclated to make his projec fucceed, but 
very ufeful in forming creatures to himfelf. After 
a5 Now having executed, in this military de- 

5 ba, paftment, the firit reformation which is 

702, indifpenfably neceffary at peace— as 

much, not to alarm the neighbouring powers, by 

armies that are more numerous then are required in 

times of tranquility, as to fulfil the obje@ of eco- 

nomy in the expences, which it was impoflible to 

Support upom the fanie footing—be gave out his 

10 Dee. grand ordonnance, which has been fo much 
nerdy cenfured, and which was, as it were, the 
70d fignal of all the confufions fince occafioned 
mong the troops. 

By this ordonoance, the King reduced his infantry 
to nineteen regiments of four battalions, twenty-two 
of two battalions, and fix of one battalion, He or- 
dered that all the regiments in futere fhould bear 
the name of fome of the provinces, in order the bet- 
ter to preferve the memory of their s@ions. He ree 
ferved to himfelf, in future, the appointment of the 








©M. de Rolhieres, : 
Lieutenant 
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Lieutenaat Colonels and Majors; created a militery 
cheft and 2 paymatter to each regiment ; fixed the 
engagement of the foldiers to t years inftead of 
fix; and granted half a pay and a fuit of 
cloaths to thofe who th not retire till they had 
ferved the time of two engagements ; and a whole 
year's pay to thofe who Should have ferved three, 
with permiffion to carry it away with them to their 
own homes, or to be admitted among the invalids, 
He increafed the appointments of the officers, efpe- 
cially in time of war; took upon himifsif the re- 
¢ruiting and the accoutrements, which the Captains 
were formerly obliged to furnith ; and, in 2 word, 
ordered that all the regiments of French infantry 
thould be cloathed in white, except that of the Lor- 
raine guards, 

‘The fpirit of this ordonnance was, to have old 
foldiersvand young officers, ‘Ihe former, aa being 
tore fupple to difcipline ; the latter, as being more 
zealous to maintain it. But the inconvenience at- 
tending it was, on the one hand, to increafe the de- 
fertions, and to burthen the State with an expence 
which it could not fupport; and on the other, to 
extinguith emulation, to difcourage the old officers, 
and to open the door to favour, already of fo great 
influence under the French Government. With re= 
fpe&t to the recruits, the new mode prevented many 
abufes and rogueries ; it wmalnisiaen the complete 
eftablifhment, as much as was thought neceffary, 
‘but it encouraged the negligence of the Captains, 
and brought enormous expences upoa the King 

‘This ordonnance was followed by others, the moft 
important of which were thofe that reduced the ca- 
valry to thirty regiments, exclufive of the Carab‘ncers, 
the dragoons to eleven, and the light troops to four 
legions: namely, the Royal Legion, the). ayirog 
Legions of Flanders, Hainault, and Con- 17 Mar 
flans ; befides the regiments of volunteers 17°" 
of Clermont and Soubite. -Thefe two laft corps were 
fince ere@ed into legions. 

‘The corps of Grenadiers of France, com- Dec 
pofed of the companies of reformed grena- he 6 
diers, far from experiencing any diminu- 70% 

E tion, 
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tion, received additional Iuftre, becaufe it wes com- 
manded by Count Stainville, brother to the Minitter. 
Te was eftablithed upon the footing of four brigades, 
each brigade confifting of twelve companies, cach 
raifed from forty-five to fifty-two men, 

As it was particularly againtt the Englith that 
France Seemed to be obliged to prepare herfelf to 
fight in future, that is to fay for wars beyond fea, 
the Duke of Choifeul had been fenfible of the necef- 
fity of accuftoming the troops to thefe tranfmigra~ 

tions, Accordinglv, in fuppreffing the hua 
5 ae dred free companie; of marines, he had in 

78'-  corporated them with the regiments detti- 
ned to ferve equally upon land and in the colonies, 
and be fince increafed the number of theo in the 
fame view, His department of the navy was that 
which he chicfly attended to. ‘To extinguith, if 
posible, the generation of officers of this corps, who 

ad conduéted themfelves fo il! in the laft war, he 
had made a confiderable reform among them, which 
was an unprecedented ftep, and ftruck 
1762, tem with terror. He kept the beft and 

leis younget officers, or thofe who gave the 
greutett hopes, act promoted them, In order to de- 

‘ray the mercantile fpirit, which had been fo long 
rooied among them, he increafed their appointments, 
in hopes of enabling them to fupport themfelves in a 
Proper manner, without being diverted from the fer= 
vice by views of interett ; and although the civil de- 
partment of the navy was the moft neceffary in time 
of peace, and efpecially at this period, when the 
Council were endeavouring to give new vigour to 
the labours of the porte, he. publithed, 2 few days 
afier, a fimilar reform in this department, in order 
to increafe, from the produce of this faving, the ap- 
pointments of the military branch, 

We have feen how the Duke de Choifeul, by ex- 
citing the zeal of different corporations, and even of 
rich individuals, bad received fubfcriptions, which, 
when torned to account, were to form a powerful 
navy. He had very recently obtained a willion * 


© Between forty-one and forty-two thoufand pounds. 
from 
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from the Clergy for the fame purpofe. The only 
bufinefs remaining was to fopply the departments 
with materials proper for building the fhipa. There 
isa great quantity of wood of this kind in France, 
but which could not then be made ufe of, becaufe 
there was no method contrived for removing it. 
Among this number were the foretts of the valley of 
Gafpé in Bearn ; which abound in ftately trees of 
the finett growth ; the Minifter caufed them to be 
cut down, and made the river Gafpé navigable 
throughout the courfe of four-and twenty leagues, 
which was neceffary for conveying them, ‘The frit 
convoy ot mafts arrived at Bayonne upon this river, 
conduéted by M, d’t.ligny, Intendant of thc province, 
under who'e dire@ion, all the obftacles that had 
hitherto been thought invincible, were furmounted, 
‘This convoy was received into the city with the fir- 
ing of the guns, end the acclamations of the peo- 
ple: ic was a real eri for the Commiffioner, 
who had been intrufted with this bufinefs, and who 
was one of the moft able that has appeared under 
the reign of Lewis XV. truly a man of genius and 
underfznding. 

By fupplying the ports anew with thips, and by 
filling the magazines with rigging, with every kind 
of tackle, and with naval ftores, the Duke de Choi- 
feul was very fenfible that he fhould work only for 
the benefit of the enemies of France, unlefs he new 
moulded the conftitution of the nayy 5 a conttitution 
radically deteétive, the principle of all the repeated 
and continual defeats in this branch during the laft 
war, and which had compelled us to fue for peace, 
acd to ssenpt. te upon the moft humiliating terms 
‘This objeét had employed the Duke’s thoughts ; ‘he 
had reflected and confulted upon it ; and he had per- 
ceived that the only remedy was the total fuppreffion 
of the military branch of the navy, and its re efta~ 
blifhment upon a different footing, He was already 
at work upon this; he thought of opening the door 
to merit, and of compofing this corps indifcriminately 
from all the feainen who had acquired any reputa- 
tion in the Jat war; which would have made it 

Ea abound 
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abound more with officers of the Indie Company, of 
privateers, and’ syen of merchantmen, than with 
‘officers preferved from the Royal navy, He did not 
think it neceffary to make a fecret of an operation fo 
advantageous to the State, and fo glorious to the 
Monarch ; but he was miftaking ; he was foon at- 
tacked by all the higher Nobility, alarmed ut the 
opprobrium which was going to be catt upon them, 
by the degradation of fo many individuals belonging 
to their body ; whereas the point of honour, properly 
underftood, ought to have induced them to tdick the 
difmitfion of officers unworthy of belonging to them. 
‘The whole Court was io agitation, and this Minifter, 
who was all-powerful in doing mifchief, was not fuf- 
ficiently fo to fucceed in doing good. He grew 
angry, and abandoned a department in which he 
had experienced nothing but difgu(t and chagrin; he 
refigned to the Duke de Praflin, and refumed the 
management of forcign affairs. 

‘The bad fuccefs which had attended the defigns of 
this Minitter for the reinftatement of the antient co- 
lonies, and the eftablifhment of new ones, did not a 
little contribute to make him take this" refolution, 
‘The land forces had been much difpleafed with their 
continual tranfinigration into fatal climates, where 
they perifhed in numbers. The inhabitants detefted 
the Governors that had been given to them, who, 
according to the new fyitem, being elfo taken from 
the land officers, underftood nothing of the adminif- 
tration they were intrufted with, and brought into it 
nothing more than a defpotifm, difgufing every 
where, but particularly in thofe countries, fill re- 
taining the fame fondnefs for liberty which had dif- 
tinguithed the firtt inbabitants, and not yet fafhioned 
to the flavery of the people of Europe. M.d’Ennery, 
‘at Martinico, M. de Nolivos, at Guadaloupe, and 
Count d’Eftaing, at St. Domingo, were fo many petty 
tyrants, who made fome regret the dominion of the 
Englit, the mildnefs of which they had experienced, 
sat made others with for it. The laft of thefe offi- 
cers efpecially, though poffeffed of great talents, by 
the fnjuftice of his demands, the fingularity of his 

projects, 
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projedts, ard his feverity in executing them, excited 
the greateft ferment in the ifland, and was at the 
eve of producing 2 revolt ® 

The Duke de Choifeul had not been more fortu- 
nate in creating the new fettlements, with which he 
pretended to replace thofe thet France had loft, or 
rather, he wanted the depth of underftanding necef~ 
fary for the execution of fuch enterprizes, We can- 
not deny that he had talents, but they were not 
thofe of a founder His ardent and aétive genius 
was too contrary to the flow and deliberate combina- 
tions, and to the patience neceffary for fuch a cha- 
w@er, Of a bold and enterprizing fpitit to over- 
come obftacles, he was eafily difcouraged, if the 
refiftance was carried on too long. ‘Thus it was, 
that, inftead of fuffering St. Lucia to people itfelf 
gradually by emigrations from Martinico, which was 
overrun with inhabitants, he wanted to eftablith 
plantations there all at once: he fent over ata great 
expence, and with more parade than was neceflary, 
feven or eight hundred men, whofe fatal definy 
rather excited pity than furprize in the minds of 
fkilfut fpeculators, Every thing foon perithed in this 
uncultivated and unwholefome fpot, where no care 
had been taken to introduce the modern dolony 
with proper precautions. The fending of a Gover- 
nor and an Intendant had not been omitted, the two 
moft ulelefs perfons, and oftentimes the two motl 
fatal fcourges of rifing colonies, After a fhort ex- 
periment, no lefs coftly in money than men, the pro- 
je was obliged to be given up. The Chiefs were 
recalled when there was no longer any fociety to 
govern, and the govermnent, as well as the inten 
dance of St. Lucia, was reunited to that of Mar- 
tinico. . 

‘The fonndation of Guiana, decorated with the fu- 
perb name of Eguinodial France, which was under 
taken at the fame time, was an enterprize ftill more 


* Upon the occaGion of re-eftablifhing the militia, which he 
had attempted,vhe had caufed the code ‘Taxopar to be prin- 
ted 1 canous piece of his comrofition. 2 
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extravagant and difaftrous. “The defign was, by en- 
Baging the nation to forget their calamities, to make 
thein tofe fight of the faults which had brought 
themon; and for this parpofe they were plunged 
nto freth misfortunes by othe! faults, ‘The ifland of 
Cayenne, which had been inhabited for a century 
patt, was conftantly ina ftate of mifery and infancy, 
from which it ought fingly to have been raifed ; when 
the Duke de Choifen!, more intent upon the glory 
than the good of the kingdom, adopted, upon this 
accafion, the plan of a fet of ambitious men, who 
were mifled by their prefumption, and [uffered him- 
felf to be feduced by his magnificence, Jt wasrepre~ 
fented to_him, that by eftablifhing, in the vaft con- 
tinent of Guiana, @ national and free population 
which would in future be capable itfelf of oppofin 
foreign attacks, and of hattering to the affiftance ol 
the fugar colonies, whenever circumftancgs fhould 
require it—he would lay the foundations of popula~ 
tion and vigour, calculated to repair the lofs of Ca~ 
nida, It was therefore, if we may be allowed the ex- 
Preflion, a chapel of eafe he was contsiving for the 
mother-county, a nurfery of nen, and not a mine 
of wealth. ‘The views were good, but the time, the 
circumflances, and the fituation ill-chofen. The 
imeafures taken were fill more injudicious: a few fa~ 
milies from Alface were fent for at a great expence, 
fome of which were almoit farved in France efore 
they enbirked ; « dreadful prognoftic of the deftiny 
which awaited them, "Twelve hundred men, after a 
Joag vovage, were landed at once in a defert country, 
which was impra@ticable in the rainy feafon. The 
Governinent was to lodge and fubfift them in the 
beginning. A miferable thed was the only afylum 
thev were farnifhed with, and the provifions fpoiled 
by the heat, the damp, and the tranfportation, oc~ 
eafioned an epidemic difeafe and mortality. The 
irus ‘acions completed the deftruction of thofe whom 
illnefs hac fpared, 
‘The Chevalier Turgot, author of the projet, 
appointed Governor of Guiana, with a felary of one 
: hundred 
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hundred thoufand livres,* which he had peace- 
ably enjoyed during eighteen months, was at tength 
obliged to depart, to remedy fuch a aumber of 
evils, Upon the general complaints which the 
colonifts brought againft M de Chanvallon, the In- 
tendant, fre thought himfelf obliged to fecure his 
erfon; he caufed him to be arrefted, and fent 
Kim to France bound hand and foot. After this 
expedition, he returned to give an account of the 
calaty that is to fay, to confirm what was already 
publicly reported, that there was no longer any 
colony exifting. The refult of this was a difpute be- 
tween the two Chiefs, reciprocally accufing each o- 
ther, This wasa third tria] in Adminiftration, the de- 
cifion of which was expected with impatience. But 
the Government, to avoid its being criticifed, and 
obfervying, befides the bad iffue of the two former 
trials, had taken the refolution to reterve the cog~ 
nizance of this to itfelf: accordingly, the matter 
has been difenffed in the clofets of the Minifters, and 
there never has been any decifion, or at leatt a legal 
one. ‘The Chevalier Yurgot, and M. de Chanvil- 
lon, have been alternately difgraced ; the latrer was, 
however, condemned to perpetual imprifonmenr, 
but without any atonementtor the blood fpilt in thefe 
diftant regions, which calls out in yain for revenge, 
‘The public cenfures, which it was meant to avoid, 
have not lefs taken place, and with greater acri- 
mony, The Parliament has alfo taken a part in 
this canfe, and given out a decree, in default of ap- 
pearance, againft M. Chardon, Matter of Requefs, 
and Recorder of the trial to the Council, An a‘- 
fair of importance refulted from this with the 
Court, which, from the number of incidents, has 
- been fott among the reft, and has been protracted 
to the change in the Miniftry. M, de Chenvallon 
has been fince fet at liberty, and found innocent, 
in as myfterious a manner as he had been tried, 
and with the fingular prohibition of publifhing his 
fentence. M, de Chardon alone has remained at- 





Above four thoufand pounds. 
tainted, 


& THE PRIVATE LIFE 


tainted, and has laughed at it. This has not pre+ 
vented him from being afterwards appointed | In- 
tendant of Corfica, and to different poits for which 
he was adapted. 

One anzcdore, tsa curisus to be omitted, and 
which happened upon occafion of the cataltrophe 
of Guiana, gives us @ better thetch of the Duke 
€e Choifeul, and of the nature of bis projedt, than 
apy thing we could fay, ‘Ihe author of the Année 
Litéraise having inferted in his produétion a letter, 
which had been addrefled to him upon the fubject 
of an act of benevolence exerciled towards a whole 
fanrly of foreigners, atthe exe of perithing upon the 
road, in going to embark at Rochefort for this de- 
voted country, the Minifter heard the adventure 
fooken of at his table; upon this he exclaimed ; 
thit fiandrel Fyévon, does he attempt to fpeak of Gui- 
ana? let m+ fee the’ number, ‘The affeBting ‘article 
wis reed 10 hia, which, although it did not in 
the leaft bear the marks of detraction, yet the 
Minitler declared: He fall lie this mght at Fart 
Lf Kofqe, which was accodingly executed. It is 
true, thet the Minifter was foon brought back ta 
more geaerous featiments. The author of the jour- 
nal wiote to him, complaining of the treatinent 
he received, and was fet at liberty. Thus it is thar 
the Duke de Choifeul, having a light underftanding 
and a good herst, committed and yepaiced an ine 
juilice with equal facility 

"The meafures taken for re-eftablifhing the com- 
merce of the India Company, feemed at firft more 
fati-taétory to the proprietors, and made them ex- 

eS for a few years a happy and brilliant dettiny ; 

at this renewal had in itfelf a radical fault, a 
principle of ceitrudtion, the effe@s of which would 
manifert themfelves fooner or later. However this 
any be, the Company having ventured to declare 
to the Government, that it was to them their mif- 
foriunes and errors were to be imputei—fince they 
had only condusted their affairs, during the war, 
under the influence of Adninittration, or rather, to 
{peak property, fince they hed in reality caken no 

concern 
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concera in them—the Government. apparently af- 
feted by their reproaches, authorized them to de- 
liberate upon their fituation, and al] of them agreed 
to fubmit to the decifions of a merchant; who, 
taking hafty ftrides towards fortune, was devoured 
by a fecret ambition, which was not then fufpefed, 
He ropofed a plan, fo clear, fo prudent, and fo 
ufeful, that he reconciled all parties. M. Necker, 
for that was his name, was looked upon as the 
reitorer of the Company. In the firft definitive Af- 
fembly, Port l’Orient, the coafts of Africa, with 
the iflands of Trance and Bourbon, were ceded a- 
gain tothe King His Majeity, on h* part, gave 
up the twelve thoufand fhares and the ioans which 

he was poffeffed of, and left to the voters the p* 
lege of making their arrangements, and of 
ing, at pleafure, the mott proper meafures for the 
re-eflablithment of commerce, without the inter- 
ference of any royal Commiffioners Accordingly, 
in this firkt moment of liberty, Syndics and Di- 
re€tors were appointed, who were only to be aflitt- 
ants and co-operators with the hero of the day, in 
the fyftem of ad-initration which he had pre- 
pofed. He knew how enthufiefm was produced, 
and he had carried his bc finefs fo far, as to fix the 
period in which the thares were to begin to receive 
a dividend. Every man already previoully enjoyed in 
profpe& this epocha of profperity; and thus the 
Company, fcarce difengaged from the fhackles of 
Government, blindly religned infelf to the diferetion 
of an individual. o 
‘This refioration, though executed before the 
Duke de Choifeu! quitted the naval department, 
did not dire@ly concern him, fince the India Com- 
pany was in the department of the Comptroller Gee 
neral: but as this otficer was in fome meafure only 
his firit Clerk, the reftoration ought to be confider- 
ed ag his work, more efpecially as, fince that time, 
by the ceflions made again 10 the King, the autbo- 
rity was mixt, and as the Duke, who was inclined 
to claim what did not belong to him, was much 
difpofed to take the whole merit of this bufinefs to 
himfelf, 
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himfclf, it his influence could have been in the leaft 
prevalent, om 
Orhcr projeéts ill occupied the thoughts of the 
Minifter ; he withed to inumortalize his name by 
building a city. ‘There was 2 heath belon, ing to 
France, which overlooked the luke of Geneya, 
“this fpot is called Verfoi, and it is only at a 
final hitlance from the territory and the city which 
rules over the lake. This Republic, tormented with 
inteiline commotions, bad railed pene diffatisfac- 
tion "the Minifter imagined, that the beft me- 
thod of punithing this city, would be to raife a 
rival to it, by conftrusting a port on this fpot which 
was to be turned into a city, and upon which flat. 
tery foon beflowvd the name of Choifeul fa ville» 
his de'ign was 10 make this port free, as well as 
the city, and to adinit and to reecive into it, as 
citizens, ail foreigners of whatever religion, with 
the privileg? of exercifing it there unmoleted, This 
was the method of fupplying it foon with inhabi- 
tants, and of rewlering it flourithing, confidering 
its pofiion, which erabled it to carry on the great= 
eft trade, to partake, and perhaps to fecure to it- 
felf, that of its neighvours. ‘lhe works: were be- 
un and carried on with vigour: and M. de Vol- 
tae had alecady celebrated them, when the dif. 
grace of the Minifler interrupted this plan, and 
threw it into ol-tivion. 
Shali we reckon among the acquifitions 
11 Jum gained ro France by the Duke de Choifeu!, 
the city of Aviznon, and the county of Venaiffin, 
which were feizzd without any act of hoftiliry ? If the 
matter had indeed depended upon the Minifier alone, 
itis probabl~, that this beautiful country would never 
have returned under the cowinion of the Sovereign 
Pontitf; but he was too well acquainted with the 
pulillanimity of his mafter, to flatter himfelf that 
he fhould determine him irrevocably to maintain 
thie ae of vigour he had been induced to exert. 
Lewis XIV. more abfolute than his great grandfon, 
had executed this manauvre three times, and as 
otten reftored the fame States, Philofophy, indeed, 
had 
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had not then enlightened the minds of Princes fo 
such as it has done fince. But Lewis XV. was, 
however, nothing of a philofopher. He had en- 
gaged in this aggreffion againtt the Pope, for the 
honour of the Houfe of Bourbon, infulted, in the 
erton of the Dake of Pari, by the anathemas of 
Bis Holinefs, Jt was therefore rather a fimple 
chaftifement he meant to employ, than to make an 
abfolute feparation, which was too repugnant to his 
difpoftion. We may judge of this by the refpeét- 
ful manner in which the invafion was executed—by 
the ambiguity even of the letters patent, in which 
it was not ventured to hint at the real complaint 
againft the Sovercign Pontiff, and in which men- 
tion was only made of a reunion effefted by virtue 
of the unalienability of the domains of the Crown, 
in 2 word, by the record entered in the Parlia~ 
nient of Provence, which, according 10 the fuggef 
tions of the Court, ordered only, thet the arms of 
our Holy Father the Fope fhould be taken down, 
with refpec? and decency, from the places where they 
were fixed up, and thofe of the King put in thotr 
place, Accordingly, we prefented ourielves before 
Avignon, with two battalions of infantry, two {qua~ 
urons of dragoons, fome cannon and mortars. 

‘The Vice-legate appeared greater than the French 
Gereral upon this occafion, Se told M. de Poche- 
chouart, who fignified the intentions of his Majefty 
to him, that he had orders from his Holinefs not to 
make the Jealt refiftance, but at she fame tine to 
Geclare to him, that fuck a condud place? thofe whe 
purfued it in the cafe of the ecclefiaptical pun fhments 
fiated by the Bull in Cana Domini.” The Duke de 
Choifeul’s intention—who had the total extirpa'ion 
of the Jefuirs from Chrittendom at heart, and who 
imagined that he faw the interference of that fee 
in this quarrel *—was at icaft determined, not to 
return to Rezzonico this portion of iis dominions, 


* We refer to the Appendix for a manutript letter from 
Rome, which was ircolated at the time, and feems to treat the 
matter shoroughly, though she author has beea found miftaken 
11 bit polines. 

not 
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not only ‘till after he had given fatisfa@tion to the 
Infant of Parma, but alfo, till be had annihilared 
that Order, which he purfued with fuch implacable 
vengeance. The Pope had the courage to refufe his 
compliance, and died without having fulfilled eithce 
of thefe points; which were obtained only under 
his fucceflor Ganganelli, 

‘The firft reports fpread of the intended invation 
of Avignon, brought to the knowledge of the public 
a wager of afingular kind, The Marquis de Poyanne, 
at the time of the treaty of peace in 1763, had given 
to M de Braucas the fum of 18,000 livres 4, of which 
the latter was to return tz livres } per cay, till the 
firft 2 of hottility between France and any other 
Power, in which cafe 1. de Brancas was to keep the 
reft of the wager, with a provifo, neverthelefs, that 
he fhould continue the payment upon the fame foot- 
ing as long as the peace lafled. ‘The queftion, 
was, whether this invafion was an ad of hoftility, 
as there was neither refiitance nor defence--that not 
fingle gun was fire’—and that the Minifters refpece 
tively remained in the Courts where they refided. 
Itis not known how the queftion was determined, 
which however was foon fettled by the Corfican war, 

The ifland of Corfica had been forty years in in~ 
furre@ion again the Republic of Genoa: which 
perfitted in aifuming the title of Lord Paramount over 
it; and after having incurred enormous expences, 
and exhautted its rength to no purpofe, had been 
obliged to have recourte to France ; which, inftead 
of fending fubfidies, had taken upon herfelf to defray 
the expences of the Sovereignty, and to contain 
with her troops the pretended rebels of this king- 
dom. But thefe afliftarces failing at the time of the 

eace, and the Genoefe being fill unable to fubdue 
ty their arms, or to bring back by gentle means, a 
people whom their cruelties had alienated from them, 
the Corficans, as foon as the French fhould have 
retired, were upon the eve of enjoying that liberty 
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which they claimed es their original right; and 
which, even under the Romans, thofe conquerors of 
the earth, they had never been deprived of, except 
by force and for a time, Unfortunately for them, 
there was a Choifeul in the Miniftry of Verfailles, 
He gave the Council to underftand, that it would 
be an eafy matter to obrain from the Republic of 
Genoa the ceffion of this ifland, which was only a 
burthen to it, and which, in fact, it was obliged to 
abandon: he reprefented it as one of the beft acqui- 
fitions that could be obtained, as a fertile and excel- 
tent colony, very weil calculated to afford us a par- 
tial indemnity for others, and efpecially tor Canada, 
fince, exclufive of the furs, we might find there 
every thing we ufedi to bring from thar country, efpes 
cially wood {or fhip buildin, and mival flores of 
different kinds*, that ir would not be difficult to 
prefeive it, on accovat of its proximity 5 that, in 
a word,. this project woult be attended with the 
double advertaze of fecuriag t> ourf.lves a port for 
the protection otour trade 1 the Mediterrangan, and 
ot taking it Hom Great Brtaia, which, as he pre= 
tended, hed the matter in contemplitioa, ‘The pow 
litical views of the Minitter did not fail of applaufe : 
the King alone was alarmed at them, from the ap- 
rshenfion that they might excite the jealonfy of the 

nglift. ML. de Choifeul was too good a Courtier 
not to remove the King’s fears upon this account, 
and to pronile his Majefty, that the purchafe and 
cunquett of the iflind would be compleated, with- 
out their fhewing marks of diffatisfacion by any 
rupure. Undoubtedly, there were fome members 
prudent enough to take alfo into confiderauon the 
expences which this expedition muft neceffarily 
eccafion ; but either no great attention was paid to 
them, or they deceived themfelves with refpe@ to 
the fum they might amount to; and it was refolved 
to complete the acquifitioa. One circumftance was not 


* All thefe advantages areedi tuffed ina Letter from a Phix 
lot pber travelling in Corfica, a manufeript which our readers 
will tee with pleafurc, Appenutx, No. Il. 
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examined into, which, however, it would have been 
very proper to do ; this was, whether the rights of 
the Republic of Genoa over Corfica were really well 
founded ; whether the uninterrupted claims of a 
whol: people, who, for half a century pat, had 
thaken off its tyraraic yoke, were not infinitely 
more legitimate; in« word, whcther, admitting the 
juftice of th fe pretended rights, it were allowable 
for that Srate to trinsfer its fovercigmy to France, 
without the express, or at leait the tacit confert of 
the nation, 

Without arguing thet great diplomatic queitions, 
referved for the cifevifion of idle fpeculators, and 
which are at mo% only ne for yain treatifes upon the 
rights of nature ard nations, the Mititiry of Yer- 
fwlles exercife! the only law of Sovercigns, the 
law of the ftronget. ‘lhe Marquis ae Chivvelin, 
appointed General of the King’s forces, at his arsi- 

val, without anv previous ceremony, pro- 
27 Aug. duced an edict frum his aafter, in whieh 
his Majefty announced h'mie'f as King of Corfica, 
and by a particular ordoanince declared every one 
arebel who fhould net fubmit, and fhould attes pt, 
according ‘o the principle of natural right, to repel 
force by force. in a word, it was enjoined, that 
the Corfican fhips fhould boift the French flag, 
otherw'fe they were to be dectired pirates, and all 
other Powers were invited to fall upon them Some 
of the fir aéts of hoftility being attended with fuc- 
cefs, puifed up the vanity of the Duke de Choifeut, 
who caufed rhem to be publifhed in the Gazette of 
France, with childith parade and indecent exprefs 
fions, He had occafion to repent of this ; and the 
accont of the difgraces which the French troops 
foon experienced, was quickly returned by the fo- 
reign Gazettes, with marks of fatisfaétion, which 
convinced hin with how sauch indignation alf Europe 
beheld this invafion. A moderate, but firm mani- 
fefto, publithed in the name of the General and of 
28 Ay the Supreme Council of State of the 
2° “8 kingdom of Corfica, contributed not a 
little to inereafe it, This proud people complained 
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init, chat his moft Chriftian \Iejefly, after having 
exprefly declared them to be free and independent, 
and after having treated, upon the footing, of on 
accommodation bswess their raviva and the Repub- 
lic of Genon, during fou vears confecutively, {poke 
of fub.titwting hiofelf to pret-nded ri,uts, the iufut= 
ficieney of which he had eckao+to'g2d The manis 
feo further fet forth, thet evcn eve ittieg the tyes 
rejsnty of Geno», it couls net have been .fablithed 
burt by a proper conte L.tw..athe to parres 5 
wluch was neecMfiri'y d'Holve | whenn finied Ly one 
oft e partic, by tcc. Ten uy "e not cnly vatheur the 
corfert of the othr, bur to s hich it Fed rot been 
Called cpen to acceces Frit acs pci ty necel- 
fary to inguir2, whether tht mot ves shear gh 
hive inlacaced the vlunterv re“G iors cf Contes 
to en er into a contract wii eo. vee the fame 
with refpeét to Trance The cve8cr Hen which the 
nation ha‘ always had for the Dre:ch troops, was 
likewife urged, 7s being tar from furnithing them 
with a pretence for treating the Corficans as enee 
mies; the perfdy of the Dire de Choifeol was 
complained of, who, after huving written to aflure 
them that their firmation was not changed, and that 
the negotiations relative to a pacification with the 
Repablic of Genoa might be renewed, fuffered that 
the oops introduced under this pretence thould ex- 
ercife real aéts of hoftility, thould endeavour to in- 
vade the kingdom, and to treat the Corficans as a con~ 
querea nation, at @ flack of fheep fold at the market, 
‘Lhis manifefto was fupported by fo vigorous a de~ 
fence, that the end of the campaign turned intirely 
to the honour of the Corficans They had Paoli at 
their head, at once a Man of Letters, a [ egifiator, 
a Politician, and a General; at leaft, fuch was the 

charagter he bore at that time, He was perfect 
fenfible, that he was not in a condition to oppofe 
finsly the efforts of France ; but his objc& was to 
gain time, by carrying on a war of chicanery, to 
undermine the enemy’s army by the intemperance of 
the climate. by the unwholcfomenefs of the {pot, 
and by dileates; he flattered himfelf that he fhould 
have 
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have fome fapport from England, and did, in fat, 
receive fuccours from thence, through the means of 
fome individuals going to Corfica, and he expedted 
more effe&tua) exertions. 

Ja the mean while, the murmurs were very confi- 
derable in France ; an infinite number of men had. 
‘been loft ; the expences amounted already to the 
thirtieth million, and all the letters received from 
the fpot, far from bringing any comfort, contained 
nothing but lamentations. So dreadful a defcription 
was even given of it, that fuppofing the complete 
furrender of the ifland, it was expected to find it de~ 
ferted and uncultivated ; and that it would be necef- 
fary to create every thing anew, and to facrifice two 
hundred millions*, before any advantage could be 
reaped from it, ‘The Duke de Choifeul, who was 
eafily dazzled with the frit brilliant {peculations 
that prefented themfelves to his imagination, had 
not the obitinacy of a man of confined talents, and 
was eafily brought back to more prudent confidera~ 
tions, difcovered the folly of his proje@. He would 
perhaps, have given it up, if the favour he enjoyed, 
and eipecialiy his honour, had not depended upon 
the fuccefs of it, The King grew out of temper ; 
the Marquis de Chauvelin his favourite, exafperated 
at being obliged to fiy from a handful of mountaineers, 
was inceffantly complaining, that he bad been fent 
with too few troops ; he earneitly afked for more, 
and, in order that his conduét might lefs be called 
in queftion, he exaggerated the difficulties, expen- 
cet, and little advantage to be gained from th’s cons 
queft ; he was particularly in extreme apprehentons 
Tett the Lnglifh fhould fall upon bim, and then all 
would have been loft. ‘The Duke de Choifen! faw 
that there was no poflibjlity of retraling 5 he inti- 
midated, feduced, or lulled the Conrt uf London, in 
fuch a manner that it did not interfere ; he refolved 
to fill Corficx with troops, and fend to the number 
of forty-eight battalions there 5 he cavfed to be 
fubftituted to the Marquis de Chauvelin, Count 
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Vaux, 2 rigid and even a hard General, who fpoke 
of nothing but gallows and execationers, and flat 
tered him with the baton of Marfhal of France, if 
he fcoured Corfica with difpatch, ‘This General ful- 
filled his commiffion too ably, without doubt ; for, 
having nothing to do but to prefent bimfelf ever: 
where, in les than two months time he became maf> 
ter of the whvle ifland ; and this rapidity of con- 
quefts, by which he flattered himfelf to arrive at 
the promifed dignity, ferved as a pretence not to 
promote him to it; he bad done nothing of fo great 
didiculty as to merit Such a reward, by putting him 
over the head of fo urany old officers not lefs de- 
fersing. 

In fad, it was difcouragement alone that had done 
all the butinefs, The principal Chiefs, not finding 
in England the refources they expected, and the 
profpect of which had affifted them in keeping yj 
the hope and courage of their countrymen, confie 
dered the refiftance as unavailing as it was perilous, 
‘They took refuge in the neighbouring States, and 
Paoli, who went to Jondon, loit there his vain 
titles—his glory, equally frivolous—~and his talents, 
which became doubtful. 

‘The fuccefs of the invafion of Corfica retarded for 
eighteen months the fall of the Duke de Chorfeul. 
It was become inevitable, by a change produced in 
the interior of the Court ; 2 change which the Mi- 
nifter might have prevented, and che fatal confe~ 
quences of which he had neither feared nor fu‘fici- 
ently forefeen Before we enter into a detail of this 
fingular anecdote, by refuming. the private life of 
the Monarch, let us continue the defcription of the 
flate of the Finances, of Juftice, and of Religion, 
the only branches of adminiftration we have to go 
through, 

We have feen in what manner M de Laverdy was 
become Comptroller General. This choice, made 
from the clafs of the Magiftracy, and from 
among the members of the Parliament that were the 
moft auftere, produced a moment of enthufiafm. 
People flattered themfelves, that it was ferioufly 

thought 
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one were turned to thefe branches of Adminiftration, 
which, being well difenffed by clearer writers, a 
happy revolution was effected in thefe particulars, 
that would have rendered France much more flou- 
vifhing, if there had not been Minifters at the head 
of the kingdom, who were more attentive to turn this 
improvement to the benefit of the public treafure, 
than to the advantage and happinefs of the fubjetts, 
The clearing of lands, the labours of the field and 
rural eeconomy, were {now the only topics of 
converfation, All the fciences of iperuianion and 
of utility refulting from them, had their academies 
in France ; they were ftudied there with care and at- 
tention; the branches of agriculture and commerce 
alone, which are of primary neceffity and ufe, which 
are the oft interefting of all co the fupport and the 
power of a great empire, were neglected. This ne~ 
gleg made us afhamed; and companies were forined, 
in the feveral provinces of the State, who were em- 
ployed in carrying thefe fciences to the degree of 
PerfeStion they are capable of, and in procuring to 
the kingdom thofe refources, which it can improve, 
onthe one hand, be the fertility of its foil; and, on 
the other, bv it’s fortunate pofition upon the Ocean 
and the Mediterrancan, Britany firft fet the exam- 
ple: a fociety of agriculture, commerce, and the 
arts, was formed there, with the approbation of the 
King. ‘This example was foon foilowed at Paris, 
and in other places. 

‘The labours of the field began to be holden in 
fome eftimation ; experiments were made ; and great 
Noblemen did not think it unworthy of them to at- 
tend to thefe objeéts. ‘Ihe clafs of Peafants, hi- 
therto fo much defpifed, and fo much oppreifed, 
acq ired a fort of confitency, and a greater thare 
of confideration. They were encouraged ; and we 
became fenfible of the abfurdity of fuffering one 
province to be famithed, while a neighbouring one 
wos replete with corn; and of preventing cultivators 
from reaping the benefit of their plentiful harvett, by 
procuring to ftrangers a fubfiftence thev might be in 
want of; and accordingly the wife laws we have 
‘been mentioning were enacted. xa 
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A declaration of the King, notifying an 
exemption from taxes cod other impets, 7 June, 
for marthy lands that were driel ups 77:4) 
and another, notifying a fufpenfion, vy *3 /#% 
ring three years, of the privileges of the officers of 
the King’s houfehold, as alfo, that the officers of 
the Courts of Juftice fhould not enjoy any exemp- 
tion from taxes, unlefs they refidgd upon the fpor 
where their offices were eftablifhes continued to 
do honour to M. de Laverdy, becaufe it was imagi-. 
ned they proceeded from ‘him, and that he was ume 
loyed in alleviating the lot of the country pzople, 
ee miftake did not laft long; it was fon uifvove~ 
red, that this Comptroller General was ancither 
attached to Philolophers nor their fcience ; and 
that thinking he was in poffeffion of cvery kind of 
knowledge, he reje&ed every foreign information ; 
he iffued a declaration, torbidding to write, print, 
or publith any thing upon the reform or adminif- 
tration of the finances; it bears the marks of a 
low-minded, narrow, and trifling caft of charac« 
ter, and tending co defpotifm. Ina word, D, 
his edi@ for paying off the debts of the State Wee 
betrayed his folly. ‘This edi&, an eternal 17+ 
monuinent of flame for the Minifter who conceived 
it, and the Parliament which regittered it, not on! 
bronght no relief to the State, but even onprefled tt 
with freth impofts, and gave a greater extenfon to 
old ones, ‘Ihe pretence was, the ctablifhinent of 
two treafuries, one for the payment of the annui.ies 
and bills due by the King, the other fur the reme 
burfing and extinction of the capiitls. ‘To do this 
the more effeQually, and to take in the whole of the 
debts atone view, all the bearcrs of contrists were 
obliged to htve them renewed and exanineds and 
the bearers of bills we’ to have thea liquidated 
and turned into contra&ts, which were formalities 
as tedious and trocblefome, as they were experfive, 
both to individuals and to the hing. But as fornas 
this change was made, nothing wore wis to be 
quired. His Majefty was auch plac wath thi 
arrangem-nt, which pot him at his tate. ileving 
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mt the Duke de Bouillon, who wes loaded with 
dcot, the King afked hits how his affairs went on? 
“Very badly, Sire” antwered the duke, imagine 
ing, perhaps, that he fhould awaken the Monarch’s 
benevolerce ; “very bacly; my creditors ftill tor- 
“ ment me exceecingly , but the only confolation he 
everived trom the King was, Uf hy don't you do as 1 do? 
harry hat juflglecred me, 
"Lhis clearing was, in fa@, an additional load ; 
“for, in order co affunte a ftridter air of feverity, the 
Canptroher General——very different fiom thofe 
vho take no account of the injuftices of their pre- 
decc furs, and do not think themflves obliged to re~ 
j er tocm—reftored the reduced anrnitics upon the 
foor'ng ot the old capitals, but orly for the reim- 
burlement. ‘J his was a Lait thrown out to his bre 
thren of the ‘sriament, who had many of thefe an- 
nuitics, andl flattered shenifelves they fhould be reim- 
berfed the ful, though, according to the edict, this 
was only to be done bv cxding lots. It was even 
foul, thit the great bench was paid off i:nmediately ; 
waich contderably taciltitcad the regiflering, 
‘The Council was pleefcd with Au. del averdy for 
this coutuvance, which thus made the levying of 
the ino Mingtenes, and otver impolts, legally valid, 
etrowile thie was anly coue by a regitry 
abe.! of juitice, a method always odious, 
"The Partiasent unntuleted by this all their own re~ 

and thefe of the other Parliaments ; 
ty come 10 an ayowal of their fault, to 
then Vives guilty of an unreafonable refittance, 
and to acknowledge the jultice of the Rrokes of au- 
toricy oxerte! wth fo much rigour againft the pro- 
vincey. Accordingly, the Court of Aids, mor 
untive to avoid this inconfiftency, and to orcferve 
the loaom of the Mag""rhev, after various modifi 
cation, ade? thefe rem rkoble words: 

Orr faid Lord the King fhall alto be implored 
ter to th: whole body of the sagittracy 
ter dug to tiem for the unhearc-ot v olencds 
 oxorefed againft she feve al’ ourts of his king~ 
* dom, sudto remove the apprehentions of his eee 

“ple, 
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“ ple, who, witneffes of the exceffes which hive 
«been committed againit the Magiftrates, have 
“ learnt but too well what they had to fear, if fuch 
* abufes of the military authority were not fuppreffed 
“by the fevereft punifhments, Orcered, that col- 
** lated copies of the prefent declaration, and allo of 
the prelent decree, be fent to the provinces, under 
* the jurifdiction of a Court of Subsidies, &c.” 
Another part of this ediét, which bad Leen fingu- 
Jorly flattering to the Parliament, and, perhaps, had 
impoied in a certain degree upon the nation, vas 
the eftablifiment of a Chamber comp.tcd of the 
Members of that Compiny, to attend to the obfer- 
vance of the ediét, co conduét all the opwations of 
it, and to decide all the queitions and cifputes that 
night arife on account of them. But this Chamber 
proved only an additional burthen to the kingdom, 
froin the falaries given to its members. Moreover, 
it cid not put a flop to the embezz'ement of the t- 
nances; it did not precvre any exo@ncts in the pay- 
ments; the reimurfement of the cepitals onty took 
place once or twice, as much as Was nce.farv to 
fatisfy the enqrements taken with the mol cifine 
uithed members of this Canminy; and the difor- 
jer of the finances, intead of cininthing, only ine 
creafed. On thr one brent, it was meeffiry to 
fapply the King’s expentes, wo, having no¢chrow- 
ledged miftefs, had many capeces, and was fr 
rounded by eree'y cou and favourites, who 
avaced themfelves of Lis ..t> eto fiton Cin the 
other hand, the LD ke de Choiten!’s p oi, -hties, 
who, not being wore @conom cl of the wealrh of 
the State than ot his own, acte Vib. parto ‘he pety 
fovercign in his wav, ani had ftill were creatures to 
gratify than his maioe 
id de Laverey, who, unter an Lypocriticc) air of 
modeily, entertained an unbounee it amLiten, not 
bei, abe ‘+ remain iu ofice, w" hac.t fugy y ng the 
cont’swal . .rinds of fewis XV. end of iss.) ‘er, 
wi ffantly employed ix iceting oat now refour- 
ces ind ashe nal none in t's branch of fins oes, 
which he cJ not to the te-ftunverflard, he was obli- 
gee toreceiys ail the ideas faggsied 10 
a 
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dy fubalterns, Every time there was a want of mo+ 
ney, recourfe was had to fome new fifeal invention, 
which occafioned remonttrances from the Courts, for 
he could not always bribe ; and fometimes patriotifa 
or ill-humour prevailed. Nothing was more dif- 
utirg than the anfwers he foggetted tothe King, 
in which joining the meannefs of falfity to a ridicu- 
Jous compaffion, he inceffantly affured, in his name, 
that his Majelty bore his fubjects in his heart -— 
that it was ogaintt bis will he increafed the burden 
of their impotts ;—thar he hoped foon to be in a 
condition to relieve them, by reforms; by economy, 
by a good adminiftration, and by the improvement 
of the finances ; while every thing which paffed un- 
der the eyes of the nation, was a manifeft contradic- 
tier. to thefe declarations, 

Je was this Minifter who contributed greatly to in- 
creafe the troubles of Britany, by incroaching upon 
the rights of the States, by writing infolent letters to 
them, by afterwards affuming the character of author 
and hifterian, and by difperfing pamphlets, in which 
he cavilled with their writers, to dettvoy their privi+ 
Jeges, and eftablith the defpotifin of the King upon 
the ruins of their public right. One may ftill recol- 
Te with what contempt he was treated, in fongs 
made upon him in this province. Ridicule was the 
ouly weapon turned againit him, and with effet, The 
fone was foon done at Paris; and, what moftly ex. 
afperated him, was a caricature, in which he was re~ 

refeated under the perfon of a man carrying a bal. 
ket upon his fhoulders, with a cane in his hand in 
farm of a battle-ax (the diftinciion of the Comp- 
trolter General) fearching in all the croffings, and in 
everv hesp ofdirt, From the end of his cane fome 
rolls of paper were comiog ont, intitled, Decrees of 
Cyne i He had fpeftacles upon his rofe, and 
{c omed very thort-fighted: @ natural as well as mo~ 
tril defe& which he had. Ac the bottom of the 
print was written, Au grand Chiffoster de France *, 
J- poory of Vefpa’an, who had laid a tax vpon 
urne, the derifion of him was carried fo fer, as to 
addrefs un anonymous project to him, for eltablith- 
® To the great regan of France. 
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ing public privies in barrows at tM corner of the 
Streets, into which one could not enter without pay - 
inga tax; 2 projet of little expence, and which 
was to bring ina great deal to the Government. Ir 
became neceflary to difmifs a Minifter, who, being 
the ridicule of the Court, and of the city, beganto 
excite murmurs and infurreétions, The freedom 
granted to the corn trade, both within and without 
the kingdom, far from producing thofe falutary ef- 
feéts that were expetted, formed a diflreffing period, 
from the enormous dearnefs of this commodity ; a 
Gearne(s which was kept up, and which, except fome 
flight diminutions at intervals, latted til] the death 
of the King. Perfons who adhered to old cuftoms, 
and to prejudices, as well as thofe who profited by 
obitacles and conitraints, attributed this calauity to 
the fyftem of the innovators. ‘Ihe aconomifts, on 
the contrary, threw the blame of it upon bad har- 
vefts, but till more upon the manner in which their 
plan bad been modified They pretended, thara half 
iberty was more pernicious than a total conftraint, 
‘They defended themfeives in this manner, not dar~ 
ing to reveal the true caufe, which proceeded from 
owerful and fecret mancuvres, that might have 
Been traced even to the Throne, and the Minifters of 
which, being the intermediate agents, fet feveral fube 
alterns in motion, who, dreading neither infamy nor 
the public hatred, enriched themfelves with the 
fpoils of the people. The Govzrnment were happy 
to put a flop to inquiries, by fixing the attention of 
the public upon a difgraced Minilter, who, being 
particularly intrufted with the adminiftration of the 
orn, feemed refponfible for all the evils of dearth, 
Such were the politics of the end of the reign of Lew 
is XV. When the meafore of iniquity was full, the 
author was difmiffed, but his work remained, 

M. de Laverdy—who, upon his entering into the 
office of Comptroller General, had withed to keep 
his own houfe, in order to retire to it when he fhould 
return to a private life ;—who had given in a fate 
of his moderate fortune, from a defire that it fhould 
not be increafed during his management cf he finan” 
ces;-—who, being a fon-in-law of a woollen-draper, 
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fon of a lawylt, and himfelf of the commonalty, 
wifhed never to quit this clafs of men, and had fuf- 
fered himfelf to be intreated three times before he 
entered into the Miniftry—went out of it a very dif- 
ferent man. A genealogy was made out for him, 
in which he claimed a long poffeffion of nobility of 
& very ancient race, and became capable of afpiring 
to the higheft honours He wanted to be honerary 
Counfellor of the Parliament, honorary Member of 
the Academy of Belles Lettres, and, his vanity was 
hurt at not having remained tong enough in office 
to be decorated with the Blue Riband. Some perfon, 
in order to pay his court to him, having offered him 
an exorbitant price for his little houfe in the ftreet 
des Blancs manteaux, he fold it, and the King gave 
him, and rebuilt for him, the fmall botel of Conti, 
to embellith which, even the ho.cl of the Mint was 
blocked wp, in the part that was contiguous to it. 
He canfed his father in law, who was very rich, and 
retired from trade, to make a fecond fortune, more 
vonfiderable than the formes, He procured alfo a 
reat fortune to his brothers-in-law, and to all his 
amily, and hinifelf, poffeffing a revenue of two hun- 
dred thoufand livres*, had reafon to write to his 
daughters, in announciny to them his retirement, 
that le was no longer in the finances. Vhis was the 
expreffion he made ufe of, end which charaGlerized 
exi@ly the manner in which he had managed his 
office to his own emolument. 

. ‘The Duke de Choifeul appointed M. 
2782" Maynon dInvau his fucceffor. His grati- 
tude towards this Counfellor of State, the fagacity 
he thought he had obferved in his reports to the 
Council, in a word, his wild and moderate difpof. 
ton, remlered him in his opinion, worthy of this 
truft, an he fufferec bimfelf to be blinded by friend~ 
thip. Befides, as the Comptroller General was now 
nothing more than a Firft Clerk, ditinguithed by the 
title of Chief of the Council of Finance—a dignity 
which the Duke de Choifeul had reftored for the 
Duke de Praflin, who, himfelf fatisfied with receiv- 





* Upwards of eight thoufend posnds. ‘ 
ing 
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ing the rich emoluments of the office, ated only 
under the influence of his coufin—the Duke de 
Choifeul flartered bimfelf, thar he might affit and 
dire& his favourite with his counfels; but he did not 
fiad in him the man he expe@ed. M. d'Invau, of 
2 weak ftate of health, and incapable of much ap- 
lication, was unable either to fupport the burthen 
fy himfelf, or to obey the violent impulfe of his 
leader; he was equally deficient in power to do 
good or evil. He did not ftay long in oifice, The 
oaly thing be can be reproached with, is, by a blind 
complaifance for the two Miniiters, and other per= 
fons of the Ccurt, who had formed fpeculative cal~ 
culations of fortune upon the fufpenfion of the char- 
ter of the India Company, to have ventured the firit 
attack upon this citablifiment, the antiquity and 
maguificence of which, as well as the name of its 
founder, ought to have intitled it to more refpeat. It 
feems, that this fisin has not done any injury to his 
reputation, which he owes perhaps Jefs to hinsfeif, 
than to his predeceffor and his fucceflor. However 
this may be, the public were plcafed with the cou- 
rage he had, to fend in his refignation after the 
meeting of a Council, in which his proje@s were 
not approved, and ftill more with bis having intrea- 
ted the King to permit him to retufe the cultomary 
penfion, and, as he had not been of any ufe te the 
State during his Miniftry, that he might not at leaft 
be a burthen to it in his retircment trom bofinets. 
He was fucceeded by the us Abbé Terrai, who 
will foon diftinguith himfelt in the circle of Mintiters 
co-operating to fubvert the conflitution of the State, 
and to complete the ruin of the finances and of the 
King’s credit. ‘The party of the Choifeul’s began 
to decline, The new Comptroller General was 
ereated by the Chancellor Maupecu, who, medita+ 
ing on his part a great revolution in the lwagiflracy, 

was in want of fuch an affiftant. ° 
The Partiaments were in a more violent ferment 
than ever. The feeds of difcord {own among them 
by the pre-eminence granted to the Parliament of 
Paris, had produced mys momentary divifion, A 
4 concern. 
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concern of a more urgent nature obliged them to 
reeunite. If, by the removal of thofe rulers who 
had molefted them, they had reaffumed, accordin 
to the expreffion of 2 celebrated Attorney General, 
Je hawt du pavé *, this had not been for a long ime. 
‘The filence which the Court had impofed on them 
upon this point, and the fevours of another kind, 
with which thee Courtiers had been loaded, could 
not make them expe&t a true calm, The ftorm foon 
June raged again, and with greater violence. 
6 ‘The deftru@ion of the Parliament of Pau, 
2785+ to which the other Parliaments did not op- 
pofe themfelves with fufficient ftrength, and which 
was reitored at the pleafure of the Minifters, encon- 
yaged them to bolder enterprizes ; and the two At- 
tornics Generai of Rennes, as well as fevers] Coun- 
fellors of that Court, at the eve of lofing their heads, 
made the Magiftrates of the other Courts fenfible of 
the neceffity of redoubling their efforts to fave thefe 
brethren, and of claiming their privilege 4 beiny 
tied by their Peers, This trial is what is called 1 
ir of Britainy, one of the moft incredible tranfac- 
tions in the reign of Lewis XV. 
Tt took its rile from the decrees iffued againft the 
fefuits +; and in the accounts given on this fubject, 
.de Ja Chalotais, the avthor of thefe writings, 
appeared the moft formidable adverfory they had in 
Hritainy ; and, not having being abe to prevent their 
deftruGion, they thought of availing themfelves of the 
powerful party they hed in this province, in order to 
excite troubles there, and make it the center of their 
intrigues, to procure their reftoration, or at leat to 
avenge themlelves. ‘The States of 1762, had fur~ 
nifhed them with the opportunity of beginning, ‘The 
Bithops, with Defnos, the Bihhop of Rennes, at 
their head, were for them. Almoft all the Order of 
the Clergy, with fome members of the Nobility, 








© The upper hand. ‘This Attomey General wat M. de le 
Chalotais, ins leer 10 his foo, printed st thewial, 
+ This narrative ix partly taken from s manofeript memorial 
of M. de la Chaloairy which isin the lirary of the Dake de 
a0. 
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compofed a confiderable number, fupported and pro~ 
teéted by the Commandant, who, inoreover, difpo- 
fed of the Commonality. 

Their obje@ had been, to invalidate the decrees 
that had diffolved the Society in Britainy, as bein 
made againft the rights of the States—to oppofe 
thefe rights to thofe of the Parliaments—and to fet 
the nation again itfelf. The partizans were very 
warm ; fome gentlemen of quality ufe menacing 
expreffions to each other upon the théatre {, and the 
Duke d?Aiguilion, who ought to have put a ttop to 
thefe exceffes, indireétly give @ fandion to chein 
by his filence. They returned three times to the 
charge ; ani fome letters, real or fictitious, of the 
late Dauphin, were clandeftinely read, or caufed to 
be read, to excite the people in favour of the fefu- 
its; and if thefe commotions had becn left to take 
their free courfe, they would probably have brought 
on a civil war inthe province, which would foon 
after have diffufed itfelt through the whole kingdom, 

M. de la Chaloteis, as much interefted by motives 
-of felf-love, and perfonal fafety, as of patriotiim, 
in fapporting an affair of which he had been the 
chief inttigator, averted the troubles which the 
Commandant—alternately proteéted by the Jefuits, 
or protedting them—was endeavouring to excite -in 
their favonr. He gave previous information to the 
Dake de Choifeu! ot their complicated manctuvres 5 
which being dereéted, lott all their effe@ in the 
States: But the Society thought, notwithftanding, 
that they bad gained a confiderable point, in making 
their quarrel perfonal to the Duke ¢: illon, who 
was become an implacable enemy to their opponent, 
Proud of this Chief, they laid the plan of fucceding 
in another manner 

There were in Britany general complaints againft 
the edminiftration of the Commandant concerning 
the great roads. The Parliament had taken them 
into confideration, and, as the Magiftrates who 





1 The neme given to the place where the Genera} Aiferably, 
of the three Ordere of the State ix holden, 
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‘brought the complaints were the fame as had ap- 
peared io oppeation to the Jefuits, thefe and the: 
Dake ¢’Aiguillon joined themfelves to effe@ their 
defrogion. By a ftroke of policy worthy of thele 
Fathers, in provoking the vanity of the Comptroller, 
General Laverdy, they made this conceited man, 
who was an outragecus Janfenif, and had been one 
of their moft indetatigable enemies inthe Company, 
concur indire@ly in thcir projeét, Exafperated at 
being made the fport of the province, he feconded 
the Duke d’Aiguillon in multiplying the ftrokes of 
authority againtt it, and againf the Parliament He 
was canied fo far from his own meafvres, that, by 
a feries of incomprehenfible proceedings, feveral of 
which were prepared with fo much artifice that it 
was impoffible to evoid the fnare, the Magiftrates 
were hurried into the refolution of giving in their 
refignations, which fearce any one of them withed 
to do. 
‘The Jefuits and their psrtizens, thus being maf- 
ters of the field, held all the affemblies and all the 
conventicles they thought proper; the refult of 
which was to complete their work in the province 
by the deftru@tion of M, de la Chalotais, whom the: 
could not forgive for the accounts he had publifhed, 
in which be had fo eloquently difplayed the defe&s 
in the conftitution and jnanegement of the Order, 
and who, during the Affembly of the States, had 
oppofed their manceuvres with alf his power. His 
fon, and fome Magiftrates who had been the moft 
carnett in oppofing them, were to become victims of 
the plot by implication, All the circumftances were 
favourable to the fuccels of it ; they had for them 
the Commandant of the province, and his uncle the 
Count de St, Florentin, who had Britany in his de- 
partment—who, from: his poft, being the interpreter 
Of the will of the Sovereign, was thus both judge 
and party, and had been ii jous enough not to exe 
cept againt himfelf on fuch an occafion. ‘Lhey had 
fome other members of the Parliament, the only 
ones that remained, and were ready to form a tribu- 
nal which was to be totally devoted to them. In 
a word, 
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aword, they had the King likewife, who was fo 
highly offended and incenfed againft the people of 
Britainy, that he was determined not to grant them 
any favour of any kind: be had apprize: the Minii- 
ters of this, and even th@one who Bad the difpenfa- 
tion of ecclefiattical favours *. 

‘The defolation prevailing in the province by the 
Gifperfion of the Parliament. produced murmurs, 
complaints, pamphlets, and aéts of defpair, of which, 
even advantages were taken. It is moft probable 
that, under favour of this general ferment, pieces 
were drawn up proper for their defign, and Inid to 
the charge of the malecontents. Already a procefs 
was begun at Paris, concerning divers intrigues prac- 
tifed to excite confufion, refpeéting (everal defama~ 
ory libels, as well in prof: as in verfe, tending to 
attack the honour and reputation of certain Mayif- 
trate’, or other zealous fabjedte devoted to Govern 
ment, and relating to many anonytous letters inju~ 
rious to the Royal authority, addreffed to the Minif- 
ters, ‘The cognizance of thefe marters had been 
referred to the Parliament of the capital ; and while 
they were employed in this bufinefs, freth aéts of 
violence were carrying on. 

In the night from the 1oth to the 11th of Novem. 
ber, 1765, Meflieurs de Chalotais, father and fon, 
and three Counfellors of the depofed Parliament, 
‘were carried off by armed men, with the moft fcan- 
dalous apparatus. It was afterwards made public 
by an aét of Royalty, in which the King himfelf 
was made the aceuter, that thefe Magiftrates had 
been reprefented to him as equally enemies to his 
authority and to public tranquility. It 71, 
was id, that they were with reafon ful pit 
peded of having for fome time patt en- stem of 
deavoured to excite and foment danger- OF" ¥, 
ous commotions in Britaing ; that, in or % Nee» 
der to fucceed in this, they had form- ‘795: 


© This anecdote isto be found in a letter of M. Piguet de 
Monweuit, Counfellor of the Grand Chamber of the Parlis 
meat of Britany, dated from Verisilles, the 28th of December 
1764, and depofited at the trial. 
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ed unlawful affemblies among themfelves, had ene 
tered into criminal affociations, and bad kept up 
fulpicious correfpondences—that, not farisfied with 
defaming, by feveral libels, thofe who had thewed 
their attachment to the Rings fervice, they had 
undertaken to diftribate wWitings drawn up with a 
fpicit of independence, which had made them hold 
the moft feditious difcourfes in public—that, in 
2 word, they had carried their boldnefs to fuch 
aheight, as to caufe anonymous letters to reach the 
Court, injurious to the perfon of the Monarch, and 
derogatory to the Royal Majefty. 

Upon fich vague accufations, a monftrous procefs 
was begun, no fimilar inftance of which has ever ap~ 
peared in the annals of juitice. ‘To keep up the appear- 
ance of regularity, and more effectually to deceive the 
King, an offer was made to the Parliament of Bri- 
tany affembled, to return their refignations, and 
fulfer them to ay their confined members, This 
mameovre was intended to propagate a belief that 
their crime was thoroughly afcertained ; thet ar 
leat they were accuied Sik fairnefs, and with the 
greatell impartiality, fince no other tribunal was 
dvequired than that very one which the law allowed 
them ; but at the fame time, to this offer was added 
acondition, which it was impoffible for the Magi-~ 
ftrates to fulfil, namely, by refuming their funions 
again, to betray their honour, their oath, and their 
country. ‘| he matter turned out as it had been fore- 
feen ‘The Parliament, deliberating upon the orders 
of the King, fettled that the motives which had de- 
termined them to the ac of refigaation ftill remained 
in full force, and they therefore perfifted in it; even 
fome of thofe who had not refigned before, acceded 

12 Nev, '0,the a€& upon this occafion, This was 
"what waa defired, Encouraged therefore 

1765. by the example of the Parliament of Pau, 
it was refolved to form anew that of Rennes upon 
the fame footing, and in the mean while it was pro- 
vifionally holden by the Council. As foon as this 
Court was opened, letters patent were direéted to it, 
to proceed to the trial of the Magiftrates accufed, 

Having 
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Having then recruited the corps with 

fome of the difmifed officers, it appeared 26 “ev. 
for a time that the cognizance of the af- 16 Fer. 
fair was to be referred to them. This 66. 
manquvre had been concerted withthem, 17% 
who, being no lefs enemies of thefe illuftrious pri- 
foners=- whofe frmnets was a perpetual reproach, of 
their bafenefs—did not, however, dare to give the 
judgment withed for by the Court, and gave up a 
right, the enjoyment of which, though they were 
at liberty to refufe, yet they could not deprive the 
prifoners of it, ‘This furnifhed @ pretence for order- 
ing the Commiffioners to continue the inquiry, and 
for this purpofe new letters patent were Fan 
iffued, fignifying the eftablifhment of a 74 72 
commiffion from the King’s Council, tohold 170% 
a Royal Court of Juftice at Saint Malo’s, 

Tt was in chat town that this Sham Tribunal 4, 
which had difappeared from Rennes, was reproduced. 
It was there thet, after having experienced all the 
revolutions, all the modifications, all the changes of 
places, and of marches, which the Commandant of 
the province, the fecret inftigator of this machina- 
tion, chofe-—circumftances which occafioned as many 
variations in the proceedings ;—it was there that, 
with new formalities created for this affair—with 
laws multiplied for it alone, fabricated by the ac- 
cufer, fucceffively derogating from each other, and 
porportioned to days, minutes, and to the difficulties 
that arofe—a code was invented on purpofe to crimi- 
nate the accufed perfons, and to effe& their condem- 
nation, Already was thing prepared for the 
execution of 2 fentence fettled ar Verfailles revious 
to the departure of the Commiffioners— and, if an 
‘uncontroverted tradition may be credited, the execu- 
tioner was fet out, with ali the inftruments for the 
bufinefs, which was to have been haftily performed 
in the cidatel of Saint Malo—when the vigorous re~ 
monftrances of the Parliament of Paris awakened a 


4 An exprefion made “ule of in the Remonftrances of the 
Parliament Sitting at Roues, addreifed to the King, in 1766, 
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falmary remorfe in the heart of the Monarch, The 
Duke de Choifeul went to the King at the very time 
when he was tormented with dreaful anziety: he 
improved his emotion, and canfed the decree of 
blood to be revoked, 
The affair took another turn, the powers of the 
Feb. Commiflioners ceafed, the coptinuation of 
17 Go. the procefs came before the natural judges, 
3790. who had been conftantly claimed by the 
prifoners ; but thefe naturel judges, being only in 
{mall numbers—either gained over by favours or 
intimidated by threats—could not conftitute the 
true Parliament, which exifted in the exiled mem- 
bers, M. de Ja Chalotais, and his fellow accufed, 
declined being judged by that tribunal, in the 
ftate it was, inafmuch as it was unable to take 
cognizance of the caufe of an individual much lefs 
of one refpeéting the meaibers of a Court, who had 
a right to te judged by all the Chambers affembled ; 
and they therefore required to be referred to the 
Parliament of Bourdeauc ¢. The information of the 
caufe was not Jefs continued at the fuit of M. Geof 
froy de la Ville-Blanche, Counfellor, appointed At~ 
torney General for that purpofe, although he had 
declared, in ordcr that he might be excepted againft, 
his great enmity to M, de Caradeuc, All the pro- 
ceedings in this caufe were a fingular compound of 
irregularity and defpotifm, in which order feemed 
now and then to be reverted to, merely that it might 
afterwards be departed from in @ more extraordina: 
manner. By a decree of Council, it was ordered, 
that the proceedings of the Parliament of Paris, con- 
cerning the firft troubles in Britany, thould be fent 
back to the office of the Parliament of that province, 
ta be added to the criminal procefs which was going 
on there ; and accordingly, in the Eafter vacation, 
thofe pieces were carned off in a forcible manner 


‘This Parliament is pointed oat by the erdoanence of 1737, 
to be fubl that of Rennes, in cafes wherein the latter 
is not ina condition to take cognizance of the affairs brought 
before them. 
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from the Recorder, who was fo much confounded at 
this extra-judicial a@, that he hed the weaknefs to 
give them up 

After this re-union, another feparation Hub 
took place ; at length a reference to the 9 4 
Council, and the removal of the prifoners 1 Neo 
to the Battile: this occafioned frefh re“) ee 
monttrances from them, who perfifted in ed 
requiring tobe judged by the tribunal pointed out 
by the law. ‘Then it was, that, ina folemn affem- 
bly of the Council of the parties, where the King 
afited, after an hiftorical detail made by M. !e Noir, 
the Recorder, who finifhed his fpeech by inviting 
the King to mercy, his Majefty faid, that it was un- 
neceffary that he fhould know any thing more about 
the matter, and that he would not have any fentence 
pafled, He at the fame time gave orders for the ex- 
finion of all offences and accufations upon |p, 
that fubje&, which took place by letters 74 “7# 
from the great feat 

While the Sovereign's wifdom, moderation, and 
oodnefy were extolled, by a manifeft contradiction, 
¢ was made to exercife the moft revolting tyranny, 
The Magiftrates, when they left the Baftille, not 
only were not reintated in their fun@tions, but his 
Majelty was made to declare, that he would never 
reftore his confidence sor his good graces to thofe 
Attornies General, They were all banifhed, with 
exceeding feverity, and were not even allowed to 
fee their friends or relations before they went, 

The Parliament of Paris inffting upon 
the inconfitency of a punithment, fill ca- #2 qi” 
pable of keeping up fufpicions againft the 707+ 
accufed, the King declared, that their honour was 
not called in queftion, Thus it is, that by miferable 
fubterfuges, fuggefted to the private revenge of 
Lewis XV, their enemies gratified their own, ey 
had piqued the vanity of the King by intercepted 
letters, wherein the Magittrates, without offending 
the Majefty of the throne, treated the man with a 
degree of franknefs to which he was unaccuf- 


tomed. 
They 
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‘They languifhed ftill feveral yesrs, during which 
time neither their repeated memorials, nor the foli- 
citations of the Courts, could operate any thing in 
their favour In a word, though their innocence had 
been acknowledged, they could not obtain any legal 
mode of juttification; but were conftantly the vic- 
tins, and their oppreffors triumphed; a fpecies of 
iniquity adapted to the horrid period of the age 
which is the obje& of our prefent attention, 

Such a conduét, far from eetariag peace to the pro- 
vince of Britany, as the King had been flattered that 
it would, ferved only to increafe the difturbances, 
The cabals of the Jefaite continued {till to excite 
difcord in all parts, ‘She Parliament, a vain phan- 
tom, bereft of its ancient fplendor, was no longer 
the fanQuary of juftice, but a receptacle of iniquity ; 
a ridiculous tribunal, called the Bailywick of Aiguila 
don. The divided States faw the ftrokes of authority 
multiplied againft their expiring liberty. The Order 
of Nobiticy {till ftraggted againit the two other Or« 
ders, which were entirely fubdued, but were them- 
felves inwardly agitated by afchifm, excited by the 
intrigues of the Commandant. ‘This man—who was 
an abfolute defpot, furrounded with fpies, informers, 
and minifters of his fury, and who was matter of the 
letters de Cachet, which his uncle the Minifter gave 
out at pleafure—depopulated the province of its de- 
fenders, by dint of exiles and profcriptions ®. Ina 
word, he had undertaken to accomplifh the total de- 
ftru@tion of the conftitution of Britany, in caufing to 
be vegiftered by command a terrible fratute, confift- 
ing of two hundred and thirty-one articles, the infi- 
dious arrangements of which tended for the moft 
part to ere&t into a Jaw all the innovations he had i 
troduced, all the abufes of authority he had commit. 
ted, all the violences he had attempted, and ina word, 
a ftatute entirely fubverfive of the privileges and ans 
cient euftoms, as well in che form asin the matter, 








See the Aafwer of the States of Britany to the memorial 
of the Dake d'Aiguillon, ia which are computed 134 lettere 
de Cachet given out in the conrfe af about three years. 


Fortunately 
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Fortunately for the inhabitants of Britany, this 
was the end of the adminiftration of the Comman- 
dant, The meafure of his iniquities was full, and the 
nation, in defpair, might have been induced to pro- 
ceed to the moft dreadful extremities: it was under 
this point of view, at leaft, that the Duke de Choi- 
feul—a perfonal enemy to the Duke d’Aiguillon, of 
whofe exceflive ambition he ftood in awe—reprefent- 
ed matters to the Monarch, in order to raife his fears, 
After having infpired him with anxiety concerning 
the ftatute, ne defcribed the troubles it would necet- 
ferily occafion in the enfuing feffion of the State 
faggefted the plan of convoking, an extra-feffi 
which it might be more freely adopted, This Mi- 
nifter knew how the King was to be managed; who 
would have refufed to deftroy at once an odious mat- 
ter, executed by his orders He fpoke only of foft- 
enings, and modifications, which would not call his 
authority in quettion, and whi, by preferving the 
neceflary difpofitions to contain the tumul:uous com= 
mations of the States, would more effectually enflaye 
the Nobiliy, when they fhould have concurred in 
forging their own chains In order the better to fe+ 
duce his mafter, he propofed that this commiffion 
fhould be given to the Prefident Ogier, a man per- 
fonally agreeable to his Majefty, whofe mild and 
conciliating difpofition he was fond of, and in whom 
he repofed an entire confidence Befides, he was a 
lawyer, very well verfed in the furms, and who, ftrip~ 
ped of all the military apparatus of the Commands 
ant, would only have the appearance of & peace- 
maker. Lewis XV. confented, or rather fuffered 
himfelf to be drawn into this meafure, and the Cont 
iniffioner was, appointed, 

The Duke d’Aiguillon, who was fenfible where 
the ftroke would fall, difembled his refentment, but 
he endeavoured by his emiffaries to efcape it, by fox 
menting the fpirit of fa@iion, which it was his intereft 
at this inftant to keep up. Having fet bis venal 
writers at work, he caufed to be printed and pub- 
tithed, almoft on the eve of the extraordinary c 

Y 
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bly of 5 a pamphlet, entitled, Dia 
Fobeawey ser eet poe oe fpeakers 

4798. ated the part of idiots, to inculpate 
the whole Order of the Nobility, and feed diffenti- 
on*, ‘The Parliament of Britany had it too much at 
heart, to shew that a calm would fucceed to the 
ftorm, as foon as the Prefident Ogier fhould appear. 
There never was more harmony prevailing in the 
Affemblies, never more union berween the Orders, 
‘The circumftance which the Duke de Choifeu! had 
peecided, in order to induce the vanity of the 

Honarch to give way, happened as he had faid. 
The opinion of confinin Teinfclves to intreat his 
Majefty, that he would Ee pleafed to withdraw the 
monttrous code of legiflation, which the States com- 
plamed of, to difpenfe them even from uclitftratin 
upon it, becaufe, according to right and ancient pri- 
vileges, it belonged to them to make their own fta~ 
tutes under his gor,' pleafure—this opinion, which 
was ftrongly fupported by the partizans of the Com- 
inandant, who affetted at that time to cefend the 
intereft of the province, which ihcy had fo often 
violated, was reje@ted. “they contented then:felves, 
after a refpediful protett, with examining it one artie 
ele after another ; and authority, which is always in- 
croaching, preferved all its influence. he Prefident 
was obliged to make the evlogium of the Bretons at 
Court, and it was decided that the Duke of Duras 
Should be the perfonto hold the Grand Affembly of 
the States, 

All thefe changes muft of neceflity have brought 
about the return of the Parliament, which in fact 
was effeéted a year after, to which even were re~ 
united the four Magiftrates $ involved in the pro- 
cefs of the Attornies Genera], who were the only 
perfons whom the King would never forgive, con- 
tenting himfelf always with declaring them innocent, 


© Sce The Anfwer of the Biater, &e. 

+ Meffrs. Charette, de la Guicheric, Piquet de Montreail, 
Charette de le Coliniere, who were the filt arrelted, and de 
Kirlalans, arretted afierwards. . 

it 
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but itil pretending to have private reafons for de- 
taining them in exile. The Atrorries General avail- 
ed themfelves of this rigour, to have recourfe again 
to their corps, and to demand jullification, which 
they had folicited in vain from all the'tribunals: this 
brought on the extraordinary caufe tried before the 
Court of Peers; a fiogular event, beyond all thofe 
which had contributed to bring it on, and which was 
terminated by a ftill more fingular conclufion, the 
fore-runner of the 2bfolute deftruétion of all order, of 
the Magittracy, and of the laws. ; 

1, Lamoignen de Blanc-Niefnil had fevere ’ re- 
proaches to make to himfelf, on account of his too 
great faciliy in yielding to the defpotifin of the Court, 
Reing ac the head of the Magiilracy, he had feen, for 
the courfe of ten years, continual itorms rifin; under 
his influence againft the men.bers of that bouy ; he 
had inflited one exile after another, had iffec 4 man- 
dates, and occafioned imprifenments, at fi1's, at 
Bourdeaux, at Aix, at Rover, at Rennes, a* Kefans 
con, at Grenoble, and at ‘Youloufe ; he had given gew 
neral and particular attacks to the Courts of Vagi- 
ftracv, fometimes by the eXablidhnent of a Chambre 
Royale—fometiines by infliga’ing the people of the 
Grand Council againft all the claffes of the Parlia- 
ments—fometimes by fowing the feeds of divifion 
between the States and the Parliament of the {athe 
province, He had at laft found out the abvis he 
was infenfibly digging under the foundations of the 
tottering State; he had thuddered at it, and in bis 
remorft had refufed to fuffer the principle of diffolu- 
tion—that is, the fubiiitution of authority to law, 
which he had too much encouraged—to gain any fur- 
ther ground, He had equally refufed to give in his 
refignation, and, in a ftate of inaStion lefs ignomini- 
ous than all his exertions, in an exile more calm than 
the day of his profperity, he lamented the evils, of 
which he might, however, confider himfelf as the 
principal author. 7 

M. de Maupeon had been fubftituted to him, who 
had for feveral years expected the reward of his de- 
feétion, and, not being able by any infinuations to de~ 

termine 
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termine M. de Blanc-Mefnil to receive him as his 
fucceffor, had caufe himfelf to be appointed Vice~ 

og, Chancellor, when he obtained the feals; a 

4 63, phantom of a title, which he enjoyed only 

1783 in the Almanack. ‘The Parliament refuted 
to acknowledge him, and the Magiftrates, playing 
upon this title, charaSterized him energetically, by 
calling him /e Vice¢ He was a fine fpeaker, very 
ignorant, very fupple, and under whole edminiftra~ 
Won paifed all thofe horrors we have jut been de(- 
cribing. 

It was under bis Chancellorfhip that the famous 
feffion was holden by the King in the Parliament, 

Merch cniled the flagellation, becaufe it refem~ 

3166. dled much that of Lewis XIV, when 
706. he went into the Court with his whip 
in his hand. Lewis XV, folemnly proferibed in 
it all the pretended innovations of the Coarts, 
efpecially hat word of Cla/t, which thocked the 
ears of the Minifters; and advanced there that 
ftrange affertion, that fe Aeld Ais crown only from 
Ged. Not fatished with having thus publithed it, 
he ordered the Parliements of the provinces to bring 
up the regitters, that they might fee the anfwer in- 
ferted in them in the General Affembly, and with 
proper ceremony, It was then gpparent what en- 
-yaged authority was capable of doing, in one fingle 
day, againft the aggrandizement of the Magiflracy 
during fifteen years. The feveral Companies re- 
turned forrowfally home, and iffued quiet decrees, 
wherein they did not even dare to combat the falfity 
of the revolting propofition above mentioned. They 
were fo much coniounded at the ftroke, that the 
word Clafi has nevet fince appeared in any of their 
writings. 

If this vigorous itep of the King had been kept up, 
there would bave beer no refource left, and defpo- 
tifm would have triumphed from that moment, For= 
tunately, diffentions prevailed among the Minilters, 


* The Vice. See the feveral letters inferted in the printed 
trial of M. de la Chalotaia. 


and 
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and each of them feparately fhewed confiderations 
to the Magiitracy for their own particular views. 
The Comptroller General had ediéts to pafs; the 
Vice Chancellor was conftantly efpiring to the full 
dignity of Chancellor ; the Duke de Choifeul, efpeci- 
ally, did not choofe that the Duke d’Aiguillon fhould 
fucceed in the affair of Britany. He underhand urged 
the Attornies General to avail themfelves of their 
former advantages, and the Magiftrates to fupport 
them. By tie retreat of M, Molé, who had miffed 
obtaining the feals, which he thonght due to his name, 
and to his z2al--and who befides was tired of the 
dificult part of maintaining himfelf at Court, with~ 
out betraying his Company—the Parliament had at 
their head the fon of the Vice Chancellor, more in- 
triguing, more fubtle, and more Ragitious than his 
father ; fince, to all his faults, he added hypocrify: 
he only confidered him as the guardian of a place, 
which his ambition already devonred, and to him 
his father was only a rival, to be fupplanted ata con~ 
venient opportunity He had attached himfelf to 
the Duke de Choifeut, as to the perfon in fupreme 
power at that time; he meanly paid his court to 
‘im, and received from him the impulfe he gave to 
his Company 4 which growing bolder, notwithftand~ 
ing the prohibitions of the King, fill perfifled in 
claiming the trial of Mefiresde 1a Chalotais, in prow 
Portion as the untkilfulnefs of the Vice Chancejlor 
engaged him in any falfe ftep ; and the Parliaments 
of the provinces, in imitation of ¢hat of Paris, re- 
furned the fame bufinefs, The Monarch, incapable 
of keeping himfelf fteady, and agitated between his 
Minifters, foon gave way, in hopes of finding the 
tranquillity he was in fearch of, and could nat ob- 
tain, He had no fooner made one retrograde ftep, 
than advantage was taken of it, to induce’him to 
another, It 1s from the midft of thofe feveral con- 
traditions, that the Firft Prefident De Maupeou, 
hoped foon to fee his grandeur rife. He knew that 
his father, embarraffed with the two Parliaments de~ 
ftroyed, and with the Grand Council difmiffed, and 
to be reftored, after having plunged the King into 
ala- 
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a labyrinth of dificalties not to be unravelled, would 
never have fufficient refources in his underftanding 
to extricate his vlajefty from them, This was the 
inftant he waited for, as the one in which the Prince, 
happy in refigning to him the conduét of his affairs, 
would be forced to take him for his enly advifer, 
to give himfelf blindly up to his direction, and permit 
his to ftrike all the blows his vengeance might fug- 
gett to him. 

The affairs of religion wert not more fet.led than 
thofe of the Magiftracy. Since the death of Car- 
dina] de 1a Rochefoucault, they were ta the hands of 

M de Jarante, Bi of Digne, and af- 
6 Fane, Cerwands of Orleans, “bis arss one of 
'757+ che roués of the Court, in the ftrongeft 
acceptation of the tern—who having been at the 
difpofal of the favourite while fhe lived, had after~ 
wards devoted himfelf to the Duke de Choifeul— 
who led the moft diffolute life, felling benefices 
without thame, and which were often beftowed as 
the reward of the moft infamous practices We may 
readily conceive that this Prelate, who followed in 
every thing the fteps of Cardinal Dubois, though 
without his genius, had no more regard for the Jan- 
fenifts, than the Molinifts. He had neither tbe pow~ 
er, nor the behaviour, proper to impofe upon either 
one or the other party :—equally defpifed by the 
Clergy and the Magittracy, bz let hiasfelf go to the 
torrent, as the wind blew from the Court. 

"The zealous among the Rithops wifhed to avail 
themfelves of the Decennial affembly of 176s, to 
complete the work begun in that of 1755, and to fet~ 
tle a fixed opinion upon the Bull Unigenitus ; which, 
having exifted more than half a century, without 
doing any good, had, on the contrary, been produc~ 
tive of fo much mifchief. ‘They fucceeded in form- 
ing a body of doétrine upon this point, under the 
title of A@s of the Clergy, in 1765 5 and, being well 
aware, that the fupprefhons of it would be ordered 
by the Parliament, whenthey feperated, they made 





% One that deferves to be hanged. 
a pub- 
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public and gratuitous diftribution of it to all the 
faithful , who being either appointed on purpole, or 
affembled by chance, at the great Auguftins, re~ 
ceived the Tpiritoal confolation. ‘The Magittrates 
id not delay to exert themfelves again? this freth 
monument of fanaticifm, in which they were per- 
fonally offended ; and this gave it a degree of con- 
fittence, which of stfelf it would never have had, 
‘This work, in which it was meant to make God 
fpeak, by enlightening the people upon the obj % of 
their faith, was not only unworthy of the infpiration 
of the Holy Ghoft, but very indifferent as a buman 
produ@ion ; it had been drawn up with fo much pre- 
cipitation and ignorance, that it became the de- 
rifion of the wicked, the fcandal of the weak, and 
excited the indignation of the learned part of the 
Clergy. Had it not been for the eclat made by the 
Parliament upon this fubjeét, it would have had no 
effeét, and made no noife, for few people would 
have readit. The decrees of that body made it be 
known, and orcafioned the oppofition of fome zea~ 
lows Curates, who read thefe Acts in their pulpits, 
and had warrants iffted ag-inft them. he Court, 
more incaprble than ever of vigorous decifiuns, en- 
deavoure only to maintain iefelf between the two 
Ppcies, without fuffering either of them to incroach 
too much. ‘Thev iffved a decree of Council in 
exp’anation of thofe Aéts, with regard to what in- 
tersfted his Majefty’s authority, which the Ma- 
giftrates pretended to be called in queftion, and 
at the fame time to infure to the ecclefiaftical 
powers, the effential rights which they had receiy- 
ed from Heaven, and which the Bifhope were in- 
cently claiming. Nobody was farisfied The Pre- 
lates reprefented, that, in determining the limits of 
the two powers, the King had left an ambiguity with 
regard to theirs, from whence difagree ble confe- 
quences might be deduced ‘Ihe Parliament re- 
monftrated, upon the circumtance thit this decree 
concerned the Bull Unigenitus, 15a low of the Church, 
and of the State, and by thet means kept up the 
fchifm; upon the annulling of their decrees ; cn 
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freth refufals of adminiftering the Sacraments ; and 
on recent interdi€tions pronounced by the Arch- 

Hihop of Paris. It wes impoffible to determine 
which obje@ fthould be attended to, and confufion 
prevailed more than ever in this branch of adminif- 
tration, Sometimes the Parliament was fuffered to 
Proceed, and it was thought they triumphed ; when 
their victims were faddenly taken from them by let- 
ters de Cachet, It was not ventured to re-eftablith 
thofe Prietts, againft whom warrants were iffued ; 
but penfions, or better livings, were given to them, 
Tf the Parliament attempted to attack the Superiors, 
who were the mott guilty, their proceedings were 
immediately ftopped—the affair was prolonged—it 
‘was made to degenerate into an objeat of conteft and 
formalities—it was made everlafting by delays. The 
Court employed fix months in giving an anfwer to the 
celebrated remonftrances upon the Aéts ;—it was 
very long, and decided nothing definitively. The 
moft'fingular cireumftance, if any thing could appear 
Gngular at that time, was, that the Council of Dif 

atches, in which thefe matters were agitated, had 
for Prefident the Vice Chancellor de Maupeou, who, 
during the great commotions, had prefided over the 
Parliament, and had eftablifhed the cleareft and moft 
uncontrovertible principles againit the {chifm :—that 
M. de Laverdy, who, when he quitted that Company, 
was one of the moft violent Janfenifts they had, ufed 
to fpeak in this Council, and often influenced the 
votes :—in a word, that this Council was inftigated 
by the Duke de Choifeul, an enemy to the Clergy, 
defirous of fecuring the good-will of the Magiftracy, 
and a Minifter of as haughty and decifive a turn as 
ever had appeared, 

All thefe matters are explained by the irrefolute 
difpofition of the Sovereign, who, perpetually de- 
ceived in the means he was made to employ, had 
renounced ull views of propriety. He had fearched 
for it at firft, and his exquifite judgment had made 
him perceive it; but he bad not had the courage to 
carry thefe good defigns into execution of his own 
accord. Led aftray by 2 multitude of Perret coun 

ellors , 
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fellors, he could not return to them again, and had 
arrived to that height of indifference, which made 
him only deGrous of deceiving himfelf with regard 
tothe fituation of his kingdom, and of gaining time 
by avoiding all violent commotions, which might 
have difturbed his tranquillity. 7 

It might have been imagined, that this way of 
thinking would have induced him to choofe a Prime 
Minifter, But his vanity was repugnant to fuch an 
aét of weaknefs ina Prince, who had been half a cen- 
tury upon the throne ; he had not the courage to put 
ft in execuiion: in fome retpects, indeed, the Duke 
de Choifeul way really Prine Minifter, Lewis XV, 
liked his eafy method of doing bufinefs, which 
fpared him every kind of Spphieation’: but he dif- 
liked his violent and pofttive difpofition, and, appre- 
hending that he might affume too great an afcendant, 
he fometimes brought other Minifters and Courtiers 
into competition with him, who availing thenifelyes 
of this inftant of favour, proved to the Duke that his 
was to be fhaken, He foon, indeed regained the 
fuperiority, but always under the authority of the 
Sovereign, who, not being able himfelr to contain 
him, cvatrafted him with another rival. But not- 
withttanding this management, and although every 
thing was done in his name, yet his fituation was the 
circumftance that leaft engaged his attention ; every 
operation bore the ftamp of the genius of the man 
in whom he had confided. And as he often varied in 
the choice of the perfon on whom he beftowed his 
confidence, or rather, that he gave it to the man who 
knew how to avail himfelf ot the infant, the Go- 
vernment felt the effeéts of this inltability, 

It is the refolution chat Lewis XV. had taken, to 
feparaie himfelf in fome meafure from his kingdom, 
and to dittingnith in bimfelf two perfons, almost al- 
ways oppofite—the Monarch, and the private man— 
which furnifhes us with the key of feveral other 
parts of his life. We have feen that he continued 
to give his intimacy and fanstiarity to thofe, whom, 
as King, he had difgraced—to -Aaillebois, to Clere 
mont, and to Richelieu. In the fame manner, he 
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kept thofe at a diftance, whom he could not avoid 
elteeming tor their fervices rendered to the State, 
and tor their patriotiim—the Prince of Conti, M. 
Ge Chalorais, and all thofe Magiftrates who fup- 
ported the rights of his Crown, and whom he de- 
tte! Thus it is, that while he fuffered the Par- 
Kiment to hamble, to torment, and to vex the Pree 
lates, he crew near to his perfon the moft fanatic 
of them, and admitted them to his table, At the 
arsine, ceremony of the confecration of the parith 

Co of Choify-le-Roy, the Archbithop of l'avis, 

1700. who performed it in prefence of his Majef- 
tw, affifled by the Archbithops of Arles, of ‘Tours, 
of Befar gon, of Toulonfe, and of Albi, and by the 
hithops of Grenoble, of Chartees, of Orleans, of 
Meaux, of Metz, and of Antun—aJl the confecra- 
ning Vrelates—thofe who had attended at this pi- 
ous fprdtacle—and the two Agents General of the 
Cer iy, had the honow to dine with him, ‘Thus it 
is, that while he figned the decree of profcription of 
the Jefuits, he preferved them at his Const. Hut 
the oof incredible adventure in this wav, is ore 
afcertained fince his death, and which contributes 
{ogularly to unfold the incompreheaunie charaéter at 
this Prince. 

We imay recolle@ the extraorcinary nial which 
happened after the peace, between Count Cuerchy, 
Antbaifador of France in England, and the Chevalicr 
d’'ton, who had been Minifter Plen pot_ntizry ir the 
interim. It occafioned great furprize at that tine, 
to fee the boldnefs with which the latter infulted and 
abufed the Count, and ftill more, that he fhould con- 
time to live with impunity at London, and dittri- 
bute the moft outrageous pamphlets azgaint his ad- 
fary, ‘The quarto voiume, intitled, Leters, Afe 
mirs, and Private N gatations, Fe. was nt ony 
difgraceful to the Count, bur attacked elfo the mort 
powerful perfons at that tinw—the Duke de Choi 
foul, the Duke de Vraflin, the Duke ve Niver.oig, 
end even the Marchionefs of Poinpadour ‘I heir 
n rrownefs of mind wes difcovered in them by their 
own difpatehes ; and we may perceive how much 
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felf-love muft have been irafcible upon fuch an occa- 
fion, We have learned fince, that, in faét, it wis 
in agitation to carry off the Chevalier d’Eon, which 
was to be done with the King’s confent, and, that, in 
th: mean time his Majefty, who had defired to know 
the manner in which the projet was to be carried 
into execution, and who had been for a tong time 
in private correfpondence with this confidan', gave 
hiat intelligence of all rhat was peffing, and informed 
him of the means of being upon his guard, to dif- 
concert the fchemes of the perfors who were to 
carry him off, Befides all this, fome time after, 
Lewis X\. granted hi a private penfion 
of twelve thoufand livres *, the form of 
which, conceived in -the following tersus, 
is fyned and written entirely with his own hand, 
“In confequence of the fervices which MI, Lon 
has rendered me as well in Roflia as in my are 
mics, and in other commiffions which | have given 
him—! fettle upon him an annual income of 
twelve thoufand livres, which I will caufe to be 
“ paid to him exadly every fix months, in whatfo- 
* ever country he may be (except in an enemy’s 
“€ country in time uf war) and this till l fhall think 
“ proper to give him fome poft, the appointments 
© ct which fhall be more confiderable than the 
“ prefent income,—At Veriailles, the 1ft of April, 
© 1966. 


1 April, 


“ 
“ 


“ (Signed) Lewis” 


Tt has appeared fince, that this Chevalier, who al- 
ways remained at London ‘tll the death of the King, 
ferved him as a fpv, not fo mucb upon the Engtifh, 
as upon his Ambafla or, a circumitance which any 
other perfon wouk! have made more effectually to 
concur inthe grea views of politics, and of which 
he made no orner auvantage than to amufe bimfclf, 
and to laugh at the expence of his Minifters. 

‘This Chevalier d’Lon, who has fince been trant= 
formed into a woman, and who probably partakes 
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ot both fexes, deferves to be more particularly 
known, She relates her hiflory in the following 
manner ;—Horn at Tonnerre, Mademoifelle d’kon, a 
Lady according to her own confeffion, was in the 
tenaere(t age endowed with a prudence capable 
of feconding the political views of ber parents, 
who made her pafs for a boy. She was fent to 
Paris, and placed at the College Mazarin, where 
we mav conceive how much difzuft, labour, and fa- 
tigue, the muft have experienced, to go through the 
feveral exercifes of body and mind, without betray- 
ing the fecrets of her fex, which was never fut- 
posted, ‘lo the ftudy of the Relles Letzres, fue~ 
eceded that of the Laws, She was received Dottor 
in Civil, then in Canon Law, and ‘afterwards Coun- 
fellor, “Already known by feveral works, the had 
an opportunity of introducing herfelf to the Prince 
ot Conti, who honoured her family with @ parti- 
cular prote&tion. Ruffia was then at variance with 
France, it was an important matter to reconcile 
thefe two Courts: a myfterious agent was wanted 
without a title, and yet capable of infinuation, and 
of fulfilling the delicate commifiion he was to be 
charged with, ‘lhe Prince of Conti thought he 
had found in Mademoifelle d’Eon all the neceffary 
qualifications, and propofed her to Lewis XV. 
who was fond of fuch myfteries, He reedily ace 
cepted the female negotiator; who, upon her ap~ 
proach to Peterfbourg, aifumed the diefs of her real 
fex, and fucceeded fo well in her bufinefs, that his 
Majefty was pleated to fend her a fecond time into 
Roflia, with the Chevalier Douglas, She had then 
refumed her manly drefs, and went thiugh this fee 
cond charaéter with ftill more finefle, ince it is 
afhrmed, that fhe was not even difcovered by the 
Emprefs, The aim of her negotiations was, to de- 
termine Ruflia to form an ailiance with the Courts 
of Vienna and Verfailles, rather than with Pruffia, 
When the treaty was figned, Mademnoifelle d'Lon 
‘was commiffioned to carry the news t: the King. She 
broke her leg upon the read. "This accident, howe- 
ver, did not ftop her, and fhe arrived at ,V erfailles 
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fix-and-thirty hours before the Courier who had been 
Gifpatched from Vienna at the inftaat of her depar- 
ture. The king, delighted, ordered his furgeon 10 
take particular care of Mademoifelle d’ Eon, and 
ave her a Liewtenancy of Dragoons, which the de- 
Ered. She ferved in the laf campaigns, then re- 
entered the career of politics, and was fent Secretae 
ry of Lmbafly to » where the made herfelt fo 
agreeable to that Court, that his Britannic Majetty, 
contrary to cultom, chofe her to carry to Verfatiles, 
and to the Duke of Bedford his Ambafflador et Paris, 
the ratification of the treaty of peace concluded be= 
tween the two nations, It was upon this occafion, 
that the King gave her the Crofs of Saint Louis, He 
bad already beftowed two penfions upon her, It 
muit indeed be acknowledged, that fhe is the moft 
extraordinary perfon of the age. We have feveral 
times feen women metaniorphofed into mer, and co- 
ing their duty in the war; but we have {een no one 
who has united fo many military, political, and lites 
rary talents, 

‘The anecdote which has been alfo revealed to us 
by Count Broglio, proves fill more flrongly what 
we have (aid of the charaéter of the lat. King ae 
relates *, that this Monarch, at his appoin'ment to 
the embaffy of Poland, in 1752, had cavfed to be 
tranfmitted to him by the fate Frince of Conti, an 
order written in his majuilys own hand, to corre'~ 
pond fecretly with him, and to prefer the orders he 
fhovld convey to him through the means of this 
Prince, to thofe which fhould come dire@ily to him 
from his Council. He added, that in 1757, when 
his Highnefs bad loft the good graces of Lewis X\,. 
the King intrufted him diseétly with this confidence, 
and continued it till his death, This diffimulation 
went fo far as to punith this Nobleman twice, while 
he gave him a fecret tettimony, that thefe two exiles 
‘were unmerited 5 the writing to this effe@, the Count 





morial produced in Court, and printed in 1779, 
tiled: Expote des emote qui oe aecctire te 
plasnge da Comte de Broglto.” 
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has produced at thisday In the affair of the Raf- 
tille, he particularly required + that Count Broglio, 
inculpated, fhould fufler without jufifying hinfelf 
or wythaut complaining—his liberty 10 be infringed 
and his honour to be called in queition ; that he 
thould allow the heaviett accufations to be accunm- 
lated againit him, and fhould let himfelf be annouced 
to his country, and to foreign Courts, asa politicat 
incendiary, and a contriver of abominable intrigues 
and predces 

We know not at what time the fecrer intimacy 
between the late King and the Duke d’Aiguilon was 
formed: but it is certain, that it increafed, and be- 
aanto be made public precifely at the time when 
that Commandant was becoming more odiaus in Bri- 
rany~-that, when he was obliged to recall him, to 
fatisfy the nation, he drew him nearer to his perfon, 
Ly choofing him Commandant of the Light Horfe of 
his guar¢—in a word, that while he folemnly ac- 
Lnowledged the innocence of M, de la Chatotais 
bafly calumniated, he im a manner concealed his 
calumniator, at the faine time, in his own palace 
and perfifted in {creening him from all the purtuits of 
juttice, 
; After fuch firiking examples of the manner in 
which Lewis XV. ditinguiihed in his own mind the 
individual from the Chief of the State, it cannot be 
furprifing that he alfo Feparated his intereft from thar 
of the nation, He hada private cheft of his own, 
totally diftin® from the public cheft, the difpofa] and 
management of which he left to the Comptroller 
General ; and he had chofen for his privare chet, 
a ian in whom he could confide, a Minifter for 
the parpofe: this was M Rertin. Not only he 
woul not have fuffered that anv thing fhould have 
‘been taken out of bis flock for the public Exchequer, 
but even when he could increafe his, at the expence 
of the fatter, he coninlered it as a fortunate fpe- 
culation, He collected all kinds of bills, and no 
fooner had he raifed the credit of fome of them ia 
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the Council, than he gave orders immediately to his 
agent, to expofe the bills of this clafs to mar\et 
before the value of them could be lowered, When 
the King of Sweden, at that time Prince Royal, 
came to France to fettle the affairs of the fubfidies 
due to his father, the Royal treafure being drained, 
Lewis XV thewed great reluétance to advance the 
fam out of his own funds, and did it only upon con- 
ditior, that it should foon be returned to him. 

\' hat was at firft nothing more than a laughable 
childithnefs, at the period of the life of Lewis XV, 
we have now reached, was converted into an incre- 
ible bardnefs of heart. The corrupt men who were 
ahout him, itimulating his cupidity, feduced him 
with fpeculations of an immenfe profit upan the mo- 
nopoly of the corn, which they might the more rea~ 
cily exercife under his Majelly, as the pretended 
fyitem of liberty was the more favourable to this 
defign. ‘They perfuaded him to erect magazines for 
the King, under pretence of fupp'y ng the wants of 
the people ; which producing a {earcity of the com- 
modity, kept it up continually at a high price, that 
was ftill inhanced by unfavourable harvefts. We 
fhall not enter into a detail of the mancuvres prac- 
tifed by the fubaltern agents, which are fet forth 
very clearly in a multitude of writinzs of the Oeco- 
nomifts We fhall only obferve, that Lewis XV. was 
fo ferioufly engaged in this fpeculation, that the 
perfons admitted into his private clafet faw upon bis 
detk, every day, exaét averages of the price of corn 
in the feveral markets of the kingdom, This is the 
reafon why the Courts, apparently authorifed to 
trace abufes to their fource, were {topped as foon as 
they were able to difcover the thread of them, and 
efpecially when they wanted to proceed againft the 
authors, This is the circumflance which rendered 
ufelefs the famous affembly of principal perfons 
holden at Paris in 1768, under the name 8 NM 
Of General Affembly of Police 5 which might 7° 70% 
have become of great importance, ifthe 170% 
Parliament had any vigour, or if their Prefident had 
not been intirely fold to the Court, We fee by the 
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account which the Prefident Choart, of the Court of 
Aids, gave, when he came out of the Convocation, 
to confider of the ftep proper to be taken, uncer fa~ 
vour of the King, refpecting the exceflive dearn 
of corn and bread, that he is obliged to confefs bis 
having fulfilled his commiffion but imperfetly He 
informs us, that the objet of the Convocation, and 
the deliberation was known only a few moments be- 
fore the meeting, although matters of the highett 
confequence were to be difcuffed ; that he could 
never obtain that the meeting fhould be poflponed 
to another dey, nor that futictent procraftination 
thould be allowed him to take and to comniuntcate 
the tenfe of his Company. He concluded with ligni- 
fying 9 bis brethren tis regret, at having Deen 
torced too fpeedily to determine upon objects fo wor~ 
thy of more muture refieétions, in an unexpected 
meeting, and feveral of the members of which, 
were probably in the fame cafe ashe was®. It fol- 
lows, that this affembly was a real mockery, a bait 
to deccive the people, and to perfuade them, that 
the King was attentive to their misfortunes, while, 
in faS, he contributed to them. In a word, the 
curious ftill preferve with care the Royal Almanac of 
1774, in which they had the impudence to place 
aniong the officers of finance intru(ted with the Koyal 
revenues, the Sieur Mirlavaud, Treafurer of the corn 
for the account of his Majey. 

Te has been faid, that towards the end of his 
reign, Lewis XV. overburthened with the troubles 
and inistortunes of his kingdom, had_ entertained 
fome thoughts of abdicating, ‘Though incapable of 
erxercifing his authority, yet he was at the fame time 
too jealous of his right, to refign it to any other 
perfon, Undoubtedly, if in transferring the whole 
weight of government upon his fucceffor, he could 
have preferved all the honour of it, or all that could 
have contributed to his fecurity, and to his perfonal 
enjoyments, he would have readily done it. Bur, 
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from what we have related, it is evident, that he 
had in reality abdicated a long time paft, in what 
concerned his people, and even his family, as being 
foreign to him in every particular which he ima~ 
ined ought to be the charge of the Stare, Be« 
fides what we have been reading, we thali felect, 
from among many others, one ftroke which will, 
complete the pidture of the fyftematic apathy of 
Lewis XV. 

‘The Curate of Saint-Louis of Verfailles, the pa- 
rith of the.Caftle, caine coe to his levee, ac~ 
cording to the privilege he had of doing fo, His 
Majetty, always externally humane, informed hime 
felf of the fituation of the Paftor’s flock, and atked, 
if there were a great many fick, dead, or poor? At 
this laft queftion, the Curate, fetching a deep figh, 
anfwered, that there were many But, replied the 
King, with earneftnefs, Are not the alms plentiful ? 
Ave they nat fufficient ? Ir the number of unfortunate 
people increafed 2—-Oh yet, Sire—How can this be ? 
exclaimed the Monarch—from ahence come they ?—~ 
The reafon is, Sire, that even the footmen of your pa- 
lace afft charity of mem=l believe fo 100, antwered the 
King, with ill temper, they won't pay them. He im- 
mediately broke the converfation, and turned upon 
his heel, as being forry to be informed of evils which 
he could not redrefs, Any one who, without know~ 
ing the matter in queftion, fhould have heard the 
anfwer, would have thought that the King was 
{peaking of the people of the Grand Signior, or of 
tne Emperor of China, 

To this pitch of infenfibility the King of Den- 
mark found him arrived, when he came to Paris, 
‘The firfk interview between thefe two Monarchs was 
at Fontainebleau, The King was juft returned 
from hunting ; hg made his brother wait a quarter 
of an hour while he was drefling, for which he 
apologized by faying, that at his time of lite, a 
litt'e attention ro the toilet was neceffary, He at 
firt deceived this Prince, by'an anfwer which unfor- 
tunately came only from his lips. ‘he ftranger, 
after having paid his vifit to the children of France, 
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ard tothe Princefles, when he returned to the Mo- 
narch, expreffed his fatisfa€tion at the auguft per- 
fons he had been feeing, and congratulated him 
upon being fo well furrourded. This gave an op- 
portunity to Lewis XV. to call to mind the loffes he 
had recently fuftained ; and bis Danith Majefty ob- 
ferving upon this, that the numerous family he had 
remaining was a very precious indemnity ; the King 
replied with a figh s 7 Aqve one infinitely more mume~ 
rous, whofe happine|s would be truly mine, An expret 
fion of fenfibility which raifed an emotion in the yet 
unexperienced heart of the young Monarch ; but 
the frivoloufnels of which he foon difcovered, when, 
upon the roads, he faw his coach furrounded with 
the country people begging for bread ; when he re- 
ceived petitions, in which he was intreated to ac~ 
quaint his Majeiiy with the melancholy fituation of 
his kingdom; in a word, when he was informed, 
that fimtlar fcenes were often renewed about the 
coach of Lewis XV. and always with as little 
ented. 

At the fupper which was given that evening be- 
tween the two Kings and the Courtiers, it was 
avread, that all the wit and all the falltes came 
from the ttranger, Speaking of the cifproportion 
of ages between them, Lewis XV. faid to him, 
T night be your grandfather. That circumflance is 
wanting to my happinefs, veplied his Danith Mujelty, 
with cordislity 

Another anfwer, not lefs ingenious, was the one 
he gave alfo to the King, who, oblerving that he 
was inuch pleafed with Madame de Flavacourt, by 
whom he was feated, fail to him, with apparent 
malignity—which, however, was as diftant from 
bis cherafter as the oppofite motive—Would you think 
that the anuable lady you are conver fing with is above 
Silty Pwlt is a proof, Sire, that one dares nat grow old 
at yur Court. 

in ‘proof of our affertion, that Lewis XV. when 
he fnid b.tter things, had them no more in his heart, 
than the obliging things he ufed to utter—a circum- 
flance which conftitutcs another fingularity in his 
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difpofition—we cannot omit the anecdote of the Abbé 
Broglio, one of the moft convincing we could poffibly 
adduce. 

One day, at the public dinner, the King having 
inquired after one of the perfons who ufed to cat 
at the table, was told that he was dead ; J had taken 
care to warn him oft, faid he. ‘Then, looking round 
the circle of Courtiers who were about him, and fixe 
ing this Abbé, he adurefled him in the tollowing 
words; Your turn will come next, “Ibis Nobleman, 
being of a morofe, harfh, and choleric dilpofition, 
was fearce able tocontain himfelf; and replied: 
Sire, your Majefly went yeRlerdayra hunting, a florm came 
on, and you was wet as well as the veft; he then went 
out, tranfported with rage This is juft the semper of 
the Abbé de Brogls, cried the King, Ae is always angry; 
but nothing more was faid of the matter 

It Lewis XV. did not, however, pique himfelf on 
thewing to his Danifh Majefty, in converfation, 
the fame amiable turn which he feemed to referve 
more particularly for his intimates ; if on the throne 
he did not difplay before him the truly regal quali- 
ties of adminittration ; yet he received his gueit with 
a degree of magnificence worthy of himfelf and of his 
fituation, ‘1 he Dake of Duras, firft Gentleman of the 
bed-chamber, was commiffioned to accompany the 
foreign Prince every where. He loaded him with 
rich prefents ; caufed al! the Princes of the blond to 
entertain him fucceflively ; and the-fefivals occa~ 
fioned by his arrival, removed in fome meafure the 
gloom and tadium of the Court. But, in reality, 
the King was very defirous of getting rid cf this 
troublefoine fpe@ator, in order to give himfelf up 
freely to a new paflion he had conceived, and the 
turpitude of which being fenfible of, hedid not dare 
avow the objeét of it to him. 

Since the death of the Marchionefs, and the dif. 
grace of Mademoifelle Rovans, Lewis XV. had had 
no acknowledged miitrefs, nor even any one that was 
known, “They were continually new ubjeds, either 
women of the Cour:, or tradefinen’s wives, or girls 
of mean birth; they were choien for him in the 
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feveral orders of the State, for his infatiable appe- 
tite found every thing agreeable, though he foon 
grew difgutted.” It wes the bufincfs of thcfe vicious 
men who had plunged him again into debauchery, 
from which he had had a momentary inclination to 
withdraw, to procure for him inceflantly the grati~ 
fication of his paffions, Among thefe was the Sieur 
Le Bel, firit valet de chambre to his Majefty, who 
was particularly commiffioned to make difcoveries, 
One day, when he was upon the fearch, he met 
with a certain Count Dubarri, who was engeged in 
a fimilar employment for feveral Noblemen of the 
Court, and fignifed his embarraffment to him. “Is 
** that all?” replied the Count ; “youneed fearch 
“no further, | can fuit you with a morfe) truly fit 
“for a King; you fhall go and fee her” He carried 
his friend home, and fhewed him a demoifelle named 
L’Ange, formerly his own miftrefs, and whom he 
now let out to others He affured the Sieur Le Bel, 
from experience, that when the Monarch had once 
been acquainted with her, he would flick to her for 
a fong time, ‘I'he girl proved fo agreeable to the 
‘modern Bonneau, that he agreed to introduce her to 
the King’s bed, We fhall not dive any further into 
the dark myiteries of this interview ; and fhall only 
obferve, that his Majefty was fo enraptured wit! 
her, that he expreffed his fatisfaétion to the Duke de 
Noailles. This Courtier anfwcred with a degree of 
franknels, which, while it claffed the girl among 
on prottitutes, aught to have opened the eyes 
is maficr, if he had been fufceptible of fubduing 
this unworthy attichinent, ‘The magic was tuo pow= 
erful, and he could now fever himfelf from this a+ 
bandoncd woman: it became neceffary to condud 
her fecretly to Compiegne, and alfo to Fontaine- 
bheau; and, the excels of his ardour blinding him 
fill more and more, he would have her married, 
that ihe might have a name, and become capable of 
being prefented. Court Dubar.i had @ brother very 
fit for this purpofe, and Mademoifelle L’Ange was no 
longer known but by the name of the Countefs Du- 
bani, We fhall not detain ourfelves to difcufs 
whoin 
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whom fhe was, what was her origin, or whether the 
were a bailard or legitimate : all thefe particulars 
feem to be futiciently cleared up in the Arcdoles * 
ublithed of this Beauty, Let it fuffice to fay, that, 
Bom 1m_a very obfcure ftation, and weroted to liber~ 
tinifm from her earliett youth, as much from tafte as 
from fituation, the could bring nothing to her augutt 
lover, notwithftanding the flower of her youth, and 
the brifliancy of her charms, but the refufe of the 
vileft wretches, and the dregs of proftitution ;—— 
that it was fcarce poffible he fhould be ignorant of 
it ;—and that he carried his low debauchery and 
rofligacy fo far as to bring her into his family, to 
Force his children to fee her, almoft to feat her upon 
the throne with himfelf, to Javifh the public trea- 
fure to enable her to difplay the Juxury of a Queen, 
to multiply the taxes in order to fatisfy ber child- 
ith fancies, and to make the deftiny of his fabjects 
depend upon the caprices of this extravagant girl, 
he elevation of Madame Dubarri did not, how- 
ever, take place, without occafioning many difturb- 
ances at Court ; but contradiation ferved only to rene 
der the paflion of Lewis XV. more ftubborn. It is 
perhaps, the only occafion, in which, bearing up a- 
gaintt all difficulties, he fhewed a degree of firmnefs 
and perfeverance, which failed him in matters of the 
utmoit importance. 

The Grft difficulty arofe froma woman, jealous, 
not of the King’s heart, but of his fceptre, which the 
withed to partake, ‘This was the Dutchefs de Gram- 
mont, fitter to the Duke de Choifeul. Haughty, 
imperious, and greedy of power to excefs, he had 
already fubdued her brother fo far, that this Mini- 
fter, fo proud, and fo abfolute, fuffered himfelf to 
be governed by her at pleafure, The malignity of 
the Courtiers, not knowing to what fuch a Engwlar 
afcendant could be attributed, had induced them to 
account for it by fuppofing 2 more than fraternal in« 
timacy fubfitting between thefe two perfons 5 who, 


® Sce Anecdotes of the Countefs Dubarri. 
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in fa, were each of them too much incapable of re- 
ftraint’from motives of religion or public decency. 
However this may be, the anzcdote obtained much 
credit at Court, where every enormity is believed, 
becaufe the Courtiers feel themfelves capable of eve- 
ry enormity. 

‘The Dutchefs of Grammont, in concert undoubt- 
edly with her brother, the more firmly to confolidate 
and perpetuate the power in their family, hid con- 
ceived the idea of becoming miftrefs to the King, 
‘Though the was neither youny nor handfome, yet the 
knowledge they both had of former events, and of 
the charaéter of this Prince, intitled them to hope 
for the fuccefs of the projeét. The example of Ma- 
dame de Mailty—who, with no prester fhare of 
beauty or of youth, had neverthelefs fucceeded, by 
means of her boldnefs and impudence—was a pow- 
erful encouragement, and the Dutchefs already look~ 
ed upon herfelf as triumphant, when fhe was fupe 

Janed by this new-comer. She became the more 
furious, as fhe was foon informed what Lind of 2 
woman had been preferred to her. She infinuated 
her rage into the heart of her brovher. whofe high- 
minded difpofition made hin naturally averfe to 
the advances of this party ; for the Dutarri’s not 
daring at fit to ftrive againft this all-powerful Mi- 
nifter, had endeavoured to concitiate his favour, It 
is even affirmed, that the Countefs made fome ad- 
vances to him, which he might have inmproved if he 
had pleafed. “The haughtinefs with which he be~ 
haved towards them—the incredible progrefs of the 
favourite in the Monarch’s affeétions—and the rivals 
of the Choifeuls, who ranged themfelves on their 
fide—<drove them to an op'n war, which was to 
terminate in a difgrace, trom which the Duke, 
lulled by a profperits of ten yerrs continuance, 
thought himfelf far diitant, Ir was therefore lefs 
from any apprehenfion of this kind, than to gratily 
his fifter’s refentment, that he refolved to open the 
eyes of his mnfter upon the infamy which his choice 
would refle& upon him: he did not, however, do 
this in a dire manner, being too weil aware of the 

. danger, 


OF LEWIS XV, 135 


anger, but indireéily, and_by the moft oblique 
means, He firft fet bis emiffaries at work to find 
out the fcandalous chronicle of the adventures of 
the Countefs ; be had them preferved in ballads, in 
anaoufcript novels, and in fittle ftories, with which 
the polite circles were amufed. The police, at his 
dispofal, far from officioufly cafting a veil upon the 
meannefs of the Monarch, contributed firlt to di- 
Yulge it, in thofe tongs with which they amufe the 
populace of the capital at the Pont-Neuf*; alle~ 
gorical fongs, indeed, but the key of which is foon 
obtained he Court were informed of them; 
and the hiftory of the Bourbonncife + reached the ears 
of the Princeffes Royal, which occafioned them to 
make many difficulties with refpeét to her being 
prefented. Lewis XV. who was yery fenfib‘e of his 
folly, would not make it more confpicuous by pre~ 
cipitating the event before he had prepared the 
minds of the Royal Family. It became therefore 
a long negotiation, which held the Court in fuf- 
pence during fome months, and gave occafion to 
wazers on both fides of the queftion, The Choi~ 
feuls were urging the Princeffes undeshand to keep 
firm ; and at the fame tume redoubled their efforts 
to prevail upon his Majefty, to undeceive him, and 
to make him athamed of his choice _ It is faic even, 
that the Sieur Le Bel, confidering the confequences 
that might follow from the inpofition he had prac 
tifed on this occafion towards his matter, and fear- 
ing his refentment, endeavoured, without fuccefe, to 
Prevent it; that, alarmed at the inutility of the ftep 
he had taken—from which he foreboed a better if- 
fue—in his defpaiz he perithed fuddenly in an unfor- 
tunate manner, either by a confrained or voluntary 
death. 

Hewever this may be, the agents employed, under 
the anfpices of their auguft Father, could not pre- 
vail upon the Princeffes Royal any other way than by 


© Prom whence thefe fongs go by the name of Pont-nevfe io 
French, 
f The name given to Madame Dabaszi sn the fongs. 
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exciting their fears with refpe@ to his health, which 
was reprefented to be impa‘red by the aff ion he 
experienced from their oprofition. ‘They yielded to 
this irrefiftible motive ; and the nezt difficulty was 
to find a woman who would take the ceremony upen 
her. There was a neccflity of feeking out a Madame 
Le Bearn, an old woman, always engaged in law- 
fuits, to whom 2 hundred thoufand livres * were 
given lor her trouble, and to keep company with the 
newly-piefented lady in the beginning, when no 
other perfon would appear with her. the allure~ 
ment of favour foon brought a Court about her, The 
King fupped every night with his mifirefs ; the sed 
to invite, and, in order that the Great fhould nc be 
able to refufe, the added at the bottom of the invi- 
tation, His Maiefly will honour me with his prefence. 
Some | aties iniperceptibly gave way ; the Countels 
de I’Hopita!, Madame de Valentinois, and the Lady 
of Marihal Mirepoix, fet the example; and the 
Count de ta Marche was obferved to increafe the 
croud of her admirers The Prince of Condé hav~ 
ing obtained from the King the favour of entertain- 
ing him at Chantilly, expr ffed his gratitude to his 
Maijefty by receiving the Conntefs there. 

The Duke de Choifeul began to perceive, that 
he had not behaved with fuficient policy towards 
the favourite; but, too much biaffed by the refene- 
ment of his fitter, he had proceeded to fuch lengths 
that he could not retract, He met the dangers of 
the florm that was preparing, and, confidering it 
with firmnefs, he was re‘ulved ro make head again(t 
it. He faw his party dim nifhed, and the creatures 
whom he thought oioft attached to him, combining 
againft him. Among thefe, the firft perfon who 
abandoned him, was the one whom he had lain 
under the greaceft obi..ctions, and who to appear- 
ance was moft inviolably devoted to him. It was 
the real Chancellor; for at this time there were 
three of them in France. His ruling character was 
dec.it, which he made wonderfully fubfervient to 





© Upwards of four thoufaad pounds. 
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the gratification of his ambition, His fraudulent 
artifices praétifed for the Prime Minifter, had ob- 
tained fingular favour from him His dexterity in 
managing his Company at pleafure, in exciting or 
diminifhing their aftivitv, as the Duke withed, indu- 
ced this Minitter to think, that he would be ftill more 
ufeful to him at the herd of the Magiitracy, from 
whence he was defirous of removing M, Bertin, who, 
from the particular confidence with which the Mo- 
narch honoured him, had a claim upon thar dignity, 
and was not {uitable to him on account of his known 
attachment to the Je(uits. Accordingly, he begin 
a negotiation with M. de Blancmefnil, and employed 
M, de Malefherbes. the fon of this old min, not lefs 
a dupe than the Dake de Choifeul. Such was the 
a'roitnafs of Al de Maupeou, that he turned to the 
advancement of his fortune the circamftance that 
ought to hive overthrown it, As Firtt Prefident, it 
was his bufinefs to reckon up the votes. In one of 
the meetings he was accufed of having abufed his 
poft to carry on an impofition, and make the opinion 
afs which was moft agreeable to the Court, though 
iupported by a lefs number of fuffrages. Fortunately 
for him, it was near the time of the vacations; the 
reprimanding of him was deferred to Martinmas-day, 
and he availed him(elf of this delay, and intrigued 
with fo much artifice, that the Chancellor gave in 
his refignation in favour of the Vice-Chancellor ; 
who, according to agreement, fatisfied with this 
inftant of real and peaceable enjoyment of this dig- 
nity, refigned the next day to his fon, 

The members of the Parliament, who were S 
well acquainted with this cameleon, fore. “Ee 
told tothe Duke de Choifent, that he had 170% 
taken his moft dangerous enemy into the Miniftry. 
He did not entirely throw off the mafk in the firft 
inftance, Still uncertain of the turn which the fa- 
your of the Dubarri’s might take, he kept upon good 
terms with both parties But when the prefenting 
of the Countefs had confolidated her party, he went 
over entirely to them ; and caiied the refinement of 
his adulation fo far as to find out that he was related 

to 
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to the Countefs, whom he always called his Coun, 
The fupplenefs of his charagter made him fubmit to 
all the ex.ravagancies of this woman, who had nei- 
ther decency nor underftanding. In order to make, 
himfelf agreeable to her, he derogated from the 
dignity of his poft, and allowed himfelf to become 
her fport, and that of her negro, and there was no 
kind of metamorphofis he did not undergo in this 
defign, which he never loft fight of fora fingle mo- 
ment, Notwithftanding all this meannefs and fervi- 
lity, he never could obtain any thing more than a 
fubaltern confidence in this Court, in which he had 
been foreRalled by a Nobleman more amiable, not 
Jefs full of wit, not lefs fubtle, and in every refpeét 
better caleviated to fucceed with the women, It is 
evident that we have been {peaking of the Duke 
dAiguilion ; who, by this channel, extricated bim- 
felf from a very difagreeable fituation, into which 
M., dz Maupeou had thrown him, under pretence of 
doing him frviee, and perhaps with the real deGign 
of ruining him even at that time, and of fupplanting 
this competitor, whofe credit eclipfed his own. ft 
is, however, to be prefumed, that he was fincere 
upon this occafion, becaufe even his intereft engaged 
hin to league himfelf with this enemy of the Choi- 
feuls ; whom he had no fooncr abandoned, than he 
was fenfible of the neceflity of overthrowing them, 
While Lewis XV ~by that fpirit of incontiftency 
maintained during his whole tife, but {till more pre- 
valent at the end of his reign, from bis becoming 
more weak—was punifhing with exile the Attornies 
General of the Parliament of Britany, whom he had 
declared innocent, he was beftowing more confpicu- 
‘ous marks of favour upon the Duke d’Aiguillon, from 
whom he had not been able to avoid taking away the 
government of the province, upon the account given 
him by the Prefident Ogier of the vexations he had 
exercifed there, and of the general execration he 
was holden in, It was to the new favourite, un- 
doubtedly, that the Duke owed his being approved 
of to command the light horfe of bis Majefty’s 
guard ; which contributed only the more to aritste 
the 
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the people of Britany, and to infpire the Magif- 
trates with greater activity to profecute him. The 
affiir had taken another turn, The Parliament of 
Rennes, under pretence of the troubles occafioned 
in their diftri@ by the fermerly felf-enuitled Jefvits— 
who had taken advantage of their difperfion, and of 
the encouragement they met with, to take refuge 
there in nu Mitudes, to affemble there, to hold fecret 
corvenicies, to intrigue, and to make it the center 
and the repofitory of their plans of revenge—had 
ordered the public miniftry to watch over them ; 
from whence refulted an immenfe train of procced~ 
ings, carried on in all the cities of the province, and 
a terrible decree, which ordercd them to evacuate 
it, unle(s they would take the oath required ~Dur- 
ing the courfe of the proceedings, it hrd been found 
that the Dike d’Aizu'llon was fuppofed to have foli- 
cited, by himfelf and by fubatrern agents, wit- 
nefles to depofe againft the accufed Magiftrates, 
Indications were difcovered, in the depofitions, of 
unheard of oppreffion—of an enorimous abufe of 

ower—af the moft atrocious crime ; an expreffion ufed 
tn the letter from the Parliament of Britany to the 
Chancellor, under which they difguifed the fufpi- 
cion of the premeditated poifoning of the Attornies 
General The Parliament, upon the knowledge of 
this circumftance, could not avoid ordering a freth 
inguiry ; this was continued—great numbers of wit- 
neffes were heard, and others pointed out—the Pub- 
lic Minittry was commiffioned to move the Court—- 
and, at the inftant when the caufe was going to be 
fubmitted to the impartial examination of the natu- 
ral judges, a decree of Council, notified in the moft 
iMlegat_ manner, forbade the Public Miniftey, the 
Commiffioners of the Parliament, and even the Par- 
liament itfelf, 10 go through with the caufe, and to 
pronounce a judgment, ‘This was ftill the refule 
of the influence of the Duke d’Aiguillon with the 
favourite, who had required this compliance of the 
Chancellor. But this was the fubjedt of new com- 
plaints, and of frefh remonftrances, and the affair, 
which Lewis XV. flattered himfelf would be quieted, 
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rofe up again with other acceffories, which rendering 
it more complicated, could not but give it a greater 
degree of eclat, efpecialty by the art that had been 
ufed to introduced in it a Duke and Peer asa culprit, 
which muft neceffarily excite commotions in the 
Parliament of Paris, as being a Court of Peers. 

During thefe tranfStions, the intermecial Com- 
mitee of the States of Britany, which fisti fc bfted, 
inthe interva! of their feffions, thought i incun.bent 
upon hein not to remain alone filent upon tue affair 
ot Mueil. de la Chalotais, and addreffed, in torn of 
a memorial, foch vigo.ous remomtrances to his Ma- 
jetty, that they leit rp, roam to doubt of the agitas 
tion the States would be in this year. “The circum 
ftance chiefly infifted upon in Usis memorial, was the 
incredible contradiction between the {peeches and 
the conduct of the King towards them. “ We can~ 
“ pot,” it was faid, “ conceal from your Majity 
“ the univerfal defulation occationed by your an- 
« fwer, Even the tettimony, fo glorious to the At~ 
* tornies General, and fo {ntisfadtory to us, which 
* you give of their innocence, becomes a caufe of 
“ corror to all your citizens, What, Sire, they are 
“ innocent, ant you punith them ! We have 
« not been able to fee withont furprize, mixed with 
© coniternation, private taéts and particular diffa~ 
 tisfation afligned as motives for a public punifh- 
“ ment. Every magiltrate, every citizen, every 
* man who is punithed, mult be pronounced guilty, 
“© and he cannot be pronounced fo, without allowing 
“ him the privilege of defending himfelf. If he 
“ be accufed. it muft be known by whom, and for 
“what. If he be condemned, he muft previoufly 
“ have been convicted, 

“ Qur honour, our life, and our liberty, belon; 
“-to us, as your Crown belongs to you. We woul 
{pill our blood to preferve vour rights to you ; 
“ but do you preferve ours, Mere privilezes are 

not here the point in queftion.- It is in plain 
naturel right, that we at prefent find what is the 
object of our remonfirances, 








« Even 
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« Byen God, of whom you are the living image, 
** cannot punifh the innocent, and the guilty man 
«¢ whom he chaftifes cannot doubt of his crime, Yes, 
the declaration of innocence, and the infliction of 
“ 4 punifhment at the fame time, are impoffible even 
* to the Almichty, and it would be a blafphemy to 
“ attribute to him fo odious a contradiétion, 

« We can never conceive, that thofe whofe ho- 
© nour is not called in qneftiun, and whofe nice feel- 
‘« ings your Majetty condefcends, even by repeated 
dectarations, to fet at eafe, fhould not be perfeely 
“€ innocent ; and ftill lefs can we conceive how 
thofe, whofe innocence is perfeét, can experience 
“* the fate referved to guilt and to real criminals. 

‘ What are plain citizens to expec, if the firft 
“ migiftrates are not fheltered from fo fatal an op- 

prellion ? The province, Sire, profirate at your 
feet, implores your juflice, ‘There is no longer 
any juftice, if we can be carried away from our 
houfes, thrown into captivity, or retained in end- 
lefs exil., under pretence of fecret offences, 
founded upon ob(cure accufations, againtt which 
we cannot defend ourfelves, and which will only 
be made known to us by the rigour of the punith- 
ment, 

“ Condefcend, Sire, to recall to mind the long 

feries of calamitizs which thofe, whofe innocence 

you acknowledge and ater, hive .experienced, 

“they have been torn irom their funMions, and 

from their families they have been dragged as 

vile culpri*s fom one prion to another ; they 
have been an ounced toali the kingdom of France 
as prevarica ~rs and traitors; they have been exe 
ofed to the horror of a criminal procefs, the vio~ 
lence of which was equal to its injuftice; they 
have beheli the preparatisns for their capital 
punifhment, ard they have only efcaped an igno~ 
nious death {if virtue could iiind in fear of 
ignominy) *o remain ir a long exile, the period of 
“ which is not fixej-—The acculation, purfued 
“ with fo much virulence, is abandoned, but the 
“ vengeance ftill fubfifts. Fats and diflatisfac. 
“ tions 
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“ tions which are not mentioned, in order that_no- 
“ thing may be proved, are fubftutured to an adion 
« acknowledged calumpious, and oppreffion without 
“2 law-luit is adopted inftead of an oppteffive 
“ Taw-fuit,” 

If we would make our readers acquainted with all 
the beauties of this elezant compo*tion, we flould 
tranfcribe the whole of it. Its eloquence has this 
peculiarity in it, that antithels—which is often a 
childifh figure of rhetoric, elpecially when too much 
repeated in @ di courfe—though it occur frequently 
in this memorial, contributes only to give it more 
force and energy + becaufe it is founded on concife, 
clofe, convincing, and clear reafoning ; and becaufe 
it is the natural and true reprefentation of the per= 
petual conduSt of the Court in the trial in queftion, 

‘The Miners were fo fearful of the effect which 
the perufal of this memorial would have upon the 
King—who had roo much underftanding not to be 
convinced of the tyrannical part, and, which would 
hurt his vanicy fill more, let us be allowed to fay it, 
the foulith part, he had been made to aét for five 
years pxtt—that they did nce think proper to men- 
tion it to him — They fent back thefe remonftrances 
to the Comn.itiioners, making 4 merit with them of 
japprefling them, uncer pretence that they would 
certainly have provcked the indignation of his Ma- 
jefly. ‘The authors of them thou he diferenrly ; and 
copies ol their memoria! foon tranfpired It was re- 
ceived with the warmeft approbation by the pub- 
hie 5 it was corfidered as a mafterpiece upon public 
right, con prehending in general al) the principles 
which con .itu e the real monarchica] ftate ; princi- 
ich hg.’ been for fome time fo much departed 
frum that many perfons confidered them as proble~ 
mid TI patriot. were delighted to fee them 
bron; agai vetore the eyes of the nation ; they 
eagerly fon after this work, tranfcribed it, and 
diftribated — nultirude of copies of it. 

Inthe — 3-rraffment the Counril were in to extri- 
cate th ives from the tempefuons fituation in 
which uy were more than ever plunged, the idea 

was 
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was faggetted of negotiating with M, de Ia Chalo- 
tais, of tempting him by the moft feducing offers, 
and’ prevailing upon him to defitt, ‘This expedient 
was looked upon as the only one capable of quicting 
the alfair, of extinguithing and of effacing che flight- 
eft vettige of it, There was t Paris a Rreton, 
member of the French Academy, much connected 
with th: Attornies General, very warm in their ine 
tereits, but endowed with little fubtlety, a great 
talker, blunt, and contufed ; all qualities incompati- 
ble with thofe of a negotiator. Neverthelefs, the dif- 
ficulty of finding another determined the choice of 
him, His name was Duclos, He was fent with a vere 
bal commitfion only, as a men of no confequence, 
and who aight be difayow-d in cafe of a refufal, 
which, from the known chara@ter of VM. de 1a Chalo- 
tais, was unavoidable, Being apprized of the arrival 
of this fecretagcnr, he ulked him, in the firft inflant, 
if he came to X.intes as his friend or as his feducer ; 
if in the firt capacity, he thould be well received, 
and might ftay ; if in the fecond, he had nothing to 
do but todepart, which he did His meffage was not 
long _ Recourfe was obliged to be had to fome other 
expedient, ‘The mitrer became very prefling, as his 
Majefty begun to be tired, and, the more circumitan- 
ees were difguifed from him, the more was it neceffary 
to conceal the whole from him, The Chancellor, who 
was fcnfible ot how great importance it was to him 
to ‘igna'izz his promotion to the head of the Magi- 
fir. cy by fome ‘npofing aft, that might procure 
hi. the in nnfidence of his matter, affured him 
that he kne:. o° no other method than to fuffer the 
aifa.rs to take its free courfe, to lay it before the 
Court of Peers, and to exculpate the Duke d’Aiguil- 
lon by a ‘clemn cecree He took this ftep, either 
beea:fe he had not in reality feen any thing in the 
proce's fent by the Parliament of Britany which could 
frio ly inculpate this Commandant—becaufe he 
h..' not faificiently attended to it—becaufe he was 
glad of an opportunity of rendering himfelf neceffary 
tothe Duke, in proportion as he fhould be involved 
—vor, ina word, which is moft probable, becaufe a 
flatteres 
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flattered bimfelf, that his influence would be more 
effe€tually exerted inthe Court of Feers, the feveral 
members of which he was acquainted with, than ina 
ftrange and diftant Parliament. But, indeed, who 
could bring to view al! the fecret receffes of a heart fo 
replete with falfchood ? The Parliament of Britany, 
apprized of the letters patent, under exprefs referva~ 
tions, and which were neceflary in order that this 
flep thould not prejudice their ex.ftence, had ot their 
own accord fent the whole proceeding to the Parlia~ 
ment of Paris, “They thus avoided the confli® which 
might have enfued, and prevented the conteft, which 
would infallibly have arifen between the two Courts, 
from making chem lof. fight of the water to attend 
to the form, and by this dextrous manceuyre they ob- 
liged, in fume fort, the Court of Peers to interfere, In 
the perplexity oc-afioned by the new turn which the 
aftair was taking, the firft opinion mutt neceffarily be, 
to let themiclyes go to circumfiances, and to gain 
time for anv further refolutions which thefe might 
fu, sett, This had determined the appeal, ‘The King, 
referving co hiefelt by this the liberty of fufpending 
the afia's, or of putting a ftop to it whenever he 
might cb ok proper, it was agreed upon that his la- 
jefly b’ svelf thouid afi at the fittings, which would 
contribute to moderate the intemperance of them, 
and that they fhould be holden at Verfaillgs, in order 
more cifeQually to reftrain the too great impetuofity 
of the Magiftrates, 

R -fpeéting the firt article, the Parliament deter- 
mined, that they had no need of letters patent to 
tak + cognizance of a matter in which a Peer was 
md, and te bring him to trial, their Court 
he sole, only, and effential tribunal, to which 
fuch’a rviat by right belonged. With regard to the 
feconc artic's, the reference of the matter to them, 
they were ¢ much flattered with it to oppofe them= 
felves to uns ad of Royalty. ‘They only entered a 
refolution, which charged the Firft' trefident to ree 
pretent the 1. gularity of the removal of the caule, 
as mnch in “of, as from the incoryeniercies that 
night refult trom it, Some Peers having been defir- 

ous 














OF LEWIS Xv. 148 


ous of reviving an antient claim, always rejed- 
ed, of forming, and, without the concurrence of the 
Civilians, by themfelves, and with the King only at 
their head, the Court of Peers; this claim was again 
annihilated ; it was proved to them, that the Magif. 
trates of this day were no more to be compared to 
thofe that were formerly named Légifes, or perfons 
intratted with the civil authority, than the prefent 
Peers were 'to be compared to the antient Peers of the 
kingdom ; that the prefent Peers were only fo many 
Gentlemen, appointed by his Majefty toa fuperior 
dignity, and were nothing in themfelves; and that 
they could not therefore affimilate themfelyes to 
thofe great vaffals of the Crown, who were fo many 
Sovereigns, and without whofe concurrence the Mo- 
narch could do nothing. The Prince of Conti, a zealous 
Parliamentarian, jnfifted much upon this point, and 
agreed to the infinite diftinétion there ought to bes 
between the Princes and the Peers; he {pole of the 
fyttem of the latter, and threw a kind of ridicule up- 
onit, but he agreed, that this fyftem being of recent 
date, was fortunately uot adopted by the majority, 

‘The firft fitting of the Court of Peers at Verfailles, 
took place on the 4th of April. The King entered 
alone with the Princes: all his guard retired, and 
the officers of the Court took poffeffion of the doors, 

The Chancellor, beaming with glory, opened the 
Affembly by a difcourfe very well adapted ta his 
purpofe. He announced, on the part of the King 
that the intention of his Majefty was, that the 
thould be an abfolute liberty of fuffrages and opi: 
ons, and that the affair fhould be tried with the ut- 
moft feverity, to acquit or condemn the accufed 

‘The Firk Prefident anfwered by another fpzech, 
in which he introduced the reprefentations ke was 
commiffioned to make, 

‘The informations taken by the Parliament of Pri- 
tany were afterwards read, It was o-cere !, that they 
fhould be depofited in the office, anc thet the Ateor- 
ney General fhould take an account of them, to give 
in his opinion, the whole cithout prejudice te the 
refpective rights of the Court of cers, and of «1 

Vou, IV. lk thofe 








46 TRE PRIVATE LIFE 


hate who fit in it, and without giving 2 fanction to 
ste that any other Court fhould be authorized to 
continue any informations or proceecings, in which 
a Peer fhould be named. 

Tt was refolyed at the conclufion, that mot hum- 
Ale thanks should be prefented to the King, for hav- 
vigcon \efeznacd, that the real and antient principles 
nub the Peerage thould be again confecrated and pre= 
feived, inh.s prefence, an with his folemn appro- 
bation, 


‘The King appeared to Poy he eat attention 





toa} the informations read by the Firit Profident ; 
and, as this long reading fatigued the Magiftrate, 
whole voice was snfenfibly loit, it was obfenved, 
raat his Majetty bent forwards to hear the better, 
and not to lofe any part of what was faid 
The Parliament returned, very well fatisfied with 
athe fining, in which they had acquired a new eclat 
y the authentic confirmation granted to them b 
tie Sovercign, both of them being effentially necei~ 
tary in forming, together with the Veerage, the 
Court of Peess, as ulfo of their being the fole Couse 
of Peers, in exclufion of all the other Parliuments. 
Nowe of the Members were particularly delighted 
wth having been noticed Ly the Monarch ; among 
others, M. Pafyuier, the famous Recorder of the 
crite of Damiens, and os Count Lally, whom the 
Chancellor pointed out by a_geft tv the King, who 
was defirous of confisering him nore attentively, as 
he paffed before his Majefty. ‘Ihe fecond fitting, 
onthe sth of April, was not lefs agreeable to the 
Partament. ‘The Attorney General “produced in it 
u counlaint againtt the Duke d’Aiguitlon, and a per- 
fon nimed Andouard, Major of the militia of Nantz, 
who, in this affair, appeared to be the Agent of the 
Duke, Accordingly, all the proceedings carried on 
in Britany were annulled, as being illegally inti- 
tuted, inafimuch as they concerned @ Peer, Freth 
inquiries, and frefh informations, &e, were ordered 
ty be made, 
During the courfe of the inquiries, M. Michau 
Je Montétin diftinguithed himfelf by bis eloquence, 
to 
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to fuch a degree, that the King declared himfelf 10 
‘de of his opinion, exprefiing, neverthele(s, his dif- 
Vike to monitories, which were commonly ufed in all 
proceedings But from defzrence 10 his Majeny, 
all the members unanimoufly returned to his opi- 
nion, which was confidered as an order, and it 
may froin thence be inferred what kind of liberty 
reigned in that Affembly. 

However this may be, every thing proceeded fo 
far with general fatisfa@ion, and his Majeity feemed 
fo well pleated to prefide over his Court of Peers, 
that he gave orders to conitru immediately, on the 
fpot of the ancient theatre, a Grand Chamber, a 
Vribunal, a Council Chamber, houfes of refreth- 
ment, and, ina word, all the conveniences necef- 
fary to form a Court of Judicature, ‘The two latt 
firtings had been in the Queen’s anti-chamber, in 
which the Beds of Juftice were holden ; which in 
1a was rather improper. Unfortunately, the King 
was foon tired of this tranfitory caprice, which was 
firft interrupted by the marriage of the Dauphin, 
and the feitivals given on that occafion, 

This was undoubtedly in itfelf one of the moft 
important events of this reign, as much from its 
flrengthcaing our alliance with the Houfe of Auf. 
tria, as from the circumftances which accompanied 
and fucceeded it. It was brought about by the care 
of the Duke te Choif-ul, who, in all probabiliry, 
having his own grandeur, as much as the happinefs 
of France, in view, removed all difficulties, and 
fortunately concluded thefe nuptials; which were 
completed moft opportunely for him, who, having 
difdained to inaintain himfelf by little intrigues, 
would now bs fupported by the Dauphinefs herlelf, 
Tt was not imagined, that he would have kept his 
pround till that period ; but when it arrived, his 
riends conceived better hopes, efpecially on fecing 
the diftinguifhed part he aéted on that occafion. 
‘The King gave him feave to go to Compi:gne to 
meet that Piincefs, and to be the firft Miniter who 
paid his homage to her. The Dauphine‘s received 
him wita fingular attention and granted him a prix 
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vate audience, wherein, after having expreffed to 
him the great defire the had of feeing him, the 
thanked him for the care he had taken to contribute 
to her happinefs ; and added, thar the depended 
upon the continuation of it, to affit her youth and 
inexperience, by his advice. 

It was fearce poflible that the preparations, the 
poup, and the rejoicings, on account of the mare 
viage cf the heir apparent io the Crown, fhonld nat 
evcafion a great deal of expence, noiwithttanding 
the diflreffed Situation of the Fingdom 3 but this be~ 
came exceflive, under a prodigal Sovereign, who 
had no thought but for himfclf, wha fuffered alt 
matters to be carried on as his Minifters chofe, and 
who would not fee the depredations to which thofe 
extraordinary charges opened an immenfe feld, 
‘Yo give tome icea of them, it was calculated that 
unirty thoufand horfes nuit be employed in the jour 
ney, dt was faid, that a multitude of vphelfterers 
vere to go poft from town to town, to ornament 
the feveral places where the Princefs was to make 
zuy fay ; and that fixey carmiages, ail new, were to 
wake part of the trainthat was gone toreceive her 
at Steatbourg, 

"Luis was only the prelude, Nothing hid ver been 
bi held equal to the creffcs of the King and the Pria- 
+s, which crowds of pzopte went to fee at the embroi- 
ovrers or taylor’s. ‘that of the Ring was one which 
was prefented to him at the nuptials of the Duke de 
Chartres, and bis Majefty having then efked, whe- 
th r any thing more beautiful could be contrived, and 
ty ng anfwered in the negative, had orl.red, that it 
tuould be referved for the wedding of his grandfon, 
Six uretfes were reckoned of equally refined luxury, 
and thot of the children of Prance were unfwerable 
to them, ‘They were befides to be ornamented with 
a quantity of jewels. ‘Lhe flate conches were ny icfs 
sn objeat of curtotity : the richnc fs ot thea wis equal 
to their elegance, whieh wll rot create furpi'ze, 
when we tre told that they ware commanded by the 
Doke de Choiteut 

with resard tothe public tpeftactes, the f-ftivals 
of Lewis AIV. fo celebraced in Lurope, and in bits 

tory, 
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tory, could not be compared to this, The flower- 
pot of the fire-works alone, was to be compofed cf 
thirty thoufand rockets, which, at a crown * each, 
formed an objeé of four thoufand louis; and we 
know that a Rower-pot of fire-works gocs-olf in a 
moment, Peeees 

The preparations for thefe prodigalities formed 
a fhocking contraft with the infurreétions occationed 
by the fcarcity of bread, which continued and in- 
creafed, at the fame time, in fome provinces, “here 
was a riot at Befangon, and at Tours, and it was 
corried to fuch a height in this lat town, that the 
Turendant was obliged to make his efcape by a back- 
Voor, and the Archbiihop thought it incumbent upon 
him te come into Court, to difplay his pattoral toli- 
citude. In the counties of la Marche, and the Li- 
moufin, it was calculated, that upwards of four thou- 
fand perfons were ftarved to death, and ieveral more 
would have perifhed, had it not been for the huma- 
nity of M, de Ferfan, Malter of Requefts, who, 
being Lord of part of the manor of the province, 
fent power-ul fuccours to his tenants. 

‘Thefe misfortunes gave sile to a little pamphlet, 
iothhuled : 4 fingulur idea of @ good citiz.n, concerning 
the public ffi which ac interved 10 be exhibited at 
Far.s, and at Court, upon occofion of the Dovphin’s nups 
tls, After having enumerated the cofts of the enter- 
tainments, fpectacles, fireworks, iluminations, and 
balls, carried to the higheft cegree of magnificence, 
and the recapitulation of which amounted to a capi- 
tal of twenty millions 4, the suthor concludes |‘ 
truly original pamphict in the following manner. 

“" T propofe that none of thefe things fhould | 
* done, but that thefe twenty millions should | 
“ taken off from the impofts of the year, and efp 
* cially the land-tax, ‘Thus, inftead of amufing 1! 
« idle people of the Court, and of the capital, wi 
“ vain and momentary diverfions, the forrowful cu 
“ tivator would be filed with joy ; the whole natir 
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“ would be made to partake of this fortunate event ; 
“ and to the moft remote corners of the kingdom this 

exclamation would refound: Long dwe Lewts the 
auell-belowed ja {pecies of feftival fo new, would 
tefleét-more reat and nore Jafting glory on the 
King, than all the pomp and pageantry of Afiatic 
entertainments ; and hiftory wou!d confecrate this 
event to pofterity with greater fatisfaction, than 
the frivolous details of a magnificence, barthen- 
fome to the people, and very far from contribu- 
ting to the veal grandeur of a Monarch, the father 
“ of his fubjects. 

"There were too many perfons of confequence in- 
tereited in preventing that idea from fucceeding, for 
any attention to be paid to it. They only endea- 
voured to prevent that the cries of the unfortunate 
fhould reach tie throne, and efpecially the ears of 
the Frincefe, whofe youthful and unexperienced 
hewt, being fenfible and tender, would certainly 
have been moved by them. Jt was affeGted to infert 
ta the Gazette of France *, that there was a quan- 
ity of corn at Nantz, which had hitherto been hin~ 
dered from circulating by the bad weather, the 
overflowings of the rivers, and otber accidental 
obftacles, 

It was under thefe fatal aufpices that the Dauphin- 
cfs arrived at Compiegene, ‘Ihe King was very de~ 
Lrous of feeing her, and of knowmg whether she 
were handfome. It is faid, that when the Prince 
of Poix came to acquaint him with the news of the 
arrival of the Archdutchefs at Strafbourg, M. Bou~ 
ret, Secretary of the Cabinet, at the fame time 
prefenied to him the exchange of contraét madg up~ 
on the frontiers, His Majefty, who was very fami- 
liar with that fervant, aked him what he thought of 
the Dauphinefs, and whether fhe had a fine bofom ; 
he aniwered, that the Dauphinefs had a charming 
figure, and very beautiful eyes, &c. “ That is not 
“what 1 talk to you about,” replied his Majefty 
jocofely, “ 1 afk you whether the bas a fine bofom }” 


“ 


“ 





© See the Gazette of France, of Monday, 14th May, 1770. 
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« Sire, I did not take the liberty to carry my eyes 
© fo fay.” anfwered the fubtle Courtier. “ You are 
« gfool,” continued his Majeftv, laughing, © it ir 
«the fift thong one looks at in a woman? 

We may judge, by this Httle anecdote, of the 
eagernefs with which Lewis XV. examined his 
daughter in-law when he faw her, He went as far 
as the prefcribed limits to mect her, where, conforit~ 
ing herfelf to the ceremonial, fhe got out of her 
coach, and threw herfelf at the feet of his Majefty, 
who raited her up with kindnefs, and embraced her. 
"they flept 1t Compiegne ; and the next day, paf 
fing ‘through St. Denis, they went to fee Madame 
Jouifa, one of the King’s daughters, who had lately 
taken the veil at the Carmelites of that place. ‘Ihe 
whole city of Paris was affembled on the road, and 
there was a double row of coaches from St. Denis to 
the gate called Maillot, The Royal Family fupped 
atthe caftle of La Muette, where Lewis XV. was 
not afhamed himfelf to prefent the Countefs Dubarri 
to the Dauphinefs, and to make her eat with that 
Princefs, 

‘The Dauphinefs had, till that moment, been ig- 
norant of the fituation of Madame Dubarri, whom 
fhe had often heard mentioned at her Court, One 
day, impatient of hearing the continual repetition of 
this wanse, fhe afked what was that Lady’s eupiey: 
ment, who was fo much talked of ? the was anfwer- 
ed, that the Countefs amufed the King. “ That de- 
“© ing the cafe,” replied ingennonfly the young Arche 
dutchefs, “ T declare myfelf her rival.” She was 
not tempted to become fo at that inftant, when the 
had certainly been better informed ; but, attentive 
to gratify the inclinations of the Monarch, his Ma- 
jefty having afked her how fhe found that lady, fhe 
anfwered, Charming; which gave the higheft {atis- 
fa€tion to the Royal Lover, an certain that Ma-~ 
dame Dubarri was, at that time, the moft remark- 
able woman at Court, with refpe@ to her artlefs 
figure and ber natural graces. She might be cal- 
ted beautiful in herfelf, and, by a fingularity Gill 
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more sftonithing, fhe was alfo, in outward appear- 
ances, the moft decent in her behaviour and conver~ 
fation. 

“The King, the Dauphin, and the Royal Family 
returned from Muette to fleep at Verfailles ; the 
Dauphinefs alone remained there, in compliance 
with the laws of the Church, not to live under the 
fame roof as her future confort. She did not go to 
the Caftle ‘till the next day; after having dreffed 
herfelf in her robes of ceremony, fhe went to the 
chapel to receive the nuptial benedistion. The Priny 
cefs wis much admired there ; who, in the midft of 
an unknown fet of people, and the natural aftonith- 
ment occafioned by fo many objets, did not appear 
in the leatt embarraffed, but went through the cere~ 
rronial with great eafe, and with peculiar graces, 

In the afternoon, an immenfe number of people 
were affembled in the gardens, in which were the 
preparations for the fire-works, and the illuminations 
that were to be exhibited in the evening. Jt was a 
difagreeable thing to obferve, that, in the midft of 
fo many preparations for a fuperb fettival, thofe 
gardens were in very bad order, and in feveral pla- 
ces referubled the gardens of @ cafile, in which an 
cxecution has been entered. In the firt place, the 
waters, which are an effential part of the entertain- 
tment of fuch a day, neither played, nor were they 
in a condition to play ; feveral of the bafons were 
cry 3 even the canal was dirty and full of mud: 
tnutilated ftatues, feattered upon the ground, an. 
nounced the having negle@ed to pick them up, or to 
conceal their ruins from the public eye, Even all 
the flights of fteps were fhockingly - damaged :— 
there were no violins, no dances, no provifions for 
the people, who did not partake of the mirth, which 
thould be the fir mark of a public feftival, A few 
mountebanks only were preparing to exhibit fome 
diverfions in the evening. ‘The fky feemed not to be 
in harmony with the earth, for two dreadful ftorms 
difperfed the people whom curiolity had brought 
there, and prevented them from feeing either fre- 
works or Hfuminations, which were poftponed to 

more 
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more favourable weather. By another neglect, un- 
worthy of the majefty of the place, the courts, at 
nine o'clock at night, were not even lighted as much 
as thofe of a private man ; the galleries and paflages 
remained in profound obfcurity ; there was not 2 
fingle lamp either on the tore or the back front of the 
palace. “he town of Verfailles did not feem to par- 
ticipate the Jeatt in this great event, and Paris wes 
reproached with having conduéted matrers with the 
greatelt parfimony. ‘1 he poor were feen with indig- 
nation begging upon this day, as ufual, and there 
were neither faufages, bread, nor wine, provided 
for them. ‘The Noblemen did not diflinguith them- 
felves more, and the magnificent patace of the Mi- 
nifter of Paris, the Count de St. Florentin, was only 
lighted by two rows of imall lamps, at no great 
height from the ground, 

As for the reft, ail the perfons who entered the 
apartments on the day of the marriage, and efpeci- 
ally thofe who affiited at the royal banquet, agreed, 
that they had never feen fo miraculous a fight ; they 
pretended, that all the defcriptions they could make 
of it, would be fhort of the truth ; and that thofe 
which we read in the Tales of the Fairies, could 
only give an imperfe&t idea of it. The richnefs and 
luxuriant fancy of the dreffes, the blaze of the dia- 
monds, and the magnificence of the apartments, daz- 
zled the eyes of the {peétators, and prevented them 
from fixing their attention te particulars. ‘The Dau- 
phinefs was the perfon who attraéted the moft earneit 
notice of every one, on whom al! eyes were fixed, 
and, when withdrawn through refpe, were incef- 
fantly returning, The following ts the piture that 
was given of her at the time :— The Princefs; who 
~ is tall for her age, is thin, without being meagre, 

and as a young perfon fhould be, who is not tho- 

roughly Grae |. She is very well made, and her 
limbs well proportioned. Her hair is of a beau- 
tifal light colour, which it is thought will, in 
time, be turned to a bright chefnut, and is ex. 
treinely well fet. Majefty already appears in her 

“ countenance ; the form of her face is a fine oval, 
Hs * but 
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“ but rather long; ber eyebrows are as full as any 
“ fair perfon’s can be; her eyes are blue, without 
being infipid, and are very lively, and full of wit; 
her nofe is aquiline, a little fharpened at che end. 
‘The Dauphinefs has a finall mouth, although her 
lips are rather thick, efpecially the under one, 
which is known to be the Auffrian lip ; her com- 
plexion is dazzling, and her natural colour might 
difpenfe her trom having recourfe to rouge ; her 
deportment is that of an Archdutchefs, but her 
dizmuy is tempered by the fweetnefs of her dif- 
potition ; an it is dificult to behold this Princefs, 
without being penetrated with refpcct, blended 
with Jenfibility.” 

‘The dal paré, the moft tedions part of the feftivals, 
becuule every thing was done there by etiquette, 
occafioned a good deal of confufion, The King had 
previoully fixed the ceremonial of it. He had agreed, 
in conformity to the folicitations of the Ambaffador 
ot the Empcror and the Emprefs Queen, that he 
would beitow fome mark of diftingion upon Made- 
nuifelle de Lorraine, who had the honour to betong 
to their augufl boute 5 accordingly, he was to name 
ber to dunce before all the Dutcheffes, immediately 
after the Princeffcs of the blood, and the Prince of 
J ambetc immediately after the Princes. ‘This be- 
caine @ ferious affair: the Dukes and Peers affembled 
atthe houfe ot M, de Broglia, Rifhop and Count de 
Noyon, as being the oldctt Peer at that time in Pa- 
vn, snd, notwithftanding the abhorrence the Church 
43 tor dancing, a memorial was difeuffed, drawn up 
ani read there, which the Prelate was commiffioned 
to prefent to the King, In order to make it more 
{cltuun, the concurrence of the higher nobility was 
required on this occafion, and a gent number of 
them figned che m-morial. The King, as ufual, 
very much emberraffed, eluded a decifion, and faid, 
thit dancing at the ball could not be of any confe- 
quence, asthe choice of the men and women dan- 
cers depended only upon his will*, He called upon 
their 





© ‘The exp:effions are taken from the Gingular letter of the 
King 
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their fidelity, attachment, fubmiffion, and frienathip, 
‘This anfwer, unworthy of a great Monarch, only 
gave freth caufe of ridicule, and noone affitled at 
the ceremony, except thofe whofe prefence could 
not be difpenfed with. 

There would be no end to it, were we to cnume= 
rate all the fettivals, {pettacles, and rejoicings, which 
fucceeded each other during a month and upwards, 
But it is impoffible to pafs over in filence the dread~ 
ful cataftrophe of the 3oth of May, of that difaftrous 
night, when in the muidft of a tumultnous joy, more 

eople perifhed than are often deftroyed in the moft 
Proddy engagement! Jt was the day on which rhe 
city had caufed fire-works '0 be played off. ‘the 
{pot was exceedingly well chofen, round the ftatue 
of Lewis XV. in that vaft circumference, which re- 
fembjes more a plain than a fquare. An illumination 
upon the Boukwards was to fucceed the fireworks, 
whieh determined the crowd to go by « wide ftreet 
teading to the ramparts. It was, however, in that 
ftreet that there happened an unparalleled inftance of 
carnage. ‘Lhree circum#tances concurred to augment 


it, 
King to the Dukes, which ix here inferted entire. It is dated 
17 Mas, 1778. 

“(Tae Ambaffador of the Emperor, and of the Empiefa 
Qgeen, io en audience that he hax had of me, has demanded 
onthe patt of bis master (and Lam obliged to credit all he 
faye) that L would thew fore mark of diftinétion to Mademoi- 
felle de Lorraine, on ch@prefent occaton of the marti 
my grandion with the Archdutchefe Antoinetts. Dancin; 
tthe ball being the only thing from whence ao inferences can 
drawn, Gince the choice of the men and women dancers 
depends only upon my will, without any diltingtion of place 
sank or dignities, excepting the Princes and Princeifcs of the 
blood—who csnnot be compared nor put upon a footing wih 
any other French perfon—and not being willing to make ine 
novations with regatd to what ix pradufed at my Court—{ 
‘« reckon that the Grest, and the Nobility of my kingdom, in 

virtue of the fidelity, fabmiffion, attachment, and even friend 
hip, they have always thewn te me, and co’ my predecetfors, 
will never encourage any thing that can difplesfe me, elpe= 
* cially upon this occaSon, when am defirons of fhewing my 
* gratimdeto the Ei ‘Queen for the prefent the maker 


me, which Thope, avwell as you, will iniure the happine{e 
& of the remainder ot my days. 




















“ Saumr Prozaytin.” 
“© A tue Copy.” 
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it, ft, A plot formed by the thieves to occafion a 
ftoppage, a crowd, a confiderable rumult, that in 
the imidft of the confufion, they might carry on their 
defigns the better, and rob with impunity. Several 
of the bodies of thefe villains, which were known, 
attefted theircrime 2d. The negleé of the archi- 
tet of the rown, in not making the ground even, over 
which about fix hundred thoufand fpectators were to 
pafa—in not filling up the ditches that were in the 
way—and in not removing aj) the obftacles which 
could confine or prefs the multitude. 3dly. The in- 
futficiency of the guard, and the parlunony of the 
town-hall, which would not allow a gratuity of a 
thoufand crowns* tothe regiment of French guards, 
as was required by the Marfhal Duke de Biron, that 
they might attend that day, and compenfate for the 
weaknels and unfitnefs of the city guard. 

However this may be, one hundred and thirty dead 
Bodies, which remained on the pot, were immedi- 
ately carried off, and depofited in the church-yard of 
the parifl de la Madelaine de ta Ville PEvegue, to 
be owned ; a folemn fervice was afterwards perform- 
ed for them, by order of the Lieutenant-criminel, iffued 
atthe requifition of the King’s Attorney. To this 
number of dead perfons, if we add the wounded, the 
mained, and the fuffocated, conveyed into neigh 
douring houfes, or to hofpitals, and who died in a 
fhort time after; and all thofggwho, thinking them- 
felves fate, but being afterwafds feized with a fpit- 
ting of blood, in the courfe of fix weeks felt the 
vidlims of their curiofity—it was computed that the 
lafs might an.ount to eleven or twelve hundred, The 
circumiiance that excited general indignation was, 
three days after this difafter, to fee M. Bignor, the 
Provoft of the Merchants, who was looked upon as 
the principal author of it, appearing publicly in his 
box at the opera. 

The Dauphin, on the contrary, was exceflively 
afflied at having been the indire& caufe of this 
wistortune, He tent to the Lieutenant of Police two 

thoufand 





© One hundred and twenty-five poonds, 
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thoufand crowns, * the only money he could difpofe 
of, to affift the moft unfortunate of them, ‘The 
Pruphinets, the Princes and Princeffes of the blood, 
followed his example. Several facieties did the 
fame. The Parliament, one of the Members of 
which had narrowly efcaped being emong the num- 
ber of the dead, withed to take cognizance of the 
fa@, and find out the caufes of it, An inftance was 
uoted of the fame kind, although infinitely lefs 
ferious, which had happened under the reign of 
Lewis XH. in which the Provoft and the two princi~ 
pal Sheriffs bad been fined, for having negletted to 
attendto a bridge that had giver way, and caufed 
the death of four or five citizens. This was fuffi- 
cient to alarm M, Bignon ; but the Solicitor-General 
Seguir, in the account he gave of the affair, excul- 
pared him ; he attributed the whole to fatality: and 
the Magiftrates being befides taken up with other 
objetts, which affected them more, he efcaped with 
the fright only, and with a regulation to reftrain the 
juritdidion of the city upon fimilar occafions, 

When this melancholy affair had been quite ex- 
hautted, when people were tired of talking of it, and 
when all kinds of maleditions had been bettowed 
onthe Provoft of Meschants, more agreeable ob- 
je@s were refumed, The Dauphinefs was the ger 
neral topic of converfation; every one applauded 
her lively and engaging manners, and the freedom 
with which fhe got away from the multitude that 
furrounded her, She did nothing, however, without 
the King’s confent. She ufed to call the Countefs de 
Noaifles, her lady of the Bed-chamber, Madame 
Etiquette, “This lady was very grave and auttere, 
and was continually reprefenting to the Princefs that 
fhe derogated from the cuftoms of her rank; but 
the Dauphinefs did not the lefs follow her own in 
clinations, efpecially in matters which fuited the 
chearfulnefs of her difp-ftion, and her health, She 
walked alone, without a Gentleman-ufher ; the went 
out when, and in what manner fhe pleafed; the 

walked 
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walked on foots and in this way fhe formed her na~ 
tural powers, and improved the ftrength fhe acquired 
by age, She invited to dinner and fupper, whenever 
it occurred to her, her brothers, her fifters her 
aunts, and went to eat along with them with the 
fame freedom: in a word, fhe introduced, as much 
as fhe could, the intinvate familiarity in which the 
Court of Vienna live among themfclyes, who, though 
very jealous of their ceremonials in public, pals 
their lives in the utmoft eafe and good humour 
within, 

‘This mode of living, fo analogous to the real 
difpotition of Lewis XV. would have been infinitely 
fuitable to him in thofe happy times, when he pof- 
fefled the fame innocence as his daughter-in-law, 
But at a certain time of life, reformation takes 

ace no more Befides, it was the intereft of the 

linifters, of the favourites, and of his miftrefs, that 
he fhould not give himfelt up too much to his family 5 
and if his friendfhip and his kindnefs for the Dau- 
phinefs did not permit him to re(train her as much 
@s they could hive wifhed, they at leaft fucceeded 
in keeping him from her, inftead of drawing him 
Rearer to Sher, to which the eafy manners fhe had 
adopted with his Majefty would neceffarily have 
contributed. 

After all the {peétacles with which French gallane 
try had amufed the Dauphinefs, the King gave her 
one of a more majeftic nature, which is only feen in 
that kingdom, and the awfal view of which might 
have infpired the Princefs with an idea of the gran- 
deur of the throne on which the was one day to be 
feated, if it had not been at the fame time accom- 
panied with thc confternation of all the perfons who 
compofed it. We mean the Bed of Juftice of the 
z7th Junc, In its origin, and according to its true 
nature, a Bed of Juftice is a formal fitting of the 
King in Parliament, in order to deliberate on the 
moft important affairs of the State. It is the con- 
tinuation of thofe antient general affemblies, which 
were formerly holden, and were known under the 
name of Champ de Mars or de Mai, and which were 

afterwards 
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afterwards called Placites Generaux, Cours Plenieres, 
Phin Parlenent, Grand Confeil, 

The kings were at that time feated upon a throne 
of gold Since thefe affemblies have been made in 
the interior of a Court of Judicature, 2 canopy and 
cufhions have been fubftitured to the throne. From 
hence is derived the appellation of Bed of Jultice ; 
becaute, in the antient language, a feat covered with 
a canopy was called a bed. Five eufhions form 
the feat of this bed, The monarch is feated upon 
one, another is at his back, two ferve him for arms, 
and fupport the elbows of his majeity, the fifth 
is under his feet. Charles V. renewed the orna- 
ment; Lewis XI. afterwards made a new one, 
which {till fabfifted in the reign of Lewis XV. who 
has imde fuch frequent afe of it, that it would not 
be furprizing if a new one fhould be wanted at this 
time. 

"Lhe Kings collected in thefe general affemblies all 
thofe who had a right of voting, the Princes, the 
Peers, the Barons, the Senators, or people belong- 
ing to the law. The Sovereign cauied to be pro- 
poted, and often propofed himfelf, the fubject of 
deliberation, ‘This affembly was really a ferious 
one; every man gave his opinion loud, that the 
King might hear and confider it. At prefent, on 
the contrary, itis the Chancellor who goes round 
to colleét the votes from the feveral ranks, Every 
one fpeaks low, or is filent. The Prince hears no- 
thing of this dumb fcene, in which, by a ftrange 
perverfion of the nature of things, he is unable to 
receive any information, and perhits, in a refolution 
taken; while the real defign of the meeting— 
which, in its inftitution, was to enlighten him, and 
either to confirm him in his refolution, or to diffuade 
him from it according to the good or evil which 
might appear to refult from it———bas not been in 
the leaft fulfilled. 

In the primitive form of Beds of Juttice, thofe 
affemblies could not be too much wifhed for; the 
yefult of which was information and knowledge to 
the Sovereign, infinite good to the people, and aie 

mable 
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mable advantages to the whole kingdom. The pub- 
lic grievances were expofed, impofitions were de- 
tedted, and truth was heard, and fhone in all its 
brightne(s®, : 

A Bed of Juftice at prefent is but the thadow of 
the former; the King only repeats there what he 
has decided in his Council. Every thing paifes 
without a previous examination, without any real 
deliberation. It isan a@ of abjolute ower, which 
commonly takes place only to confirm laws rejected 
by the Courts, and eonfequently laws that are bad 
and oppreflive: itis a day of mourning to the na~ 
tion, 

Such was the one at which che Dauphinefs affifted 
ina Turret, Ie was holden with the ufual ceremo- 
nials at Verfailles, The Chancellor, having received 
his orders from the King, pronounced a difcourfe, 
the fummary of which was, that his Majefty had, 
in the firt inftance, refufed to admit the petition for 
a demand of juftification before the Court of Peers, 
which had been prefented to him by the Duke 
@Aiguillon in the month of January 1769, per- 
fifting in his intention of extinguifhing the troubles 
of Britany, and of fuffering nothing which might 
renew them: that afterwards his Majelty, having feen 
that the aforefaid Commandant of Britany fo ind hims 
felf accufed by informations made in that province, 
and being willing himfelf to tak: cognizance of the 
nature oF thofe accufations, had iffued letters patent 
for the inquiry: that the acccfs to the throne had 
been open, the formalities obferved, the witneffes 
heard, and every circumftanc: attended to; but 
that his Majefty had found, with indignation, in the 
courfe of the proceedings, 1ft, Tha. the liberty was 
taken to enter into the examinatior. and difcuflion of 
orders iffued from the throne, which being ever cone 
need with adminittration, ought to 1-mzin amon; 
the fecrets of the Minittry ; that boldnefs hid been 
carried fo far as to annex decrees of Cou il to the 





© We raay confult upon this fubie@, Lester upon the Beds 
of Juftice, dated the a8th Augult 1756. 
depo- 
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depofitions. 2dly, That in all this affair, a revolt- 
ing animofity, and « pointed partiality were preva- 
lent; that the more it was fearched into, the more 
there was found init a myfterious train of enormi- 
ties and iniquities, from which his Majefty wifhec 
to turn away his eyes; that confequently it was hi. 
pleafure to hear nothing more of this procefs, tc 
ut a flop, by the fulnefs of his authority, to al 
urther proceedings, and to impofe an abfolute fix 
lence upon all parties, with refpee to reciprocal ace 
cufations. : 

‘This difcourfe was followed by the regiftering of 
new letters patent, which annulled every thing thac 
had hitherto been done, as much ageinft the Duke 
WAiguilion as againt Meffrs, de Chalotais and de 
Caradeux, and which ordered, that every aét con- 
cerning this affair fhould be confidered as if it had 
never bappened, forbade any perfon fo acknowledge 
ic, and impofed upon all refpectively the molt abfo- 
Jute filence. 

Our readers, whofe indignation mutt already be 
excited by the recital of this fast, will difpenfe us 
from making any refle@tion upon the humiliating 
ftep the Monarch had been prevailed upon to take 
in this affair, which, for the third time, ended inthe 
fame manner. It feemed as if he had been induced 
to give the greateft eclat to this affembly, merely 
thar it fhould more abfolutely become the fubje@ of 
the derifion of France, and of all Europe, He 
was, perhaps, the only perfon in his kingdom who 
was not afhamed of it. ‘That very evening, he ap- 
pointed the Duke d’Aiguillon to be of the party of 

larly, and admitted him to the honour of fupping 
with him, 

The Pasliament returned from the Bed of Juttice, 
tranfported with rage. Having already forefeen the 
flroke of authority which might proceed from that 
irregular fitting, they had paifed a refolution, in pre~ 
fence of the Princes and Peers, in which they de- 
clared, that they would never confider any accufed 

erfon as juftified, who thould be fo in a Bed of 
Jatiee, and namely the Duke d’Aiguillon, To pre- 
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vent the cunfequences of this refolution, the Kinz, 
in quitting the affembly, intimated to the Princes 
and Pecrs who recondnced according to eti- 
quette, prohibitions to go the next day to the Palais, 
aswell as to take any part in the deliberations be- 
gun, concerning the former Commandant of Britany y 
and ordered them, incafe they fhould be prefent ‘in 
the Courts, on account of fome other bufinc’s, when 
the affir of Britany was meant to be difcuffed, to 
withdraw immediately 

The Chincellor, ever crafty, flattered himfelf, 
that he thowla ccluce the Parliament by this tern ; 
2 Jud but the latter cid not Jofe fight of they prin 

cipal object, and iffued a cceree for ever ne~ 
morable, wherein declaring that the Duke d'Ai zuition 
being feriouly inculpated, and tainted with fu pici+ 
ov, anTeven with faéts, which bicmifhed his ho- 
mist, tiey tufpended that Peer from the fundicas of 
Veerage, till fuch time as by 2 forcuir fertence pale 
fed in the Court of Peers, according to all the forms 
and ceremonials preferibed by the laws, end the or~ 
donaances of the kingdom, to whigh novhine could 
be fubRticuted, he fhould have jufluied hintlelf ful- 
> &Ce 

Commiffioners from Parliament immediately re- 
prited, by order of the Court, to the printer, to 
have the suinute printed under their own infpedtion ; 
ten thoufand copies were taken of jt, it was imme 
diately notified to the Duke d’Aiguillon, who, happen- 
ed tobe a home; and the Chambers did not fe- 
parate till after they had received intelligence that 
the decree was completely executed. 

M.de Maupeou, duped in his tarn by this ftep, 
which he did not expea, experienced the fame dit 
aGtion as the Parliament had received from 
him; and when the decree was prefented to him, 
he tore it in 2 rage. It was neceffary again to have 
recourfe to the King, and to fuifer the reproaches 
of his Majefty. The decree wis to be cancellec, 
and that immedietely ; the confequences it would 
not fail of producing, were initantly to be put a 
Qopto; the ferment was to be prevented, which iy 

woul 
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would excite in the other Courts, efpecially at 
Rennes, and among the States of Britany, which 
were to be opened that year. This produced a 
multitude of commotions; a handred remonftrances, 
inftead cf one, were going to appear, perhaps fuf- 
enfions from fervice, ceflations, and difmiifions. 
Find the Chancellor been the only perfon to direst 
the Sovereign, all thefe things would not have alarmn= 
ed him: he knew his corps; he had calculated the 
nature of the refiftence which each member might 
oppote, and he knew in what manner to manage 
fome of them, to intimidate others, and thus 10 fub- 
Cue them ll in time, and in derail; but his in- 
fluence was counterbalanced by the afcendant which 
Choifzul Gill: preterved over the imod 
fy. ‘Thar Mimtter had unmahhed tim; 
there were no hopes of regaining his confidence, 
and the Chancetlor knew, on the cootrery, that the 
Duke cotrigued uncerhand to excite and support the 
Parvamert. ‘n th.ir ere Revenge, that 
fo uétive in the 2.7, sore nen, induced 
im to entertain hopes of overcoming the cithculs 
Ges, of furmounting the obsselve, and overthrow 
ing even his benefactor, to whom be owed his ele- 
vation: an extremity to which the Duke compzlled 
him, fince he was become his enemy. For this 
Furpofe 1% was neceffary to form a more ftri con- 
mexion with the Duke @Aiguillon, the favourite of 
the favourite, 

The very next day after the pailing of the decree, 
this Chie! of the Law caufed the King ia his J 
Council to iffue one, which cancelled it, and 3 Ju- 
enjoined the accufed to continue his funétions as 
Peer of France, He had it fignified to the Parliament, 
in an unufual and contemptuous manner, This gave 
«ccafion to freth remonftrances, and not without great 
reafon; for, independent of all the violations of forms, 
what could be more abfurd, than in a matter which 
included crimes of fo heavy a nature, the troubles 
of a great province, a matter that had laited (everal 
years, had given rife to fuch moritrous proceedings, 
and had expofed the liberties of fuch an infinite 

number 
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number of citizens, to find the accufed and the 
‘accufers alternately innocent; and, after the Atrornies 
General had been acknowledged innocent, to declare 
the Commandant who had accufed them the tame? == 
What conld be wore contradi@ory, than, atter 
having folemnly agreed to the neceffity ot clearing 
the Peerage from the crimes of a Peer, or the 
Peer from the crimes laid to his charge*—atter 
having made the King fay, that he would aliow 
nn entire freedom of opinion, and that tie guilty 
if there were any, fhould be punifh.d with thie 
greatett feverity——+o make bin afterwards prow 
nounce, inconfidcrately, that there were nune f——— 
What could be more ‘abfurd, than to pretend that 
this was only done to appesie, and to bury ia per 
petual oblivion the dufenfioas, when, alter having 
invain attempted this mode feveral times, it was 
on the contrary experienced, thatot was the tree 
method of reviving, increafing, and p.rpetuating 
thew ? 

The manner in which M. de la Chalotais be- 
haved on a fimilar occafon, ard the ccndu@ of 
the Duke d’Aiguillon upon this, are of themtclves 
fufficient to dectde which was the real culprit “The 
latter, far from complaining, as the former had 
done, that by fo defpotic an act his innocence Wrs 
prevented from appearing——tar trom in'iting with 
the King, that he would be plealed to permit hint 
fo jullify Nimfelf juridically, and le.ve jutice 10 
its free courfe—was fo impriient as to manifelt hs 
joy publicly, and, on the very evening of the cane 
celling of the decrec, to give a fplendid fupper to 
his partizans and his creatures, ‘he Duke de 
Briffac thought otherwile of this matter, That 
Nobleman, of a romantic turn-——whofe expreffions 
always bore the ftamp of his lively, original, and 
pisturefque imagination———exclaimed with energy; 
that the aceufed had faved his head, but that his neck had 
been tewifted, 


‘© Exprefions in the difcourfe of she Chancellor, at the open 
ing of the Gtungs of the giboi April 
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In the mean while, the remonftrances of the Par- 
liament were carried to the King, and a fentence 
inferted in them, which was purpofely directed 
againft the Chancellor, when {peaking of the laft 
letters patent, it was faid, Zs this ignorance, or is it 
Anavery, in the perfon whe drew them up ? completed 
his hatred againft them. He fwore, that the authors 
ot thefe words fhould blot them out with their 
tears; and from that moment he wanted his Mas 
icly to iffue four letters de Cacket againft them ; 
bur the King did not immediatcly give way to his 
fuggetiion, front the fear of exciting a ferment, he 
fil entertained hopes of avelling s opes which he 
foon after loit, Not only the Parliament of Paris 
perfiled in emploving themfelves upon the confe- 
cuences of the aifuir, but feveral of thofe in the 

ravinees alfa entered into refolutions againft the 
Duke o’Aiguillon ‘The Parliament of Bourdeaux, 
particulrly, fignalized itfelf by 2 refolution which 
Procured to the young Magiflrate, who was the an- 
thor * of it, captivity and fame, Two Magif- 
trates of the Parliament of Rennes, more intereited 
than any other, in not acquiefcing in the defpo- 
tif of the Sovereign, were arrefted at Compiegne, 
as they came our rom as audience’ with his: R4ae 
jellv. The Monarch, knowing no longer how to 
extricate himfelf from the labyrinth in which he 
was engaged, tired of wandering at a venture, and 
of falling from one frare into another, refolved to 
repofe an abfolute confidence in the Chancellor, 
and to ty whether, by refigning his authority to 
hun, he would cifengage him with honour. He 
became a mere fpc&tator, with a firm refolution of 
expofing him, as his Courtiers would, to ridicule, 
if he did not keep his word, or failed in his at- 
tempt ; this his good fenfe made him judge would 
be the event; notwithflanding which be put bis 





S licitor General of that Cou t. The circum- 

the sccuation vault him more ferious wa, 

1 fervant, he was difpenfed from iaterfer= 
raiatian, far from foggelbog it. 

f Mails. de Is Noue and de Lasac. 
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deftiny into his hands, This was what M.de Mau- 
eo wanted ; not that he had any fixed plan, but 
© was too well acquainted with mankind not to 
calculate how far they might be led by the fear of 
punithments or the allurement of rewards. 

He began by a ftroke of authority, worthy of him- 
felf, and of all the preceding meafures, He brought 
the King to the Parliament by furprize, and when 
they had {carce time to affemble, He caufed all the 
sninutes of the proceedings concerning the Duke 
a Aiguillon, to be taken away from the office, He 
gave intimations by his Majefty, to prohibit any de- 
Jiberation, and even any difcuffion of that affair, 
He, in fome meafure, turned out from the grand 
chamber the Gentlemen of the Courts of Inquefts and 
Requefts, who received orders from his Majeity to 
withdraw, and to repair to their refpetive chambers; 
and, by feveral little fubtleties of form, he pro- 
longed matters to the time of the vacations, and 
thus acquired leifure to meditate other enterprifes of 
a more decifive nature. 

M, de Maupeou was perfe@ly aware that he 
thould never fucceed, if he did not get rid of the 
Minifter who flood in his way. This he was con- 
flantly aiming at, in concert with the Duke d’Aiguil- 
jon, who was not lefs interefted in it, and the Coun- 
tefs Dubarri, whofe deteftation of the Duke de Choi- 
feul fill inereafed, and who could not forgive his 
contempt of her. The Lady, more open than the 
other two, did not conceal her antipathy ; and the 
circumftance which rendered her more dangerous, 
was, that fhe gave a childith and playful turn to it, 
very pleufing to Lewis XV. She fometimes took an 
orange in each hand, and toflingshem alternately in 
the air, cried out: Up with you, Choifeut: up with 
yu, Praflin—-Another time, baving difmiffed a cook, 
who retembled the Duke, her enemy, fhe faid to 
the King: J Aave turned off my Choifeul to-day, when 
vunll you get rid of your’s ? 

he will Fcarce credited, that the perfon who 
contributed moft to that event was the Dutchefs of 
Gramunont, his fitter, One would have faid, that, 

not 
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not fatisfied with having been the firft caule of bis dif- 
credit, fhe could have no peace till fhe had effected 
his total expulfion from Court ; fo aukwardly did fhe 
attempt to avenge herfelf, and to fupplant her rival 
Inflead of remaining fleadily at Veriailles, and of 
fecretly undermining ber enemies, according to the 
manner of Courtiers, the could not ftifle ber rage, 
but banithed herielf, under pretence of travelling. 
She went to the waters, and, having paifed through © 
fevcra! Parliament towns, furnithzd matter for a fe~ 
rious accufation of an odious kind, more proper than 
any other to irritate the King. He was given to un~ 
derftand, thar fhe had had conferences with them, 
and had excited them to refift, by affuring them of 
the protection of her brother. ‘This accufation pro- 
duced fuch an effeét on the mind of his Majefly, that 
from that moment he viGbly grew cold to his Minif~ 
ter; he no longer honoured him with a fingle word 
of converfation, although he continued to tranfatt 
bufinefé with him, and to admit him to his fuppers. 
Lewis XV. had it much at heart to be delivered 
from the broils of his Parliaments ; but perhaps he 
would never have taken violent meafures againft the 
Duke de Choifeul, if to this grievance another had 
not been added, thar of endeavouring to kindle a 
war with the Englifh, as the means of making bim- 
felf neceary, end of regaining all his influence. 
This accufation, though probable, adapted to the 
charaéter of the Minilter, and faggefted by circum- 
flances, was, however, difficult to be proved, and 
the King ftill hefitated, In vain his charming mif- 
trefs—at a time when the Prince, inflamed with 
Jove, and heated with wine, which fhe poured out 
for him, refufed her nothing the aiked—had pre- 
vailed upon him to fign the difgrace of the Duke de 
Choifeul. When he came to himfelf the next morn- 
ing, he threw the decree of profess tion into the fire, 
‘The Chancellor bad r le to the extreme mea- 
fure, which he had meditated for a long while, He 
caufed an edi& to be carried to the Parliament, con- 
taining in the preamble the moft ferions accufations 
sagainit the Magiftrates, fo thet they could not regil- 
ter 
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ter it, without difhenonring themfelres. ‘They fent 
De deputies to proteit againft it, A Bed of 

7 Dec. ‘Fuitice was holden in confequence, where, 
notwithftanding their decree, they had the mortifi- 
cation to fee the Duke d’Aiguillon feated among the 
Peers. They made protefts and remonttrances, and 
fafpended their funétions, declaring, thar their pro- 
found affliction did not leave their minds free enough 
to decide upon the fortunes, lives, and honour of the 
fabjeGs, At length the extraordiaary confiét began, 
in which the King perfifted in not liftening to his 
Parliament till they had reaffumed their fun@ions, 
and the Parliament in not reaffuming their funttions 
till the King had liftened to them. The incredible 
{peRacle latted for a fortnight, of a Monarch an- 
Rouncing himfelf as abfolute, and requiring that his 
will houtd be the law, and of a body of Magiftrates 
difobeying four feveral times his orders, given either 
in writing from his royal hand, or by word of mouth, 
or by the ftrongeft and mot precife letters of com- 
mand ; and yet, during all that time, the Prince 
had not difplayed that defpotic power which he arro~ 
gated to himfelf, and which he declared to refide 
effentiatly in him, Paris was in expe@tation, and 
this event was the fubject of difcuffion among all the 
politicians, and the feveral claffes of the citizens, 
The Great, and the military, who are inclined to an 
abfolute and paflive obedience—and who are defirous 
thar the King fhould do what he pleafes, in hopes 
of enjoyin, the fame Privilege in their turn, by the 
right o} the ftrongeft—londly cenfured the Parlia- 
ment, and pronounced them guilty of a criminal 
revolt The Clergy, the fworn enemy of a corps 
which had always oppofed their pretenfions—which 
prevented them from extending their power, and 
wbjeGing even authority itfelf, by ruling over the 
confciences of mankind—animated by that fpisit of 
charity with which they are penetrated, devoted the 
Magittracy tocapital punithments. ‘The people, op- 
preffed with taxes, and eating their bread at a very 
dear price, without the leait oppofition from the 
part of thofe whom they were hitherto accuftomed 
to 
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to look wpon as their fathegs and defenders, beheld 
the difpute with great indifference, They toterefted 
themfelves no longer in the caufe of a fociety which 
meaoly betrayed them, and only wath gpon 
matters of perfonal concern to itfelf, she peiefe- 
hers alone, and true Frenchmen, who 

Fiute more deeplp—ii with the coufeqrenots 
intervening from the fal) of the Parlissoent—wWere 
affli&ted to fee them deprived of aa authority which 
they bad indeed exerted only for themfelves, but 
which, in a moment of patriotic enthufiafm, they 
might have employed to a better purpofe ; whereas, 
by their deftrugtion, the moft formidable defpotifm 
was eBablifaed, Daring this violent crifis, the Ma~ 
giftrates, who expetted every night to be carried 
olf by letters de Cachet, were {urprized the next 
moraing to find them(elves fill at Jiberty. Bot the 
intent wee not-yet arrived, and the only refult of 
this was, the event which tbe cabal confpiring again 
the Duke de Choifenl withed for. Medume Dibart, 
prompted by the Duke ¢’Aiguillon and the Chancel- 
lor, hid to the King, in proportion as being tired 
with thia painful conteft, be communicated his grief 
and angiety to her, that there would be no end to 
any thiaz while the Parliament felt theasfelves fup~ 
ported at Const by a Minifter whom they confidered 
as capable of averting the ftrokes levelled agointt 
thei, and as more powerful than even his Majelty 
was, while therg exifted a correfpondence between 
them. This was attacking Lewis XV. by his foible, 
and he confented pofitively to M. de Choifeu!'s expul- 
fion, The Duke dela Vrilliere, 2 new title given 
to the Count de St Florentin, for his good and Joyal 
fervicgs in Britainy, went to carry hit the tatal fet- 
ter de Cachet, conceived in thefe terms: 





“ Coustr, 


“ The diffatisinGion I experience of your fervi- 
« ces, obliges me to banith you to Chanteloup, 
“* were thi will repair in four-and-twenty hours. 
>** Fwould have fent you nue tartheg it it had not 





Vou. lV, “ been 
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* been for the particulier eftiem I have for the 
* Datchefs de Choiteut, in whofe welfare fam much 
* imerefted Bécarefui that your cendua does nor 
w God ny Cavin, to beep you in he hely ree 
i my to keep you in ly pro- 


re a 

“The pretence of his collengue was a'hemiliating 
circumftance, a¢ this Mmifter, whele to the Duke 
a'Aiguillon, could not but have been inwardly very 
well pleafed with the meffage. Accordingly, the 
bamfhed man was sot the dupe of his compliment 
of candelence, ao Bethe ts 1 am porfitadled, 
Monfreur it, Mt in a 
ing at fk wligene. "Neyer da fever, hoe 
ever, go out of place with fo muck glory. His dif- 
grace was @ triumph, Although it bad been fignified 
to him not to recesey 207. ly during bis ftay at 
Paris, an immenfe erowd of people of ali forts left 
there names st his gete, and the Duke de Chartres, 
his particutar friend, forcing through every obftacle, 
threw himfelf into bis arms, and wept over him 

‘The next day, that of bis deperture, thofe who 
had not been able to fee the Duke de Choifeul, pla- 
ced themfelves upon his Palfage, and the road was 
lined with a double row of coaches 

Marfha! d’Efirées was the only one who did not 
join in the numerous acclamations, He was dying, 
und upon being informed of the difgrace of his capr~ 
tal enemy, the néws revived him The pela 5 is 
then gone, exclaimed he—I de fatisfied ¢ and foon after 
he expired. 

From whence could this excefs of fanaticifm fo 
faddenly eed ? Did the Duke de Choifeul de- 
ferve thofe regrets? Was his difgrace « real cala- 
mity to France ? It is certain, that at that time he 
was very much extolled; that this Minifter, who 
had been much cenfured, was become lately the 
idol of 2 certatn party, and of the blind multitude, 
who judge upon report, and faffer themfelves to be 
led by any one whofe intereft it is, or who bas an 
ardent defize to fecure their sifecions, The mem 
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bers of the Parliament, lefs undoubtedly from their 
sdediration of his talents, than from hatred to their 
common enemy, ‘affected to fay in all companies that 
he was the greatet minifter France bed ever, pro- 
duced ; that it would be the matt irreparable lofs 
the kingdom could futtain, if he were difgraced 4 
and, from this continual repetition of private praifes, 
a general concert of euloginm refulted, which was 
agreed to, though no man was well able to affign 
2 motive for his acquiefcence. It is by his meafures 
that he thoutd be judged ; by comparing the firna- 
tian hip departaneats were in when he took them, to 
thet in which he left them. 

‘The misfortunes of the war of 1756 cannot rea- 
fonably be attributed 10 him; the courfe of them 
was too far advanced, when he was raifed to the 
head of affeirs, for him to be able to produce any 
change upon this point. Some thanks ere even due 
to him for the peace, which would have been more 
ignominious on our part, had it not been for that fa- 
mily compaé, of which Spain alone had reafon to 
repent, although the did not appear to fignify any dif- 
pleafare to hie om that account, from the hopes he 

robably iafpired her with of better fuccefs in future, 

it would be tedious to recapitulate all bis eétions as 

Secretary of State for the maritime and military de- 
partments, and for foreign affairs, We thall only 
infift upon the fpirit of dependence which he had 
introduced in all the departments, und which was 
unprecedented ; upon his exceflive prodigality with 
regard to his creatures: fanlts which are inconfiftent 
with the charaéter of great Miniter, beceufe they 
neceflarily tend to thwart every soerprils of ge- 
ius becaule every thing at prefeat is by cal- 
culation, and that the Monarch the moft formidable, 
and the moft certain of cgnqueft, is he, who by his 
economy hes contrived to accumulate fufficiently to 
fa the expences of the war for a fooger time. 
Ig this point of view, all thofe deep end artful con- 
trivances to foment inteftine divifions, or to engage 
in foreign quarrels the nations moft dreaded by" hie 
matter, were mifepplied, inafmuch, as be facrificed 
z the 
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the treafures of the kingdom, in thefe projeéts, by 
which he enervated, and made it fill more ineapa- 
Ble of refuming its fuperioriry. When M.de Ver- 
gennes, Ambaffador from France to Conftantino~ 
ple—whom the Duke de Choifeu! preffed to make 
the Porte deciare war againit rhe Empiefs of Rufia— 
wrote to him: oc isayrbed Turks oe arms Lone 
ever yuu pleafe ; T mufi previoufly inform you, that 
they wn gid 5 that "e! war fs, turn out contrary 
to your intentwonr, by rendering Ruffia more glorious and 
mare powerful—thit negotiator fewed himfelf un- 
doubtedly much fupericr in politics 10 the Duke de 
Choifeul, 

‘The circumttance which fhews ftill more the depth 
ot his views, is, that notwithftanding fo many dif- 
advantages, it can fearce be doubted, bat that he 
had ferious thoughts of engeging France in another 
war; which his enemics acculed him of to the King, 
‘The orders he had given to the officers fent to India 
at this period, were abfolutely hoftile, as they have 
fince declared. He intended that it fhould have been 
begun by Spain; and ty meaus of the family com- 

at, his matter would have found himfelf engaged 
In it againgt his will, “the weaknefs of the character 
ot Lewis XV. made him certain that he would not 
‘efit the folicitations of that ally, which had fo larely 
Sienficed herfelf for him; and by that fame weak- 
nfs he was convinced, that, confeious of his want of 
« Minitter who had the management or fuch iety 
of intrigues, he would not dare to difmifs hier, 

‘The fubjet of the difference at that time, was 2 
Piectenion ot the Spaniards upon the Fafklend and 
E; 






jalouine Mlands, where they bad feized upon Port 
Egmont, from whence they had driven the Englith, 
"The latter complained loudly of an enterprife, which, 
according to thea», was nothing tefs than the infrac~ 
tion of the moft folemn treaties, and threatened to 
proceed io the lat extremities, if immediate {atis.* 
faction were not given to them ‘The conferences 
vere operes with # great deal of acrimony on both 
fides ; and the circumttance which contri: that 
Spain adted only by a foreige impelfe, is, that the 
‘ Duke 
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Duke de Choifeu! had fearce quitted the adminiftra- 
tion, than the face of the negotiations was changed, 
and his Catholic Majefty not only confented to dif- 
avow the enterprife upon Fort Eginont, and to return 
the Palkland iflands, but acceded even to a plain 
and fimple acceptation of the evacuation, without 
infifting upon a pacific examination of his rights, 
which had been at firft agreed wpe, but was foon 
refuled with haughtinefs by the Court of London, 
‘The expulfion therefore of this turbulent Minifter ac 
this critical period was a fortunate event. la vain 
did his partifans, not being very well able to parti~ 
cularize the good which he had done during his ad- 
miniflration, vaguely exclaim, that be kept the Eng- 
Ith in awe, that they were afraid of him; his re- 
treat, far from being the fignal of war, was on the 
contrary the fealing of the peace; neither have the 
enemies of Trance fince ventured, to the end of the 
reign, to take any advantage of her misfortunes, of 
her divitions, of her weaknefs, and of her humili- 
ation, 

‘Though the King had not the fame motives of dif- 
content again the Duke de Proflin as ageinft the 
Duke de Choiient, his difgrace was 2 neceffary con- 
fequence of the former. He reccived the fame day 
a lerer de Cachet wuch thorter, end more contemp- 
tuous. It fignified, ** I have no further occafion ee 
“ your fervices, and I banifh you to Praflin, where 
* you will repair in four and-twenty hours” Had 
it not been for the mortification of receiving fuch a 
meffage, the Nobleman would not have been much 
concerned at his retreat. He only kept his pott from 
motives of complaifance to his coufins and had no 
defire but for tranquility, which was his fecret with, 
His retreat from the naval department was not felt 
in the leatt 5 and yet, if we only confider the me- 
chanical part of his funétions, we fhall find that be 
had not fulfilled them improperly, and that he had 
caufed more uneafinefs to the rivals of France than 
his covfin, who was induftrioufly reprefented as the 
abje& of their terror, Sixty-four fhips were at that 
time reckoned in the ports, independent of thofe 

13 which 
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which were upon the ftock ; ell the materials necef- 
fary to copftru@ ten or twelve more, and about fifty 
large frigates or loops +: this was a prodigious re- 
efiablishmenc of the maritime forces of France in five 
or fiz years time, and fhewed what fhe might be 
able todo with economy; a favourite virtue, the 
advantage of which the Duke had experienced tn his 
own affairs, and which he applied with fuccels to 
thofe of the King. Perhaps it made him too much 
negleét the forming of failors and officers by more 
frequent armaments. Bur the mercantile branch of 
the navy might be able to fupply the firt objeét, and 
even the fecond, if he had had the power to change 
in this refpeét ‘the mode of adminiflration purfued 
among the officers of the Royal navy 

‘This was his capital fault Inftead of following 
the traces of his predeceffor, he only extended the 
Prerogatives, encouraged the intotence, the cepre~ 
dations, and the Juxury of that corps, by defroyirg 
the balance of power which had Leen eilablifhed in 
the arfenals buiweenthe Comnescert and the In- 
tendant, by the orconnance of 1669 me made the 
fir attack again thefe regulations,” which were 
foon ne; teétede and were fucceeded ‘by all the cap~ 
tices of the innovating perfons who came after him, 
He carried his complaifance for thefe Gentlemen fo 
far, as to attend to their amufements, by caufing 
peybenies to be conftruéted in the feveral ports, 
Ye laid the firft ftone to that of Breft, and affifted at 
the opening of it. If after a long difquifition of the 
famous procefs of the Direor of Lovifiana againtt 
the Governor of that colony—which the former, a 
victim to his grief, and perhaps to the atrocious 
crimes of his adverfary, had not the gond fortune to 
fee Bnithed—~M. de Kerrecel, Captain of a thip, the 
niilitary Commandant in queftion, was conviéted 
with ignominy: the reafor of this was, thar M, de 
Rochemore, of a diftinguifhed family, left after him, 


4} This isthe account the Doke de Praflin giver himfelf of 
hin admiaiftration, in bis leter to the Couat de Vergennes, 
which bas been mentioned. 
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toavenge his memory, an-a@ive and courageous wi- 
dow, who, by ‘dint of patience, folicitations, favour, 
and influence prevailed ageinit the threats of her 
powerfol adverfary. 

We may alfo objeét to the agminiftration of M. 
de Praflin, that defpotifm exercifed in the Colonies, 
and efpecially at Saint Domingp; where, by a dif- 
gufting a& of difhonefty, after the inhabitants had 
been compelled to buy themfelves off from the militic, 
this corps was foon after re-eftablithed ; and the 
Magiftrates, obliged to defend the inhabitants, with 
regard to the confequences of the diforders occa~ 
fioned by thefe troops, were treated with ftill greater 
indignity than thofe of the mother-country ; they 
were difturbed in their fyodions, threatened, arrefted 
and transferred to France, where, being made pri- 
foners, they were fuperfeded in their tribunal, in the 
tnoft legal manner, . 

The ceffion of Louifiana to Spain, though it was 
a difmembering of his department, was, without 
doubt, a faule rather to be attributed to the Minifler 
for foreign affairs than tohjm, We fhall not exa~ 
mine how far it was a fault in politics, to give wy 
acouniry the moft fertile, healthy, diveriified, an 
mott beautiful ip the world; we have faid enov, 
on this point, But we cannot avoid Jamenting his 
indolence in not obtaining a refolution of the Coun- 
cil upon the complaints addreffed to him by the un- 
fortunate inbabitants of that colony, and in not urging 
their remonftrances to the King s and laftly, in ne~ 
ghedting to do them juftice with regard to the barfh, 
or rather barbarous treatment, which thefe com- 

laints drew upon thofe unfortunate people, when 2 
Rreien Governor, without any form of trial, canfed 
twelve of the moft illuftrious Chiefs of New Orleans 
to be thot, whofe pretended crime was only their 
blind attachment to a matter who did not deferve it, 
and who, befides, made over, without their confent, 
to a foreign Sovereign, a rightof life and death, 
which be had not himéelf. 

It would have been an ill-advifed flep of the 
Cliancellor, after the expaltion of the Choifeals, not 

4 to 
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to have fuffered the ferment of the Parliament to 
fubfide, at leaft for awhile. He made ufe of the 
Prince of Condé for this purpofe. He knew that 
this Prince, in love with the Princefs of Monaco, 
who fued for 2 divorce from her hufband, had a 
ftrong defirs to have this caufe tried, which had 
‘been interrupted with the ordinary courfe of juttice. 
M. de Maupeou employed this illuftrious agent to 
give the Magiftrates to underfland, chat 1f the: 
would reaffume their fuoGtions, his Majefty was dif- 
pofed to withdraw the edi&. Deceived by fo auguit 
an interpofition, they returned to their datie: 
expreffed their gratitude to bis Highnefs by expe- 
diting immediately, and favourably, the affair in 
which he interefte¢ himfelf. But Bon after, freth 
and more precife letters of command undeceived 
them, They were obliged to remain again with the 
Chambers affembled, and to conne@, in fome de- 
ee, the interefts of the nation with their own:—— 
they refolved, et the fame time, tbat they intere 
tupted the examination of the affairs of individuals, 
to employ themfelves in every thing that concerned 
public affairs; and confequently that of the corn be- 
ing one of the n.of effential, they entered upon it 
by an affeGed zeal, of which the people were not 
dupes. _ 

The Ch acellor, msfter of the field, tock advan- 
tage of the circumftance, to declare to the King, 
that this was the proper moment to fecare his au- 
thority for ever, and to prevent the infurre@ion of 
his Parliaments, by being firm, by difplaying all the 
feverity of his juftice, and by ftriking of, if it were 
neceflary, fome of the heads of the moft mutinous, 
in order that the Magiftrates might be fenfble chat 
bar Lesh Tonger a * 

'o unde: this expreffion, unbecoming a: it 
Should feem in the prefent circumftances we muft 
be informed, thar the Firft Prefident having, before 
this, carried to the King the reprefentations of his 
Fompany of the 3d December, his Majefty atked 
him for them, ‘threw them into the fire, and af- 
terwards gave him» paper, which ought, according 

to 
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to cultom, to contain his anfwer: How great was 
the farprize of M. d’Aligre, on opening it, to read 
thefe words !——Tour Majefly mufl ifen to the repre~ 
fertation with a great deal of il! temper ; you mufl ap- 
pear to be eery angry, throws the inte the fire, 
He was obliged to go again, and to afk the Chen~ 
cellor whether cthofe were really the King’s words 
which he wasto carry back. This difconcerted 2 
fittle the Lord Chief Juftice. 

The more effe&tually to recommend his conduct 
tothe King, M, de Maupeou gave him to uoder- 
ftund, that whatever turn matters dhould take, the re- 
fult would be the fame one way or the other, If 
the Parliament, returning to their duty, and convinced 
of the will of the Sovereign, should conform to the 
edia, it would become a law, from which they could 
no more depart, without the crime of difobedience, 
and they deprived themfelves for the fature of the fe- 
vera] pretences which they had hitherto urged, to co- 
ver their feditious proceedings: —if, on the contrary, 
the: wfevered in their oppofition, there never 
could be a more juttificble reafon for depriving re- 
fra€tory Magiftrates of their offices, and replacing 
them by others, who would accept the conditions 
preferibed tothem, He was fully perfuaded that 

fe thould always preferve a Kernel of a Parliament— 
that was his expreffion—as at Paw and at Rennes, 
and that this would be fofficient to form another 
Court with eafe. He depended upon the moft on- 
merous part of the Grand Chamber, upon the Abbés, 
and upon his creatures, who would throw off the 
maik upon occafion, The whole corps not being able 
to be fhaken, he expeéted to triumph by attacking 
its members feparately. 

The fame night, at the fame hour, they i 
were all awakened in the name of the vm the 
King. Two moufguetaires entered their 19% © 
chamber, and prefented to them the or- 20% Fan. 
der to reaffume their fun@ions—to anfwer 177" 
in writing Yes or No—and to fign that word alone 
without periphratis or modification. In fat, feveral 
even of the firmeft ere orimscated by this ftep: 
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—cpartaking of the alarms of their wivee, of their 
eBildren, and of their family in tears, they had the 
weakne(s to retra& ; but st the inflent when their 
enemy was applauding bimfelf for the ftratagem, and 
was giving an account of it to his Majefty, reani- 
sated by their brethren, and united the next day in 
a body, they difavowed the error of the night. 

Matters were too far advanced on both fides, and 
there was no poffibility of retra@ing ‘The following 
night the Magiflrates were again awakened An off. 
cer of the Council notified to each of them a decree 
of Council, declaring that their employments were 
confifcated, and forbidding them, for the future, to 
exerci(e any of their fundions, or even to affume 
the title of Members of the Parliament. ‘This offi- 
cer was fearce withdrawn, when fome moufguetaires 
entered, and brought them letters de cachet, which 
banished them all to different places, and at 2 great 
cittanee from each other. 

All this condu& was fo ftrange, and fo odious, 
that the Chancellor was himfelf cuped by it, and, 
being forfaken by his own partifans, had not that 
kernal of a Parhkament upon which he depended, 
‘There was not a fingle Magiftrate who did not 
readily fubmit to his punifhment, and the King's 
Council only remained. He was a man of refources, 
and obviated this firtt difficulty, by coming himfelf 
to inftall the Council, which was to be fubftituted 
to the Parliament, He has fince owned, that in the 
firft moment of the ferment st that time in Paris, 
he had been obliged to arm himfelf with courage, 
and was not at his eafe when he went to the Palais, 
His apprehenfions foon fubGided. ‘The fcene paffed 
in pretence of an immenfe crowd of the moft diftine 
guifhed perfons of the Court, the military, and the 
citizens of all ranks, without any thing more than 
confternetion being exprefied. When this firft fen- 
fation wi fled, the ‘srifians recovered their chear- 
fulnefs, and the Gentlemen of the Council efcaped 
with only the jefts, farcafms, and epigrams of the 
wits, aed the hootings of the populace. 





After 
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After having ereéted this phantom of a tribunal, 
which gave him time for recolle@tion, M. de Mau-~ 

uu had but two things more to fear: that the 
Ehatelee would ceafe their funGions in Paris, and 
that the Parliament of the provinces would do the 
fame He prevented the fet inconvenience by 
avoiding e!l collufion between the fuperiar and infe~ 
rior Court, till he had bribed the chiefs; and with 
regard to the fecond, he managed with great cun- 
ning and dexterity. He caufed a report to be 
fpread by his emilfaries, that the fufpention of the 
affa’ individuals, agreed on by the Parliament of 
Paris, had been the capital fault committed by that 
banifhed corps; that without this circumftance, 
the Chancellor would never have been able to exe- 
cute his projets of revenge; and that he was very 
defirous that the other claifes fhould aé in the fame 
manner, that he might have 2 pretence for deftroy- 
ing them in their turn. ‘Thefe infidious reports a- 
larmed them; fo that, inftead of fending in their 
refignations all st once, or remaining inthe Chambers 
affembled, and thus interrapting the whole courfe 
‘of juftice from one end of the kingdom to the other, 
and by this general calamity infpiring the people 
with a falutary fear exciting their refpectful remon- 
ftrances, inviting the Princes, the Peers, and the 
Great, to fecond them, and prompting the King with 
a defire to hear them, and to be informed of his er- 
ror, and of making him fenfible of the neceflity 
of it—thefe Companies contented themfelves with 
fending a multiplicity of remonftrances, which the 
Monarch never read, and which only appeared in 
public as myfterious aod criminal papers ; they, on 
the contrary, redoubled their zeal in expediting the 
caufes, and gave occafion to the faying, that they 
fteod in need of that lath of the whip. The Chan- 
cellor, by this means, acquired Teifure to continue 
his bufine(s with eafe, and to execute his proje& for 
the regeneration of the Magitracy. 

He began by creating fx {uperior councils, at 
Arras, Blois, Chaalons, Clermont, Lyons, end Por 
tiers, The fpecious pretence for thefe eftablith- 

ments 
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ments was to forward the difpatch of affairs, by di- 
minifhing the extent of the jurifdi@ion of the Par- 
Tiament ; and the real motive was, to facilitate the 
method of sequiring a fuficieot number of perfons 
to complete his new Court, by thus reducing the 
numbét of its members, When the firf ftroke was 
given, he no longer dreaded te appear a fecond time 
in the Palais, to regifter the edi€t for the creation of 
thefe Councils, He there pronounced 2 fpeech, the 
purport of which was, to infinuate to the nation, 
that nathing could be mose happy for them, than 
the arrangements announced ; but that it had been 
neceffary to take advantage of the inoment in which 
ihe ancient Magiftrates had difappeared, 10 put a ftop 
to confulion, and to the magnitude of the evil; to 
free the courfe of juftice from its refiraints ; and, ia 
a word, to produce a more fortunate fiate of regu- 
larity and order, which bad fo long been withed for. 
Befides this firft advantage, he announced reforma- 
tions no lefs falutary, fuch as the foppredling the 
Yerality of afices 5 rere the sdminifration 
of jaftice gratuitous ; ing proceedings ; 
and of f ilitating the punifhment af cies 
Having thus confiderably leffened the jerifdidion 
of the Parliament, he employed himfelf in finding 
perfons fit to compofe it 5 Bad. he reduced them to 
the number of feventy-five, The Grand Council had 
anore chan ever reafon to complain of that Company, 
which, fince they hed reaffumed their furGions, 
had not ceafed to perplex them. M. de Maupeou 
aurned his views towards that Court, and flattered 
himfelf that he fhould find the greateft part of 
them obedient to his impulfe ; more efpecially as 
that tribumal was the only one that had remained 
thamefully filent with refpe& to the outrages com- 
mitted againft the Magiftracy and the Laws. The 
Chamber of Accounts, although not lefs oppreffed 
and defpifed by its rival, was at that time agicared 
by @ patriotic ferment, not likely to be lafting, 
but yet which left him no hopes of deriving any 
advantage from them ; and as for the Court of Aids, 
he on the contrary thought it neceflary to fupprefs 
them, 
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them, in order to avoid the petition he expected 
from them, He thought himfelf fortunate even in 
feducing fome of their members. Some he chofe 
from among the order of Advocates, and, convinced 
of the neceflity of forming his aifembly fpeedily, 
he was not wey nice about the remainder. He was 
admirably well ferved refpeéting the ecclefiattical 
members, by the Archbifhop of Paris, who gave 
him his own nephew. In this manner he colle@ed 
two-thirds of his Counfellors. The Great Bench, 
which was only to be compofed of five Prefidents, 
including the Fist, was that which gave the moft 
trouble to this new creator: not that he was in 
want of perfons who afpired to the honour of the 
Mortier, but no one would venture to break the ice. 
He was obliged to have recourfe to men of diftinc- 
tion, but whofe characters were tainted, and gave 
them for Chief a Counfellor of ftate inferior 10 theti- 
felves. This was the intendant of Paris, Berthier 
de Sauvigny, a man of very moderate abilities, and 
of whofe docility he was well affured; he was be- 
fides wery rich. As he was ruled by his wife, the 
Chancellor excited her vanity and ambition. She 
determined her hufband, who, on the day before 
his inftallation, #i!] sfhamed of the part he hed un- 
dertaken, had not dared to declare himfelf, and 
fetched deep fighs at Madame Berthier’s, without 
any one’s being able to form a conje@ure on the 
caufe of his grief, which -was not even fuspetted, 
‘The Bar was not eafy to be compofed: notwith- 
Manding the weaknefs of that body, and the Chan- 
cellor’s perfusfions, he could not prevail upon them 
to affociate with the new tribunal. He only found 
young Fleuri, a rowé*, in the ftrongeft feafe of the 
word, oppreffed with debts , a flave to an avaricious 
womap, who, by being pighly bribed, determined 
to remain the only one of bis corps, and to accept 
the poft of Attorney-General ; which fhe confidered 
lefs on the fide of the dignity, than on that of the 
immenfe profit the propoted. to make of it. With 


© A man who deferves the gallows. 
regard 


2 THE PRIVATE LIFE 


regard to the Solicitors General, reduced to two, 
at one time he imagined he fhould get them from 
the CounciL For the firft of them, he had in view 
M. de Tolozan, fon tos merchant at Lyons, a man 
who efteemed himfelf too fortunate to illuftrate 
himfelf thus at once, by obtaining one of the firk 
potts in the Magiftracy, He had juft Served in the 
Court of the Mint of ‘that City, and had exercifed 
his fonétions ina confined manner. Although to- 
tally ignorant of the firft principles Of jurifpredence ; 
alcbough his elocution as well as his perfon was 
heavy, yet he had a fund of vanity, which was a 
tubftitute for every thing; he looked upon himfelf 
as the oracle of the Council, and, by his perfeve~ 
rance in labour, he fapplied his deficiency with re- 
fpe& to facility. M.de Tolozen, too much devoted 
to the Chancellor to venture to oppofe him openly, 
had but one apprehenfion, which was, that the 
brilliant fituation offered him would not be lating. 
He fortunately had a friend, whofe name was M, 
de la Gourée, « Counfellor of merit, whom he cone 
fulted, ‘This man diffuaded him, infifted upon it shat 
he fhould decline; and, left M. de Maupeoa, by 
his feducing language, fhould gain him over a fe- 
cond time, he took him away into the country, 
where this Matter of Requefts pretended ilinefs, till 
the importunity was paffed, by the appointment of 
ether Solicitors General, M. de Giac,a man of low ex- 
traGion, as well a3 his colleague, was the fecond 
upon whom the Chancellor depended; he availed 
humfelf of the example given him by his fuperior 
in office, to exenfe himfelf, and M. de Maupeou 
was obliged to appoint two perfons taken from the 
Magiftrates of other Courts, 

his great work of the Chancellor could: not be 
finithed ta lefs than feveral months, and ftill. in ao 
imperfe@ manner. When he had colleéted members 
enough to eftablifh his phantom of a Parliament, he 

April caufed a Red of Juftice to be holden, at 
9 * which none of the Princes affifted, except 
the children of France, and the Count dela arts 

whic. 
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which made the King fay to the latter, when he faw 
bim, You are welcome; we fhall have none of our re- 
lations here, ‘Lhe Count de Ta Marche knew this 
before his Majefty ; the other Princes of the Blood, 
after having in vain exerted the greatefl efforts to 
keep him away, had entered a proteft againft every 
thing that fhould pafs there, and had again fent to 
his Highnefs at midnight, to prefs him to accede to 
it. At this Bed of Juflice,the laf and moft memor- 
able, that is to fay, the moft difaftrous in the reign 
of Lewis XV. three ediéts were read: the firft, for 
the diffolution of the prefent Parliament 5 the fecond, 
for the fuppreffion of the Court of Aids ; and the 
third, for the transformation of the Grand Council 
intoa new Parliament, The King clofed the firting 
with this thort fpeech : 
“ You have juft heard my intentions ; it Is my will 
that they fhould be executed. I command you 
to begin your functions next Monday: my Chan- 
cellor will go to inftel] you. I forbid all delibera~ 
tions contrary to my will, and all reprefentations 
‘in favour of the ancient Parliament; for 1 will 
never change,” 
His Majefty pronounced thete laft words, an ef- 
pecially the word newer with an energy which im- 
fed terror in the whole affembly. This was a 
lubtle contrivance of the Chancellor's, who, aware 
of the little dependence there was to be placed upon 
the refolutions of his Matter, was defirous of tying 
him down by this authentic sffurance. Accordingly, 
feveral Peers could not credit among others, 
the Duke de Nivernois, one of the thirteen pro- 
tefters again this infra&ion of ihe conftitutional 
Jaws of the monarchy, and one who had joined in 
the proteft of the Princes. Madame Dubarri having 
met him foon after the Bed of Juftice, ftopped him, 
and faid, Jr is te be hoped, Monfieur le Duc, that you 
will give up your eppefition; for you have heard it; 
the King has faid that he would nuven change—Yes, 
Madam, anfwered he artfully, but he was looking at 
ym, 
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‘That very evening the Chancellor went for the 
third time to the Pylais, to inftall the new Parlia- 
ment, All Paris was upon the road of Verfailles, 
eager to fee thofe iftrates, whofe ignominy 
femed to chara@terife their new-born dignity. M, 
Lambert alone, Dean of the Grend Council, re~ 
turning from Verfailles, where he had learnt, for 
the firft time, the part he was intended to adt, had 
the courage to withdraw him(elf from the yoke, 
and to go to his own houle, inftead of going to 
the Sefftons ; and having afterwards received a let- 
ter de Cachet, which ordered him to join his brethren, 
he only fat upon the Flowers-de-luce, to proteft more 
authentically againkt his appearance, and to reproach 
the other members with their meannefs; which 
drew fome of them away: but the majority had the 
¢ffrontery to remain, and this was fufficient for the 
moment, This tribunal was very precarious: 4l~ 
moft abandoned by the members of the former, they 
had neither Advocates, Attornies, nor Pleaders. 
Expofed to jokes, to derifion, to witticifms, and to 
fcurrilous pamphlets, they were befides condemned 
by the Parliaments, which accumulated upon the 
members contemptuous decrees, calling them in- 
traders, perjured, violators of theix oaths*, and which 
previoufly declared all a¢ts iffued from them void and 
‘of no effe&t. So many contradictions could not dif- 
concert M. de Meupeow. He knew that authorit 
which perfeveres, which knows how to difpenfe 
careffes and threats, rewards or punifhments, with 
propriety, is certain evailing, in 2 country, 
Fret batenets, abjed condition, aed corruption of 
which he was acquainted with, His only care was 
to maintain Lewis XV, in the difpofitions he had 
inftilled into him; to preferve the power his Ma+ 
jefty had incrufted him with ; and to encourage him 
to trike with expedition all the blows thet were 
neceffacy to obtain his end. Por this pr fe, he 
kept up a ftri&t connexion with the Duke d’ Aiguillon 
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end the Countefs Dubarri ; and it was at thofe fup- 
pers which the Jatter gave to her illuftrious lover, 
that the continued to make him fign feveral orders 
that were wanted, and which his pufillanimous or 
berievolent mind would, perhaps, have refufed, had 
his head been cool. Sometimes he was intimidated 
by the example of Charles 1. whofe piflure the 
favourite had bought. She ufed to lead bim up to 
this pi@ure; ‘ Behold that unfortunate Monarch,” 
faid the to him; “ Your Parliaments would, per- 
“haps, have ended by treating you as he was 
“ treated by the Parliament of England, if you hed 
* not had a Minifter intrepid enough to oppofe their 
* enterprifes, and fet their menaces at defance.” 
By thefe, or fimilar means, all more or lefs mena, 
but multiplied and varied ad infinitum, and propor- 
tioned to perfons, places, times, and circumttances, 
the Chancellor arrogated to bimfelf the moft dan- 
gerous portion of the fovereign power, and was af- 
imilated to the antient Maires du Palais®. ‘Ihe Jet- 
ters de Cachet were iffued, the prifons opened, the 
military and the Commandants of the provinces 
marched at his pleafure ; and, if no blood was {pile 
upon the feaffolds, ir was becaufe there was no pa~ 
triot to be found futficiently firm to deferve it, All 
the individuals in the fubaltern Magiftracy, who did 
aot obey the orders of M de Maupeon with proper 
readinels, were oppreffed, or deprived of their of- 
fices ; all thofe who wrote againit his operations, or 
who publicly cenfured them, were thrown into 
rifon. If any of the foreign gazettes took that lie 
erty, the introduétion of them was forbidden, On 
the contrary, he made hiafelf be extolled in the 
other newfpapers, which he kept in pay at @ ver: 
at_expence. Even the Gazette of France, % 
‘amous for its veracity, was become the organ of 
felthood and calumny. At leaft, by his artful ad- 
vertifements, in which truth and f@tion were blend- 
ed, he diffufed with rapidity the news he wifhed ta 
have credited, and kept up the illufion which iy was 


® Sees pamphlet of the time, intituled, Le Maire du Palsis, 
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his interett to produce, in order to determine thet 
multitude of men, who are only influenced by ex- 
adiple, ‘and to obtain his various purpofes. 

Phe remainder of the year pafied in the deftrnc- 
tion of the feveral corps, which he fappreffed, and 
reftored again as he had occafion for them, by con 
pofing them of esfons who were devoted to him, 
1 hus it is, that be feveral Parliaments. of the pro- 
vinces, after having ftruggled fome time againit 
that which was to be affimilated to them, were al- 
ternately annihilated and revived. ‘Then it was that 
we faw refuming their feats ppon thofe fame flowers~ 
de-luce, Magittrates who had lately covered with 
indelible infamy thofe who fhould dare to introduce 
themfelves in that affembly, by @ Gmilar a&_ of 
bafenefs, A whole body from among them, for- 
getting their pride, from a fovereign court, which 
they previoufly were, confented to be noihing more 
thana fubsltern tribunal, and all the Magiftracy of 
the kingdom, renewed at Martinmas, was no longer 
compofed of any thing elfe but intruders or fchif- 
matics, 

‘M, de Maupeou, in this circumttance, effected 
more than the Regent ins fimilar cafe had ventured 
to flatter himfelf with ; who agreed, that Ae had the 
power tv make the lawyers hold their tongues, but mt to 
make them feck. ‘The Chancellor carried this point ; 
his new tribunal was foon fupplied with a confider- 
able number of lawyers, eloquent orators, and with 
carious and interefling caufes, which drew as nu- 
merous an wudience as on the brilliant days of the 
antient Palais, 

‘The general courfe of juttice being thus re-cftab- 
lifhed, Lewis XV. for the firlt time, felt the fweets 
of being his own mafter, of doing every thing he 
chofe, without oppofition, without addreffes or re~ 
monftrances, and of feeing bimfelf no more befet 
with red or black gowns, which bad been inceffantly 
tormenting him for the {pace of fifty years. M. de 
Maupeou fecured to him another advantage, of 
much greater value to his miftrefs, to his favourites, 
and to the greedy courtiers, who ferrogaded the 

throne 
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throne with greater importunity than ever. This 
was, to have regittered all the money-edicts, which 
the fpirit of finance could invent, and to increafe and 
extend them at pleafure. The Chancellor in this 
operation had burdened the public treafury with a 
debe of fourteen or fifteen millions*, which he had 
difpofed of to feduce and corrupt, but efpecially to 
ay the multitade of informers and {pies he bad at 
ii? wages He had loaded the State with about 
a hundred millions to be reimburfed, or with an 
intereft of five millionst per annum, Jt was necef- 
fary to provide for this increafe of expences, and 
to reward al} thofe famifhed members, of which he 
had compofed his newly iniiituted tribunals, In or- 
der that juftice fhould be adminittered without ex~ 
pence, the land tax was increafed in all the pro= 
viaces, which thus brought this pretenced benefit 
ata very dear rate. 4 Dixieme was fettled upon 
the perpetual annuities, and a Quingieme upon life 
annuities: the marc of gold was doubled, tripled, 
and quadrupled; one per cent. was fixed updn 
all employments under Government ; the Nobility 
who had acquired their patents were obliged to 
pay for them a fecond time ; and the fous lai upon 
every pound were extended as far as eight. After 
a peace of fix years, the firt Vingtieme was pro- 
longed indefinitely, and the fecond for ten years, 
cach of them upon freth ediéts, which gave a free 
courfe to the vexations of thofe who collected thefe 
taxes; vexations which hitherto the Parliament had 
at leatt put a ftop to, and which made thefe two 
Vingtiemes account to three or four. In @ word, it 
was fuificient to propofe to the Minifter of the Fi- 
nances any method to burthen the nation, that it 
thoald be adopted. In the fpace of one day there 
were as many as eleven money-edifts brought to the 
Palais ; which furnithed an opportunity of declaring 
with reafon, in a publication at the time, that 


© About fix bundred thoufand pounds. 
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Lewis XV. had fingly impofed a greater number of 
taxes than all his fixty-five -predeceffors together 4, 
aM here was no longer any thing facred; not only all 
Private property was attacked, but public depofits 
were allo plundered with impunity. The capita- 
tions of the provinces were violated. Normandy, 
reduced to two fuperior Councils, had feen without 
commotion the right of having a Parliament in the 
province taken from her. The States of Britany 
were threatened to be fuppreffed, if they were not 
obedient to the will of the Court, and they became 
tra@able, The liberty of the citizens was not more 
refpeéted. Near feven hundred Magiftrates were 
banithed, the prifons were glutted with captives, the 
Princes of the Blood were difgraced, and kept at 
a diftance fromthe Court. Such was the ftate of the 
kingdom, which the general infenfibilicy rendered 
more defperate, becaufe it prevented any remedy from 
being forefeen. Frange had unloubtedly experienced 
paroxyfms infinitely more violent, but had never been 
plunged into fo profound and ftupid « lethargy. In- 
dividuals had no energy, and all bouics of men were 
reduced ta filence. The Nobility of a frontier ee: 
vince having affembled to appeal againft the irfrac- 
tion of thier privileges, a Commiffioner, aflited by 
an officer of the police, had the boldnefs to feparate 
the members, to carry off feveral of them, and arrived 
fafe and unmolefted at Paris with the victims, The 
Chiefs of the nation fuffered themfelves to be braved 
with impunity by the author of the revolution; and 
the firft Prince of the Blood was infulted, even in 
his palace, by a Minifler ; who upon coming out, be- 
came only the more audacious and impudent. Pub- 
lications, indeed, and pamphlets appeared, containing 
much excellent matter, but which, being neither 
avowed nor figned by any one, bore no marks of au- 
theaticity, and announced rather timidity and con- 
fternation, than any other fentiment, in the authors. 

‘wo of them only (one of whom wrote in a foreign 
country) ventured to affix their names; and the nation 
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mutt not forget to record thofe defenders, diftin- 

ithed till more by their zeal than by their high 
Birks They were Count Lauragais and the Vifcount 
@Aubuffon. 

But it was not fufficient for the Chancellor to 
have put a ftop to all remonttances, to have flified 
even the groan, and lamentations of the people, and 
to have lulled the nation while upon the brink of the 

recipice ; it was alfo neceffary to take care that the 
King thould only be furrounded with perfons, whofe 
bufinefs it was to entertain him in that fatal ftate of 
fecurity to which the Chancellor had brought him, 
and to quiet hisanxiety and remorfe, ever ready to 
retura It was in this view that he hed formed the 
Council of members interefted in maintaining and 
confirming the revolution. Since the difmiflion of 
the Duke de Praflin, the marine department had 
continued vacant; the Duke d’Aiguillon had once 
been appointed to it, but he had been given to un~ 
derftan’, that it was improper for him to enter into 
office, jutt at the time when marked out to the pub- 
lic eye by defamatory memorials from the States of 
Britany, which were fill fitting; he could not but 
increafe the ferment and commotions among them: 
that it was neceffary he should wait till he had been 
once more cleared by the Royal authority, and till 
men were a little ufed to view him ina ftate of inno= 
ence, from which he bad been far diftant for a long 
time paft, The Abbé Terrai had been intrufted in 
the interim with the adminiftration of this depart- 
auent, and would have been very well pleafed to con- 
tinue it; but he was toomuch wanted to dire& the 
berrri ou was therefore fixed to that department, 
and M. de Boynes was ‘inted to that o! . 

the navy. This was given him by M, de 9“PrH 
Maupeou, asa reward for the fervices he had rene 
dered him in affitting his operations: he was par- 
ticularly a violent enemy to the Parliaments, very 
well calculated to harangue in Council, and to in- 
valicate the arguments of eny perfon who fhould 
venture to fpeak in tbeir favour, 
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Lewis XV. had fingly impofed a greater nusiber of 
taxes than all his ixty-fve spredeceffors together +, 
There was no longer any thing facred; not only all 
private propert was attacked, but public depofits 
were alfo plundered with impunity. The capita- 
tions of the provinces were violated. Normandy, 
reduced to two fuperior Councils, had feen without 
commotion the ri; Ee of having a Parliament in the 
‘province taken from her. ‘The States of Britany 
were threatened to be fupprefied, if they were not 
obedient to the will of the Court, and they became 
tra@able. The liberty of the citizens was not more 
refpedted, Near feven hundred Magittrates were 
banithed, the prifons were glatted with captives, the 
Princes of the Blood were difgraced, and kept at 
a diftance fromthe Court. Such was the ftate of the 
kingdom, which the general infenfibiligy rendered 
more defperate, becaufe it prevented any remedy fron 
being forefeen. Frange had undoubtedly expertenced 
paroxyfms infinitely more violent, but had never been 
plunged into fo profound and flupid a lethargy, In- 
dividuals had no energy, and all boics of men were 
reduced to filence. The Nobility of a frontier pro- 
vince having affembled to appeal againt the irfrac- 
tion of thier privileges, a Commiffioner, affifted by 
an officer of the police, had the boldnefs to feparate 
the members, to carry off feveral of them, and arrived 
fafe and unmolefted at Paris with the victims, ‘The 
Chiefs of the nation fuffered themfelves to be braved 
with impunity by the author of the revolution; and 
the firft Prince of the Blood was infulted, even in 
his palace, by a Minifler; who upon coming out, be- 
came only the more audacious and impudent. Pub- 
lications, indeed, and pamphlets appeared, containing 
much excellent matter, but which, being neither 
avowed nor figned by any one, bore no marks of au- 
thenticity, and announced rather tinidity and con- 
fternation, than any other fentiment, in the authors. 
‘Two of them only (one of whom wrote in a foreign 
country) ventured to affix their names; and the nation 
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muft not forget to record thofe defenders, diftin- 
jthed fill more by their zeal than by their high 
Bich. ‘They were Count Lauragais and the Vifcount 
d’Aubnifon, 
But it was not fufficient for the Chancellor to 
have put a ftop to all remonftances, to have fiffed 
even fe groan, and lamentations of the people, and 
to have lulled the nation while upon the brink of the 
precipice 3 it was alfo neceffary to take care that the 
ing fhould onty be furrounded with perfons, whofe 
bufinefs it was to entertain him in that fatal ttate of 
fecurity to which the Chancellor had brought him, 
and to quiet his anxiety and remorfe, ever ready to 
return It was in this view that he had formed the 
Council of members interefted in maintaining and 
confirming the revolution. Since the difiniffion of 
the Duke de Praflin, the marine department had 
continued vacant; the Duke d’Aiguillon had once 
been appointed to it, but he had been given to un- 
deritand, that it was improper for him toenter iato 
office, juft at the time when marked out to the pub- 
lic eye by defamatory memorials from the States of 
Britany, which were fill fitting; he could not but 
increafe the ferment and commotions among them: 
that it was neceffary he thould wait till he had been 
once more cleared by the Royal authority, and till 
men were a little ufed to view him ina ftate of inno- 
cence, from which he bad been far diftant for a long 
time paft, The Abbé Terrai had been intrufted in 
the interim with the adminiftration of this depart 
ment, and would have been very well pleafed to con 
tinue it ; but he was toomuch wanted to direct the 
poner} sud was therefore fixed to that department, 
and M. de Boynes was appointed to that o! p 
the navy. ‘This was given. him by M, de 94Prit 
Maupeou, asa reward for the fervices he had rene 
dered hiin in affifting his operations: he was par- 
ticularly a violent enemy. to the Parliaments, very 
well calculated to harangue in Council, and to in- 
validate the arguments of any perfon who fhould 
venture (o fpeak in their favour. 
* Twa 
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6 ‘Two months after this the Duke d’Aiguil- 
Fane. ton was declared Minifter of foreign affairs 5 
this was another excellent acquifiion to the anti-Par- 
Hiamentary party, for there wes no apprehenfion that 
fo implacable an adverfary fhould ever be induced to 
change his fentiments, The war department hed 
been refufed by the Count du Muy, who, unwilling 
to bend the knee tothe idol, looked upon the Court 
as too corrupt, and the Miniitry in particular as too 
abjett for him to be connected with them: he was 
too virtuous to govern under a Prince furrounded with 
every kind of vice; and feemed, in 2 word, to re- 
ferve himfelf by infpiration for a more fortunate pe 
riod, Indefault of this Nobleman, who, notwith- 
ftanding all his autterity, was in fome refpecs well 
calculated for the advancement of their fyftem by 
his religions views, and his conne@ion with the 
Clergy fo zealous in fupport of the Chancellor's plans, 
they contented theinfelyes with the Marquifs de 
Monteynard, a weak man, of no great merit in his 

rofelhon, and very ignorant in every other refpect, 

ut who at leaft, had neither the abilities nor the re~ 
folution to thwart them, They were fare of the Duke 
de la Vrilltere, who had fo many reafons to dread 
the Apparitions *, and likewife of M. Bertin, a man of 
tow cunning, whofe condy@, when he was Comptrol- 
Jer-General, had announced bis inclination to defpo- 
tifm, Finally, the Abbé Terrai, above all, could 
not but oppofe, with his utmoft ftrength, a repeal 
which would be fcarce lefs faralto himfelf than to 
M, de Maupeou. 

‘The Chancellor having nothing to fear on the part 
of the Miniftry, was employed in determining, by de~ 
grees, the fuppreffed Magiftrates to appear to ace 
quiefce in his operation, by accepting the reimburfe~ 
ment of their expences, He imagined, indeed, that 
the length of the exile, the inconvenience of tRe 
places, and the fear of lofing the profits of their of- 
fices, would have an effe& upon many ; he knew that 


@ Revenans, ea expredfion thea ufedfor the Parliaments, as 
it bad before been appliedto the Jefuits. 
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feveral of them waited only for an example, and 
eaufed itto be given by the Chief of the Company. 
M, @’Aligre, who ought to have held out to the lait, 
was the frit to fign his refignation, to receive the 
reimburfement of his appointment, and to appear at 
the Chancellor's. The fear of confinement, which 
the latter threatened him with, avarice, and the de~ 
fire of participacin again in the pleafures of Paris, 
were the powerful motives which determined him: 
‘The Great Bench foon followed his example, and it 
was not long before the Counfellors imitated them ; 
thefe naturally drew after them all the Parliaments 
of the provinces. One circumftance particularly 
flattered this modern reformer of the judicature ; 
this was to fee Marfhal Briffac, that knight-errant of 
aramantic turn, worthy of the times of ancient chi- 
walry, become low and mean by dint of ambition, 
take the oath as Governor of Paris, before the Sieur 
de Sauvigny, and a without fhame before an il- 
legal tribunal, zepro! by the Princes, by part of 
the Dukes and Peers, and by the moft numerous and 
moft refpectable part of the nation, But the defec- 
tion of the Prindes, which happened 2 year after, 
was ftill a much greater triumph to M. de Man- 
eou, 
3 ‘Thefe Princes were known to be fo effeminate and 
fervile, that their proteft had been read with afto- 
nifhment. Not that this compofition had given any 
kind of fatisfa&tion ; on the contrary it was tedious, 
diffufe, perplexed, full of law terms, and written in 
a harfh and barbarous ftile; and would lefs have 
been taken for the expreflion of the fentiment of the 
nerous Chiefs of a frank and loyal nation, than for 
the a&@ of chicanery of fome fubtle lawyer, endea- 
vouring ta tie down the client, whofe probity he is 
indoubt of #. Ic is afferted, that this was the inten~ 
tion of the perfons who drew it up; who, takin; 
advantage of this inftant of energy in thofe ay; 
perfonages, had thus confined them as much as they 
tonld, in order to make it almoft impoffiole for them 


‘* See Englith Spy. 
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fed at Court, in which he was reprefented with 2 
whip in his hand, chaftizing the other Princes, who 
had degraded and debafed themfelves, and were be- 
come the fport of the Chancellor, and the agents of 
defpotiim. 

‘Lhere only remained the protefting Peérs, who, 
from the beginning, bad not much alarmed the Chan- 
cellor, ince he had not even deigned to banith them, 
Lhe manner in which they ad proalced, merely by 
feparatc writings, depofited in the hands of notaries, 
from whence they might withdraw them whenever 
they chofe, already announced their pufillanimity. 
Accordingly, they had always remained at Court, 
xbout the King’s perfon, and in the functions of their 
offices. Some of them only had been deprived of 
their governments, from the fear that they might not 
fulfil with futlicient zeal the commiffions they might 
he irtrufled with, as being repugnant to their way of 
thinking, Befides, the ceclehatical Peers, and the 
uiajority of the others, favoured the operation The 
A.chbithop of Paris had been fent to officiate before 
the new Parliament, and we haye mentioned the 
Duke de Briflac’s appecring there as a veffal, with- 
out a fword, and taking the oath, But neither of 
then had been inftalied, or had taken their feats 
there, fothat the crle of Court of Peers was ftill 
refufed to them. ‘ihe King himfelf with his ufual 
inconfiftency, fhewed no great confideration for this 
wibunal, which he did not look upon as his own, 
but as that of M.de Maupeou. This Minifter was 
little concerned at this obftacle ; he was fenfible thar 
he might avail bimfelf of the fame indifference, ta 
induce his matter totake a flep, which he was watch- 
ing the proper opportunity to propofe He had other 
pov erful coadjutors in the Royal Family, and Ma~ 
da ne Louife was undoubtedly the moft a€tive among 
them, 

This Princefs, much beloved by her auguit father 
who, after having oppofed her retreat for a long 
time, had at length confented to it—was become 
the desrer to him on that account. Tired of the 
wearifomenefs of the Court, fhe had taken the re- 

folurion 
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folution apparently to forfake the world, in order 
to thine more con{picuoully in it ; not that the had 
formed any defign of this kind; on the contrary, 
the really hppoted that fhe was obeying a fuperna« 
tural vocation, while the was only following the im- 
pulfe of a reittefs mind, fatigued ‘and tormented with 
its own inutility ; and the King, wha was not aware 
of this peculiar turn of ambition, feeing nothing 
more in his daughter thana nun, taken up with the 
charins of an afcetic life, often vifited, and intrufted 
her with his fecret thonghts. The Chancellor was 
apprized of all the advantage be night reap from 
this intimacy, By the infinuations of the grave per- 
fonages who enjoyed the confidence of that Princefs, 
he had wrought upon her roling paffion, She had 
been given to underftand, that it was for the intereft 
of Heaven that fhe fhould favour the work of M, de 
Maupeou, and that fhe fhould put herfelf at the head 
of the party, in order to govern the religion of France, 
So powerful a motive had determined her to accede 
to thefe fuggeftions, which were fo conformable to 
her inclination ; and, thinking the could do nothing 
more agreeable to God, than to concur in the extir- 

ation of the ancient, and in the profperity of the new 

jagiftracy, fhe had the total conwpletion of the revo- 
lation as much at heart asthe author of it. It is 
afferted, that the latter, the better to .impofe upon 
this zealous novice, refpecting his religious views, 
had, by an abominable deceit, invoked the affittance 
of the Holy Gho&, in her prefence, by partaking of 
the mot awful of all Myfteries ; and that from tine 
to time he renewed this hypocritic:] farce. How- 
ever this may be, he thus contrived to unite in his 
favour the powers of heaven ani keil, and to infure 
the concurrence of vice and virtoe, of the King’s 
amiftrefs, and of his auguit daughter. Jf in the 
confit of fa@ions with which the Court of the 
former was agitated, his was fometines forced to 
yield, he had Kept a refource in the con‘tant {upport 
of the Jatter, which was affured to him, by all choie 
who furromded Madame Louife, interetled in the 
raifing of his edifice, cortataly with fo little de- 

2 
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Hicacy in the means, it was not petite to difplay 
greater ability in his condué. Every circumftance 
‘was propitious to the Chancellor; he faw his train 
inereafed even by his enemies The Council wes 
filled with members who had accepted the reim- 
burfement of their places, and the moft fanguine pa- 
triots began to de! pair of the public weal; when an 
event, which he had no reafon fo foon to apprehend, 
overthrew his work and himfelf. The better to 
conceive this happinefs, let us take a review of 
what was paffing at this period in the feveral de~ 

artments ; let us fee into what a degree of low de~ 
Cauchery Lewis XV. was plunged, and how much 
negleé and contempt he experienced, as well from 


foreigners as from his own le. 

"The capacity of the Duke @ Aiguillon for foreign 
affairs could not be called-in queftion, and yet it 
was not without difficulty that he had acquired fome 
confideration in that ment. The Courts of 
Vienna and Madrid faw him with relu@ance filling a 
polt to which their wifhes were inceflantly recalling 
the Duke de Choifeul. In ali probability, had he 
been in adminiftration, the Emperor would never 
have taken a part in the divifion of Poland; an act 
not lefs difgraceful to the Sovereigns who sccom- 
plithed iz, than to thofe who remained the filent and 
una@ive fpeftators, It is no part of our plan to 
enter into the detail and difcuffion of this incredible 
event; but merely to obferve how much the Court 
of France was become infigaificant and defpifed by 
other nations; fince, without fear of its refentment, 
the reciprocally dividing Powers did not begin to 
communicate their treaty to the former, till after the 
execution of it. 

‘There had been no Minifters for a long time at 
Warfaw; where, the Ambaffador having more cre~ 
dit than the King, France would only have adted a 
fubsltern part, incompatible with her dignity. Her 
Minifters in the neighbouring Courts did indeed, 
give indire@ intelligence of what was pafling, but 
the Duke d’Aiguillon paid little attention to it; 

(Whether it were that he could not give credit to a 
convention 
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convention fo difficult to be brought about, or whe 
ther he were convinced tharhis matter, preferring 
his tranquillity to his glory, would be very we 
pleafed at having efcaped the trouble of interfering 
4m a negociation, which could not poflibly be pre- 
vented without fhewing a degree of firmnefs to which 
he was more than ever inadequate, This-caufed 
him to be accufed of negligence, and injured him in 
the opinion of Lewis XV. who, recollecting that he 
had been the pacifier of Europe; and comparing that 
exalted charater with the abje@ one he was now 
made to affiume, exclaimed with forrow: Alas? if 
Choifeul had heen here, this wruld not hawe haptened. 
This exclamation was only the momentary «fort of 
@ mind which formerly had had fome fhare of eleva~ 
tions and which foon funk again into its abje& 
ftnte, Lewis XV. forgot, inthe arms of his miflrets, 
all the bitternefs of this fatal intelligence ; and, 
being reconciled with his Minifter by the mediation 
of Madame Dubarri, did not receive him lefs gra- 
cioufly the next day. y 

‘The revolution of Stockholm—the ac» 4. 4, 
count of which is equally foreign to our 79748 
pian, but which was executed under the aufpices of 

'rance—-made a fortunate diverfion, and proved, 
that under another Monarch, and in lefs difficult cir~ 
cumftances, the Duke d’Aiguilion might have fup- 
ported the dignicy of the governitent, 

The prefent King of Sweden, while he was only 
Prince Royal, came to France precifely at the time 
of the troubles of the Magifiracy. He had been a 
witnefs of the corruption and meannefs of the Court, 
as well as of the depredation of the finances, and he 
had feen the neceffity of not fuffering the fubfidies 
due to the Monarch his father to remain any longer 
in arrears, The Miniftry for foreign affairs being 
at that time vacant, he had been obliged to treat 
immediately with Lewis XV. he had admired at once 
his fagacity and his tatte for trifes, although he 
likewife employed himfelf in amufements of a higher 
natare, One day, after heviog converfed with him 
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upon political matters, that Prince gave bim a quan- 
tity of curious feeds, which he had gathered at 
Trianon with his royal hands, and commiflioned 
bim to make a prefent of thein to the famous Lin- 
nas, who was fill slive, fir phyfician to the 
King of Sweden, and of fuperior fkill in botany. 
This attention would undoubtedly have made the 
Vrince Royal conceive a bigh idea of the exercifes 
of Lewis XV. and of his tafle for the fci.nces, if 
he had not had occafion to obferre, from the little 
confidcration his Majefy had for the men of learning 
in his kingdom, that his only view was to amule 
himfelf and to Kill time. 

"the Vrince Royal, in the converfations he had 
wita the King, bad founded him wich refpea to the 
revo’ ton he meditated in Sweden, in order to refcue 
that kingdom from the fiate of anarchy it was in, 
and to overthrow and fubdue the arittocratic power, 
by re-eftablifhing in all its force the antient liberty 
an the people, and of the Prince, whom the Senate 
hid equally enflaved. He had made the Monarch 
underftand the intereft which France hed in this, 
by ttrengthening her ally, which might be ufeful to 
her, in the affairs of the North, in proportion to its 
power, When this young Prince afcended the 
throne, he purfued the execution of his defign with 
fill grenter ardour; the Duke d’Aiguillon hed 
adopted it; the Count de Vergennes, Ambaffadar 
feom France to thet Court, was fent there as ® per- 
fon well calculated, by his experience and by his 
counfels to dire€t the Monarch. Troops were to 
arrive there with warlike ftores, and efpecially a 
great deal of monev to bribe the Chiefs. ‘Ihe firm- 
Refs of the young Monarch had fupplied the place of 
'l thefe fuccours; and, having feized the favour. 
able infant, he had foreftalled th= appointed period, 
and in the fprce of fifty four hours had caft off the 
fhackles, and re-effamed the reins of empire, in the 
amincer they had been guided by Guftavus Adolphus, 
and as they had been direéted till the year 1680. 

“The Duke d'Aiguilion, in order to affume fome 
confequence, as {oon aa the news of the anticipated 

revolution 
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revolution arrived, had caufed the department ior 
foreign Affairs to print with difpatch  cireumftantial 
narrative of all that had happened in Sweden, from 
the 1g h to the 21ft of Auguit Aa infinite number 
of copies were aittributed gratis; and he received 
congratulations upon this event, as if he had been 
the real author of it; this cireumftance reflected a 
kind of luftre upon his adminitration, and gained 
him a degree of influence with the forcign AmbafTa- 
dors, and efpecially with that of Spain, who had be- 
fore refufed ro tranfact bufinefs with him, His Ca- 
tholic Majeity, feeing all his hottile projedts againit 
the Englith overthrown, could nat but be diffatisfied 
with him for this, as alfo for the moitifications he 
experienced from his rivals; who took advantage of 
their being certain ot the difpofitions of the French 
Monarch, which partook ftill more of apathy than 
of peace The Dyke d’Aiguillon, to maintain him- 
felfin place,was fo well convinced of the neceffiry 
of avoiding all altercations with thofe iflanders, thar 
dreading the predtices of the Count de Guignes, his 
Majefty's Ambaffador xt London—a crerture of the 
Dake de Choifeul, entirely devoted to his party, and 
for thatreafon capsble of intriguing and caballing 10 
difturb the harmony that fabattea between the 
Courts—he favoured the accuf-tion of his Secretary 
againit him, and obliged him to return, to plead 
bis canfe in council sgainit this dependent, 

But the circumftance that bad particularly flat- 
tered the King, and increafed the credit of the Duke 
d’Aiguillon, was the dexterity with which he had 
engaged the Princes, at their retyrn to Court, to 
vitit the Countefs Dubarri, and to pay their refpeds 
to her, It muft not be “imagioed, that, in endea- 
vouring to bring about this reconciliation, he had 
different views from the Chancellor; and that he 
had thoughts of uniting bimfelf with them, to pro- 
cure the re-eftablifhment of the Parliament. Thefe 
infinuations were fuggefted in fome fatirical pamph- 
Jets of the time, which affected a great deal of con- 
fideration for the Duke d’Aiguillon ; not ther the au- 
thors of them had really rhe faith in his converfion, 
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‘but it is probable that their policy was to fow the 
feeds of Fifeord between thefe two perfons, and to 
excite them reciprocally to deftroy each other, In 
fact, they were not upon terms; the infinu- 
ating and imperious turn of M. de Maupcou could 
not conciliate itfelf for a confiderable time with tbat 
of his rival: who was not long before he thwarted. 
him, and kept him away from the Court of the 
favourite; but this was only to prevent him from 
acquiring too much fway, and not to deftroy his 
work, which conftituted the fecurity and tranquillity 
of all the Minifters, 

Befides, the Duke d’Aiguillon was too implacable 
an soenny 10 bring about the return of the Magif- 
trates ; for this reftoration might be attended with 
fatal confequences: it would have been the means 
of reviving the cabal of the Choifeuls, the remains 
of which, on the contrary, he purfued with animo- 
fity. ‘The ditguit which the Baron de Breteuil re- 
ceived—who was appointed to the embafly of Vi- 
enna, but who could not go, and was fuccecded by 
Priace Lewis—was attributed to the Baron’s st- 
tachment to that party. The affair of the Battilic, 

oth Aug, *!f0, took its rife in the fpirit of revenge. 
3 ‘® ‘The neceffity of punithing tome fattious 
perfons, who were endeavouring to foment diffentions 
in Germany, the feeds of a future war, ferved for a 
pretence. A Sieur Dumoyrier, a young officer full 
Of wit and talents, formerly fent into Poland by M, 
de Choifeut, was acculed of continuing a charadter 
with which he was no longer invefted. He was ar- 
refted at Hambourg, and brought to the Baftille, 
to which place his correfpondents in Paris were alfo 
condu€ted; and, the matter being traced up to 
Count Broglio, the Duke d’Aiguillon made his Ma- 
ity, fenfible of the neceffity of banifhing that 
lobleman, who was appointed Ambaffador Extra~ 
ordinary to go to meet the future Countefs d’Artois, 
He had atked permiflion to go as far as Turin, from 
which the Minifter concluded that the Count, a 
turbulent and aftive man, wanted io intrigue in 
shat Court againf him. An infolent letter be 
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he received from him rendered the affair more feri- 
ous; and his difgrace was refolved upon. The King 
did not the lefs admit him to the party of Choify, to 
which he had invited kim; he had the honour to 
eat with him, and to make his party at backgammon ; 
and, st his return to Paris, he received a letter from 
his Majeity, which commanded him to repair to Ruf- 
fee, jis oceafioned the Duke de Choifeul, who 
was acquainted with all the pretenfions of this am- 
ditious man to fay with pleafantry :—! 1 knew 
dint to be @ weak-headed man, one who does things the 
wrong He has taken the Minifiry ly the tail } 
The Duke d’Aiguillom would fain have evailed him- 
felf of his influence to reftore his good friends the fe- 
fuits: they hada glimpfe of hope ; they appeared 
again with impunity ; they were employed by the 
Bithops in the apotolic labours ; the pulpits and 
confeffionals were full of them ; they even infinuat- 
ed themfelves in the education of youths from which 
they had been exprefely excluded ; they condutted 
the journals, and periodical writings, which deter- 
mine the judgment of the multimode with refpea to 
compofitions, opinions, and events, They were fub- 
alterns in the Mi: , and fome of them occupied 
potts even in the Dip tic body, A general uni- 
on was again eftablifhed between them; they 
eorrefponded with each other, not only from one 
end of the kingdom tothe other, but from both the 
extremities of the univerfe. Unfortunately, the Minif- 
ters of France and Spain, at Rome, did not co- 
erate with this toleration; they purfued the dif- 
fatution of the Company with i tigable ardour, 
and, teking advantage of the afcendant they had ob- 
tained over the Holy Father, they at Jength ex- 
torted that Bull, which policy had made Ganganelli 
promife to ifue, in order to obtain the Papal Crown, 
and which that fame policy ought to have prevented 
him from figning. His Majefty, to tettify his fatisface 
tion, caufed Avignon, and the county of Venaiffin, 
to be returned to his Holinefs, 
Such are the principal events which form the 
pidure of the admmiftration of the Duke d’Aiguil- 
5 on 
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Jon; which would bave been tolerably well filled y 
Goring che three years of his Miniftry, if the reverfe 
did not prefent to our view the difgraceful meafures 
he employed to maintain himfelf in er panif we 
did nar bebold init his mean fervility to Madame 
Dubasri, 2 fervility which he forced the Dutchefs his 
wife to concur in;—if he had not lowered his dig. 
nity fo fur, as to fuffer himfelf to be abufed by the 
rewis® who furrounded the favourite, by all thofe 
Dubarris, who were for ever reprosching him with 
the obligations he had to them, and required, in re- . 
turn, anabfolute dependence from him ;—if, conti- 
nuing the faine meafares he had employed in his 
government, and being now able to make ® more 
extenfive ufe of them, he had not eecoores fpies 
tnd informers ;—if, violating the fecrets of the poft 
of the State, of which his place made him mafter, he 
had not carried his infamy {0 far as to meke public, 
to keep back, and fometimes entirely to fupprefs 
letters s—if, by a fearch as troublefome as it was 
odious, even into foreign prefies, he had not forced 
troth, which was ready to come forth, to remain in 
oblivion sin a word, if, being mafter of ‘the letters 
de Cachet, he had not muhiplied, od infixitu, this 
abufe of authority, not only agsiaft any perfon who 
was guilty, but even who was fufpeded by him. 
‘The fall of the Marquis de Monteynard, which he 
occafioned, and accelerated by means ‘of his pro- 
tedtrefs, in order to enrich himfelf with his fpoils, 
was the lat flroke of infamy with which the Duke 
G'Aiguillon was reproached; who, while he was em- 
ployed in many a@s of iniquity, wes feofible of 
the neceflity of doing fome good, and of acquirin; 
creatures by that means; his department -furnithe 
him with few oceafions of difpenfing favours ; he 
atpired to that of the War, as the beft calculated to 
fulfil his views, 

“If tht Marquis de Monteynard, who was in pof- 
feflion of it, had not fhewn the fame refolution as 
the Count du Muy, in refuling ta affociate with col- 





© Perfeas &t fo: the Gallows. 
leagues 


OF LEWIS Xv 203 


Teagues fo much difgraced, he could not, at leaft, be 
reproached with any a@ of infamy, or of intrigue, 
He bad not the leatt idea of his promotion, when he 
was taken from his fire-fide at Grenoble, and con- 
duéted to Verfailles: whether it were that this news 
did not infpire him with any joy, or whether he re- 
firained bimfelf, he received it with fo little emoti- 
on, that none of the by-flanders fofpedted the event, 
He was indebted for ‘it to the Prince of Condé, 
flattered with the idea of creating a Minifter, and 
not doubting, befides, that, from motives of grati- 
tude, the Marquis would enter into his fecret views 
refpeding the poft of Grand Matter of the Ordon- 
nance, which he was defirous of having re-eftablih- 
ed in Kis favour, ‘The difgrace of the Princes, by 
delaying the expeSations of his Highnefs, gave the 
Marquis time to adapt himfelf to the turn of the 
Court; and, after having made many promifes to 
his benefaétor, and having amufed him for « long 
time, he could not take the refolution-of difmember= 
ing his poft fo much, and kept the whole. 

he Prince of Condé himfelf was fecretly 
rompted by @ more artful inftigator, che Count de 
jaillebois, who had at firft excited him to point 
out the Commandant of Dauphiny to his Majefty. 
He would have mentioned himfelf, if he had dared, 
for he had gradually drawn nearer to the Court for 
fome time paft. With this view he had infinuated 
himfelf with the favourite, being fenfible that he 
never could have fo fair an opportunity. The ex- 
ample of the Duke @’Aiguillon encouraged him, but 
he was not yet fufficiently fixed, The tribunal of 
the Marfhals of France, the remonftrances of which 
he dreaded, was in higher credit at that time than 
the Parliament, He therefore firft conceived the 
idea of founding this tribunal, and, by caufing a mi- 
licary man, aap to be appointed to the bal 
niftry, was in hopes of entering aguin into employ- 
ment. If he could attain this fat poin”, beviag 
had the precaution to chofe an infignificant man, o' 
confined talents, and little ambition, he forefaw the 
poflibility of fepplesting him with cafe, and of 
compafiing 
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Couspafling his this oblique end serdy, 
bur tore As eathot! Accordingly, one of ih 
firtt operations of the new Secretary tor the War de- 
partment~ convinced of the talents of Count Mail~ 
lebois, and defirous of acknowledging the oblige~ 
tions he bad to the Iate Marfha!, his father—was to 
give him one of the three places of DireGtor General 
of the army, .which he created in order to facilitate 
his promotion to the Miniftry. This attempt was 
not fuccefsful, The Marthats of France affembled 
upon the matter, and fented a Memorial to the 
King, which drew from bis Majefty an enfwer little 
agreeable to them, and much to the advantage of 
the accufed ; although it had its effeé, inafmwch as 
he was removed from his appointment, Soon after, 
indeed, Count Maillebois obtained the command of 
the upper Languedoc, and fince that time has open! 
fet both his juiges and the public at defiance, ‘I his 
was {till the confequence of the firft attempt, which 
did no honour to the Minifter, 

He condufted himfelf better in otber particulars. 
Que of his principal objetts was to reduce the ex- 
pences of his department, carried to an exceffive de~ 
gree under his predeceffor, He endeavoured to rew 

lore order and emulation among the troops, which 
were abfolutely deftroyed under the defpotic admi- 
niftration of the former Minifter, who, by difmiflions 
and arb:trary appointments, had fubverted the har- 
mony of the feveral corps. He put a ftop to, or 
fuppreffed, thofe dangerous innovations of a man of 
turbulent genius, greedy of fame, and not ferupulous 
in the means of acquiring it. Defertion was fo fre- 
quent, that the Duke de Choifeul had eftablifhed 2 
chain of pofts upon the frontiers, which ed an 
expence of one million two hundred thoufand livres ® 
a annum. M,de Monteynard fuppreffed this efta- 

lifhment, from conviction that good treatment would 
remedy this evil more effe@ually than reftraint. He- 
fides, ‘he introduced honorary rewards, calculated to 
preferve a ftock of old foldiers, and to form new 
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ones ; and a gradual increafe of pay, which, at that 
period, formed only a trifling objett of expence, buc 
which might one day become very burthenfome ; a 
cireumftance he had not faffciently attended to, His 
change of the militia into provincial regiments, and 
his ordonnances refpe@ing thofe regiments, were 
very well judged. forming them nearly upon the 
plan of the antient infantry, the number Augufi 
of troops was in-medistely augmented in 47°54) | 
time of war; the abufes that had been Ne 
introduced in raifing of men, and com- | fet 
pleving the regiments, were avoided ; the 1773 
urthen upon the people was diminifhed ; and fub- 
je@s were preferved for agriculture, Such were the 
advantages obtained under the adminiftration of the 
Margnis de Monteynard, either by his own fuggef- 
tions, or thofe of his advifers. As he was flow, 
beavy, and minute in bufinefs, he did not make an’ 
great progrefs, which contributed not a little to dif 
guit Lewis XV. and to give his competitors full fcope 
again him ; for he was {carce got into office, when 
there was a talk of difmiffing him. The King, how- 
ever, who faw in him the moft boneft man among his 
Minifters, ftrove for fome time againft the cabal, Jt 
amuft happen at uh, faid he, for I am the only one who 
Supports him. The Court Martial of the Invalids was 
the circumftance that increefed the ftorm againft the 
Marquis de Monteynard. His intentions were good 
and pure; he tried, in the uprightnefs of his heart, 
to carry a fcrutinizing eye into the enormous and ha~ 
bitual depredations which were praétifed for fome 
time in the artillery. They had begun under M. de 
Choifeul, and had confiderably increafed under 
favour of the new fyftem adopted in that branch, 
‘The Duke's enemies, in hopes of finding fome op- 
potunity of incalpating him more ferioufly, and of 
completing his deftru€tion, excited the vigilance 
and the feverity of his fucceffor. A General officer, 
jealous of ‘the fuccefs of bis rivals, of feeing the 
modern principles il over the old cuttoms, 
and of fading himfelf reduced to an humiliating, 
late of ins&tion, gratified his own private refent- 
mente 
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ments, and covered his fecret informations under the 
iatk of zeal tor his Majetty's fervice, and for the 
public good, 

From hence arofe that Coune'l of War, fo isregu- 
lar, fo capricious, and fo monftrous in its proceeds 
ings ; in which ignorance and prejinlice prevailed ;— 
allforms were violated ;—liberty of defence was pro- 
hibited to the accufed ;—the choice of Advocates 
was prefcribed ;—the perfons who ventured to fay 
any thing in their favour were banifhed ja Court 
Martial, fineliv, in which that ineredible fentence 
was paffed, which, while it condemned an officer for 
having prevaricated in his duty—for having had the 
meannefs to favour a robbery upon the King—for 
having partuken cf, and having been conneéted with 
the author of, this robbery, yet it did nor deprive 
him of his mark of honour, and Jeft hiar she Ciofs of 
Se Louis. 

"The obflinicy of the Marquis de Monternerd, in 
fapporting this work of iniquity, and in refusing to 
attend (o all the sneans that were taken to make him 
acquainted with the truth, made that Minilter lofe 
much of his confideration, not only with the corps of 
artillery, but alfo with the nation, 

His conneétions with the Chancellor—whofe fyf- 
tem, conformable to the principles of the military, 
he had adopted, refpeéting the paffive and abfolute 
obedience due to the will of the Sovereign—were 
particularly obferved at thet time, inafmuch es, not 
being a€tuated, as his colleagues, with any private 
fpirit of intrigue, he remained canftantly attached to. 
the party he had embraced, and was the enly man in 
this party, when the general ferment was raifed in 
the midit of the Minifiry, againit M, de Maupeon. 
Although a difpenfer of favours, he had moreover 
attached but few creatures to bimfelf ; he had not 
had thofe fervile attentions for the Dubarris, which 
they could have wifhed, and it is therefore not fur- 
prizing that he thould have fallen, 

Lewia XV. in difmiffing this Minifter, who was the 
laft he removed, preferved all the fingularities and 

contracictions 
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contraditions of his chara@ter, He could not, as 
we have before obferved, entertain a doubt of the 
integrity of the Marquis de Monteynare, of his at- 
tachment to his perfon, or of hisdefire to acquit hin- 
felf of the duties of his office in the beft manner he 
could ; but the ftorm the nation was in at thit time 
occafioned the Monarch to ftand lefs in need of ho- 
neft men, than daring ones, to guide the helm, and 
to conceal this fatal pectacle from him, On the other 
hand, he was clarmed at the injuftice of difmiffing 
one of his belt fervants, when he fhould have encou- 
raged him—-of punifhing, inftead of rewarding him, 
The virtue of the Minifter kept his difgrace for a long 
time in fufpence. Lewis XV. did not dare to fignify 
it to him, and therefore took the refolution to endeae 
your ta difguft him by mortifications. One day the 
officer having given notice to this Secretary of ‘State 
to attend the Council—the only way in which a Mi- 
nifker is fummoned—and the Marquis de Monteynard 
having obeyed the fummons, his Majefty fent him 
away in a fhameful manner, imputing the fault to 
the Officer, who was turned out. Another tine, the 
Marquis dé Monteynard having come to tranfa& bu- 
finefs with the King, his Majetty faid to him, “* What 
* are you come for? To pi fe to me the govern- 

ment of the Military Schoo] for Timbrun ; that is 

done. j= @ penfion of 2,000 crowns * for Madame 

Chauvelin ; granted.” While he declared to him, 
in this manner, the feveral favours he had determined 
upon, he tookit for granted that they were sll in that 
Minifter’s portfolio, and difmiffed him without fuf- 
fering him to open it. 

Lewis XV. reckoned that his Minifter for the war 
department would be fenfible of what was meant by 
this behaviour ; but whether he had a difficulty in 
refigning his place—or whether, from the confciouf= 
nef of having nothing to reproach him(elf with, he 
could not fuppofe that his mafter really wanted to 

id of him, and flaztered bimfelf he fhould regain 
—he did not vnderftand this language, ‘and 
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remained three whole months in office, without tranf— 
acting any buGnefs with the King. The whole city 
of Paris refounded with his approaching difgrace ; he 
alone appeared to be ignorant of it. As the feafon 
for new-year’s gifts was then at hand, the fellers of 
novelties—who, among the trifling things for the new 
year, often treat the report of the day in an allego- 
rical sanaéac-conerived Usine fereensgi la Monteynard ; 
that is to fay, which fell down at the flighteft touch, 
and rofe up again of theafelves ; an ingenious allu~ 
fion tothe alternate elevation and fall of this Minif- 
ter, who, after having been difgraced in all compa- 
nies for a week together, was reftored and difmified 
gain, At length, the Duke d’Aiguillon, impatient 
of thefe alternatives, engaged his protedirefs fo ef- 
fe€tually to torment her auguft lover, that the made 
him fign the letter e cachet, which the Duke de la 
Vrilliere was immediately commiffioned to notify to 
the Marquis de Monteynard, His people even were 
in fo much expedtation of this event, that the Swifs 
Porter, as foon as he faw the Duke, could not avoid 
38 J faying, “* Monfeigneur, I fear you are bring- 
O- ing us bad news ;” to which the Duke anfwer- 
1774 ed, without myftery, “ You are in the sight.” 
"The cruelty of banithing the difgraced Minifter had 
sot been exercifed ; but his Majelty, recollecing 
that the Marquis de Miffiac had appeared before him 
on a fimilar occafion, withed to avoid the famejem- 
barraffinent ; fo that the order fignified a prohibition 
to M, de Monteynard to come into his prefence. The 
Duke d’Aiguillon had the monet), at firft, only to 
have the intermediate filling up of the place given to 
him, attended with a compliment, which was equi- 
valent to the complete appointment, Lewis XV. in 
refigning the portfolio to him, before his Courtiers, 
faid, a intruft you with this, till I find fome one 
* more worthy to have it: but! own to you I am 
 nice.* He was prefently after the acknowledged 
Miniiter 5 and his firft audience was more brilliant 
than any of thofe the Duke de Choifeul had given 
in the fammit of bis glory. 
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‘The Secretary of State charged with the Naval 
department had not, as the Marquis de Monteynard, 
the sdvantage of being chofen from the corps com- 
mitted to his care, He was even very ignorant in 
this branch, when his Majefty gave him the appoint- 
ment: but he flattered himfelf, in imitation of his 
predeceffor, that he should foon become an adept in 
the bufinefs, and thathis fagacity would fupply the 
place of knowledge. He condudied hinofelf ne firlt 
with tolerable circumfpeStion ; as a young pupil, he 
took matters in the feveral elements of the branch he 
meant to condué ; he fent for an ancient Firft Clerk 
of the new offices over which he prefided, and got 
the better of the diflike which that experienced per- 
fon had to give him his advice. It is true he foon 
threw off his leading-ftrings. M. de Boifnes had a 
fpirit of innovation little confiflent with the turn of 
the perfon whom he confulted, and who being, by 
his age and principles, attached to the ordinance of 
Lewis XIV. the Minifter pretended that he was of 
the old Navy, and him to the examination 
of accounts. He chofe, to fecond him in his projets, 
aman whofe charaéter was analogous to his own, 
‘This man was named Boux, an officer in the fervice 
of the Company, fon to a mechanic of Rochefort, 
who, by his merit, had been promoted through the 
feveral eps, and who had at length entered into the 
Royal Navy, in the rank of lieutenant of a thip. 
This Boux, endowed with natural talents, of a lively 
imagination, and a mathematics! precifion in his 
ideas, fpoke with facility, though without learning 
or education, and though he could not draw up in 
writing, what appeared very clear in his converfa- 
tion: Re was alfo verfed in the art of fhip building ; 
in a word, he was very well acquainted with the fe- 
veral ps of the navy. It was principally with him 
that M. de Boifnes laid the firft plan of that whim- 
fical ordonnance, fo deftructive to the formation and 
the harmony of the feveral corps, that it occafioned 
univerfal diffatisfa@ion among them all, The civil 
‘branch of the navy, however, though the moft ill- 
treated, being obliged by its want of power to ac~ 

quiefce, 
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quiefce, was the firft to conform to it with refigna- 
tion; on the contrary, the wnoit time of Ni, de 
Boifnes’ administration ws taken v; ndeavouring 
ta bend the Hubbormneis of the i: ilitary brinch to 
this plan; which was totally annib.jatcs as toon as 
he was out of place. 

As for th: reft, there were certainly fome very ex- 
cellent things in this ordonnance, the auther of which 
had fet out upon an admirable principic, which night 
have been attended with the moft fortunate conle~ 
quences, if the Minifter—fefer:ng tt 10 advance to 
a greater degree of maturity weighing th 
ments for and againtt it— {orefeeing the inconyeni- 
encies of it, and finding a remedy to them——hud not 
Ucen too precipitate in the execution of it. ‘The moi 
well-judged circumftance init, and which was th: 
more difagrecuble to the officers, becaufe they were 
fenfible of the intent of it, was the feparate diftri- 
bution that was made cf them in different thips ; 
which, independent of the general competition, that 
was deftroyed by this means—fince no officer was to 
‘be promoted but accordiog to his rank in his own. 
fhip, and not according to his general rank in the 
navy== contributed alfo to eradicate the profeffional 
Spirit, which had always rendered this corps fo re~ 
fra€tory and untratable. 

M. de Roifaes, from the oppofition and contradic~ 
tions he experienced from the military Lranch of the 
navy, was fenfible of his error in having fubjeéted 
the civil department to it, and, by weakening the 
latter, having increafed the infolence of the former. 
‘To reftore the equilibrium, he hed conceived the 
idea of frengthening the civil branch, by uniting to 
it the Port Officers and the Engineers of the navy ; 
and, in order to fap the very foundations of the mili- 
tary branch, to inititute a fchool for naval educa- 
tion, a general nurfery, from whence were to be 
taken all the perfons deftined for the feveral cepart- 
ments inthe navy, in proportion to their talents, As 
there were no proofs of nobility required to enter 
into this fchaol, he would infenfibly have annihilated 
the haughtinefs and pride in which the Midthipmen 
{upported onz another ; which conftituted the e! ence. 
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of their fituation, and was the fource of all the bad 
qualities they afterwards difplayed, 

All thefe good views were {poiled by too much 
precipitation, the circumitances moreover were not 
favourable, and that Miniter had neither influence 
nor confiftence enough to fecure his authority ; it 
would have been a matter of great furprife, if, in the 
midft of the geseral contufion prevailing in the kings 
dom, his depirnneat alore had been exempt from it, 
wntd had received an iuprovement, which would 
‘ove required in its author the nok rigid virtue, 
united to the greateft talents All the time, there~ 
ture, of M. de Boilne®’ adminiftration was confumed. 
i1 projeQs, in intettine divilions in the parts, in ex~ 
peniive experiments ; and this Miniter, ne slong 
the intterial part of the navy, which had at leat 
bevn kept up by his predece‘for, left itat the time 
ot his difyrace in the inot deplorable flate. 

It, however, M. de Boifnes could not derive any 
great luftre from his department, he reckoned that 
he fhould facceed better in another dignity, more 
fuireble to his genius, to bis Sifpofition, to his tafte, 
snd to his capacity he entertained an inward pers 
fuafion that he fould one day become Chancellor, 
er Keeper of the Seals, ‘Though a creature of M. de 
Maupeov, he would willingly have returned him the 
ingratitude with which the latter had repaid his be~ 
nefa@or. The Chancellor, although aware of what 
would happen, had fuffered himfelt to be mifled by 
his vanity, and had committed the fame fault as the 
Duke de Choifeul ; or rather given way to the necef- 
fity of the moment, he had attended to what was 
mof urgent: it is pretented, that, without {uch @ 
Second, M. de Maupeou could never have extricated 
himfelf ; and it was under that very edifice, which 
M, de Boifnes had concurred in raifing, that he 
hoped to fee the author of it crufhed, as foon as he 
withdrew his fupport from him, His new occupa- 
tions, which required his whole time, ferved as a 
pretence for his negle@. He well knew the impetus 
olity of M.de Maupeou, and his {pirit of dominion 5 
he knew him to be rath and inconkderate, and pias 
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faw that he would foon be at variance with the Duke 
d’Aiguillon, with the Abbé Terrai, and with the 
favourite ; that the King himfelf would foon with- 
draw the little confideration he had for him; bur 
that, while the Minifiy, sithed, to get rid of him, 
they would be very glad to preferve his edifice, 
which was falling into rains on all fides; and that 
they would not think they could do better than to 
apply tothe perfon who was the real architec to 
reftore it. : 

Had it not been for his ambition, which was fo 
unbounded that there was no kind of enormity he 
was not capable of to fatisfy it, M de Boifnes was 
not niuch adapted to the corrupt Coart in which he 
lived. Inthe midt of the mott diffolute licentiouf- 
nels, he exhibited the fpettacle of a Minifter of 
good morals; he lived like « domeftic man in his 
own family ; he was devout, and artfully concenled 
the paffion with which he was devoured under the 
cloak of religion, The aufterity of his charater not 
being able to bend to the futility of the Courtiers, 
he had endeavoured to fupport himfelf with the 
party of the devotees, of the Clergy, and of Ma- 
dame Louife, whofe general objet being the def- 
trution of the Parliaments, and who knowing his 
invincible hatred to thefe refpetable focieties, re- 
pofed the greateft confidence in him. The circum- 
flance that rendered him efpecially agreeable to 
Jewis XV, was a fpirit of defpotifm which prevailed 
in his ideas, and in his difpoGtion, He pretended, 
that every thing was to give way to the Royal autho. 
rity, which having once taken a ftep, ought never 
to retraé, though it fhould be in the wrong; that, 
in a word, there was to be only one matter, and all 
the reft were to be flaves. Fortunately, his col- 
leagues, and efpecially the King, though penetrated 
with the fame maxims, had not the fame inflexibility 
to fupport them, and to reduce them to a conftant 
and invariable fyitem ; for, if the whole Council had 
been compofed of fuch rigid men, a terrible crifis 
would have been produced, or the whole nation 
would have been under the yoke. Befides, private 
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jealoufies thwarted this uniformity of fyitem. The 
Chancellor, being no longer in need of this colleague, 
and fearing his competition, endeavoured to difcre~ 
dit him in the opinion of the King, not openly, but 
w fuch extraordinary means, that it feemed impof- 
fible they fhould be invented, or not founded on ap- 
parent faéts. He pretended that his underitanding 
was weakened, that he was guilty of extravagancies, 
that he was lofing his memory ; and he was cvery 
inftant watching for an opportunity of finding fault 
with him in the Council before the King, in order to 
juttify his infinuations. 

The Abbé Terrai, who now only kept upon good 
terms with M, de Mao from motives of policy, 
‘was not difpleafed to fee thefe two men employed in 
reciprocally deftroying each other ; he flattered him 
{elf that he fhould reap the fruits of this animofity, 
for he had alfo pretenfions to the Chancellorihip, It 
was in thefe hopes that he fuftained the burthen of 
the finances, infu poeple to any man who had en- 
tertained the leat ‘entiment of humanity and patrio- 
tifm. This villain—for pofterity will no doubt con- 
firm to him a qualification he has (o juttly acquired 
from his cotemporaries—was diftinguifhed from the 
others which furrounded the Sovereign, by a fingular 
apathy ; the others were at leaft tormented with 
violent paffions, the effects of which cannot be cal~ 
culated, and from which the moft virtuous men are 
not always exempt, The Abbé Terrai was indiffer- 
ent either to good or evil ; he did the one without 
inclination, and the other without remorfe. Under 
Henry IV. he might have been a Sully, under 
Lewis XV, he was a montter: he had el the quali-~ 
ties neceflary to fucceed in both the extremes; un- 
fortunately, he had only an occafion to difplay the 
moft deteftable of them, and he did it in the highefl 
degree. Intrepid in crimes, he difdained the hypo- 
crily of the Chancellor, and did not attempt to con 
ceal his charadter. He was little inclined to love, 
but from conftitution ; and difplsyed the fame apathy 
in his amorous purfuits, as in every other particular. 
In his new bouts, in the fireer of Notre Dame des 
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Champs, he had a fuperb bed, the bottom of which 
was furnithed with a pidture concealed : on drawin; 
up the curtain, a woman was reprefented naked, and, 
to thofe who were curious of {reing it, he nfed to 
fay, Ladses, this is the coflume. He was never go- 
verned by any of his mifireffes ; the Baronefs de 
Ja Garde fold the favours of this Minifter, rather 
publicly; he winked at it, beeaufe he found it con- 
venient to return her favour< in this manner: when 
he faw that this might do him an injury, and that 
‘very dangcrous murmurs refulted from it, he crufed 
her to be exiled, and fen her from his houfe in a 
very birth manner He mite no (cruple of cohabit- 
ing with MaCame Dusnerval, his illegitimate daugh- 
ter: this wasad-ticate morfel he had referved tor 
himfelf, and he bd had her educated on purpofe ; 
he detached hinfelr from ber, when the became 
agreeably to 4 Duari, and when it was in 
agitation to propofe ket) Lewis XV, 

‘The Abbe ‘Lerrai ws very Tittle concerned about 
the complaints of the uatecontents He did not with 
that they fhould be filences 5 he ufed to fay, it was 
fit that thofe who were flayed fhould be fuffered to 
ery out, The fame fincerity made him acknowledge 
what he was ‘The agznts of the Clergy reprefent- 
ing to hia, ins cir arce which concerned their 
orier, that he was commiting an injuftice, be an- 
fwered, Whe tells you that it is juft ? Da you exped 
any thing elfe frov'me ? Another tine, when one of 
them, being sivlently pigued, cxclaimed, H’Ay Mon- 
frigneer, thet ie taking West of Os peoples packets, he 
rephed, A’Aere cite would you hove me take it? He 
Jaughed st all the witticifms, epigrams, and pamph- 
lets which were made againft him He was calied 
at Court the froilt ctiki, becanfe he touched every 
thing, and the Jong broom, becaule he reached cvery 
where, all thefe nick-names were 2 matter of Sport 
to him, One day, pafling through an oval {pace 
filled with Couriers, he was tollowing one of the 
Mays, for whom the croud had opened with a kind 
of refpeét ; bur the preffure afterwards inerzafing, 
the Abbe found himfeif + olently foueezed 5 
humbly ofking that he might be fufered vo 
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and that they would not flifiehim, he heard a voice 
which anfwered, We make room here only for hone, 
people; an anfwer, which when his perfon was fafe, 
gave him no kind of difturbance, His only care 
‘was to find money, in order that he might not be 
difuiffed, and, as he was not nice in expedients, 
he bad little difficulty. While he maintained him- 
fel in his place, and even exiended it, (for, 
without be:ng tomd of either the arts or the fciences, 
he had ts trom the Marquis de Marigny the poft 
of Diredur cf the buildings) he waited tll he bad 
a favourable opportunity to refign his departa:ent 
tor ane that was better; in order even to hatren this 
inoment, he had thought of being made Cardinal, 
nod the ‘report was fpread, that he had bought of 
the Pretender the nomination to the hat fer five 
hundred thoufand livres *, With this dignity he 
could not have beea fuffered to remain a Comptrol- 
ler, and it would have been receffary to revive for 
him the pott of Superintendant, as he would then 
have been raifed above all the other miniilers, 
Til, this t profpeet was realized, he was 
continually iffuing money edidls: and on the day ot 
the death of Lewis XV. a declaration was polled up 
in the pork of Verfailles, fignifying the continuation 
of the new taxes. ‘This declaration had been pub« 
Kithed a little before, or even while the Monarch 
was beathing his laft, with the following infcription : 
Coft ain qu'en purtant, je vous fais mes adieu +. 

‘One of the matt extraordinary phenomenons of 
the reign of 1. XV. is sap a? to lee the 
Duke de la Vrilliere remain in office during more 
than fifty years, and, amidil that croud of \iiniters 
hia becthren, alternately difgraced, to Uehold him 
alone refifting all the forms. ‘Ihe reafon of this is, 
that in the beginning he excited litle envy, either by 
his taleats or by the nature of his department ; and 
thateven his want of genius was the circumftance 
the mott pleafing to his mater, ever upon his guard 
againit thafe, who, having too great a fhare af it, 
might affume a fuperiority over him. In this idea 

© Upward: of twenty thoafand pounds. 
+ Thu. tdeps:t, and take my latt faresrell. 
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he devoted himfelf with confidesce to this Secretary 
of State; he found bimfelf a level with him, 
nad the refult of this was a inr sffeétion on the 
art of the King, who in reality was a man of 
Pabis, who detefted change, and, notwithftanding 
the continual yaristions in his Council, from his na- 
tural timidity, which he never got rid of, was afraid 
ofnew faces, Moreover, great qual were Jittle 
neceflary in that part of adminiftration which the 
Duke de la Vrilliere was for a long time intratted 
with; he fefled, indeed, the moft effential of 
them, the of order, regularity and difpatch, 
Thefe, indeed, were the qualities which Lewis XV, 
had in particular eftimation ; and the public, who 
profited by them, had no diflike to this etary of 
State; he began only to become the objeé of their 
contempt and hatred, at the period when, fabmit- 
ting to be the flave of an unjuft snd svaricious 
woman, he committed al! the mniquities which fhe 
diGated to him; efpecially when, by of a 
department of Paris, he was enabled to give a free 
courfe to letters de Cachet, and to the horrors con- 
fequent upon them; in 2 word, when his nephew, 
the Duke d’Aiguillon, being in want of his fupport 
in Britany, made him fo fer fublervient to his pro~ 
jets of vengeance, as to induce him to fay to the 
puties of the province, in 1772: “His Majefty 
* will have no oppofition, if the States concern 
* themfelves about the Parliaments, they fhall be 
** cancelled in three days,” 

It was too late for the Monarch to be able to 
diffolve the ties which attached him to this Minifter; 
be gave him more fpecial marks of favour and 
friendthip. When the de la Vrilliere bad one 
hand carried off while he was faooting, Lewis XV. 
wrote to him « very effeGionate letter, and when 
he faw him agaio, faid, Yes Aave only lof one hand, 
end yu fad two mime of Service, 
Ta Satter times, a the malignity of the Courtiess, 
excited on the fubjeé of this Miiziber, was oy 
tinully fpreading re} of his defgrace, and of his 
retirement, bis removed his spprehentions. by 
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faying, Yow suf net leave me; you are in toe much need 
me, and 1 of zou ®, 

‘Thefe reports gained credit at the time of the ex- 
ile of che Chevalier d’Arc, favourite of the Mar- 
chionefs de Langeac, miftrefs of the Duke, to whofe 
intimacy fhe had introduced this intriguing perfon ; 
under his aufpices he commiteed all kinds of feeree 
extortions, which were at isft brought to light s but 
the Duke got rid of the matter by facrifcing him, 
in difpatching » letter de cachet, againg him, which 
jealonfy alone ought to have made him give much 
fooner, though he figned it with tears, convinced of 
the afflifion it would caufe to his unfaithfal miftrefs, 

Such was the foible of the Minifter for this wo- 
muan, that, notwithftanding the illnefs of Lewis XV, 
he gave an entertainment in his hotel, on account 
of the marriage of her daughter with the Marquis 
de Champbonas ; an indecency fo extraordinary, that 
the Dauphin, not believing it, was defirous of being 
convigced of it privately, by ocular demonftration 5 
and we may eafily conceive, that if he had been 
actuated only by the contempt he felt for the Duke 
de I Vrilliere, that nobleman would have been the 
on he would have expelled on his acceffion to the 
throne. 

‘The Minifter moft agreeable to the King, after 
the Duke de la Vrilliere, was M. Bertin, and for 
the fame reafon, becaufe his underftanding was 4 
& par with that of his Majefty; he found himfelf 
perfeGly st eafe with thie Minifter, who did not 
difplay too many talents, and did not, if we may 
be allowed the expreflion, keep him in awe by too 
profound or too refined a policy; in a word, who 
was plain men, fimple in his ideas, and bis opinions 
ia Council ; for Lewis XV. had learnt, at the {choot 
of Cardinal Fleuri, to fet more value upon good 
fenfe than upon genius, This was the circumftance 





© Thele anecdotes are taken from the Eloge of the Dake de 
$a Veilliere, pronounced at the Academy of Belles Lettres, at 
the opening of the pablic fedion of ta Saint Martin, cath of 
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upon which was founded M. Bertin’s intimacy with 
Lewis XV.; who, as we have faid, had intrufted 
him with his Portfolio, and the keeping of his effects ; 
he had alfo the care of fevera} natural daughters of 
the King, brought ap at the convent of the Prefenta- 
tion, and whom his Majefty intendea to marry as 
chey arrived at the pr age. His communication 
with the King upon all kinds of domettic matters, 
ive hin: equally an opportunity of being much con- 
neGted with the Countefs Dubarri; which circum- 
ftance authorized him as much as M. de Boifnes, and 
the Abbé ‘l'errai, to afpire to the fpoils of the 
Chancellor: for the objeés of his public adminiftra- 
rion were trifling, und he could nor make himfelf 
aonfpicuous in it, either by any confiderable faults 
or by any glorious enterprifes, 

France, however, is indebted to him for the ef 
blifhment of the Ecole Vétérinaire, This is an anatoe 
tical fchoo!, to enquire into the ftruure of the 
horfe, the difeafes to which this animal may be 
fubject, the nature of the accidents to which it is 
hable, with retpect to the rank it holds in the clafs 
of animals, and to the nature of its fervices. He 
anay be confidered as the founder of the chief place 
of this eitablifhinent, at the caftte of Alford, near 
Paris. He had put st the head of it one M. Bourge- 
fat, a riding-inafter of Lyons, muck celebrated for 
his knowledge: a number of fcholars from the dif 
ferent provinces of the kingdom, and even of fo~ 
rcign countries, are received and boarded there for 
a very moterate fun; individuals, who have 
horfes vither fick or lame, may alfo iend them there 
avan eafy vate, till they are perfe€tly cured. ‘The 
progrets of the experiments made in this {choot “nce 
ite origin are extended, muluplied, and improv sd 
‘ihout_intermifion When a horfe breuk- bis 
Jeg, a kind of accident for which there w-< tormerly 
no remedy, itis now frequently fet to righs here: 
in a word, the horfes ar. fubmiued to almoft a't the 
jurgic td operations praG’ i upon aaa It ts eve 
ttuch a fchyol mutt petuce etethen ‘ars 
3 aad the insportance of th. clais of men, free 
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the ufe of horfes is fo frequent and fo neceffary, muit 
give @ proportionate idea of the inttitution. 

M, Bertin had befides in his department feveral 
confiderable provinces, fuch as Guyenne and Nor- 
mandy, which placed him in a con{picuous light at 
the time of the revolution of the Magiftracy ; @ laft 
epocha, fo important at the end of che reign of 
Lewis XV. and which for the fpace of four years 
had abforbed almot the whole attention of the Mi+ 
niftry andof the public. 

Although the charagter of M. Bertin did not fym~ 
pathife with that of M. Maupeou, he had, however, 
affiftet in his work to the bett of his abilities, not 
oaly in compliance with the general views of his col- 
Jeagues, bat alfo from fome private views of his own, 
the fuceefs of which he was very defirous of. Being 
a creature of the Jefuits, he had always remained at~ 
tached to them, and it was not owing to him, if they 
did not take more advantage of the circumitances ; 
but his friendthip partook of the wezknefs of his 
character, and he was neither capable of being a 
warm partizan or 2 formidable enemy, 

He condusted himfelf in other matters with the 
fame pufillanimity ; though convinced of the mif- 
chief he was doing, he did not the lefs give into evcry 
fatal mea(ure his pott required, and endeavoured on- 
ly to foften matters as much as he could, without ex~ 
poling himfelf to any rifques 5 in thefe times ot hor- 
rors and abominations he acquired fome credit for 
not having been fo fligitious as the reit: but this 
will not exculpate him in the more fevere judgment 


of potterit + 

‘hefe Lveral members of Adminittration werc, 
properly fpeaking, nothing more than the difpenfers 
of favours, according to the inclinations of the fae 
vourite: in a fhort time fhe had acquired an af. 
cendant greater than xuy ot thofe who had pre- 
ceded her; and the fe p.-e of Lewis XV.—shitherto. 
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pafling at Court ; than thofe private fcenes between 
the two lovers, fill too public, fince they were 
revealed by indifcreet fpettators? Upon hearing = 
uultiplicity of anecdotes related, with which the 
focietics of Paris were enlivened, one might have 
imagined, that the extravagances of the palace of 
Caligula were reproduced under a different coftume, 
Ac one time, it was Madame Dubarri, who, rifing 
from her bed, in prefence of the King and a Notary, 
made the Pope's Nuncio give her one of her fiip- 
pers, and the Grand Almoner the other; while thefe 
two Pretates though: themfelves amply indemnified 
for this mean an ridiculous employment, by caft- 
ing a fugitive glance upon the charms of this 
beauty. Another time, it was the Marchionefs de 
Rofes, a Lady attending on the Countefs de Pro- 
vence, who was whipped by the women of the 
favourite, in her prefence, under pretence that the 
King, making an excufe for ber on the fcore of her 
outh, with refpeg to fome fault committed by her, 
ad faid in jeft, Phaw) fhe is but a child fit to be 
whipred; after which ceremony, thofe two madcaps 
embraced each other, and grew more intimate than 
ever. It was by en adulation ftill more contemp- 
tible, chat the Date de Trefmes, not finding the 
favourite at home, wrote upon her door, The Mar~ 
waeet of the Cauntefs Dubarri is come to pay his 
homoge to ler, and to make her A, becaufe the 
ufed to divert herfelf with this Nobleman’s defor- 
mity, and thac he thought himfelf too fortunate to 
ke the obje&t af her ridicule. Add to this, M. de 
Boifnes? granting the Crofs of Louis to a Com- 
aiiftary a the navy, in acknowledgment for a Paro~ 
qoet he bad made a prefent of to the Countefs, 
Further, what e ridicalous indecency it was to fee 
Madame Dabarri tap the Duke of Orleans pon 
his belly, when he came to folicit her to favour“his 
inveriage with Madame de Monteffon, and to en- 
gage tke King to acknowledge her as Dutchefs of 
Orleans, and at the fame time fay to him, Marry 
bealpgigsiagr tk Pen, we sal foe ht we 
can do for fterwards are fen that Tam 
frongly inecejed in the mation as if’ ead eet fe 
pair 
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fptised one day of treading in the fteps of Madame 
je Maintenon, 

Nothing, undoubtedly, could equal the fervility 
of Lewis XV. who, participating the favours of this 
Lady with her little Negro, created, in order to 
pleafe her, Zamore Governor of the cattle of Lu- 
cienne, with an appointment of fix hundred livres®, 
and made the Chancellor feal the grant of it for 
him; who, fuffering bis miftrefs to rank him with 
his footmen, had received the name of fe France 
from her, and ufed to laugh at it, in his little apart- 
ments, where he frequently delghted in making his 
own breakfaft, What man inthe kingdom has not 
heard the exclamation of Madame Dubarri, while 
fhe was in bed, to the king, who, preparing his coffer, 
had his attention engaged with fome other objet: 
Hoa, la France} take care} your coffer runt over at 
adma—} of a rate} 

Tt w: is very woman, fo abandoned, fo grofs, 
and fo difgutting in domeftic life, who gave audi- 
ence to the Ambaffadors; who faw herfelf fur- 
rounded by the Deputies of the Confederates, and 
by thofe ot all the petty principalities in Germany, 
trembling for their deftiny, at the time of the divifion 
of Poland, and foliciting her intereft with the King 
for their fuppor:, It was this fame woman whom 
Lewis XV. carried in triumph to fee the ceremony 
of the clearing of the arches of the bridge of Neuilly ; 
2 fight from which the Princeffes, and even the 
Dauphinefs, were excluded, in order that fhe might 
not be eclipfed. It was this fame woman who had 
raifed the anger of Lewis XV——on account of the 
prefumptive heir of the throne having kept her from 
the fociety of his confort, in 2 fupper of 
reconciliation contrived by sm intriguing woman of 
the Court—to fuch a degree, that he fignified his 
-difpleafure by faying, 7 fee my children de not love 
me? It was this fame woman for whom 2 toilet 
of gold was prepairing, although the Deuphinefs 
had not one, and the Queen never had had any; the 
looking-glafs efpecially was remarkable, in having 
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at the top of it two litle Cupids holding a Crown 
fulpended over her head, every time the looked in 
its a fymbot of that fhe one day thought herfelf 
deftined to wear. It was this very woman who, 
not finding herfelf fuficiently well lodged in the 
palace ofa Princefs of the blood, had caufed the 
new pavilion of Luctenne to be conftruéted ; a toy, the 
expence of which could not be calculated, becanfe 
every thing in it was whim, and could have no 
Bice. but Fach as the cupidity of the artift, or the 
jolly cf the proprietor, might put upon it, It was 
this woman, fnalty, who upon feraps of paper 
figacd by her, drew whencver fhe pleafed upon the 
public treafury, for herielf and all her adherents; 
vho herfelf wlone was more expenfive than all 
the preceding miftrees of Lewis XV. and whole 
prodegalitics and depredations, notwithftanding the 
tsfery of the people, and the public calamities, 
were inereafing to fuch a degree that in a few 
years the would lave fwallowed up the kingdom, if 
the death of Lewis XV. bad not put a ftop to thefe 

enornities 
‘This Monarch, fince the marriage of the Count 
Anois, was become more melancholy than vfual, 
and was fenfible of the diminution of his ftrength, 
“(he fuiden death of the Marquis de Chauvclin. one 
of his favourites, enjoying a moft perfeS ftate of 
health—the companion of all his parties of debau- 
chery, inone of which he had expired in his pre- 
teace—had alfected him fo ftroogly, that he could 
not diive it trom histhoughts. “that of Marfhal 
WArmentieres, which happened nearly in a fimiter 
avanner, and who was almoft of the fame age aa 
the Monarch, had increafed his melancholy, Fi- 
nally, atermon preached before him on Munday 
“Thurfday, by the famous Bithop of Senez, had 
awakened remorfe in bis heart, ‘This ‘eloquent Pre- 
lace recalled to bis mind the period of his illnefs 
at Metz, the molt glorious period of his life, fince 
it was thet in which the love of his fabjedts bad 
been manifefted in the bigheft degree: he did not 
coaceal from him, that this love was diminifhing, 
and that his people, opprefled with fubfidies, had 
cow 
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now only to lament their own misfortunes, He 
made the Monarch fenfible, that although on the 
throne, he undoubtedly had fome friends, and was 
worthy of them; but that his beft friend ought to 
be bis people He concluded with exhorting him, 
not to trult blindly, in the adminiftration of his 
kingdom, to the counfels of his Minifters, who were 
too often intercfted in deceiving him; but to truft 
only to himfelf, to his own heart, and to the ex- 
Perience of more than halt a century, 

Lewis XV. had not been diffatished with this 
evangelical boldnefs; he had received the preacher 
very gracioufly, and had recalled to his mind the 
engagement he had taken of preaching before his 
Majeity in the 1 ent feafon of 17763 an engagement; 
added, he, filing, which he fummoned him to 
fulfil, though a bifhop. Since that time, he had 
redoubled his vifits to Madame Louife; and it is 
well known that this Princets exerted her utmoft 
efforts to bring him back to God, The corrupt 
Courtiers were apprehenfive.left the fame weaknefs 
which bad rendered him their fave, should render 
him the fave of the Priefts. It was decided, in a 
committee holden at the favourite’s, that it was 
neceffary his Mayefty should be awakend from this 
ftate, by fome powertul temptation, capable of 
Giverting him, and of recalling his former inclina- 
tions, te was perfuaded to order a journey to 
Trianon, where a veavg object was placed in his 
way, poffeifed of all the charms of icdu@ion; for 
Madame Dubarri, for {ome time paft, imitated the 
example of Madame de Pompadour, and, for va~ 
rious reafons, was incefantly procuring frefh ub- 
je@&s to the Vionarch. Froin the confequence of 
that blind fatality, which makes a mockery of 
the vain projets of mar, ard oftea confounds 
the greatet wildom, the very efforts of thefe core 
Rees tarned againft theinfelves, and Trance was 
aved, 

‘The new beauty introduced to the King’s bed, 
had already the feeds of the fmall-pox concealed 
within her, which been even to unfold thenifelves, 
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and rendered ber infenfible to, and even impaticat 
of, the careffes of the Monarch; who, in the mean 
tine, was perpetually ebforbing the peftilential 
miafmate of this crue] difeafe, He took to his bed 
the next day, ond the firit projet of the advifers of 
the favourite was, to keep his Majefty at Trianon, 
where he would be under their own management ; 
but the faculty decided otherwife, and the patient 
was brought back to Verfailles io his night-gown, 

Te was prefently known that Lewis XV. had the 
fmall-pox, and the news foon reached the extremi- 
ties of the Kingdom. The majority of the people 
were rejoiced at it; others, confidering that his 
fueceffor was not yet twenty, were alarmed for the 
confequences. 

‘The Dauphin, however, behaved with a prudence 
much above his age; his firft care was to prefent 
himfelf at the door of his grandfather's chamber, 
‘The King, though he has not told the nature of 
his diforder, had been perfuaded not to fuffer the 
children of France to come near him, The Duke de 
ta Vrilliere declared to the Prince, from his Ma- 
jefty, that bis heath was too precious to the State, 
that it was not his own, and that he ought not to 
endanger it by entering into his grandfather's apart= 
ment, who commanded him to abftain from it. He 
retired, (out himfelf up with the Dauphinefs, and 
refufed to fee the crowd of Courtiers, whofe eyes 
were now turned towards this rifing fon. 

The whole faculty was called in: but the King 
had formally excluded Dogtor Bouvard, 2 perfonal 
enemy to DoSor Bordeu, Phyfician to Madame De- 
barri, to whom fhe had engaged ber illuftrious lover 
to give bis confidence. sature of etiquette 
thea became evident, and it was feen how mucha 
Monarch, fo abfolute in doing mifchief to his fub- 
jects, was reftrained with regard to his own 
fervation when Lewis XV. was firft feized with the 
fenall-pox, on Englith phyfician, named Suttoo—— 
related to the man famous for his particular method 
of inoculating, and for a {pecific againit the fmall- 

pox— 
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pox—being at Paris, offered his fervices to treat 
the patient, and to fave him = ‘The ficulty would 
not allow hii to come near the King: he was nor 
recalled till tewis XV. was given over, and then 
he faid it was too late, 

From the beginning of the nefs, it was pro- 

fed to adminifter the Sacrament to Lewis WV ‘ 

it Dogtor Bordeu, knowing how fatal this event 
would be to his miftrefs, pobponed it as long as he 
could, and ftrongly objected to any thing being 
faid to the King; he affured, that there was vet 
no vifible danger, and that a declaration of this 
kind deftroyed three-fourths of the fick people, 
Madame Dubarri availed herfelf of this refpite, to 
remain conftantly at the bedfide of her lover. 

The Clergy, apprebending that the expiring Mo~ 
narch, would flip out of their hands, were exafpe- 
rated; they loudly cenfured the Archbifhop of 
Paris, who had, indeed, repaired to Court at the 
beginning of this fatal news, but had made no 
effort to affume an authority over the king's cone 
fcience, and had even fuffered himfelf to be ex- 
cluded from his prefence, in a humiliating manner, 
Tt was the patient himdelf, who, being informed by 
the Sieur de !2 Martiniere, who never concealed the 
truth, that he had the {mall-pox, impofed the 

nance upon himfelf; and faid, the fifth day of 
i illnefs, in the night-time, to thofe who were 
about him: J have no defire to be compelled to renew the 
Same feene as at Mets; let the Dutchefr & Aiguillon be 
informed, that fhe will do me a pleafure in removing the 

ntefs Dubarri, After thie painful feparation, the 
Clergy had no difficulty of fucceeding in other refpects; 
Lewis XV. received the Sacraments two days after: 
sresious to which, the Grand Almoner made the 
Ftowin fpeech on the part of his Majefty : 

a ‘Although the King be accountable to none but 
God for his condudt, he is forry to have given any 
* occafion of feandal tohis fubje@s ; and declares 
» that he will hereafter live only for the mainte- 

Ls “nance 
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“nance of religion, and for the happinefs of his 


be Reo! i 
e orator’s intention in this difcourfe was to pre~ 

ferve the dignity of his mater, which led him to 
advance an abfurdity; a thing contrary even to the 
maxims of the clergy; for admitting even thar the 
King were not sccountable for his aétions in a poli- 
tical view, yet he certainly is not the lefs obliged 
to fet the example as a chriftian, in a religions light ; 
and this is the more particularly incumbent upon 
him, ashe isin a more exalted flation, and there- 
fore reflrained by duties of a more rigorous and 
more confpicuous nature. Such is the doctrine 
preached every, day in our pulpits: bat M. de le 

‘oche Aimon, being one of the moft ignorant Pre~ 
lates in France, and of the moft confined talents— 
which indeed is faying a great deal—fpoke with the 
zealof a Courrier, and not of an Apoftle; he was 
@ greater adept in adulation than in reafoning, Hed 
he done his duty, he would undoubtedly have de- 
termined his Majefty to fee the Frince of Conti, 
who was ill in difgrace, and would bave perfuaded 
him to a reconciliation, the firt ftep required of 
dying perfons 

Lewis XV, lived only three days after the facra- 
ments had been adminiftered to him; the next de 
there was a momentary change for the betters this 
was judged by the conduct of the Courtiers, who in 
the firft inflance had hooted the Dubarri’s, fo as to 
compel them all to quit Verfailles, and to force the 
yours Marchionefs of that name, who was obliged 
y her duty to remain with the Countefs d’Artois, 
at leaft to alter her livery, thar fhe might sppear 
Jefa confpicuous: their behaviour was now changed, 
it was continual proceffion of Coaches from Ver- 
‘ailles to Ruelles, where the favourite was, more 
numerous than that from Paris to Verfailles ; but 
they foon retraed, in proportion as the accounts 
‘became more deiperate. 


The 
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‘The King died on the roth of May, at twenty 
minutes after three.. The whole Court intanily 
repaired to Choify; there only remained with the 
body che perfons neceflary to take care of ic: 
the utmoft precipitation was ufed in removing it 
from the caftle; none of the ufual formalitics 
were obferved, for the greater difpatch ; and, a+ 
perfons of the profeffion could not be found, ine 
trepid enough to fulfil them, in forty-eight hours 
time the corpfe, was carried to St. Denis, with 
@ fuite of forty of the body guards, and a few 
pages attended with lights. The comin was put 
laa hunting carriage, and came out at the open- 
ing inthe front; the efcort hurried on the dead 
man, in the fame manner ay he had fo often hur- 
tied them in his life-time. Never was Monarch 
more {peedily conduéted. The fame indecency 
prevailed upon the road among the fpegtators, 
and at St. Dennis: the public-honfes were filled 
with drunkards who were finging, and, if it be 
a fat, thae there is trath in wine, we may 
eafily judge of the fentiments of the people from 
the ‘fpeech of one of them :-———‘The landlord 
withing to turn this man out of the houfe, in or- 
der to get rid of him, told him that the fune- 
ral of Lewis XV, was going to pafs by; ——- 
What, {aid he, with a Jicentioufnefs which fhewed 
plainly the fituation he was in, the rammed hus 
flarved us in his life-time, and he is mew to deftroy 
us with thirft at hs death? 

A bon mot of anothers kind, attributed to the 
Abbé de Sainte Genevieve, gives us, in addition 
ta this carfe of the populace, the fentiments of 
the citizens, who refle&ted more feriouly, When 
this Abbé was jefted with upon the fubjet of 
his Saint, and upon the little virtue which the 
opening of the fhrine, formerly fo efficacious, had 
jut difplayed- “ Well Gentlemen,” anfwered he, 
* quhat ds you complain of ? is he not dead ? 

Ina word, the furname of Lavis le defiré®, which 


© Lewis the mach-defired, 
was 


as THE PRIVATE LIFE &, 
was unaaimoully decreed to his fucceffor, was ua- 
doubtedly the moft bitter fatire that could be made 
tapon the reign of Louis le bien-cimé®, Decency did 
not permit Lewis XVI. to accept this title of anti- 
cipated flattery, he rejected it with indignation, 
jealoufy, without doubr, of obtaining it more wore 
thily from pofterity. O Utinam 7 


© Lewin the well-beloved. 
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Secret Expedition, from 1758 to 1759. 
ADVERTISEMENT. 


TH E following memeir has been communicated t9 vs 

formerl) by Bcf Clerk ofthe Nowy : this is the ine 
Jormation he gave us refpelimg ths finger pc M, 
Bervyer, then Minifler of thu department, not knowing 
ere ek fe A fp veigonr teers. 
paffed inst, coufulted M, de Leffert, who had embarked 
inthe facadron swlach was intrufled witht, Though 
difappeunted of the profit he had expelted in thes ngage, 
ths merchant swat ml iseen rpg pce liraeg 
have had, He was aman of wader fandig, 
merst, and probity, and, as he had been often at fea, 
was fuficiently acquanted with the navy, to draw up 
an account fuch as the Memfter reqared. In the goref 
af it we fee, that this ranger, thaugh wore conmBed 
with M. Marches than wth ier id mt conceal 
the faults and defels of the former 

a ds Blend the refi, the anecdete of the flap inthe face, 
and the account of M. Marchis, have been commumitaied 
ty at by mam of ceraciy, mle ifiany coat be 
ipe 
a conclude what concerns this celebrated adventurer, 
Be Broke dd cams te Melon, in a reat, where 
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chandize of Afia, return every year from In- 
dia into England, Thefe veffels it was the bufinefs 
tointercept ; and it is of the execution of this pro- 
Jeet that we mean to fpeak, under the title of Secret 
Expedition, 
in +758 there was a man in Paris much accuf- 
tomed to the Oriental feas, who, having been lon; 
in the fervice of the Dutch Company, acquires 
& tolerably accurate knowledge of the trace of the 
Englith in Indias be bad quitted the Dutch fervice 
for fome private reafons, and, being born in France, 
had not loft the fentiments of a good patriot ; he had 
therefore formed the projet of carrying off fome 
of the thips fpoken of above, for which purpofe 
be wanted fome of the King’s frigates ; and, having 
gained accefa to the government, he made his de- 
mand to the perfon who was then charged with the 
department of the navy The Court always dif 
poled to avail itfelf of the lights that are im- 
arted, wifhed to cxamine the matter thoroughe 
f 3 the preje was amply difcufled, and when 
the Minifter was perfe& mafter of it, he found 
it worthy of being carried into execution for his 
Majely M. Marchis (the name of the fpeculator) 
was given to underftand, that it would be more 
lorious for hin to undertake fuch an expedition in 
fe name of the Ring. “The author of the projeé 
who bad not learnt in Holland the intrigues of the 
Court of France, was ally prevailed upon; he 
agreed fucceffively to every thing that was propofed, 
was Ratrered with the fair profpedt difplayed to 
him, and was only fenfible of its varying, when 
Moutters were nearly concluded: at length the veil 
was removed, when it was too late co retract, 
‘The bufinefs is now, to examine what bis plan was ; 
we fhall afterwards fee what method was purfued 
to cirry it into execution, and to accelerate the 
neceffary armament; we fhall then re-affume our 
account of the feveral operations of the campei 
and ingenuoully relate by what fatality, or by a t 
orice 


AS number of fhips laden with the mer. 
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feries of improper meafures, this fine project, fo 
clear, fo fimple, and to all sppearances fo certain, 
has neverthele(s failed in the mof complete man~ 
mer. 

To facceed ina cruize it is neceffary, ift, to afcer- 
tain @ fixed point, where the feveral veffels intend- 
edto be intercepted are to be met with adly, Onc 
tuft know what they will be there at a flated period, 
ir. ‘There fhould be no apprehenfion that the fea~ 
fon, the winds, or the currents should throw the 
cruifing veffels out of their ftations. gthly. One 
mnuft be able to calculate the forces, more or lefs 
numerous, one may have to do with, in order to kee] 
always a fuperior force. sthly, Tn a word, one mui 
at leat have one failing thip, fwift enough to come 
up in achafe with any veffel whatever. The Mini+ 
fter thought be had found all thefe conditions in the 
accepted projet. 

The cruize was at firft fettled for St. Helen's, as 
the place where she ships of the Englifh Company, 
coming from the Indies and China, invariably put 
in; befide the motives of convenience, they have ab- 
folate orders to touch there, to join the fhip fent 
from Europe to convey them. The war gave no 
yeafon to fear that they would alter their route, fince 
they had not done it during the laft war, nor in the 
beginning of this®. It was afterwards demonftrated, 
that the paffage of thefe veffels began in December 
at Toone and ended at lateft in May. This affer- 
tion was fupported by proofs taken from the know. 
ledge of the monfoons, which blow towards the fe- 
veral cosits where the Englith trade, and efpecially 
from the ceceffity of doubting the Cape of Good 
Hope, fo juftly called the Cape of Storms, in the prow 
perfeafon, Befides, this cruife was reprefented as 
one of the moft favourable that could be made, The 
winds in that part ufualy blow from the fame quer- 
ter, are never violent ; the fea is beautiful and calm, 


© Befides, the fabfitence of ube inhabitants of she inland de- 
pended upoa it, for every vere! was oblized to bring there three 

tuos of rice, which chey took up in India, 
the 
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the tky pure and unclouded, the climate wholefome 
and temperate; but the greateft advantege is an al. 
moft certain eftimation of the longitude, without 
fight of land, by the knowledge of the feveral mag. 
netic variations in thefe latitudes. Neither was there 
any reafon to fear being attacked by an enemy of fu~ 
rior force. It is known that the fhips coming from 
ope take great care toavoid St. Helen’s, and the 
Eaglith were not able to recall any forces from India 
that year; fo that it was only neceffary to be able to 
engage a frigate of 40 guns, which fometimes accom- 
panics thefe veffels on their return, or 2 Gifty-gun thip 
coming from England to fetch them, The final refult 
of all thefe fuppofitions was, that it being in our 
power to fend veffels of greater or tefs force, no- 
thing conld prevent us from choofing the beft-failin; 
fips, or even from increafing this advantage by a 
polfible means. What fuccefs was there not reafon to 
expect, when it was confidered that they were King’s 
thips, which were going to attack merchantmen—that 
the former would be newly careened, light, and ma- 
neeavred with as much rapidity as prectfion; while 
the latter would have been fatigued at fea for feveral 
months, would be laden up to their very tops, and. 
would heve the greateft part of their crews difabled, 
‘The projeé being thus fettled, three things were ne~ 
eeffary to make it fucceed; firft to put che fqua- 
dron intended for this enterprize in a ftate of fupe- 
rior firength to the enemy, and to fend it early enough 
not to be expofed tothe hazards and impediments 
which fo often make naval expeditions mifcarry: fe~ 
condly, to provide it with every thing neceffary for 
its prefervation and fubfiftence, fo as to enable it to 
begin the cruife as early, and to continue it 2s long, 
as circumftances should require: thirdly, as harmony, 
exanefs, and perfeverance in the execution, were of 
themfelves futficient to infure fuccefs, the worft effec- 
tual meafares were to be taken to prevent every thing 
that might excite contrary difpofitions between the 
chiefs and the fubalterns. We shall fee by the fequel, 
that this point, eff ecially, was the one in which the 
policy of the minifter mifcarried, Let us now Pros 
cc 
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ceed to examine the ives. Inthe month of 
Anguft 1758, that isto fay, when the fquadron onght 
to have rs fet fail, an order was fent to Breft to fit out 
2.64 gun fhip, and two frigates ‘The mare to acces 
lerate the expedition, one fhip had been pitched upon 
which wes excellently well adapted to the purpofe, 
but which was undergoing a conbderable repair, and 
was in no great forwardnefs; the Court was given to 
‘underftand, thet they had not confidered, that it would 
have been as well to order a fhip to be built on pur- 
pofe ; upon which another of 50 guns was fubftituted 
to it, acknowledged alfo to be very good, but the 
Captain not being fatisfied with her, it was neceflar; 

to name @ third, which wasa vefle] from Provence*, 
We have already obferved, that two frigates were fit~ 
ting out. ‘They could only carry provifions for fix 
monts, and the Commandant had fome only for 
feven, for a voyage of at leafta twelvemonth, This 
inconvenience might eafily have been remedied, by 
loading a pink at the fuite of the {quadron but an 
eafier and lefs expenfive expedient was thought of, 
It was a point fettled, that we fhould not ? Is the 
Madeira iflands witbout having taken feveral prizes 
accordingly, arrangements been alredy made to 
preferve one or feveral of them from hofpital ships, in 
which the provifions of the others thould be put, 
‘Thefe hopes ought certainly to have been very well 
founded, otherwife the expedition was expoled to 
the rifge of failing for a trifling matter, ether by 
watting, ut the firft place they dhould put in at, time 
which was very precious, in fap lying themfclres 
with provifions, or by being dit rbed, for want of 
that. refource, from cruizing as long as it might per- 
haps be neceffary. But the Minifter had no con- 
fideration more urgent, then the gettiog rid of us; 
we are too spt to imagine, in naval affairs, chat when 
once a fquadron is failed, every thing is done, Ours 





© L'Acminzs of 64 guns the two frigates were the 
Zeraxe, andthe Sexswa, of 3% guns cache 
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fill remained fome time in the road; the crews were 
inereafed, but there was no money to pay them, 
«Bills of exchange were fent which were not yet due, 
“At length an examination was made and 40,000 
livres * were embarked, to fupply the want of the 
ink or the deficiency of the prizes, which were 
looked upon as fure. “This was enough to furnith us 
with provifions for ebout fix weeks, and with thefe 
fuccours we fet fail the 14th of Otober, with a to- 
lerably favourab!e wind, The fecret of our commif- 
fion was the circumftance that had been beft ob- 
ferved ; when we fet out, we were fent every where 
but to the place we were going. Two peffengers 
had been put on board of us incognita, which gave 
rife to many {peculations. M, de Mafliac was now 
only anxious upon one point, which was, whether 
we fhould efcape the ifs ; as for the reft, be 
had reafon to congratulate himfelf upon having ua- 
dertaken an enterprize, the fuccefs of which would 
iNuftrate his adminiftration, however fhort, as he 
expected, its duration might be, He depended much 
‘apon the commander of the fquadron ¢ with whom 
he had been intimate. He was a man of fathion, 
but poor, and obliged to himfelf only for his educa- 
tion, Without having ever been at Court, he pof- 
feffed all the art of the moft confummate Courtier ; 
deftitute of any protection or fupport, he had found 
means, by diot of labour, fupplenefs, and perfeve- 
Trance, to fupplant feveral of his comrades ; inured 
to fatigue, exact in his duty, and fond of his profel~ 
fion, he had for a long while commanded 2 frigate, 
in two fquadrons, and had always diftinguithed him- 
felf by his vigilance in difcovering the enemy, his 
adivity in purfuing them, and his ardour to take 
them. Ina word, he was Cardinal Mazarins’s man, 
he was fortunate, Thefe great qualities rendered 
him very Gt to commend the expedition intrufted to 








© Between one and two thoufand pounds. 
$.M. de Marnieres, Captein of s ip, commanded l’Achilles 

M. de Grae, Liewtéaont, the Zephir; and M. Dumsts, the 
iyrene, 


him, 
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” Of the two Captains of the frigates, one was 
id and relation to the Minifter, the other was 
his nephew ; this was their greateft merit. The firft, 
however, paffed for being a good fubaltern officer, 
Such were the Chiefs of our expedition, It began 
happily enough, fince it is become a fortunate event 
for the French, not to be taken upon their going out 
of their roads; we therefore efcaped the Englith, 
who were cruizing on our coafts, and we avoided, 
according to the orders of the Court, taking notice 
of any yeffel whatfoever. On the 18th, M.de Mar- 
nieres, being at more than 150 leagues of Ufhant, 
opened his packets; and the firft relult of this was 
to change our proceedings and to order our frigates 
to give chace to every t ing they fhould meet, and 
to engage, take, or fink the enemy’s ships. The 
very next day we took a fmall Englith collier in 
tow, it feemed a natural thing to burn her, as fhe 
eduld not be of any ufe to us, but, on the contrary, 
muft of neceflity retard us greatly in our conrfe, 
while every inftant of time became daily more pre- 
cious: this was not done, and it was thought proper 
to carry this conquet in triumph, and to take her in 
tow, in order not to lofe fight of her, Confidering this 
merely as an obje@ of parade, our knowing failors 
had occafioned the very next day to prefume that we 
had done right, and that we fhould fearce take any 
prizes, out of the fame nature. Accordingly, as 
early as fix o'clock in the morning, the frigates hay~ 
ing noticed two veffels in the fouth, and S, $. W. 

ftend of remaining with our main-fail, as we were, 
we trimmed our courfes and top-fails, and fteered 
from S,S. E, to 8, 2S. E, near the wind, with the 
Englith flag and ftreamers: the weather having 
cleared up, the veffel in the fouth bore down upon us, 
There was no doubt made of her being a privateer ; 
the was a very pretty built fhip, and fuited us exe 
adtly ; we Xlready congratulated ourfelves upon this 
capture, but this was felling the bear’s-tkin before it 
was killed: inttead of fuffering her to enage herfelf, 
and of making one of the two frigates tack in order 
to gain the wind of her; we failed all three on the 
. ftarboard 
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ftarboard tack, while the bore down on the larboard 
fide, tacking to windward of us, the wind being then 
from S$, W. to SS, W. The Syrene, which was 
foremoft, and neareft to the enemy, having placed 
herfelf along fide the veffel, poured in her broad- 
fide till going forward ; the flag was immediately 
taken down, without fring one fngle gun; it was 
prefumed that the veffel had ftruck, and difpofitions 
were made for taking her in tow. How great was 
our furprize, when we faw the flag hoifted again, 
and the veffel crowded with fails! this maneuvre 
was thought fcandalous and unfair; we talked of 
punithing it as it deferyed, and propofed ample yen- 
geance to ourfelves. She failed away the more ra~ 
pidly ; we were obliged to tack about, and to let 

out our reefs, which were alfo entangled. Durin; 

this mancuvre, which was far from being execute 
with precifion, the enemy got confiderably a-head, 
fteering W. N. W. and after two hours chace, her 
fuperior fwiftnefs ftill enabling her to maintain her 
dvantage, we tacked about with regret of having 
miffed our prey. An inquiry was then made by 
whofe fault this had happened, The Commandant 
laid ie to the charge of the Subalterns; and thefe 
upon their Chief; while matters in the mean time 
‘were not better conduéted, From that day we met 
with none but neutral bottoms, till we arrived as far 
as the Cape de Verd Iflands, where we anchored on 
the 26th of November, This place was, indeed, 
the firit we were to ftop at, according to the orders 
of the Court ; but they were conditional, and the 
fitustion in which we were feemed to enable us 

to proceed, 

tour departure from Frence, we had taken in 
water for more than one hundred days; a circum- 
fiance not known : fo that we had ftill enough re- 
avaining for more than fourfcore, and this, being 
well managed, might have lafied ninety, and even 
an hundred days. Why thould we, therefore amufe 
ourfelves near a week in a ftate of inadtivity entirely 
ufelefs, and lofe a time become more and more pre- 
cious from ali the delays we had sspenensed ? 
1s 
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This was the leat inconvenience we fuftained ; and 
we muft now begin to reveal the firft feed of difcord, 
which increafed fo much in the fequel as to occafion, 
in a great meafure, that ferious of misfortunes which 
the iquadron underwent. We have already obferv- 
ed, that two paffengers hud embarked incognito, 
Who were thefe two men, and what were they to 
do? This wes at firft a problem to the fuperior 
Officers. It might have remained fo a long time, if 
the prefent filence had been obferved: but M, de 
Marnieres bad fearce opened his packets, than it 
was known that there was in them a brevet of Cay 

tain of a frigate for the campaign granted to the 
Sieur Marchis, author of the project, and one of the 
two ftrangers ; the other was a merchant of Lifton®, 
‘This was all that had yet tranfpired 5 it was not 
poflible that it thould be kept a fecret ; but the cir- 
cumftance that ought to have been fo, was, that in 
thefe fame packets there was an order from the 
King which appointed the Chevalier de Graffe Com- 
mandant of the {quadron, in cafe of the death of M, 
de Marnieres, and in cafe they both died, M. Marchis, 
This is the point which gave confiderable offence, 
and that in which the policy of the Miniftry was 
deficient, In fact, no good reception was given to a 
ftranger who only entered into the fervice of the 
navy at that very inftant, and was upon the eve of 
commanding three fets of Staff Officers, It would 
already have been fufficient to fee him fecond Cap~ 
tain ; if that quality, which only fignifies a men in 
 thip who has nothing to, had not comforted them 
for this fuperiority. ics, M.de Marnieres had 
done all he could to elude acknowledging him in that 
rank, and even this acknowledgment had been made 
with fo little form, that, ly fpeaking, he was 
nothing more than a mere paflenger, who is treated 
with fome degree of confideration, He did not even 


*M, de Leffert, » French merchant fettled ot Litbons his 
commifion, a2 being acquainted with the country, was to di- 
reék the fale of the merchandize of the veffels that were taken, 
and to procare an advantageous difpofal of them. 
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enjoy his lodging ; and the Commandant, in beftow- 
ing every mark of vain politenefs upon him, had in- 
fenfibly taken from him all the little privileges which 
might have excited the leat jealouly even in the 

oungett of the Officers. This conduG, irregular as 
it was, would undoubtedly have fucceeded, if the 
morofe and proud difpofition of M. Marchis could 
have agreed with the artful and fupple charaéter 
ot M. de Marnieres ; the latter derived no other 
advantage from his artifices, than to involve him- 
felf every inftant in fredh difficulties, from which he 
extricated himfelf worfe and worfe, becaufe antho- 
rity, when once called in queftion never recovers 
its firft vigour, and always continues decreafing, 

As M. Marchis waa to have the conduct of the ex- 
pedition, it was enjoined to M, de Marvieres, in his 
inftructions, to undertake nothing without having the 
opinion of this ftranger, even in writing. His com 
miflion was efpecially to begin at the departure from 
the Cape de Verd Iflands, aufe, the crofling of 
the Line being confidered as the moft dificult ma- 
Reeuvre, and of the greateft confequence, it was 
neceflary to be guided by an experienced d pilot 3 this 
was the decifive moment. The Commandant might 
till invefh M Marchis, bis advifer, with all the dif 
tin@ions with which it had pleafed the King to ho- 
nour him, make the Officers fenfible of how much 
weight he was to be in the expedition, and keep 
them in fuch awe that they wonld infallibly be in 

oper fubordination, and, if they should. fwerve 

rom it, imprefs them with the idea of difpleafin; 
the Court, and of contributing to the misfortunes o| 
an exp.dition, the app ratus and the fecrecy of 
which kept France in finguiar expeétation, ‘The va- 
nity of M. de Marnieres, and his little fteadinefs, 
not perautting hi n to take that ftep, he did not even, 
in default of that ftea'i1efs, adopt the conduét that 
appe ced the moft neural. Any other man would 
ave ve stured every thing: he we. Id bave declared 
toM Mary ts, that 4s nr rferen. was confidered 
as ufeiels evn - difg aceful ; anu iat one could 
very well do without him. Thc Commandant bee 
ar 
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far from making fach a declaration ; he trufted to 
his policy, and thought by dint of artifice he shoud 
at the fame time fpare his own vanity, that of the 
ftranger, and even that of the fubalterns, He there- 
fore took the advice of M. Marchis only in private, 
and retailed the orders as afterwards as coming from 
himfelf, The campaign would have paffed very 
well in this manner, if this mancuvre had latted; 
but the ftranger and the fubalterns perceiving it, 
‘were equally diffatisfied weth M. de Mernieres “The 
former affeXed to give his advice publicly, and the 
latter to execute nothing that came through that 
channel ; this obliged M. de Mernieres to be per- 
petually devifing expedients to palliate, to calm, 
and to foften; but he did not fucceed on any fide 5 
his people were alienated from him, and M. Marchis 
was reconciled to him merely from motives of po- 
hiey 5 his advice was only afked when it was unavoid~ 
able ; and he opened himfelf only as far as his duty 
and his confcience required ; he entertained a dee 
refentment of the tile attention paid either to his 
perfon or advice ; he found himfelf shamefully abufed, 
and could not avoid, from time to time, letting his 
diffatisfa&tion appear. He in vain attempted, fe 
ral times, to feize a portion of the authority which 
belonged to bint; the only refult of .t was frefh 
animofity ; and the antipathy rofe to fucbh a height, 
that, when we arrive 4 at the Cape of Good Hope, all 
the Staff Otficers, «xcept the Captain, refofed to 
fpeak to him. Notwithftanding Ait thefe divifions, 
Providence, no doubt, watching over us, our croffin; 
the Line was happy ; we had done it #t @ point a1 
in a moment that was favourable ; our voyage had 
lafted but fifty-five days. 

It was in this road of the Cape of Good Ho; 
that the animofities, which till chen ha’ been only 
concealed, broke out: feveral circumtt: wes con- 
curred in 'm king the d-'-ord public Ar firft, the 
Gentlemen of the r,vy nad only fo the intruder 
that general conté: ipt which thev mak. it a cule to 
have for every ane why dew —:t belong to their 
corps; but young men, wit:5u. experience or ‘a~ 

lents, 
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Jents, could not avoid being much kept in awe by 
the capacity of a man who had navigated in India, 
aod in the South Seas ; who had vifited the feveral 
Dutch and Englifh factories ; who bad commanded 
fleets and {qusdcons for the States General ; who, in 
a word, declared himfelf to be invefted with the 
higheft digniries in their fervice. M. Marchis made 
the greater parede of al] thefe circumftances, es he 
was fenfible of what importance it was to place 
himfelf in a confpicuous light; unfortunately, he 
was not artful enough to improve thefe advantages, 
inftead of being referved in his communications, of 
affuming an appearance of modefty, of keeping all 
vying perfons at 2 difance, and’ anfwering ‘only 
jike an oracle, in fhort and ambiguous terms, he 
affeRed lefs to difplay the knowledge of a treveller, 
than the defire of impofing upon credulity; he fell 
into contradi@ions, and f, wanting to appear en 
extraordinary man, he was found inferior to an 
ordinary one. He manifefted his charafter tho- 
roughly, which was a low and puerile vanity, an 
infupportable felf-love : the contempt in which his 
foo was holden, being no more balanced by the 
Bigs opinion of his knowledge, was even ‘erred, 
o his merit: prognoftics, which he hazarded con- 
cerning our navigation, and affertions refpeéting the 
winds and the currents, which were not confirmed 
by experience, made him fall into total difcredit, 
and he was no longer confidered but as an ignorant 
man, and an impoftor. On our arrival at the Cape, 
he was the perfon commiffioned to anchor us in that 
road; and it muft be acknowledged, that, whether 
from timidity or forgetfalnefs of the fituation, he 
did not thine upon that ocafion, The fubalterns very 
readily took notice of his embarrafiment, and availed 
themfelves of it againft him; bat the circumfance 
which made the divifion break out in the mof ftriking 
manner, was the imprudence M. Marchis was guilty 
of, in putting on the naval uniform: this vanity was 
looked upon as an unpardonable infolence ; indig- 
sation was carried fo far, 2s to induce them to for- 
get che King’s orders, the authority of the Com- 
mandant, even all proceedings of humanity: 
us 
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this oceafioned the lefs concern, as the popular re- 
ports that were circulated to his difadvantage in the 
city *, were received with avidity; he was readily 
believed to be aninfamous villain, animpoftor, who 
had deceived the Court, becaufe it was wifhed he 
thould prove fo. M. de Marnieres himfelf gave into 
the divifion, and authentically deprived him of all 
the prerogatives of his place; which he had folemn- 
ly promifed to make him enjoy, and which he had 
even owned, that he could not deprive him of with. 
‘out prevaricating effentially. This ttroke diftoncert- 
ed the arrogance of M. Marchis ; he gave up all the 
profpecs of honours and dignities he had flattered 

imfelf with: he prefented a memorial to M. de Marni- 
eres, wherein he fummoned him to declare categori- 
cally whether he confidered him as ufelefs in the exe- 
ution of the commiffion; in which cafe he intreared 
him to fuffer him to return to Eyrope ; or to punith 
him, if guilty, and that he thought him ftill neceflary ; 
or, ina word, if he were ufe and innocent, to 
fuffer bim to enjoy the rights of the place, M.de 
Marnieres was not 2 man to ata decifive part with 
refpex to thefe propofals. He could nor but ac~ 
knowledge the goodnefs of the praje@, of which 
feveral experienced officers of the Company aflured 
him; on the other hand, he wanted fome perfon to 
be anfwerable for the fatlure of it, if it did not fuc- 
ceed: he was therefore far from giving M. Marchis 
the liberty of departing, as ufelets, or from pu- 
nifhing him as guilty; but he did not reftore him 
to the fungtions which he claimed; he fhoffied, he 
eluded, he gained time; and we left the Cape with~ 
out cither o them knowing what they had to depend 
upon, and what their intentions were. 

At length, on the 17th of February, in the 
morning we fer fail; every one was attentive to 
the mancuvres going forwards, and at that inftant 





© We thal be informed what thole reports were, by & thor 
account of the life of M. Marchis, commeanicated to us by an 
officer very well acquainted with him ia india: it is too loog to 
beinlertedin a note. 
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a fecret was to be brought to light, which had excited 
the curiofity of the whale f{quadron for feveral months; 
when it was feen that we were returning the fame way 
we came, it was no longer doubted that we were go- 
ing to cruize off St.Helen’s: this projeét could not 
be cenfured, becaufe it was approved by all the able 
failors of the Cape. The merit of the invention 
only was depreciated ; the form and the execution 
of it was criticized, and ir was faid, that it was 
undertaken too late; it was known for a certainty, 
that no other thips than thofe from China were to 
pafs that year, ‘Thefe reproaches could not fall 
upon M. Marchis ; he, on the contrary, retaliated 
with more reafon, and found fault with the feve-~ 
ral mancuvres ; he complained, that his advice was 
atked and not followed: but, notwithftanding all 
thefe obftacles, we perceived St. Helen’son the fifth 
of March, 

We cruized till the 4th of May, without falling 
in with any but neutral veffels, which affured us we 
Should infallibly meet with the fhips from China 
that were not yet paffed, end perhaps with others, 
‘This intelligence was very difpl eating to the officers, 
who, preferring the gratification of their jealoufy to 
their intereft, were defirous that the proje@ should 
mifcarry, not only in the execution, but even in the 
fpeculation; and exerted their utmoft endeavours to 
effeG this, The author of it was more ami more 
Tooked upon as a cypher; be was not confulted 
wpon eny thing; or, if M,de Marnieres did fome- 
times afk his advice, it was with a defign to follow 
it in an improper manner. _M Marchis had obferved 
at firft, that, in order to reconnoitre the Jand, we had 
been too near it, and had run the rifque of being dif- 
covered by the enemy: and afterwards, that we had 
got too far from it, keeping ourfelves fometimes at 
more than so leagues diftance from it, fo that fhips 
might cafily land between ts and the ifland*, He 

reafoned 











© ‘This conjeftore waa verified by the interception of the 
Swit, «loop coming fiom St. Helen's to cruize ia the way 
of the dhips expeéed from China and India, which had de- 
clared, 
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reafoned upon this objeétion like anexperienced failor. 
In fat, faid he, all hit be the cuftom of the 
Englith returning from India, either to keep in the 
datitude of St, Helen's, about 80 leagues diftant, as it 
is only accordingly to their eftimate ; it is very pofli- 
ble that there may be an error of 30 or go leagues 
in their calculation, efpecially after fo long a voy- 
age: he alfo obferved that the frigates fometimes 
parted company ; in @ word, he faw nothing but in- 
dolence, negligence, want of precifion, and pitiful 
mancuyres, and efpecially improper difpoftions, 
prevailing in the cruife, the principal fuccefs of 
which was to depend upon the vigilance, the atten- 
tion, and the zeal with which it fhould have been 
purfued. 

However, notwithftanding the various caufes 
which ought to have occafioned the total mifcarriage 
of the plan of the campaign, on the 4th of May we 
difcovered four veffels, judged to be fhips from 
China, becaufe finking deep in the water, they ap- 
peared to be heavy laden in their tops, according to 
the nature of the is they carry ; a circumitance 
not obferved in veflels lefs encumbered, and able to 
fail with more advanjage. It would be tirefome 
to give an account of the mancuyres of that 
memorable day, in which the joy of the crews was 
at firft che greater, as the eneuy feemed to fhew ex- 
treme confidence, and were tailing down dire€ly 
upon us, Ie was then only eight o'clock in the 
miorning, and they were not at four leagues dil- 
tance; we did not dare to put upon the fame tack 
as they were for fear of alarming them; this was 
only done about noon, when, by the feveral evolu~ 
tions they were, abferved to make, ir was judged 
they were beginning to fufpe@ us, and whin they 


clared, that # veffel from Europe had put sn on the rath of 
Ma ch laden with money foi the sand, ¢1d had departed ime 
medatcly for B2tcoole, without ou: having kaown any 
thing or the matte. The precaution takes, o2 tui otvafva 
Jultissd alto the reproach 0. -M. de Ma-chis, of om having got 
tro ncar the jaad, face 11 probable that Boop had only been 
aiipatched, upon the knowledge tat Pus beew gained in the 
wand of our crue, by ou IPptRdet. Loeet ed g ventles ta, 
defen dy chum. 
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were befides too far engaged, bemg only about a 
league from us, 

‘The chace we gave them was then fo ill execu- 
ted, that we were not able to gain more than about 
league upon them before night, when we entirely 
fo:t fight of them. 

M, Marchis obferved four capital faults, which 
had occafioned the little fuccefs of the day. 

ift. He had for @ long while complained that we 
did not keep in the latitude towards the middle of 
the ifland ;—that his inftru@ions were by no means 
tollowed, which were, that the Syene, as the beit 
failer, fhould keep the moft to windward, in 
16° so’, and we in the middle, in 15%, from 45 
to 50’, Inflead of which it appeared, that on this 
oy the moft forward veflel was only in 15? 45’. 
What a prodigious difference! If we had remained 
in our proper itations, the enemy being exadtly in 
the mid-way of the land, according to cuftom, 
would have been under our fheets, and could nor 
have efcaped us. 

adly. He wanted the Syrene, on account of her 
fuperior fwiftnefs, to be always, at break of day, 
three leagues to windward; which was not done, 
me three veffels for tome time having failed all to- 
gether. 

gdly In order more effeftually to deceive the ene- 
my, he pretended that it was neceffary to hoift Dutch 
colours. It was the more eafy to impofe upon them 
by that manquvre, as it was the feaion for the fe= 
cond fleet froma the Cape, and as it was fettled, that 
in cafe of feparation the meeting was to be at Sr. 
Helen's, 

‘athly, As the Syrene was feen to fall to leeward 
in the afternoon, the fignal was made to her to fail 
asclofe to the wind as poffible. This fignal was 
made witha flag half blue and balf white, M. Mare 
chis was much concerned at this, becaufe, the white 
colour being the mot confpicuous at a diftance, the 
fight of that was alone fuficient to confirm the 
Englifh in their {ufpicions, and entirely to difcover 


a A fifth, 
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A fifth, more effential fault, was found out two 
days after, when the Syrene, which had been loft 
ever fince the evening of the 4th, was found again, 
M, Dumatz, her Ceptain, ‘having pafled by oor 
ftern, reported, that at the beginning of the night, 
not diftinguiihing us any longer, he had made feve- 
ral tacks; that in the morning, chance hed meade 
him difcover the four Englith yeffels; that be had 
kept them in fight all day: that towards evening he 
had perceived he was gaining upon them, but that 
uneafy about our abfence, he had thought proper to 
return to the place of cruife, and to give an account 
of what he had feen, 

This event occationed the queftion to be afked, 
why M, de Marnicres had not given inftru@ions in 
cafe of feparation et the time of chafing. It is 
Certain that the Syrene was fufficient tofeize and take 
thefe four veffels in tow, if fhe had been ordered to 
purfue in full fail, without concern for the reft of the 
fquadron, 

By the report of the frigate, it wes judged thet 
the nglifh bad not given up the project of entering 
the ifland, and upon this occafion the moft prodest 
plan was adopted, which was to continue to block 
Itup, by keeping, however, at a fufficient height 
to difcover the enemy again, if they fhould remain 
in thofe latitudes, In this inftance M. de Marnieres, 
fenfible from al! that had peffed, of the injury he 
had done to Government, was defrows of reconcil- 
ing himfelf with M, Marchis; he invited him to a 
Council halden among the Captains, and followed 
his advice ; but this did not laft long. 

The s4th of May we got 2 more complete fight of 
a veffel difcovered the day before. This veficl, after 
feveral mancuvres, bore down upon us; we found 
that the was a man of war, but of inferior force to us ; 
there was every reafon to prefume that fhe was the 
Ship for the efcort, soning from Eprope, to take un- 
der its convoy the ships of the Englith Company : we 
had as yet done every thing that wes neceffary to 
deceive the enemy ; we bad fent away the frigates 
nearer to land, we had fhut up the port-holes of our 

M3 firtt 
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firft battery, and even maiked fome of the fecond 3 in 
the mean time we were endeavouring apperently, by 
feveral expedients to make the Achille lighter; and 
by a were made in this refpect, which fhould 
have been tried fooner. Even the advice of the fat- 
lors of Provence was negleéted, although they had 
been before on board this fhip, and indicated the 
methods practifed upon other occafions to make her & 
good failer, 

‘The wind, however, was favourable to us, and 
though the enemy, having difcovered our fdperi- 
ority, was bearing away, yet we gained upon them 
imperceptibly, and our viGory feemed unavoidable, 
when M. de Marnieres, by an iinprudence which can 
on'y be attributed to French eagernefs, loft all the 
aivaatage of the day, In order to provoke his adver 
fury to the combat, he wanted to fire chafing guns; 
he mentioned it to M, Marchis, who reprefented to 
him——ift, That it was entirely difcovering our= 
felves to be French; that the enemy, alibough they 
had every reafon to believe us fuch, might {till be in 
doabr, adly, That we were going to put it in their 
power to calculate our forces, by the weight of our 
metal, 3dly, That the chafing guns would retard 
our progrefs. gihly. That on the contrary, by in 
viting him to anfwer us .with his ftern-chace, we 
tuenithed him with the means of accelerating his 
flight, as it was known by experience. The Com~ 
tmeandant, not being fond of reprefentations, was re~ 
girdlefs of this, he gave orders to bring the guns 
rorward, and to prepare for a&ion, Accordingly, 
the Chaplain gave the bleffing, and the scclamations 
of Vive le Roi announced the joy and eagernefs of the 
crew, Silence enfued, when M. de Marnieres pro 
nounced the following harangue : 

“© My friends, you are all brave men: J have 
*© nothing to fay to you=—you want cloaths, there 
« js a magazine where you will find fome.” 

Freth acclamations followed this fpeech; the 
white flag was hoifted, and feveral chafing guns 
loaded with ball were fired, Ac the third fhot the 
Englith were rouzed; they boitted the flag of their 

nation, 
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nation, with a red ftreamer, and anfwered us by 
feven ftern-chace; we fired ata diftance, but the 
enemy feemed to be pleafed with the {port, and they 
returned us our bullets with intereft; we were now 
but juft within cannon-fhot ; their guns carried fur~ 
ther than ours, and fell in our rear, atthe diftance 
of ten toifes from our ftern gallery: during this time 
the enemy were endeavouring to lighten the fhip, 
by throwing every thing oversoard, which we per- 
ecived, by the feveral things which floated alongfide 
of us. The wind continued to favour us; the Englith 
were falling toleeward, and we were within cannon- 
thot ; a calm then came or, the enemy were unable 
to fleer the veffel in {pite of all their endeavours ; 
they prefented their broadfide, and we could count 
their port holes; the Mafter Gunner, burning with 
impatience, came to affure M. de Varnieres, that 
he could diftinguifh the fhip perfectly from his up 
per deck, and that the whole broadfide would inke 
effet. The Captain determined to wait till we 
came nearer, hile thefe deliberations were going 
on, the wind changed ; it thifted from one potnt of 
the compafs to another, and thefe variations were 
not fuffictently attended to ; there was no difcipline 
obferved—no man was at his pol; every one was 
talking ; one officer was crying out, draffe bas bord ; 
another, braffe tribord; a third, braffe quarié. “lhe 
enemy, in filence, watched the moment when the 
wind should fettle: this inftant arrived ; the wind 
blew S.E.; we bore down upon the fiarboard tack, 
and the Englith, as by enchantment, gor fuddenly 
to windward of us, their fails full and fwelled out, 
and cutting the fea with rapidity ; then M, de Mar- 
nieres fired a broadfide, but it was too late. ‘The 
whole crew was exafperated———not one fhot took 
plece—every man was out of his fenfes ; it was re- 
folved to chafe, and we were three quarters of an 
‘hour in trimming the fails we might have made ufe 
of, The rage became general ‘Ihe Staff officers 
alone could not contain their joy; they eat their 
fuppers with an appetite and a fatisfaftion that can- 
not be too much admired, The night was dark, 
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and we waited for the moon, to eftimate the diftance 
of the enemy, ‘The moon appeared, but it was only 
to make our fhame confpicuous ; we found that they 
were already near half aleague ahead. Having no- 
thing better todo, we continued the chace ; we had 
kept fight of the fhip tolerably well in the night ; but 
the Captain, abforbed in grief, having retired into 
his cabin, in two hours time the enemy had evi- 
dently gained ground, and the crew, unable to con- 
tain their rage, attributed this to the negligence, un- 
fkilfulnefs, and efpecially to the bad intentions of the 

officer of the watch, 
At day-break we difcovered two other fail, befides 
the fhip we were chafing, which foon failed clofe to 
~the wind, as we did; the enemy feemed embarraffed 
at this manceuvre, and they bore down for a mo- 
ment, as if to crofs ahead of us, and for fear of finde 
ing themfelves between us and the two veffels; 
which it was imagined they took for our fri- 

ates. : 

. M. de Marnieres, being recovered, expreffed his 
fatisfaQion at feeing the enemy bear down; he 
refuined confidence, and once more flattered hime 
felf that he fhculd feize upon her ; his eagernefs em- 
bracing cvery thing, he wonld not lofe the two 
other voffels ; the frigates would have been of great 
ufe in this circumflance, and he was fenfible of the 
fault he had committed, in feparating himfelf from 
them; they would have piven chace to the twa 
veffels newly ditcovercd, which muft alfo have been 
thips from China, while the Commandant would 
have purfued and fought the man of war. In order 
the better to deceive the latter, having obferved 
that our eneny had his fag up, he likewife hoifted 
red flag, What was the confequence of this ma- 
nesuvre? The Englith fhips, perceiving our artifice, 
bore away again to windward, withont any miftruft 
of the two veffels, We perceived thata fault had 
been commited, and we endeavoured to repair it 
by snother; the red flag was taken down, and a 
white one hoifted, with the firing of a gun. The 
whole of this condu& was abfurd. After having 
thus 


APPENDIX 2p 


thus informed the Englith man of war we were in 
chace of, that the two veffels which appeared did 
not belong to us, this was alfo endeavouring to 
inake the veffels from China fenfible we did not ve- 
long to them; and as they mnt have obferved us 
purfuing the former, it was alfo letting then: know, 
that, we being French, the thip we were chafing 
mutt neceflarily belong to their nation M Marchis, 
very much piqued at not having been confuked in 
the leat upon this bufinefe, made loud complaints. 
he forefaw what had happened, which is, that we 
thould take neither the man of war nor the mers 
chantmen, My,de Maynieres had for a long while 
entertained the hope of taking the firft, and he con- 
foled himfelf with regard tothe ref, faying, that he 
preferred glory to profit. But the whole was a device 
of the enemy, who, by artfully flackening his courfe, 
induced him to continue the chace, and by that 
means gave time to the merchantmen to difengege 
themfclves, and to fly ; when he thought them out of 
danger, he reaffumed his courfe, and evidently left 
us far behind 

The next day no more thips were feen; we 
thought ourfelves very fortunate in finding our frie 
gates again; and, the feurvy beginning to attack 
the crews, we talked of putting an end to the cruize, 
‘There was at leaft one more yeifel to pafs from Ben- 
gal. M Marchis propofed to take the fick men out-of 
the frigates, and to leave them upon the ftation one 
month longer; but the Commandant, too weak, did 
sot ware to propofe the thing to the Captains, and, 
notwithftanding all the obfervations of his fecond 
Captain, fettled the time of his departure, in order 
10 put inat the bay of All Saints, the place to which 
we were ordered to go, not to difplay onr fhime 
there, but to difpofe of the rich cargoes we were to 
have feized. 

M, de Marnicres had not even, before he de- 
parted, the irifling fatisfaétion of doing fome mif- 
chief tothe enemy, as he had flattered himfelf_ he 
fhould; with the intention of avenging himfelf of 
his ill fuccefs, he threatened to attempt a coup de 
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‘sin upon the road of St.Helen’s, either to carry 
of the veffels which fhould be there, or to burn 
them: the report of the frigates deprived him of 
this defperate refource, for they declared that there 
was abfolutely nothing in that road. 

We anchored on the gth of June at the bay of 
All Saints, where we had the mortification to find 
ourfelyes along fide of the fix China thips which we 
had miffed, and whofe cargoes, according to the de- 
pofition they had given in to the Admiralty of that 
town, amounted to 9,000,000 crufades, that is to fay, 
22,500,000 livres. * 

Tt is unneceffary to add how much we were 
laughed at by the Captains ; while they owned tous, 
that their crews, which did not confift of a handred 
men in each fhip, were more than half of them dif+ 
abled; and while they confirmed the accuracy of all 
the obfervations of M. Marchis, refpeéting our im- 
proper manceuyres, and our falfe calculations. M, 
de Marnieres had ftilla glimpfe of hope remaining, 
by exerting all his efforts with the Portuguefe Go» 
yernorf, that he might oblige the Enplith to fet 
fail, after having obtained the fuccours they afked 
for; but the Englith anfwered with haughtinefs, 
that they could not do this in prefenve of an enemy, 
and that if the Governor perfifted in this a& of vio- 
lence, they would run themfelves aground under the 
forts of the capital of Brazil, and would make the 
Court of Portugal refponfible to their Government, 
dn the mean while, they built in filence a floop, 
which they fitted out and difpatched to Europe, 
to give intelligence of their fituation, and to afk for 
anefcort. This floop fet fail before our eyes, and 











© Upwards of nine handred thowfand pounds Rerliag. 

f.Thefe efforts malt have been the more cnavailing with 
the Vice-Roy, as he favoured the Engtith very much. and had 
Defides, no grest veneration for M. ae Matnieres, whom he call- 
edz pover haomo, poor ceature. As the Commandant ncver 
went te hie bonfe withoat being accompanied by the Chevalier de 
Grafie, Captain of the Ze kind of Coloffue, very heavy, 
very ihepit, end very beutil surogance, the Governor uled 
to cali himCavario, a hole, 
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it was not thought worthy of the French flag to pur 
fue her. 

‘Thus ended this expedition, which was unfucceffl- 
fal only from bad intentions--from difobedience to 
the King’s orders, and to the inftru@ions of the 
Minittry—from a variety of faulis committed with 
impunitya<from prevarications on the part of the 
Subslrerns—and fom weaknefs on the part of the 
Chief, 

It cannot reafonably be attributed to M. de Mar-~ 
nieres, that he had not a fincere defire to capture 
the veffels he had -orders to intercept; he ardent- 
ly withed, efpecially, to take the man of war, 
With the moderate fortune this Captain was pof- 
feffed of, a profit of above a million*, which would 
have been his fhare, was too powerful a bait for 
him to give up wilfully the rich captures that might 
be made ; and with regard to the fecond conqueft, 
it was of the utmoft ufe in balancing his firlt mif- 
takes, It would have been no fmall triumph to 
carry back into France a man of war taken from 
the Englifh in thofe diftant feas; a kind of triumph 
which we had only experienced twice fince the be- 
ginning of hoftilities, There are certainly errors 
enough to be laid to the charge of M de Marnieres, 
who notwithftanding his good intentions, was ef- 
fentially, and toall intents and purpofes, the caufe 
of the failure of thescampaign, 

‘Thefe errors were, firit—in not having put M. 
Marchis in full poffeffion of his poft, as fecond Cap- 
tain, on the departure from France—in not having 
punifhed the officers, when they firft failed in re‘pect 
towards him, as if they did not confider him as fuch— 
in not having literally conformed himfelf to bis in- 
ftruGions, in adopting his advice upon all points, 
fince he was obliged to alk, and to follow it—in hav- 
ing encouraged the contempt of the Subalterns, by 
his ill judged prefainption—in having taken no notice 
of all’ the injurious behaviour of the latter—and 


$ About fourfcore thonfand pounds, 
finally, 
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finnaily, in having carried matters fo far as to give 
a fanétion to them by his example. 

With regard to the Officers ®, itis certain, from 
the gener teftimony of all the crews, that, far from 
feconding the good intentions of M.de Marnieres, 
they have contributed their utmoft efforts to make 
them mifcarry, apprebending the chaftifement which 
they might incur, if M. Marchis, by the fuccefs of 
his eypedition, fhould acquire fome credit with the 
Miniftry ; and, feeing no other method to cfcape 
them, but by caufing the complete failure of the 
projeét, and oy repreventing its author as an adven- 
turer, who had led Government into an error, they 
facrificed a moderate profit to the envy with which 
they were at firft tormented, and afterwards to the 
prefervation of their rank, and to their own fecurity, 

"The better to underftand to what a degree their 
wane of fubordination, their malice, and their rage 
ed been carried, we muft.refume matters further 

ack 

In the firft preperation. for aGtion, M. Marchis, as 
feccnd Captain, had taken his poft upon the forecaf- 
tle, where a Sub-lieutenant ¢ was to be under his or- 
dors 5 but, far from receiving them, the latter pre- 
tended having a right to command alone, adding, 
that he was not made to ferve under fuch a beggarly 
fellow: fortunately, this quarrel could have no effet 
upon an engagement, which did not take place; but 
it was attended with confequences during the reft of 
the campaign, inafmuch as, notwithflanding the com- 
plaints of M Marchis, he received no fatisfaGtion ; 
which encouraged the infolence of the other, and 
of the ret of nis comrades. 

M. de Marniercs had pretended, that this adven- 
ture was @ private affair between man and man, 
which it was cuftomary for Officers to decide among 
themfelves. In confequence of this opinion, when 
they errived at che Bay of All Saints, M. Marchis 
invited his adverfary to land ; but the latter refufed 
it conitantly, under pretence that it was beneath him 


© The Staff of the Acurizx is ooly meast here, 
+ OM dele Vicoms 
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to fight with 2 man of his ftamp, Upon this there 
arofe fo violent a quarrel, that M. Marchis, bein; 

flrong and ftout, after having boxed his adverfary's 
ears, Was going to throw him into the fea, from the 
gallery, where this fcene pafled, when people came 
to feparate them, ‘They were both put under arreft ; 
but the body of officers having abufed the Comman- 
dant for affimilating fo vulgar a man to one of their 
members, he fent NL. Marcha to land, and the other 
left his cabin. 

Je was neceffary to return to France, and that M, 
Maichis fhould reimbark, M, de Marnieres contrived 
to put him under an arrefl on his entrance into the 
fhip, and to leave him in that fituation till the 
moment when we anchored at Breft, on the 3d of 
November. He arrived in this ftate of captivity, 
like a prifoner of flate, guilty of the moft heinous 
offences’ he fet off for Paris; and, by the examina~ 
tion of his complaints, it was acknowledged that 
there was not only good reafon for them, but thar 
he had alfo given an excellent projet. He was 
vaguely affured that jutice fhould gone to him, 
ind he was afked to execute other expeditions of the 
fame nature, with a promife that he fhould be ab- 
folute matter of them ; that he fhould be appoint- 
ed Chief Commander; and that he fhould only 
have under his orders Officers belonging to the 
India Company, the moft traétable and mot expe- 
rienced, Such was the vanity of this man, that, 
getting every thing he had fuffered—all the i 
nities, all the horrors, with which he ha 
tormented-—all the deceit that had been prattifed 
with regard to him—he confented to every thing that 
was required of him, and prepared bimfelf for » fe~ 
cond fecret expedition, 

In the meanwhile, M. de Marnieres had been 
called upon, and was very much embarraffed; he 
was nephew to the Lieutenant Colonel of the 
Regiment of Guards, an Officer very much efteem= 
ed; he had other protectors, whom he had flirred 
up in bis favour, and all his corps, befides, were 
imerefted in not fuffering him to fall « vidimina 

difpure 
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difpute of fuch a nature, Unfortunately, the en- 
gagement of M. de Conflans had not brought that 
corps into very high eitimation; and if there had 
been a favourable opportunity for ing an exam- 
ple of « nayat Officer ina Court Martial, it was cer~ 
tainly that. 

M. de Marnieres, a man of underftanding, but 
whofe head was eafily bewilderc¢, con.mitted in his 
defpair a rath a@, worthy of the moft extravazant 
micihipman, or rather, in fri juftice, an 2é& for 
which he deferved capital punithment, He one day 
went to the play, where M. Marchis was, and, as 
the latter was handing a Lady down ftairs, he gave 
him a flap on the face with his left hand, and with his 
right drew his fword, and fhortened it in order to 
make ufe of it againit him as a dagger. This occas 
fioned a great tumult, ‘They were arrefted, and fome 
of the guards of the Marfhals cf France were ct over 
them: the affair was carried co their tribunal ; with 
which folicitations prevailed fo flrongly, that the 
declined fettling the matter, undcr pretence that M. 
Marchis, having had only a brevet of Captain of a 
frigate for the campaign which was at an end, he 
was no longer a milttary man, They only unithed 
M. de Marnieres for having difturbed tranquillity in a 
public place, and condemned him to remain a few. 
weeks at Fort l'Evéque. 

During this interval, the proteGors of the prifon- 
er furrounded the Minifter: they reprefented to him, 
that it was not poflible for a man who was difgraced, 
by having received a flap on the face, to havea 
command ; that it was neceflary be fhould previoufly 
fight ; that he fhould either be killed which would 
render bim vfelefs, or that he fhould kill, which 
would render him amenable to juftice ; that in either 
of the cafes he could not remain in France; and 
that it would therefore be moft proper to avoid a 
misfortune, by giving him orders to quit the king- 
dom before his adve: came out of prifon. Such 
was the weaknefs of ‘Government, that the circum. 
ftance which ought to have ruined M, de Marnieres 
without refource, on the contrary faved him. M, 

Marchis, 
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Marchis received aa order to quit the kingdom at 
a ftated time, and he went into the fervice of Den« 
mark, 


A fort Accsunt of M, Marchis. 


M. Marchis was born at St. Malo; his father 
kepr a lirtle alchoufe there, at the fign of the White- 
crofs: he did not fucceed, and, upon the report of his 
fon having made a fortune in India, be embarked as 
a folder on board the St. Louir, a fhip belonging to 
the Company, where he died. His fon had pailed as 
a common failor, M, Dupleix took him from that 
fituation, to make him navigate as an officer upon the 
private fhips which he was fitting out for the trade 
of India. It was then that M. Mirchis, coming back 
from Manilla on board of one of thofe fhips, as fe~ 
cond Lieutenant, was taken inthe ftraits of Malacca 
by the Englith, who landed their prifoners at Batavia, 
M. Marchis was not deficient eithes in underftand- 
ing or talents; he hada difpofttion to learn all lan- 
guages with facility ; for this reafon, after having 
Tearned Dutch, a citizen of Batavia gave him an em- 
barkation of 150 tons to conduét to Peru. It was on 
his return from that voyage that F Ee acquainted 
with him, being then jut arrived, and appointed fu- 
percargo for China, word which the General faid 
tome, furnifhed me with an opportunity to propofe 
M, Marchis to him as firft Lieutenant of the fhip on 
board of which I was to go. He told me to bring 
M. Marchis to him, for he did not know there was 
fach a man in being. However, after afew queftions, 
he pleafed the General, who appointed him fet Lieu- 
tenant in the fervice of the Company. 

Our voyage was but juft begun, when I remarked 
a fhare of felf-futficiency in M.Marchis, which ex- 
ceeded his talents; he had no furplenefs vith his fu- 
periors, was haughty with his equals, and treated his 
inferiors with contempt; more efpecially he was fin~ 
gularly vain, and attempted to keep up his confe~ 
quence by unfufferable gafconades. I did not fail to 
reprefent to him in private that this was not the way 

to 
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to.get forward, efpecially in a foreign country. But 
my counfels being often repeated, alienated M. Mar- 
chis from me fo much, that] faw him no more after 
our return from this voyage. As no Captain would 
receive him as a fecond, an old veffel was given him, 
upon which wood for conftruion is fetched alon, 

the coatt of Java; a0 employment which noone will 
accept 

M, Marchis, to extricate himfelf from this fitua- 
tion, thought proper to marry the young widow of a 
hair-dreffer, of 2 French family of refugees, whom he 
knew to be much protefed by the General; by this 
means he got a fine fhip of 1200 tons, quite new, 
coming from Europe, deftined to go to Surat, and 
from thence to Moka: which is an exceeding good 
voyage, When they came back to Surat, the butinefs 
was to return to Batavia, in order to have the hip 
cleaned and careened ; but M Marchis withed to re- 
turn to Moka, that voyage being Jucrative. 

It is neceflary to know, that in the fervice of the 
Dutch Company, the Captain is abfolute matter 
while he is at fea, but as foon es he has caft anchor 
in any road or port, where there is an eftablifhment 
of the Company, he cannot do the leat thing 
without the order of the man who commands by 
land; thefe orders, of whatever little confequence 
they may be, are even given in writing, and are an 
indemnity to the Captain. The perfon who then 
commanded in the road was an extremely rath and 
extravagant man, detlitute of probity. M. Marchis 
eafily engaged him, by fome views of intereft, to ap~ 

int him to return to Moka, and to fend back to 
jatavia the fhip deftined for that voyage ; and he al- 
fo perfuaded hun, that there was nothing more eafy 
than to run aground and to carcen the fhip in the 
river of Surat. Two Captains of the Company, ex- 
ceeding good failors, whom 1 knew there at that time, 
being acquainted with this refolution, went to repre~ 
fent to the Dire@or, thet, as fervamis of the Com- 
pany, although the matter did not immediately con- 
cera them, they felt themfelves obliged to give him 
notice 
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notice that the fhip would infallibly be loft in that 
enterprife: they were not in the leaft attended to, 

Accordingly, M, Marchis run his thip aground, 
which fplit as foon as the water retired. the Die 
re€tor then reprefented to M. Marchis that they were 
both ruined, but that perhaps if one of them defert- 
ed, the other might be able to exculpate himfelf, by 
Taying all the ‘blame upon the abfent man, ‘fhis 
made M, Marchis take refuge at Bombay, and from 
thence he returned to Europe. ‘The wort part of 
the affair was, that he carried off between forty and 
fifty thoufand livres +, which he had teken at a ven- 
ture at Batavie ; intend of which he only left his 
wife in mifery, where 1 faw her five years previous 
to my departure from India. 


t Between one and two thoufsnd pounds. 


Ne, J, 
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Extrad of a Later fron ie of the 27th of May, 
1 a 


OU judge rightly when you difcover the Je~ 
fuitical {pirit in every thing which is iffued ar 
prefent from the Court of Rome ; Ricci is the author 
and inftigator of it. This outrageous defpot fore- 
fees his fal] to be almoft inevitable, but, like another 
Sampfon, he means to fall with eclat, and, if poffible, 
to involve the univerfal Church in his ruin. Thus 
it is chat the brief fo much laughed at, which you 
confider as animprudence, a great overfight, a deli. 
rium of old-age, is on the fide of the Society a matter~ 
piece of politics, By this contrivance they fet the 
temporal and fpiritual powers again a¢ variance with 
each other; they renew a diffenfion more difficult to, 
be guelled than ever ; and they take perhaps the only 
method to rekindle fanaticifm, extinct in moft of the 
kingdoms of Chriftendom, Clement XIIL, by abdi~ 
eating his quality of Lay Prince, to reftrain himfelf 
to that of Chief of the Church, eludes with fubtlety 
the right of the ftrongeft, How Js JE poms to ate 
tackhim, when intrenched, if we may ufe the expref 
fion, in the forts of the Catholic Faith ? How can we 
attack the Holy Ghoft, with whom he affimilates 
himfelf? What thunder cen be oppofed to that {pi- 
ritual thunder ? Can offended Kings equally lay afide 
the auguft titles of moft Chriftian and moft Catholie 
Majefty, &c ? Will the fonstake up arms againt their 
difarmed father? and if they do, the fpirit of peace - 
and charity, the true evangelic fpirit with which the 
Sovereign Ponti decorates himfelfhis declaration, 
that human blood ought never to be fpilt, in 3 quar- 
rel wherein God alone can be his fupport and his 
judge ; are not thefe the moft proper means to pre= 
ferve at teal, while he lofes his dominions, the affec- 
ten 
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tion of his fubjeéts? Thus he contrives to caft alt 
the odium upon your military executions, and ren- 
ders, at the fame time, both tyrannical and pucrile, 
your recovery of poffeffions, very legitimate perhaps 
at another time. Befides, humanity always pleads 
for the unfortunate ; in the great tragedy which is 
preparing, the people will be moved in favonr of # 
man grown old in Apoftolic labours, praying and 
lamenting at the feet of the altars, offering fngly to 
undergo all the punithment which the Princes chufe 
to infliet upon him, even banishment, in imitation of 
his courageous predeceffors, rather than betray the 

eaufe of the Church, or the duties of bis Miniftry, 
Thus, by the condué of the Holy Father, the 
offended Princes are reduced to enter the lifts with 
him upon equal terms; that is to fay, with the pen, 
and with avanifefto’s, What will you gain by this # 
What will all the perquifitions of your Attornies 
General, or the decrees of your Parliaments, avail 
againt invifible anathemas, which cannot be over- 
thrown by the moft eloquent Tenguage ? Will you 
have reesurfe to your Divines? indoubtedly, you 
will find fome of them bafe enough, and fufficiently 
fold to the Court, to betray their confciences, and to 
find the caufe of the Pope a bad one, were it ever 
fo good, But will the authority of 2 few individuals be 
acknowledged, in a caufe which concerns the whole 
Church? There muft be a General Council, or at 
leatt national Councils ; and it is to this that the Je- 
fuits wih to bring you. Suppofe that in France, for 
inflance, a general affembly of the Clergy fhould be 
holden, as in 1682 is it to be imagined that Lewis 
XV. would be as much matter of this as Lewis XIV, 
was of the former affembly ? If at the laft council in 
1765, convoked only for the prefervation of tempo~ 
ral interefts, there was no pofhbility of putting a ftop 
to the ferment, but by the difperfion of the members, 
what would there not be to fear from this, in which 
the Bifhops will take advantage of the fervices that 
you will want of them ;—in which, acknowledging in 
fome meafure the neceflity of their concurrence, for 
the independence of the Crown, you would ain 
about 





260 APPENDIX 


fabmit yourfelves to their arbitration ;—in which, 
before they determined upon the real objet of the 
convocation, they will renew all their demands, 
and will require that all their complaints fhall be 
redrefled, and all their prote(ts attended to. You 
any be affured that the Jefuits, from the extremity of 
Italy, would govern this conventicle, almoft as ftrong- 
ly asthe Pope’s Confiftory at Rome ; und what fatal 
confequences might not this ftep be attended with, , 
though at firft fight it appear the moft prudent that 
could be taken, the moft conformable to the religion 
of the King, while it is in reality the molt proper 
to awaken Fenaticifan, andto rekindle the flames of 
difcord from one end of Europe to the other? 

What can be done in fuch circumftences, and how 
fre we to extricate ourfelves from this embarraf- 
ment? fhail we, like Alexander, cut the Gordian 
knot, tear off the veil of fuperfition, and fap to the 
very foundations 2 coloffa) rex, which bas no other 
fupport than the heads of the Monarchs trampled 
under ita feet? Such is the with of the clear-fighted 
philofopher, fuch would be the fyftem of an intr 
Pid politician. Unfortunstely, this enlightened age is 
not fufficiently fo, fuddenty to alter maxims tranf= 
mitted from age to age, and confecrated by a long 
fucceffion of ignorance. It has been faid, that re- 
ligion was the firmeft fupport of the throne, that 
without it there would be no good fubjeéts, and that 
if it did not exit it would be the intereft of Kings 
to create one, 

Since a total breach was not determined upon, 
the brief in queftion ought to have been confidered 
as if it had never happened; the revoking of it 
thould have been treated in a clandeftine manner ; 
a dangerous eclat ought not to have been given to 
this affair ; more convenient times fhould have been 
waited for; if it proved impra@icable to fucceed 
with the reigning Pope, we fhould particularly have 
avoided to bake the Royal dignity, and to difgrace 
it by pen and fruitlefs negociations ; neither fhould 
we have reduced ourfelyves tothe cruel alternative, 

either 
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either of committing hoftilities againft an unarmed 
Pontiff, or of being obliged to have recourfe to the 
affiftance of the Bithops, in a caufe which in fag 
is their own, and of which they will always be both 
judge and party, 

Rut profound fpeculators are ftill able to trace 
in thefe diffenfions the pencil of Loyola In the ex- 
tremity to which the Jefuits are reduced, it is their 
intereft to excite troubles and diffenfions in all parts 
sto agitate Europe, in every fenfe, in order to en- 
deavonr to refume their fituation, and to regain the 
ground they have loft. It would not therefore be 
a matter of furprife, if they fhould themfelves 
have fomented difcord in the councils of Princes, 
and if, after having armed the Pope with ana- 
themas, they fhould arm the Kings -with their 
thunder, What will be the refult of all thefe ex- 
ertions > Let us not foreftall events; but their re~ 
ftoration would certainly be more aftonifhing than 
their fall, 


No. 
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No. IL 


Extra of a letter from a Philfopher travelling into 
Corfica, dated the 20th of Auguft, 1466, 


tions about what we intend to do with the 

nt of Corfica. Permit me to acquaint you, that, 
fuppofing a fpeedy and voluotary darren ler of its 
inhabitants, it is one of the beft acquifitions France 
could make,; it is 2 fruitful and excellent country, 
very proper to indemnify her for the lofs of part of 
her other colonies; it will, for inflance, be an ad+ 
mirable fuccedaneum to that of Canada—except furs, 
it will Supply us with every article we got from that 
country. Iam aware that the extent of its territory 
+ isnot to be compared to that immenfe continent ; 
but this isa frefh advantage. Our country is not 
fufficiently peopled to fupply the migrations which 
the latter would require; and the defence of the 
diftant pofts neceffary for our commerce, which can- 
not give mutual effiftance to each other, has always 
appeared to mean invincible obftacle to our fup- 
porting ourfelves in the other hemifphere, againit 
the natural efforts of the favages to defend their 
liberty, and thofe of our neighbours the Englifh to 
make encroachments upon us. I make no mention 
of the dittance of this new world, of the fleets that 
it was neceffary to fend there ata confiderable ex- 
ence, and of the lofs of men unavoidably occafioned 
y fuch long voyages. Let us return to the ifland of 
Corfica, of which I thall give you a defcription, in 
order that you may be able to judge of it, and to 
eftimate the advantages that may accrue to us from 


Viton politicians, Sir, are engaged in fpecula- 
ifla 


it, 
The ifland of Corfica is fituated in the Mediter- 
ranean, between 39 anl 42 degrees latirfWe, lying 
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etween the ifland of Sardinia to the fouth, and the 
coats of Italy to the north, Its greateft length is 
from Capo Bonifacio to the fouth, as far as Cape Corfo 
to the north; this makes 160 Italian leagues, Its 
breadth comprehends 75 of the fame leazues, from 
Capo Galen to the welt, as far as the lake Urbino to 
the eaft; its whole circumference is reckoned to 
amouat to 226 Italian leagues, : 

‘This ifland is divided in ten jurifdi@tions, and four 
fiefs, compofing 68 piewes. 

By pieves we are to underftand a certzin number 
of Teagues included under the fame adminiftration, 
although they are dependent on feveral parithes 
which compofe each jurifdiction, 

Of thefe ten jurifdi@ions, fix are on this fide the 
mountains ; thefe are Capo Corfo, Balagna, Calvi, Baf- 
tia, Certo, Alleria; and three fiefs, namely, Nowsa, 
Brando, and Canary. 

‘The other four jurifdi@ions are fituated beyond 
the mountains ; they are Vico, Ajaccio, Sartene, Boni- 
facia, and the fief of Fria. 

There are five bithopricks in this ifland, Mariana, 
Nebbio, Alleria, Ajaccio, and Sagerne. 

‘The interior part of the lands is covered with 
mountains, feveral of which are planted with olive 
and chefnut trees, and furnith pafture for the flocks: 
between thefe heights there are many fertile plains; 
they abound in vines, orange, bergamot, citron, olive, 
and feveral other fruit trees. Upon the bigheft 
of chefe mountains, which is called Gr adanio, are the 
Jake of Crem and of Dino, at no great diftance from 
each other. From the firlt, iffue the rivers of Liamone 
and Tarignans, one of which flows towards the wet, 
and the other in @ contrary direftion ; that of Gaue, 
iffues from the lake Dime, and difcharges itfelf into 
the fea near Mariana. Befide thefe three rivers, the 
molt confiderable in the ifland, and whieb, with 
fome expence, might be rendered navigable, there 
are feveral others; thefe are only fruall treams, ine 
terfeéting almoft all the plains, and which would 
render them itill more fertile, if their channels were 
multiplied, 

The 
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‘The little province of Balagna is in every refpea the 
moft ebundeat of Cordca y’that of Cave Coe, al- 
though the moft expofed, is very near as good ; and 
all, or almoft ali oF them, require only the labour 
‘of the cultivator. 

As for the produ@tions, befides the vines 1 have 
mertiosed, which yield a white and red wine, that 
might with care be made comparable to the wines 
of Candia, Cyprus, Syracufe, and Malaga; corn might 
alfo be produced there in great plenty, if the terri- 
tory were fertilized in a fmall degree ; and, notwith- 
flanding the idlenefs of the inhabitants, nature, in 
fome meafure too luxuriant, fometimes deceives 
their indolence, and prefents them with a very abun~ 
dant harve(t, There is no want of cattle; birds of 
all kinds are tobe feen here, and quantities of game, 
efpecially the red legged partridge. During the 
winter a fufficient quantity of them are caught with 
a net, to furnith feveral towns in ttaly. ‘This feafon 
likewife produces a quantity of black-birds, which 
are inno eftimation any where elfe, but are here 
very delicate, and much fought after, 

here is therefore nothing wanting in Corfica with 
refpeSt to eatables, except good cooks to drefs all 
thefe provifions. But independent of the articles of 
primary neceffiry, the arts and commerce would alfo 
ind opportunities to exert themfelves. 

There are in this country feveral baths, as wel! 
hot as cold; mineral waters, ferviceable in all kinds 
‘of difeafes ; olive trees, which would furnifh a con- 
fiderable oil trade, and fit to fupply France ; mul- 
berry-trees and filk worms, which, with Demag and 
adtivity, would enable us todo without the filks of 
Italy ; timber for mafts and fhip-building, which 
would indemnify us for the lofs of that of Canada ; 
gold, filver, er, 2nd iron mines; quarries of 
marble and porphyry ; a chryitel of the greateft beau- 
ty, bythe diverfity of its colours, and which is form 
ed in the mountain of 

In general, the climate of the ifland is the fineft ia 
the world. The ky is never darkened two days to- 

» gether. 
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ether. There is fcarce any winter: the heats of the 
Kner are moderated in the mountains by the north 
winds ; they are more violent in the towns of Baftia, 
81, Fiorenes, la Gagliola, Calvi, and Ajaccio, The illneffes 
to which the troops are fubje@, are attributed to 
the heat of the air; and | believe they proceed ra- 
froin want of good water, which thofe places are ve~ 
ey deficient in during the fummer, but which might 
be eafily brought down from the mountains. 

From this thort account, Sir, you will readil 
Judge of the truth of my fpeculations. 1 will not di(- 
femble, that thefe advantages are counterbalanced by 
the enormous expences which muft be incurred in that 
ifland, to fecure it from the infults, not only of the 
nataral inhabitants, whom I fuppofe to be fubdued, 
but of foreigners, The extent of its coaft, andthe 
facility of landing in feveral places, would require 
labours, the celculation of which is alarming Moft 
of the towns are difmantled, or very imperfectly for- 
tified ; the porte either filled * or in bad condition, 
Corte, formerly the capital of the ifland, and which 
ftands almoft in the center of it, at prefent refembles 
more a village thana city, Bafta is the moit re- 
markable town; feveral works have already begun 
to be erected there; but the port in which frigates 
and armed barks cannot enter, ought to be cleared, 
On returning to the weftera coaft, we find Frrenza, 
a town in the moft ruinous condition, Its gulph is 
immenfe, and might contain a prodigious number 
of thips; it is more than a league over, and runs 
three leagues deep into the lands. It is bordered 
with high mountains, which thelter it from all kind; 
of winds except the north-eaft. The harbour is 
filled with rocks near the furface of the water, which 
only admits boats to land. We meet next with la 
Gaghela, which bas a bad road, where sone but tar- 
tans and feluccas can land: after this comes Cole, 
the port of which, thouge very large, can only re- 
Ceive trigates of a moderate fize: the port of Ajac: 
is more convenient, aod deeper, thips may cafi a 
chor there inthe micf of the bafon, Ronifacro cer 
nates the point of the weftern coaft, where there it a 
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fittle port, good and fecure, At the eaftern coaft we 
find Porto Veechio, the moft beautiful port of the Me- 
diterranean ; the largeft fuips can enter it; but an 
unwholfome sir prevails inthe city, which has occa- 
fioned it to be quite deferted, fince which it has not 
been poflible torepeople it, Along this coait, as far 
as Baftia, which terminates it, we find nothing more 
than Alleria, almoft deftroyed. 

You may conceive, Sir, how much money it would 
abforb to render fo many towns and ports, all effenti- 
al ones, of any ufe ; and at which, with more or lef& 
danger, a foreign enemy might land, and convey fac- 
cours to the revolted natives, 

The villages are infinitely more valuable than the 
towns, they are almoft all built upon little mountains, 
and in fituations fortified by nature; all the houfes 
are furnifhed with battlements, arched ways, and 
terraces, and, being continous, flank and defend 
each other ; fothat each of thefe pes would feem 
to require a fiege, of which we have had a fmall 
{pecimen in the villages of Barbagio and of Patrimenia, 

Another unavgidable expence, which would like- 
wife be enorméu§, is that of the roads; which it 
would be neceflary to open throughout the whole 
iffand ; in a word, our engineers, upon a grofs caleu- 
Jation, reckon that two hundred millions * mutt 
be facrificed to put the ifland of Corfica in the moft 
Mlourifhing fituation, There is no donbr but that it 
would one day repay the expences with intereft ; but 
are we able to form fuch Proietts at this period ? 
‘This is a matter that mutt referred to our good 
and wife Minifters; it is certain that every thing 
zanounces the defign of ‘ing this country, bj 
the troops which arrive here every day, and by the 
eftablifhments of all kinds that are forming, as well 
maritime, as military, and nmunicipal, 

The Magittracy will find employment enough here, 
Tn t739, at the time of the redu@ion of this 
ifland by the late Marfhal Maiilebois, there were 
already reckoned 28,000 afleflinations committed 
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with impunity. You may judge how many have 
happened fince that period. It is true that Paoli 
has eftablithed a kind of judicature among his people, 
‘but he is not powerful enough to be able to exert 
it with all the rigour which the ferocity of this peo- 
ple would require. Accordingly, population dimi- 
nithes here daily. At that time the number of ine 
habitants amounted to 116,000 men; but at pre~ 
fent we fhould not certainly find an equal number 
there, It would be neceffary to re-eftablith harmony 
in all the orders of the State, confounded together, 
The right of nobility has been taken away by the 
Genoefe from the moh entient families, fo that there 
is now fearce any difference between thofe who have 
formerly been Gentlemen, and the Peafants. There 
were no more offices, no kind of education for chil- 
dren; and the Republic would not admit them to 
any ecclefiaftical or military dignities, Their new 
Chief has repaired all thefe diforders as well as he 
wes able, that is tofay, he has prevented them from 
increafing as much as they otherwife would. His 
precarious authority, ever tottering—his life even 
evesy inftant in danger—bave not permitted him to 
doall the good he withed, and of which his genius and 
wifdom rendered him capable. 

As for the reft, you may eafily conceive, Sir, by this 
account, from whence arifes the invincible hatred of 
the Corficans againft the Republic: the latter feems 
to have exerted every effort to deftroy thefe people 5 
they had even forbidden them every kind of trade. 
annually feized upon their oils and other commodi- 
ties ata very low price, and made them pay very 
dear for falt, iron, copper, and the other articles 
they might want, Ina word, they were treated more 

Jike favages, whom it was intended to exterminate, 
than like fubje&s who were to be prote@ed, it is 
to be hoped that our character of mildnefs, the wif 
dom of ‘dur government, and the: goodnels of our 
laws, will repair fo many evils, and will make the 
new kingdom of Corfica fenfible of the happinels of 
living under the dominion of Leas the wellbeloved, 
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Ne XIIF, (Vol. Ill. p. 199.) 


A copy of the letter woritten t0 the Minifter, by M. PAcht, 
from the fle of France, Odober 30, 1758. 


Manfeigneur, 


H AD the honour to acquaint you of my arrival 

in the Ile of France, and of my fudden departure 
from thence for the coaft of Coromandel, refolved 
upon ina general Council, 1 have now only to give 
you an account of my conduét, and of the ftate of 
maritime affairs in India, 

I left the Me of France the 27th of January, and 
was obliged to pafs by the Ifle of Bourbon, in order to 

et provifions and other neceffaries for my fleet 5 from, 
thence we failed the 4th of February following, and, 
as the Monfoons were againtt us, I refolved, with the 
advice of my Captains, to take the long courfe, which 
is the common praGice in that feafon, The calms 
and feveral other obftacles did not permit me to crofs 
the Line till the 17th of April, between the 79th and 
Both deg. of longitude, fo that J did not difcover the 
ifland ot Ceyloa till che 2ad of the fame month, 1 
then difpatched the Diligente to Caricalle, for on 
interpreter, and to learn the exaé ftate of affairs 
inthat country. As for my part, after having coafted 
the Ifland with the accuracy, and caufed it ta 
be clofel; cramined | by my look-outs, I continued 
my cousfe, and anchored the 26th at the above men- 
tioned factory, that F might be perfonally informed 
of the naval forces the English might have on that 
coat, 

All the informations I received feemed very doubt- 
ful ; but this 1 was sflured of, that the enemy hed 
only a few veffels, which were almoft difarmed, and, 
unfit for any future fervice. 
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I therefore haitened to Pondicherry, to concert 
matters with M, de Lally, and begin our operations 
betimes, 

On the 23d, at break of day, I came in fight of 
Gondelour and Fort Sx. David, where 1 obferved two 
Englith frigates, which had been at ancbor there 2 
Jong time, and did confiderable damage in that quar- 
ter ; after having in vain endeavoured to get away, 
they ran afhore, and fet fre to the ships with the 
utmoft precipitation, ‘This beginning had a wonder- 
ful effeG on the fpirits of the men, M. de Lally pro- 

ofed to me, that we might not lofe any time, to 

Jockade Goudelour and Fort St. David immedietely, 
while he, with the troops he fhould get from Pondi- 
cherry, would march by night to invefl thefe places 
by land, I had then very few provifions, and much 
lefs water left ; I bad 150 fick, and the reft of the 
crew exhanfted with fatigue, after a paflage of go 
days; but, as the good of the State required it, and 
as the opportunity feemed favourable, I accepted 
the propofal with pleafare, 

Accordingly, I ordered the Comte de Provence, and 
the Dikigente, to carry M, de Lally and his Stai Off- 
cers immediately to Pondicheny, while I anchored 
ina line with the reft of my forces oppofite Goude- 
Jour and Fort St. David ; and took care to fend the 
Purveyor of the fleet in a frigate, to bring me the 
provifions that were neceflary. 

‘The night from the 28th to the agth was already 
elapfed, when the firing of the enemy informed me, 
that our land forces, to invett the place, 
were approschiog. The Sylphide, which } had fent 
to reconnoitre, then made @ ignel of nine fhips being 
in fight, which 1 alfo foon difcovered myfelf. As 
they feemed to bear down upon us in full fail, with 
the wind right sftera, I caufed the cables to be 
veered away to the end, and the line of battle to be 
formed without delay ; the Bien-aimé, followed by 
the F, and the Condé, was inthe front J pla 
eed mypfel im the center, with the Duc d’Orkun:, 
and the 8+. Lewis, 2s my {econds, fore aod aft, The 
Moras, which followed, = laG thip, made the bend’ 
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of the rear guard, and the Due de Bourgogne clofed 
the line, I likewife ordered the Syiphide to pott her= 
Self in fuch & manner, as that the might be able to 
fre st intervals. ‘The thips being all in this pofition, 
I made « fignsl to prepare for aétion, and we waited 
for the enemy with 

Vice Admiral Pocock, on his part, with hie nine 
whips and having the advantage of the wind, wes 
making his difpolttions, and formed his line parallel 
toonrs. He placed two fhips in front, but with a 
onfiderable interval between them, and then, pre- 
ceded by 2 thip of force, and followed by three 
others, they bore down all together to begin the 
aion, 

In the mean while, my van being within rench of 
the enemy, I made a fignal to begin the a@ion, and, 
the two centers foon approaching, the engagement 
Lecame general about two in the afternoon, 

Vice Admiral Pocock, three times drigen out of 
the line, as well as myfelf, fought me within piftol 
Fat, and though he drove attern, yet he renurued 
three times to the charge. ted by my two fes 
tonds, M de Suryille hn and Joannis, we 
all three made great havock upon the enemy's cen 
ter, whofe fire was principally levelled at me. 

M. Bouvet, Conimander of the Bien-aimé, had not 
aifplayed Jefe bravery in the front, for he alone da- 
aged the ship that was oppofite to him very confi- 
derably. The Vengeur, commanded by M. de {a 
Palliere, after a few hots, obliged his adverfe fhip 
to fheer off, and, notwithitanding sl! fforts, he 
could not engage her in the ation in, Ina 

Manfeigneur, 1 think myfelf obliged todo them 
this juftice, that they all kept their ftations very 
exadtly, and fonght bravely, 

As to the Duc de , commanded by M, 
d’Aprét, it was never in its ftation, from the time 
the ation began; for the Commander Red behind 
our thips for ‘elect, and there fired acrofs our matts, 
‘The Siphide, commanded by M. Mabi, made but 
& short refiftance, notwithftanding the Commender’s 
good will to continue in the ation; for the fir 
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broadfide fhe received, forced her to give way, and 
fal! ro leeward, which was no more than I expeéted, 
‘The Moras, commanded by M. Bee de Liewre, undex- 
went.almoft the fame fate ; for fome unlucky fhots 
having difabled half her crew, the was obliged 
to bear away, to fave the reft from defiru@ion. 

From what has been related, it is eafy to perceive 
that I was obliged to fight with an equa! number of 
Ships, of inferior force to thofe of the enemy ; ne- 
verthelefe, although the center and the head fhip of 
my van fuffered very confiderably, yet the Englith 
fleet gave way, and retired, being fcarce able to bear 
ou fire. When I obferved this, I inftantly made a 
fignal for the foremoft fhips to tack about, in order 
to cut off, and put the rear of the enemy between 
two fires, thus Eparating it from the front, which 
‘was pest, fhattered ; but the fmoke preventing my 
fignal fom being feen, hindered me from improving 
the advantage we had already obtained. The Comte 
de Provence, and the Diligente, which had not been 
able to difcover, till very late, the reafon of my 
manceuvre, and to whom! had fent 2 boat to ace 
quaint them of it, began to rally, and draw nearer 
+o me. By this time the enemy, much incommoded, 
and who had for fome time given way, turned again 
to windward as fatt xs ible but, purfuing fill 
my firft proje@, which the thips in my front had nor 
comprehended, I took the refolution at the fame 
timeto order the whole fleet to wear with the wind aft. 
Thad two effential reafons for this: fir, as night 
was advancing, | meant to keep as much as poffible 
in fight of Goudelour and Fort St. David; fecondly, by 
this mancevre I thought to bring on the ation agein, 
drawing nearer to the land ; andi placed the Fret 
hip, chat was come up to me, in its ftation. 

Ina word,! madeit 2 point to execute without de> 
Yay whac Thad boa ee 3 but the enemy, fufpecting 
my manceayrs, hauled the wind ftill more, and, be- 
‘ing ¢ leaft 2s much tired of the battle as they were 
roughly handled in it, under favour of the night, 
which was coming on, they failed to leeward, and 
retired to Madrafa I neglected nothing to keep 
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them conftantly in view; but, as they kept out na 
Fights, 1 could not exeétly perceive what became 
ot them, The next day I learned that they were 
ina very fhattered condition, : 

As | failed along thore, I ordered the Comte de Pre- 
wence, commanded by M. de Ia Chaife, who wes 
perfe@tly well acquainted with the coaft, to regulate 
‘our courfe, to direét our tacks, or to anchor if he 
thought proper. Accordingly, he made the fignal 
for catting anchor, which we inftantly repeated. 

‘Vhe next day, the 30th of the month, we found 
ourfelves at anchor before Emparvé, which is feven 
Jeagues to the leeward of Pondicherry, where the 
current and the drift had carried us during the action, 
At day-break I had the mortification to fee the Bien- 
aimé run egroand. ‘This veffel, which had fought fo 
vahantly during the engagement, had had her cables 
cut to pieces, and Jolt two of her anchors; fhe had 
dropped here the only anchor fhe had left at the cat- 
head, and it is fuppofed that the Duc de Bou 1 
in palling by her in the dark, bad cut her cable in 
two with its keel, which expofed her to this unfor~ 
tunate accident I cannot ezprefs to you the forrow 
T felt at this fight, efpecially os the evil feemed 
irremediable. hen I came to Pondicherry, I {trip- 
ped M., d’Aprét of his command, not fo much on this 
account, a3 for his bebaviour in the sion, and gave 
his thip to M. Bouvet, who was inconfolable for the 
inisfortone that had happened to him, 

My fituation et Emparvé was fo much the more 
cruel, asthe King’s {quadron, pecending to what I 
faid before, was in want of water, wood, and provi- 
fiont, having befides a great number of fick and 
wounded ; neverthelefs, after the Bien aif had re- 
ceived the neceffary repairs, I arrived in Pondi- 
cherry road the 7th of May, under favour of land 
and fea breezes, This was the hundredth day fince 
my departure from Mauritius. : 

1 intreat you, Monfeignenr, to remark, that when- 
ever a thip in this country happens to be embayed to 
leeward of a place, in the months of Muy and June, 
it is very difficult to get out ; however I have nt 
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the good fortune to furmount this difficulty, and to 
eX my arrival here, though not without confider- 
able labour, : 

However this may be, the refute of what I have 
hitherto faid is, that I have landed the money, 
troops, and warlike ftores, with which J was charg- 
ed, for Pondicherry, and although my men were ex- 
ceedingly harraifed and weakened by three tong voy- 
ages, performed in contrary feafons—that ! gave 
battle to the English fleet, which was come either to 
telieve the place lately befieged, or to carry off the 
effects ;—that having driven them to leeward, I pre- 
vented them from executing their proje&t ;—that the 
pretence of the King’s fleet has alfo hindered the 
enemy from laying fiege to Caricalle, which | well 
knew they intended y—and, perhepy, that this action 
will contribute to the taking of delour and Fort 
St David, 

After I had difembarked, on my arrival here the 
th of May, the land forces 1 had on board, I found 
the fleet almoft deftitute of men, 23 much from the 
mumber of fick as from the ation I had futtained, 
‘The mixed Council determined, that I thould remain 
under the walls of Pondicherry, until 1 got « fupply 
of men, water, and provifions, of which the Heet 
was inextreme want, Notwithftanding this, havin; 
Rot in provifions for twenty days, I called 2 naval 

‘ouncil, to which M, de Leyrit and the Connfeltors 
were invited, to deliberate on the poltion of the 
enemy, who, having not been able to reach Goude- 
Jour by fea, were now attempting to arrive there by 
land, as we plainly difcovered from the mats of ovr 
thips lying in Pondicherry. 

te this Council I explained the melancholy Gtua- 
tion of a fleet anchored under « fortrefs, which can 
only defend it fram a great diftence ; and the misfor- 
tunes that would enfue, if it happened to be attacked 
in that fituation. I obferved, that the plan was the 
worft that could poffibly have been adopted, and 
that it would certainly be jutive of very bad 
coufequences in India, if by fire-fhips, or other things 
of that nature, which could not be guarded againit, 
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we thould be forced to run our hips aground, or to 
fet fre tothem ; thatinthe prefent pofture of affairs, 
the minds of the people of the country would be 
firangely affeSted by it, efpecially after the battle 
that had lately been fought ; and that it would be 
infinitely more advifeable that the fleet fhould put to 
fea withont her complement of men, than that it 
fhould purfue a plan, which would prove not lefs dif 
honourable to the nation, than detrimental to the 
ory of his Majelty’s arms, the intereft of the pub- 
ic and of the Company. 

‘They all agreed to the folidity of my arguments, 
but neverthelefs they came tono refolution. It was, 
however, refolved, that I should fend to M.de Lally, 
to acquaint him with the pofition of the Englith, 
who were in fight, and st the fame time to afk him 
for all the fuccours be could fpare, to enable the 
King’s fleet to fet (ail, in cafe the enemy fhould pere 
fit in their attempts to relieve Goudelour, I charged 
the Chevalier de Monteil, Major of the fleet, with 
this commiffion, and_gave him letter to that pur- 

fe, and I fent Mefficurs de Palliere and Surville, 
Rapvains wf fhips belonging to the Company, and 
M, de Clouet, Counfellor of Pondicherry, to accom 


pany him, 
‘When M de Lally was informed by thefe Gentle- 
men of the pofition of the two fleets, he lamented 
my unhappy fituation ; but being himfelf engaged in 
befieging « {trong place, from which it would be im- 
proper that he fhould retire, and not having on the 
other hand more forces than he wanted, jt was with 
reat difficulty he could fpare any: however necef- 
fy overruling every other confideration, and bein 
fenfible that the prefence of the fleet might be 
reat ufe in haftening the furrender of Fort &, David, 
fe refolyed next morning to fet off for Pondicl ‘. 
There the mized Council being affembled, he told 
them, that from the tation which I had fent him 
the day before, he underftood that the feet was in 
great danger, if deftitute of men as it was, it were 
obliged to remain“xt anchor in the road of Bondi 
cherry 5 
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cherry ; and that, in confequence of this, he would 
order fome troops and feapoys to my affiftance. 

T cannot conceal from you the joy which this an- 
{wer gave me; and, toavail myfelf of M, de Lally’s 
good intentions, we immediately took @ review, in 

fence af the Council, not only of all the men on 

joard, but alfo of thofe who were in the hofpitals, 
and might foon be ready to embark for a coup de 
main, 

When the review was over, he gave me 330 fol~ 
diers and 600 feapoys, which we Rtributed among 
the thips, and ordered them to be embarked without 
delay, This was done with fuch expedition, that 
at any rate I was enabled to put to fea, in fight of 
the Englifh fleet, on the rt ot Fane: 

As the enemy, who lay at anchor to leeward of 
me, had been obferving me for fome time, and faw 
me fitting out at break of day, they did the fame 
with no lefs expedition; but whether with a defiga 
of drawing me to leeward of Pondicherry, and car- 
tying me further sway from Fort St. David; or 
whether they were dilconcerted at the fight of me, 
and at the route I was taking ; or finally, whether 
they did not chufe to fight to the leeward ; or for 
fome other reafon which I am ignorant of, they fhort- 
ened their fails, and faffered themfelves to drive for 
a confiderable time 

As by their manuvre I entertained fome conjec- 
tores of what their defign might be, I took care not 
to follow them, as much that J might not lofe fight of 
my object, as that I might keep to the windward of 
Pondicherry in cafe of a fecond engagement, J con= 
tinued, therefore, my courfe towards Fort St. David, 
in order to renew the blockade of it, expecting by 
that means to draw the enemy there, and to give 
them battle, if they fhould attempt to relieve the 
place, as I had reafon to fuppofe they would. I was 
not a little farprized when I was told, a fhort time 
after, that they had difappeared. I imagined they 
meant to take @ round-about conrf¢ to the place, but 
the event thewed my eonjefure to be groundlefs, 
for I never faw them after, 
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However this may be, the King’s feet havin: 
made its appearance before Fort St. David on the a 
of June, the garrifon fent immediately to capitulate. 
M de Lally communicated this good news to me, 
Ietring me kaow, at the fame time, how much my 
prefence had contributed to it ; he alfo defired me to 
come athore, that we might concert together what 
was farther to be done at prefent ; which I did as 
foon as the weather permitted, 

Accordingly, | repaired to Fort St. David on the 
4th of the month, where M. de Lally fignified to me 
his defire that the fleet thould appear before Devi- 
Cottah, a little place which he intended to get pof~ 
feflion of. I accordingly fet fail, and went to the 
place without delay. This fort having furrendered 
without uaking any refiltance, 1 judged it advifeable 
to proceed fome way along the coait, as I bad al- 
ready done. I thought this manauvre would produce 
a wonderful effeét on the minds of the people of the 
country, as much to preferve thofe who were attach- 
ed to us, a3 to reftrain thofe who might be adverle, 

Befides, 1 learned by a letter I received from the 
Governor of Caricaile, that an Englifh thip of two 
tiers bad arrived lately in the road of Negapatnam, 
which veffel | withed to intercept. I alfo expected 
the Centaure, which was to be fent to me from Mau~ 
titus, and was defirous of tacilitacing ber arrival, and 
of feizing the fupplies that might come to the ene~ 
my ‘Thefe reafons, added to that of getting pro- 
vitions from Curricalle, determined me to go and an- 
chor there. 

Accordingly 1 caft anchor there the evening of 
‘he (ame day, and the next day I cook fome refrefh- 
ments from the town I afked for fome timber to 
refit the rudders of two of my ships, but could get 
none, | intimated to the Captains of the fleet my 
defign of running up the coaft till we came to the 
ifland of Ceyloa, which they all approved of, be- 
caufe in that feafon all the European veffels com- 
uionly arrive on che coalt of Corowandel, 
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Timmediately communicated to M. de Lally what 
we had determined upon, and on the gth of June we 
fet out for Negapatnam, where I anchored with the 
whole fleet-the fame day. :This Dutch fettlement 
faluted the King’s fiag both by fea and land, and 
gave us alf the provifions, liquor, and rigging they 
could {pare ; from thence fetting fail, we continued 
our courfe towards the ifland of Ceylon, In our way 
we met with a little Englith brig, which I fent im- 
mediately to Pondicherry, left the fhould retard 
usin our courfe. As in the feveral tacks] made, 
T appeared again before Caricalle on the 16th of 
June, I received there an order from the High Coun- 
cil, dated the 13th Inftant, defiring the prefence of 
the fleet, during the abfence of M, de Lally, who 
was gone into the inland country to execute fome 
enterprife, On receipt af the order, Idid not de- 
fer one moment to comply with the requeft that 
was made to me, Accordingly I anchored on the 
s7th at Pondicherry, and the day following I had an 
interview with M.de Lally, who acquainted me with 
the defign he was going to execute. When he was 

ey de Levrit told me he bad occafion for 
home men, to affit, in cafe of accidents, the troops 
who guarded the prifoners of war, and I agreed im- 
mediately to give bim fifty failors, and an officer, to 
mount guard every day in the fort, 

In the mean while, the retreat of the enemy, and 
the fuperiority we feemed to have on the coait, did 
not impo upon me. I knew their ftrength, and 
with what readinefs they could equip their fleet in 
Madrafs, and put it in a ftate to fail up the coat, 
On the other hand, 1 faw, with much concern, how 
little fuecour could be drawn from Pondicherry, 
where nothing was attended to but M. de Lally’s ex- 
pedition to Tanjour. ‘Thus reduced to make the 
mott of my own deplorable ftate, 1 thought of no- 
thing but vidtualling the fleet infome way or other, 
in order to be in a condition to attack the enemy 
whenever they fhould spear. 

While I was abforbed in this bufinefs, I received 
an account from Caricalle, that three large Englifh 
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thips from Benga! had anchored in the road of Trina 
quebar, 1 was going immediately to fet fail with 
fome fhips, to endeavour to intercept them, wher 
I received intelligence of their departure. Iwas in- 
formed, at the fame time, that they were richly 
Jaden, and had failed towards Madrafs, You may 
judge from this, Monfeigneur, how mach I regretted 
the having been obliged to quit my cruife. Thofe 
who had recalled me, alfo repented ; but it was too 
te, 

Tt was foon known in Madrafs what a condition I 
was in, and how much my fleet was weakened, 
‘both by ficknefs and by the abfence of the land 
forces, from which Teould not obtain any further fac- 
sours, From that period, the enem thinking that 
they ought to avail themfelves of their {uperior 
ftrength, refolved again to fail “p the coat, after 
having taken 800 men on board, from the garrifon 
of Madrafs, as T have fince learned, which, being 
added to # reinforcement of 150 from the three Bens 
gel fhips, made their fleet infinitely ftronger than 
mine. 

‘The fecurity which prevailed at Pondicherry, re- 
{peRing the feveral motions of the enemy, was near- 
Jy the caufe of our deftruétion, They were already 
at Emparvé before 1 knew it; nor was I even ap- 
prized of their coming, till they were obferved from 
our maft-head. My rudder, and thofe of many other 
thips, were on fhore, and all unfit for fervice s how- 
ever, 1 gave orders inftantly that they should be 
carried on board. F alfo feat to examine the hofpi- 
tals, in order to take up thofe failors who might fill 
be fit fora coup de main, But, notwithftaoding alt 
my efforts, [found my fhips ftill very bere of men, 
and the few we had were exhaufted. Neverthelefs, 
asthe enemy were continually approaching, it was 
neceffary to take fome refolution. I affembled the 
Captains of the fleet, who unsnimoufly agreed with 
rel to the danger we were expofed to, if we 
fuffered ourfelves to be attacked while we lay at 
anchor. Therefore, by their advice, after I was 
difcharged from the care of Pondicherry, by an 

ler 
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order of Council, which I fummoned for that pur- 
pote, 1 failed out in fight of the enemy, on the 
27th of July, in order to preferve the advantage of 
the wind, by which I became matter of all my ma- 
Roeurres. 

At this time I had gnly 500 men in my fhip ; the 
thips of 70 guns had only between 350 and 400 
at molt 5 and the reft 215; and 1 was even obliged 
to difarm the Syiphide, to ftrengthen the ships that 
were weakeft with her crew, 

Cuch were the forces with which I was to encoun- 
ter a ficet that wanted for nothing, fuperior both 
in the fize of their fhips and the weight of their 
metal; and, moreover, certain of the advantage 
they had over us on account of the great number of 
troops with which they were lntely reinforced. 

lotwithftanding this, the enemy could not per- 
ceive our weakneis, by reafon of the refolute coun- 
tenance we affumed. two fleets maneuvred the 
whole dey in fight of each other. I took the advan 
tage of the nig t to get to the fouthward, and in 
the morning, I loft fight of the enemy. Being at 
this time near Negapatnam, I refolved te anchor at 
Caricalle, in order to learn what was become of 
the enemy's feet; but I could hear nothing of 1, I 
then made no doubt but that they Isy to leeward, 
+ in order to wait for us as we paffed; whereupoa I 
determined to follow them, in order to preferve the 
advantage of the wird, which was the only one I 
had, or could hope for at that time, 

I therefore fet fail from Carsicalle the firft of Aus 
guit; and, having ranged my ships all in front, to 
make them appear to greater advantage, I failed 
down the coat, being certain to meet them, if they 
werethere, Accordingly, it was not long before we 
perceived them. At nine in the morning, 1 dif- 
covered the Englifh fleet ite Porto Novo, en= 
Geayouring to {ail up the coat. Upon this I failed 
clofe to the wind, expeGting = fea breeze, to be 
able to bear down upon them without any confufion, 
The breexe rofe at noon, and I formed my line to 

z windward, 
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windward, with the Cente de Provence in the front, 
followed by the Moras and the Duc d’Orleans, my {e- 
baie LL after me Cums the St. Lauis, followed 
yy the Duc de Burgagne, the Condé, and the Vengeur, 
which formed the rear. In this order 1 advanced 
towards the enemy, who were at a great diftance, 
which, together with the weight f fome of the 
fhips, was the reefon that we could not come within 
reach of their guns till about five in the evening, 
Notwithftanding this, 1 was fully determined to 
avail myfelf of the advantage | had, and jut on the 
point of beginning the engagement, when the Sr, 
Louis cried out to me, that fhe could not open her 
lower tier; and 1 perceived at the fame time, that 
feveral other veffels were in the fame condition, 
‘This inconvenience, joined to the quick approach of 
night, obliged me to fai! clofe to the wind, and to 
proceed thus in my courfe, in order to preferve that 
advantage till J could find a more favourable oppor- 
tunity. 

The following day, having loft fight of the enemy, 
J went to Caricalle to anchor, in order to learn what 
was become of them ; but I was not Jong there, be- 
fore I difcovered them myfelf, with their lights out, 
about two in the morning, when made no doubt 
but they were endeavouring to get the weather-gage 
of me; for which reafon t put immediately to fea. 
to prevent them, and, failing along the coaft as they 
die T oabferved, at break of day, that they were 
about a feague and 2 half to leeward, ¥ thought 
this was the time to begin the attack ; accordingly 
T made the fignal for that purpofe, and each vetlel 
executed my orders with fo much precifon, that the 
general ardour they difplayed in advancing upon the 
enemy, feemed to me a fortunate prefage of fuc- 


cels. 

My joy Jafted but a fhort time; for I had the 
mortification to fee the St. Lou's, and two other vef- 
fels, in the fame condition they were in two days 
before. The fea was, however, beautiful, bur I 


cannot avoid telling you, Menfeigneur, that you bare 
een, 
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‘been impofed upon, and that the Company has im- 
pofed upon itfelf; for 1 had but three fhips of war 
in my fleet: the guns of the other fhips were too 
weak, and, moreover, they were not fit for fervice. 
1 faw, with concern, the proof of this; but it was 
neceffary to think of a remedy. 

In this pofition of the two fleets, though we were 
to windward of them, yet the fea-breeze neceflarily 
placed them to windward of us; fo that they could 
oblige ns to fight them between the land and their 
{q celica On the other hand, the condition of fome 
of our fhips, whofe firft batteries were ufelefs, made 
it neceffary to renounce the advantage of engaging 
to windward, ‘The bett thing, therefore, I thought 
that could be done, was to order the head fhip of 
cur front to bear down, and the reft to follow fuc- 
ceffively in her wake, keeping the fame courfe in 
the general tack, to run along the enemy’s line; we 
fhould then bear down hort, in order to pafs by the 
ftern of the lait of the enemy’s fhips, and each of 
‘us was to pour ins broadfide within pittol-fhot, run+ 
ning on upon the fame tack fora league or two, 
more or lefs, that we might ftill be to windward of 
them, with the full fea-breeze. By this mancuvre, 
we thould not only deftray one of the enemy's fhips, 
but alfo be enabled to attack with the advantage of 
the wind this fquadron, which would then be con 
fiderably weakened, The worft thing that could be- 
fall us, was to fall to leeward, if the wind thould 
fail us too foon, and whatever I could do, could not 
Prevent that, eo fi hy he 

difpatche: the Dilger igate to the Comte 

Provme, to inform the ptsin of my defign, order= 
ing him to execute it 2t the fignal I fhould 
make. I commanded alfo the Duc de Bu 

take the place of the Moras, while this lait thip was 
to fill the ftation of the former in the rear, Every 
thing being thus difpofed, aod the thips waiting for 
nothing but the inftant to bear down, I gave the 
fignal by firing two guns, one after the other, 

M. de la Chaife, who commanded the head ship 
of the van, immediately fet about to execute minurely 

ie 
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the inftru@tions I had given him: the seft followed 
him in exatt order, and, by the ardour with whieh 
each thip endeavoured to keep its ftation, it feemed 
As if all of them were actuated by the fame fpirit, 
I believe the tteadinefs with which this manceovre 
was conducted, did not contribute a little towards 
producing thar perplexity and confefion, which I 
thought J perceived in the enemy’s line. 

They were foon deceived, as | intended they fhould 
be, fo that { began to entertain no doubt of the fuc- 
cefs of this projet. Ina fhort time, the Comte de 
Provence, which conduéed the head of the Jine with 
® prudence and intrepidity that never failed, ar- 
rived within about a cannon and a half shot of the 
Englith, and made her lait tack to pafs by the ftern 
of the latt thip of the enemy’s line 

We followed her with full fails, in order not to 
give time to the enemy to recover themfelves ; for 
the nearer we approached, the more they feemed 
aftonifhed at the mancuvre, ‘There was now no 
time to retraét, for we were within gun-fhot: ina 
word, we were upon the point of terminating our 
enterprife, when, of a faddeo, the land breeze 
ftopped, and forced me to form my line oppofite 
tbe enemy's, and to leeward of the Englith fque- 

ni. 


This difappointment did not, however, abate in 
any refpeét the ardour of the crews, but, on the 
contrary, | perceived that it rather increafed it. 

I could not ceafe admiring the great zeal and 
willingnefs, which appeared to dire& and accom- 
pany te motions of each fhip; and J am not afraid 
to fay, that the great precifion and firmoefs with 
which they performed their manceuvres, made me in 
fome fort unmindful of the weaknefs of their condi- 
tion I haftened therefore to avail myfelf of this 
general ardour, in order to put myfelf in a fate to 
meet the enemy, who were forming their line op. 
pofite to, and below mine, The Admiral kept the 
center, with two of his large Ships, fore and aft, 
M. Stevens commanded a 70 gun ship at the head Fel 

ie 
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we line, which was clofed by « hip of the fame 


force. 

The Englifh did not let us wait long, for they 
bore down upon us at half an bour after twelve ; by 
their manceuvre they feemed incline to attack our 
tear, but I prevented ther, by making a fignal for che 
rear to come cloferto me: they then ran slong our 
line in exceltent order. 

M Stevens, finding himfelf within piftol fhot of 
the Comte de Provence, began to retire, to avoid part 
of his firft fre ; but this thip having endeavoured sy 
much to keep her broadfide to her, the two fleets 
foon approached one another, and the moment for 
beginning the general sion feemed to be at 

2nd, 

Scarce had I made the fignal for this purpofe, 
when the two ven guards began to attack each 
other with reciprocal fury; the fight foon became 
general, and a quick sid: heavy fe was kept up 
on both fides. 

But the firit fire which we difcharged was rather 

ejudicial to the enemy, for one of their fhips loft 

ier mizen-top-fail-mait, and feemed much shattered; 
belides, their fire began to diminifh greatly on ac- 
count of the brifknefs of ours: this, added to the 
coarage of our crews, which feemed continually to 
augment, might have counterbalanced the fuperiority 
of heir ftrength, had not an accident, which I had 
no reafon to expeat, chenged the face of matters, 
and turned every thing in favour of the enemy. They 
had various kinds of combuftibles on board: the 
thip which fought with the Comte de Provence, threw 
one into her, which fet fire to her fails and her 
mizen-maft, This unfortunate veffel, which the con- 
duct and courage of her commander ought feem- 
ingly to have preferved from a fimilar accident, 
maintained her ftation as long as fhe could, for fear 
of breaking the line, but at length was obliged to 
bear away to extinguith the flames, which were ex- 
tending to her poop, She would have had much 
digicutty in doing this, had it not been for M Bouvet, 
con 
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commanding the Duc de Burgognt, who facrificed 
himfelf to thelter her from the continual fire of the 
enemy, and thus by his valour and pradence faved 
this fhip, which otherwife would probably have 
‘been confumed. This aGion, Monfeigneur, is beyond 
ali praife, and there is no reward which the author 
of it may sot expe@, and of which he is not worthy 
in every refpea. 

In the mean while, this forced retreat of the Comte 
de Prowence had given the enemy an undoubted fu- 
periority, The Englifh Admiral, who well knew 
the imperfect (tate ot our artillery, endeavoured ftill 
toimprove it; for, having the advantage of the wind, 
he fired at us continually with bis 32 pounders; fo 
that moft of our fhips could annoy the enemy but very 
liule, The Admiral himfelf, recolle@ing undoubt- 
edly the manner in which I received him the firlt 
time, always prefented the quarter to me; the fhip 
which preceded him, Gred at me from her ftern ; 
bur not one of the enemy’s thips prefented a broad= 
fide oppofite me, Befides this, as 1 was going to 
windward, in order to give the Admiral my whole 
fire, a cannon thot carried off the wheel of my helm, 
and then, being no longer mafter of my fhip, I drove, 
in {pite of my efforts to the conuary, beyond the 
Duc dOrleanu, which, lected Presb ai me ae a 
moment, we me an Opportunit, repairin i] 
damage, md enabled me to place myfelfin the line 
before her, The fight then became more obftinate 
than ever, and, fupported by all my thips, which 
feemed to acquire freth courage from their weaknefs, 
1 made head againft the enemy: foon after this, 
my tiller-rope being cut, 1 was reduced again to the 
fame fitustion { was in before; but the aétivity 
of the officers 1 had remaining, fupplying every 
deficiency, I was foon in a condition to return to 
the charge, and help my valiant feconds, who, 
‘with a few other fhips, fultained the fire of the 
whole Englith line, 

How fhall I relate to you Monfeigneur, the pro- 
digies of valour which my Van chipleyed ? The cone 
fancy of their fire even concealed from me for 

fome 
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fome time, the damages the thips had fuffered At 
Tength, however, 1 fnw with concern, thatthe Cond? 
and Moras, entirely too weak for the line of battle, 
were obliged to bear away in order to refit, and ree 
turn again to the charge, not being able to refift 
8 force fo fuperior, with which they were cruthe 
e 


‘The dangers notwithfanding, which thefe thips 
efcaped, were nothing in comparifon to that to 
which my fhip was expofed a little after The 
enemy threw a combuftible intomy powder-room, 
and TexpeQed every moment to be blown up. Then 
it was, Monfeigneur, that I became more than 
ever fenfible of the happinefs of having foch Officers 
asT have, upon occafions like thefe, Their fteadi- 
nefs and coolnefs quieted the alarms of the crew, 
and the fire was extinguifhed by the care and dex- 
terity of M, Guillemin, my Clerk, without our cea- 
fing all the time to fire on the enemy, or letting 
them perceive what had happened 

Notwithfanding all theft difatters, we fill held 
out, which I myfelf was aftonifhed at, feeing the 
Englith kept up a trong and continual fire, regard- 
lets of their lofles, from the numbers they had to 
repairthem with [had in my fhip a hundred and 
ninety killed and wounded, moit of my officers 
were difabled, and E had received a dangerous 
wound in the beginning of the aétion, which gave 
me great pain. My rigging was cut to pieces, my 
fails mangled and torn, feveral of my guns dif~ 
mounted ; one of the firit deck guns in particular, 
burft, and killed fifteen of my men; at length] per= 
ceived that my crew was almoft reduced to nothing, 
and unable to continue the fire. The ret of the 
thips feemed to be inno better condition, for the 
courage of their Commanders could not withftand 
forces fo much fuperior to their own 

On this account, after an cape pement of two 
hours and a half, feeing the Comte de Provence ftill 
on fire, my rear fhattered, and my own fhip in 
picces about me, I refolved to bear away before the 
wind, in order to favour the retreat of the fhips 

woicl 
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which were forced to give way in the aétion, While 
we were executing this mancuvre, the tiller of 
helm broke, fo that my fhip being ungovernable, I 
could not avoid running foul of fhe One 4Orleans, 
which to complete my misfortune, was full as 
rouch "fhattered as myfelf, 1 could not pollibly be 
in a more critical firuation then I then was. The 
enemy had bore away as we had, but might have 
taken advantage of our confulion_to demolifh us to- 
tally, had not the crew, following the example of 
their Officerr, who fpirited them up in the midi of 
danger, sited at that moment with fo much dexte- 
rity and bravery, that they foon difengaged us; and 
then, being able to mafter my ship again, the helm 
of which had been repaired with equal expedition, 
T took my ftation in the rear of the fleet, and, firing 
from both fides, I kept off fuch of the enemy’s fhips 
as might moleft us. 

We immediately fet about refitting our thips in 
the beft manner we could in order to face the 
enemy again, in cafe the Admira) fhould defign to 
chafe us, and having dire@ted our courfe towards 
Pondicherry, I made a fignal to the Vengeur to take 
pot in my rear, 1 was infinitely concerned to fee 
the pumping continually going forward on board 
this thip, as fhe paffed me, and to obferve the fhat= 
tered condition the was in; but 1 could have ex- 

eed nothing elfe, efter the brave defence I faw 
Ber make in the engagement. 

Some of the enemy's ships appesred in fight ebout 
half an hour after five in the evenin, feemed 
tochafe us; but, on forming ourfel gain into 
line of battle, they difappeared, and failed as near 
the wind as poffible, co Negapatnam, to anchor, 
‘We continued our courfe to Pondicherry, where I 
arrived in the evening of the following day, and or- 
“dered all the thips to moor immediately ia a line as 
near the place as poflible. 

‘The two engegements I had fuftained fince my 
arrival on the cok had coft me very dear, for I had 
fearce any of my Officers left, having loft Mefirs. 
Bourdonnsye, Blenac, and Dupleflis, as well i M, 

fcau, 
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Pafcau, a man of merit and diftin@ions and after- 
wards Meffts du Desfeits, 2 lieutenant, end the 
Chevalier Maintier, Keeper of the Colours, M. 
d’Hercé died of his wounds; and 1 had the grief to 
fee one of my nephews die before my eyes, who had 
one of his legs carried off ; he had been wounded in 
the firt uGtion, as well as his brother, the Chevalier 
de Senneville, who received feveral {plinters in his 
legs: he is an excellent Officer, and wasin the en» 
pegement of M. Galiffoniere: he is my nephew, and, 

y the death of his elder brother, is become the 
only furvivor of his family. The three engauge- 
‘ments in which he fought, my fervices, and his good 
difpofition, make me hope that you will confirm 
the commiffion of Lieutenancy which I have granted 





im, 

Molt of the other Officers have been wounded 5 
M.Gotho has had a contufion on his head, M, Bau- 
an in both his legs, and M. Genlis in his arm and 

nee, 

‘The Chevalier d’Aché has had his hands and face 
burnt; M. Greffigny, Midthipman, was wounded in 
both engagements; I myfelf received a wound in 
the laft, which took up fix weeks to cure. In a 
word, Monfeigneur, there is not one who has not had 
his fhare of fuffering which gives meroom to hope 
that, in confideration of the wounds of all my Off- 
cers, the toils they have undergone, and the hard~ 
fhips of this campaiga, you will reward them all 
faitably to their merit ; which is fo much the grea- 
ter, as they have employed their mental, as well 
as bodily powers, to affift me in all my operati- 


ons. 
M. Gothéis eatitled, by his long fervices, to the 
oft of Captain; he is my Captain, and anexceitent 
icer, capable of commanding, and difcharging 
with dignity every fort of commifiion. He has ren- 
dered himfelf remarkable for his bravery, and has 
gained univerfalefteem. 

‘The Chevalier de Monteil, whom promoted to 
‘be Captain of a thip at fetting out from the Hfle of 
France, deferves, in every refpeét, that you fhould 

continue 
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continue him in that pot ; for he is 2 worthy man, 
and endowed with every talent neceffary for his pro~ 
feffion, and is, moreover, remarkably brave. 

_M. Baudran has talents, and bas given proofs of 
his bravery, and therefore deferves the fame fa- 
your, 

M, Pommeraye is an Officer of diftinétion, pof- 
feffed of infinite talents: be would be a great acqui- 
fition for the port Service, and merits the rank of 
Lieutenant, for he is very brave. 

M. Larchantel is a very expert feaman, was with 
me upon the quarter-deck during the aftion, and 
proved very ferviceable 

M. Genlis has a good underitanding, and will 
make an excellent officer; Iam well fatisfied with 
his condué. 

M. d’Aché will alfo make a very good Officer; he 
is brave, and of a mild and amiable difpofition, and, 
moreover, he is my nephew. 

M. de Senneville promifes weil, has 2 good un- 
derftunding, and a pleafing temper, and is extremely 
brave ; he is likewife We 

1 cannot forbear afking the fame favours, I have 
requetted for my Lieutenants, to be beftowed on my 
fecond Lieutenants, to whom 1 have given the 
brevet of Lieutenant, as well as that of fecond Lien- 
tenant to my two Midéhipmen, Meffrs, Greflign: 
and Jolins, who are young men of excellent diff tA 
tions, of great readinefs and underftanding ; which 
qualifications will, 1 flatter myfelf, fpeak in their 
behalf. Thefe little promotions can give no um- 
brage to any one; the hardfhips attending an expe- 
dition in this part of the world arc extraordinary, 
and fo much more confiderable than thofe which 
are experienced in other voyages, that it would dif- 
pt avy officers who might be hereafter wanted 

jor fuch expeditions, if fome encouragement were 
not given, Ihope, therefore, Monfeigneur, that the 
forall number of promotions I have made, the hard- 
thips of the ftation, and the difficulty and coils 
which the gentlemen, for whom I intercede, have 
undergone in % country fo remote from their owns 

wi 
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wilt Have fuficient weight with you to grant’ the 
joft demands which I bave the hoxtour to propofe. 
Permit me 2lfotd recommend to you M, Tremi- 
, Litutetant af the fhips belonging to the 
Company, whom I have taken on board my owh 
ips and giver hint the commiffion of a Captain of 
a fire-fhip: He has bee wounded very dangeroutl 
ik fhe Head, and has beet nedr lofing one of his 


$. : 
Ot, Rigaudire, etd Herbo, Sub-Lieutenants 
to the Company, who Nave alfo been on board my 
fhip, have performed opis 3 it is reafonable that 
they fhould reap the F, Of having ferved in 
one of his Majefty’s thips. I have given each of 
bai z sonanies ores Mees for a frigate, if 
tammot we Monfeigneer, to exprefs how 
much f ate fatisfied with the Captains of The Com. 
pany. They are breve, attentive, and expert fea~ 
men. 

M. de Ja Chaife has behaved with fo much valour 
and zeal in the aétion of the of Auguit, that he 
has entirely removed the unfavourable impreffions 
which have been endeavoured to be given with re- 
fpeG to him; he is, om many accounts, deferving of 
your favour, and that of the Company, 

M. Palliere is, without doubt, deferving of the 
fame, for he has aéted on every occafion with a de- 

ec of fkill and precifion fuitable to the valour which 

¢ has difplayed, 

M, Joannis is poffeffed of fo mach valour, that 
it attraéted my notice, in the engagement of the 
agth of April; and edds to this quality a great 
thare of capacity, and a confummate experience, 
He remained fick in Pondicherry when we lert it, 
and, notwithftanding his good-will, could not jhare 
in the deitiny of his thip. 

M. Bouvet hes diftinguithed himfelf in both 
ations, but more particularly in the Jaf. I have 
already mentioned the fine manwuvre he erecu- 
red ; it belongs to you, Monfeigueur, to judge of his 
merit, 


Vor. IV. te) Equil 
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Equal praifes ere due to M. de Surville, junior, 
I find in him every quality belonging to an ‘excel- 
lent feaman; he bas acquired infinkte honour in both 
engagements, and has been dangeroufly wounded 
in that of the 3d of Ar 

Meffrs Bec de Lievre and Rofbau have done, 
more than could have been expected from the 
weaknefs of their veffels. M. Mahi, in the battle 
of the agth of April, bas made all the refiflance bis 
frigate would allow; he advanced with the utmof 
readinefs, and held out as long as it was poffible. 
He is a very good Officer, whom I have charged 
with feveral commifhions, which he has executed to 
my fatisfaQion, ‘ 

M_ Dutréne Marion was employed in repeating 
my fignals, I have tried him on feveral important 
occafions ; he is extremely intelligent, 2 good fea 
man, dextrous in mancuvring, fit for every fervice, 
and may be thoroughly depended upon. 

‘Thefe, Monfeigneur, are the fentiments I entertain 
ofall the Captains of the Company ; they ere cer- 
tainly ali deferving of particular favcur, and marks 
of ditinétion I afk for them as a juice due to 
their merit, and to myfelf, under whofe command 
they have deen, 

I thould be fentibly affedted, Mon/tigneur, if you did 
not do for them what your juftice, and the goodnels 
of ycur heart, give nie reafon to hope, oe 

M Fermand, my fecretary, received on board my 
hip a mufquet-thot, which broke both his hands, 
ove of which is entirely ufelefs, He is a good man, 
has talents, and has given me much fatisfa€tion ; 
but 48 he is dettitute of fortune, and that his fupport 
is his profelion, which is his only refource, I flatter 
anyfclf that you will not, Monjegneur, refufe to pro- 
mote bim to a fituation that may fecure him 
want. His talents are well adapted for the office of 
Engineer in the navy, 

Thad the honour to remark to you, that the day 
after my fecond engagement 1 arrived at Pondicher~ 
ry, and moored imarediately, in order to poy 
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Ships in fome fiate or other of defence, in cafe of 
‘another attack 

Lacquainted the Council of State, at the fame 
time, of the condition of the King’s fleet, and that 
it wanted men, provifions, rigging, &c.; and I de- 
manded matts, yards, and, in general, every thing, 

The anfwer | received was, as ufual thattheybed 
nothing, but that they would, notwithitanding, ufe 
their utmoft endeavours to fupply me with fome of 
the things I wanted. Accordingly, I gave orders to 
all the hips to refit with al) fpeed, and to think of 
nothing but preparing for fea. 

The abfolute (carcity they were in at Pondicherry, 
both as to provifions and other articles that concern 
the navy, was fo great, that at the end of a week we 
were no more advanced than at firlt, 

The enemy were to windward, end conflantly 
alarming us; my fituation was cruel, and I could not 
remedy it 

T learned, @ little time after, that an Englith fri- 
gate had taken the Rudis, a brig that had been dif. 
patched from the Ifle of France, The Captain ofher, 
thinking to find an afylum for his fhip in the road of 
Negapatnam, ftood within cannon-fhot of the place ; 
but the Dutch, either through fear of the enemy, 
who lay near them, or through ill-will to us, fuffered 
the thip to be taken, without offering to give her the 
leaft affitance, although the Captain fummoned them 


to it, 

I confidered this condu@’of the Dutch, as an in- 
fault upon the country, and as a breach of the law of 
nations, for which there was no other way to chaftize 
them but to make reprifals. 

A few days after, an opportunity offered. One of 
their veffels from Batavia came to anchor to the 
windward of Pondicherry, perhaps with a view to 
examine us, I ordered her to be Rized immediately 
and put her into the bands of the Superior Council 
to pafs fentence upon her. 

Being informed by M Dujardin, who commanded 
the Rabi, that the Cenrau-e was fitting out in the Ifle 
of France, when he departed from thence, { di 
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patched the Gylphide to cruize about Ceylon, end 
acquaint the Captain of the Centaure, if ihe fhould 
arrive there, of the meafures he was to take to join 
the fleet with fafety. 

During this time I did net ceafe foliciting to have 
the fleet vittuslled ; but the quantity of provifions 
they fent us was fo fmalt, that I did nor yet know 
what I was to depend upon. Soon after this, the 
arrival of M.de Cally from Tanjour increafed my 
embarraffment, It was propofed to me to fet fail 
again, with a reinforcement of 150 men, to go in 
fearch of the enemy, and endeavour to drive them 
trom their craize about Negapatnam. However un- 
feafonable thefe propofals were, yet | thought my~ 
felf obliged to anfwer them 1 therefore obferved 
to the Council, that I was more in want of fhips 
than of men ; that not having hitherto been able to 
get the weather-gage in any engagement, } muft ex- 
pect to be in the fame predicament whenever I be- 
gan an adtion, though it be giving the enemy a great 
advantage to atrack them to leeward, IF likewife 
reprefented the bad ftate of my own ship: that her 
matts were almoft unfit for fnture fervice, her ftar= 
board fide quite cat to pieces, and the impoffibility 
there would be of putting her out to fea again, rf 
the were expofed toa third aétion, 1 alfo laid be- 
fore the Council the great trouble we had hitherto 
had ia repairing even a part of the mott confiderable 
damages we had fuftained. Befides, fuppofe I had 
driven away the enemy, I could reap no advantage 
from this ; fo far from it, that ] fhould be under the 
necetfity of burning half the fleet, to conduét the 
other half home for want of failors, which failed us 
entirely, and for want of rigging to repair our da~ 
mages. The moft chat could be done at this pre- 
fent time, was to amend our mafts and yards; and 
even when that was finifhed, what kind of fituation’ 
fhould we be in? Moreover, fuppofe I was beaten, 
as in all probability I fhould be, what was then to 
become of us? The fleet would be joft without re> 
fource, and confequently India likewife. But, on 
the contrary, if I reterned to the Me of Sane, 

OU, 
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fhould be in the way of receiving fuccour, which 
wight be fent to me from Europe—of refitting my 
thips—of appearing again on the coaft early in the 
feafon—and, perhaps, of fighting the enemy with 
advantage. 

M. de lly did not, or at leaft would not, com- 
preheod thefe reafons, however weighty and con- 
vincing they were ; he did not even icruple to fay, 
thet } abandoned him. Moreover, the people mor- 
mured, and began to charge me with their misfor- 
tunes; and faid my departure would be a difgrace 
to the ni During this time they refufed to fend 
me provifions, even fach as were necofery for our 
daily fubfittence. 

{ confidered all thefe ill treatments, and other {ub 
fequent proceedings, rather as the effetts of animo- 
fity on one fide, and weaknefs on the other, than as 
counfels | could make any ufe of, I diffembled, how- 
ever, to prevent an eclat, but 1 remained always 
firm in refolution 1 had taken, being convinced 
that it was for the of the State. 1 affembled 
wy Captains, who all agreed about the danger of 
remaining on the coaft, confidering the bad ftate of 
their fhips, which would not perhaps be able to 
reach the Hle of France, if we tarried much longer, 
Befides, we could be of no further fervice there ; for 
the enemy being to windward, and we in no condi- 
tion to wait for them, we were ftaying to no purpofe, 
except that of expofing ourfelves to the dangers 
which threatened us on all fides. I fent M. de Lally 
the refult of our deliberations, and gave orders, at 
the fame time, for the fleet to prepare for failing. 
Accordingly, the hips being repaired in the be 
manner we were able, J fet fail from Pondicherry on 
the gd of September, and at the fame time I de- 
tached the Sy/phide, which had returned 2 little be- 
fore, and fent her to crnife again about Ceylon till 
the gad of the month, that I might have norise: to 
reproach royfelf with, in cafe any veffels fhould are 
rive to join us, which I could not however forefee. 
‘Then, continuing my courfe, I croffed the Line the 
1gth, and, leaving thofe yeffels bebind which might 
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fetard me, I failed with fo much expedition, that 1 
anchored at the Ifle of France on the 1 3th vf O&ober, 
after meeting with feveral difficulties, calms, and 
ftorms in my wey 2 

On feeing a King’s floop in the road, I fiattered 
myfelf that | was to be relieved ; bat, onthe con- 
trary, the brought me an order from the King to re- 
turn to India. thal obey the order, and you may 
affure his Majefy, that I thall do my duty there 5 
bat, Monfeigneur, 1 am in the mofc diftreffed fitu~ 
ation, and fo are al! the Captains, Officers, and 
crews of the fleet. Our thips are al! thattered, and, 
inftead of the refoorces we came here in fearch of, 
we meet with nothing but miferies of all kinds, 

We are in want of every thing, even ovr men will 
fail, how then fhall we be able to fight ? I left India 
becaufe I could get no fupply there; and upon my 
arrival here I am {till more embarraffed, 

In a word, Monfeigneur, fo greatis our diftrefs, 
that we are obliged to fend to the Cape of Good 
Hope one of the King’s thips, and eleven others be- 
Jonging to the Company, under the command of 
M. Ruls, to get our fubfitence from thehce, and 
every thing elfe in general, that can be bad there. 
This is the only refource we have, and this is an 
exad account of our fiiuation. My good-will thall 
always continue the fame, and} with my ftrength 
my je anfwerable to it. 

'¢ are now difpatching the Fidelle to carry a mil- 

lion of livres to Pondicherry. This relief will give 
reat fatisfaction, I believe to M-de Lally, for I 
iow how mach he muft be in want of it at prefent. 

You could not do me a greater pleafure, Monjeis 
meur, then to fend M. de l’Aiguille bere. He bas al- 
ways beén my friend, and you know his talents and 
merit. I fhajldo all I can to avail myfelf of his 
knowledge ; bue, Monfeignewr, 0 General Officer of his 
ftamp is not in the fituation he deferves, when he is 
fecond in command, He was more fit than any other 

erfon for conduéting this expedition. I am alfo de- 
lighted to have Me: de Ruis and Beauchene : 


Between forty and fifty thovfend pounds. 
one 
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one may expect to do fomething to the purpofe with 
oe Toes all of, Monjtigneur, is, that fi 

can affure you of, eis , is, that fince 
the King contpale we to return to India, 1 will 
obey, and facrifice my life in his fervice: the only 
ching I expe from his jdefs is, that, in cafe T 
fhould be killed, or fhould fall a vidtim to the hard~ 
thips of fo laborious a campaign as this is, he will 
not abandon Ma lame d’Aché, who has fold all her 
property to fupport me; and whom] fhould leave ia 
@ moft deplorable fituation, 


An exad relation of the twa engagements beteveen the 
Engh fh flect and that of the King. commanded by 
Count d’Ache ; the firft, in fight of Fort 8¢ David 
and Pondicherry, April 29; the fecond, in fight of 
Negapatnam and Caricalle, Auguft 3, 1758. 


BEING arrived at Mauritius the 17th of De- 
cember 1757, and having fitted out a fleet of nine 
fhips and two frigates, we left that ifland the 27th 
of January, to proceed to the coaft of Coromandel, 
carrying with us all the ys and warlike flores 
deftined for India, ‘The s being againft us, 
we were obliged to teke the long courfe ; for the 
colony was deftitute of every thing, and confequently 
unable to fupport the fhip’s crew, and the faldiers 
thae were te be landed, till the ufual and proper 
feafon for their depasture. 

‘The winds, in fa@, were very contrary till the 3d 
of April. On the 17th of che fame month we pafled 
the equator, after a moft troublefome navige 
and the 22d we difcovered the ifland of h jon, 
from whence the General difpatched the Dihkgente 
towards Caricale for an interpreter, while the fleet, 
following the frigate, advanced elfo towards that 
fatory. We reckoned that we fhould get certain 
intelligence there of the b pastes of the Englith fieet, 
on the coaft of Coromandel. But all we learnt was, 
the jun@ion of the five veffels of M. Stevens, with 
thofe which came from the Ganges, commanded by 
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Vice Admirsq] Pocock, whe bad failed from Madrafs 
on the 17th of April, with warlike flares and ame 
munition on board, leaving we frigates to cmife 
qefore Fort St, David. r 

On the 27th in the evening we fet fail from Cari- 
calle, regulating our failing in fuch @ memner, that 
we might be in a line before Goudelour at funerife, 
Here we difcovered the two Englith frigates, which, 
although under fail, yet as they lay between us and 
the land, they thought of nothing but to thelter 
themfelves under Fore St David ; but, being clafely 
purfued they were obliged to run afhore, and the 
crew fet fire to them, withont giving us an oppor- 
tanity of fighting them ‘This firt exploit, together 
with the appearance of our forces, feemed to ftrike 
terror into the Englith, The two Generals haftened 
to avajl themfelves of this confternation, M. de 
Lally, impatient to attack Fort St. David, defired to 
be fent afhore, while the fleet continued keepin; 
clofe to the wind, in order to preferve the advantage 
of its pofition, and to contribute more effectually 
to the enterprize, the fleet was ordered to anchor 
before Goudelour, M. de Lally having taking upon 
himfelf to give ftri& orders to fupply the feet 
with frefh provifions, to enable them to continue a 
crnife of fo much importance, In the mean while 
Count d’Aché detached the Come de Provence and 
the Diligente to convoy the Genera! of the land fer- 
vige, and his principal Officers, to the road of Pony 
dicherry. 

While this difembarkation was going forward-eaf- 
ter which we expeéted that the fhips would join us 
foon egain, they being neceflary for the feet— we 

ly'd to windward, in order to anchor before the 
ith fort, and difpofed our fhips ia the molt cone 
venient manner to extend the blockade. 

‘The day after, the agth of April, we heard the 
enemy's cannon firing at the attack of their advanced 
pofts, towards which our treops were already march- 
rk to inveft the place. Count d'Aché being equally 
folicitous about the facceft of the fiege, and deii- 
rous to cut off all communication by fea, wien 
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the Syiphide to fet foil, that the might anchor to wind- 
ward in the river of Gondelour, and might by this 
means intercept all {eecours coming to the beficged, 
and hinder them from conveying their effeéts out of 
the faQory. While fhe was preparing to execute this 
order, the difcovered nine veffels, and made a fignal 
accordingly. The General immediately gave orders 
to prepare for action, and we ourfelves having foon 
difcerned the fhips in full fail, bearing down upon 
usin good order, a fignal was made to flip the ca- 
bles, and form ourfelves ina line of battle, failing 
on the ftarboard tack, 

White the thips were thus fucceffively arranging 
themfelves, and that we were mancuvring to rally 
fome that were to leeward, ® figna] was made to 
the Come ds Provence and the Diligente to advance ; 
and, left thofe fhips, which were fo effentially ne- 
ceflary to firengthen the Acet, fhould fail to come, 
Count d’Aché feat a boat, with orders to them to 
cut their cables, end croud all their fails to join the 
ficet immediately, which he was leading on to the 
enemy ; while he himfelf took care not to keep too 
fear the wind, that he might facilitate the junétion 
of thefe two weffels, which were anchored in fight. 
Afterwards, to prevent the Englith from fending any 
faccours to Fort St. David, we failed clofe to the 
wind, to intercept them, or foree them to an ‘eh- 
gagement. 

‘his was the manner in which we faced the ene- 
my. The Bien-aimé, Vengeur, Condé, and Orleans, 
eompofed the van ; and the $1, Lewis, Moras, with the 
Duc de Reurgegne, formed the rear. Between thefe 
the Sylphide was put, to occupy the place of the chief 
thip of the divifion, which was expected every mo- 
ment, and the ftation of which we bad been obliged 
to change, by putting the rear in the place of the 
wan, with refpe& to the pofition of the Comte de 
Provence, which was to come and join us in the rear, 
Qur courfe was eaftward, and the wind fontherly. 

‘The Englifh were alfo forming their Ijne, and 
feemed at firit to place their frigates in it. They 
extended it parallel to ours, and bore down upon 
us all together, without leffening their fails; this 
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made os hefitate to wear sll at once, more efpecially 
as the Duc £Orleans wae not yet come up; but fhe 
joined us a little time after, and, as we perceived 
that the Englith failed clofer to the wind, and took 
down fome of their fails, fo that we might fuppofe 
they meant to wear of a {udden, to anchor to the 
windward of Fort St David, the General made a 
fignal to chafe in order of battle. y 

At noon the Englifh Admiral hoifted his flag, 
and gave the fignal of it. We did the fame imme- 
diately, and fred a fhot ; and as they bore down op 
on us to run along our line, we kept clofe to the 
wind, in order to obferve the enemy's motions, and 
we faw they regulated their difpofitions by our’s, and 
made one of the thips of their rear come into the 
front, to equal the forces we had prefented to them, 

We foon perceived the English Admiral was de~ 
termined to fight ; and therefore, to anfwer him, snd 
to engage the aétion at a rt diftance from the 
land to give the Come de mice the opportunity 
of joining us, a fignal was made for the rear to haul 
down fome of their fails, and we waited for the ene~ 
my under our two topfails. At two o'clock we 
were very near each other ; the French line was well 
formed, and fo clofe, that, by way of precaution, a 
fignal was made to open it a little more; the enc- 
my’s line being not fo clofe, and yet as much exe 
tended, and rangtd in the following order. ‘The 
Englith Admiral, bearing a white flag with a red 
crofs at his foremaft, bad three large fi ad a frie 

te in front; and three other large , With a 
fecond frigate, which repeated his fignals, formed 
his rear, 

At a quarter after two, the enemy bore down to 
engage. Count d’Ach¢ made a figndl to prepare for 
the fight, snd marked out the inftant in which all 
hands were to be at their refpedive flations We 
began to point our caanon, and each Officer was 
only iatent upon obferving the Commander, in the 
followiag difpofition. 

Captains Goth6 at the fore-caftle, with Mefits. 
Pommeraye and d’Hercé. 
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"The Chevalier de Montet], Major of the fleet, with 
the General, having Mefirs. de Sarchantel and Sen- 
neville to command the Marines, and affift in exe- 
cuting the fignals, 

Mefirs. Baudran, Senneville, d’Aché, the Cheva- 
Sier da Ponette, Grefligny, and le Minthier, were at 
the upper bettery. 

Metira, da Duffay, Dupleffis, Pafcau, the Cheva- 
lier de Genlis, and Genflin at the fecond battery, 

The Chevalier de Blofiac, de la Bourdonnaye, the 

Chevalier de Beaudras, and Gui, a volunteer, were 
at the poop. 
Al the fnips being ranged in perfe& order, they 
haled from fhip to thip, to the fir of the van, to 
have a look out for the Duc de Bourgogne, in order 
to facilitate her following vs, and being always in 
our wake, 

From the attention which all the Captains thewed 
in’ the execution of their different movements, one 
could not but prefage « happy iffue. Count d’Aché, 
delighted with the ardour of bis men, who cried 
out, from one end of the Sine to the other, Vine le 
Rei, and feeing his van within reach of the enemy, 
ordered 2 fignal to be made for the attack. At that 
inftant the Bien-aimé poured her broadfide into the 
foremaft thip of the enemy, and all the other ‘thips 
fucceflively difcharged their fire in the fame manner, 
The Englith Admiral returned the fire, ftill ad- 
vancing towards us, followed by bis two feconds, 
and approached our center divifion with a great deal 
of yeolution, 

Although the firing was very brifk, and that thefe 
two thips direéted their courfe almoft conftantly to- 
wards the Zadiague, neverthelefs we obliged them 
foon to brace their fails aback, while we hauled the 
mizen fheet clofe aft, to fire without intermiffion at 
the headmoft of the feconds, which the Duc de Or~ 
leant ras clofely engaged with. The Sv. Levis gave 
an excellent reception to the Englifh Commander in 
his turn, when, quitting us, he came within her 
reach, The Vengeur feemed foon to have the advan- 
tage of her adverfary, which failed as near the 
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wind as ible, and ufed every effort to get away, 
petite avoid the Ondé, which cnlesesesed 
to bear upon her. The Merat alfo attgcked the 
foremoft of the Englith rear very Vigoroully, While 
thefe things were paffing in ear front end center, 
we were much fusprized to fee the Duc de Boyngeg- 
ne, commanded by M. Ape, get qut of the 
kine, and the Sylphide, which fhe difturbed by this 
movement, was obliged likewife to give way, to the 
fire of 4 fhip of the firft rate. 

Inthe mean time, the Englith Admiral, always 
intent upon fighting the Zodiague, had quitted 
Fine to approach within pital-thot; and, while we 
were anleeriag his fire with great vivacity, rear 
was attacking the St. Loule and Morar to advantage, 
they being lett alone by the defertion of the Duc 
Bourgogne. 

Our head thips were obliged to make fail, in order 
to keep oppofite to the Englith, sad were fufli- 
ciently advanced to have room enoughto wear be~ 
tween the fisft and fecond dhip af the Englith line ; 
our General immediately made the fignal for them 
to do this, in order that they might pot the rear of 
the Englith between two fires, as they perfifted in 
attacking our rear fo clofely, as even not to take 
any notice of the diftance from their van. 

Unforranately for us, we had no frigate ta repeat 
eur fignals; and the fmoke, as it happons too often, 
hindered M. Palliere from obferving the figaal, We 
haled as loud as poffible to the nem veffel, to endeay 
vour to pafs the orders from fhip to fhip; but to 
30 purpofe, "The Veageww crowded fail to come to a 
clofe attack, the Bun-ciaé, within piftol-fhot, kept 
aconftant fire; but received a number of fhots in 
her rigging. A little time after, we toak down 
the Sgn, feeing the greatef part of our thips had 
faffered too much in their rigging to wear the 
wind ahead; but it was thought proper thet wo 
Should wear all together the wind afters, 2s feon as 
a favourable pofition offered ; for the enemy’s fhips, 
bearing down upon our rear, were driving confi+ 
derably to leeward, which expofed their reaz to bo 
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eut off; without reckoning that it wes ow advan. 
to come nearer to the coat, which it was of fo 
‘much confequence apt to lofe fight of, At this time 
the Dac de Baurgegu, running along our line, fired, 
without knowing it, foyeral thot into our fhip, and 
we in-vain wade 's fgnal to bring ber to order, 
‘The Syiphide, which to leeward, fired with 
Bore attention at certaia intervals, and adyaaced 
towards gur van, where the Bien-cime and the 
Vengeur had difabled their adverfaries, and driven 
them with confiderable advantage. About four 
‘clock the Mores was obliged to quit the line, 
ving received # great-quantity of thot between 
wind and water; and from that time, all the at- 
tech of the enemy were direéted to the center di- 
vifioa, 

The fight now became more animated on both 
fides; and we perceived the Comte de Prevence and 
the Dikigene exerting all their efforts to come into 
their ftations ; and whether it were that this reine 
forcement wes the warrant of the viory, it is cer- 
tain that the fire of the Duc d’Orleans, the Bediogue, 
and the S¢ Louis, was never better fupported. The 
Admiral foon gave way; and, we found onrfelves 
wader the ftera of the Dye d'Orleans, we were ob- 
Tiged to pafs before him, to avoid the latter. But 
immediately hauling our mizen thet clofo ait again, 
‘we came te the pohtion that fuited us beit, the St, 
Louis having by this means, # fhip more than the had 
to affift her. 

Jn the mean while, the firing continued ipceffant- 
ly, and ourg was fuch, that the Englifh Admiral was 
obliged to retreat a third time. As he fuffered hime 
felf to fall to leeward, he came eppofite to the Duc 
@Orkans, who fought him with vigour, and falli 
agsin within reach of the Sr, Lewis, M. Jognois fired 
feveral brosdfides at him within the range of point 
lank fhot; after which he remained to leeward 
with hig fails fhattered, The other Englith fhips 
followed his example, bracing aback to lie to: this 
caufed 3 confiderable {pace between the center and 
tho front of the enemy. at 
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‘The Vengeur then crowded all her fails to cut off 
the fhip which the Bien-ciné kept under her fire 
againt her wills the Syiphide, with & great desl of 
ardour, followed, and kept clofe to the wind, in 
order to be ine fituation to reach the enemy with 
her cannon. The Comte de Provence was upon thé 
point of being enabled to bear down the wind 
a-head, and with her tack to get into the center 
of our line, into which the Diligente was almoft 
rallied, and began already to repeat our fignals, 

‘As the rear of the enemy remained in the fame 

ofition, and our veffels were far advanced, it might 

e eafily cut offon the other tack; the manner of 
doing this was to veer quickly alltogether, failin 
onthe larboard tack. Count dAché being of this 
opinion, we loft no time in wearing, fo as to bring 
the wind on the other fide of the thip, moft of our 
veffels not being able to bear down the wind ahead ; 
the fignal was therefore made for wearing the wind 
aftern; to which we added thet of the order of 
battle, failing on the Jarboard tack, that our thips 
might better comprehend the reafon of our ma- 
neeurre. 

The English Admiral foon underitood what we 
were about, or at lesit he made a fignal wey quickly 
to all his thips, to keep clofe to the wind; and he 
himfelf, who was the headmoft of the four fhips, 
‘and molt to leeward, slfo hauled all his courfes and 
topegallaat: fails, and ufed every method he could 
to bring up his van, that he might extricate his rear 
from the critica) fituation it was in, about five in 
the evening. But all the efforts he could make 
to get the wind of our rear were unavailing ; for 
our van, quitting the two Englith fhips, thet were 
fhattered, and utterly unrigged, might always have 
doubled upon M. Pocock to windward, which was 
the principal obje@, and the caufe of the movement 
propofed, 

‘The Moras being slong fide of us to leeward, we 
haled her to give usfea room to wear, and bring the 
wind on the other fide of the fips being very cer- 
tain that the St, Louis, the Duc d’Orkeans, and all ae 
other 
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other thips, would fucceffively do the fame, as they 
probably waited only forour mancarre. The moves 
ment was accordingly begun. In the mean while, 
the wind being afterg, Couat d’Aché thonght it more 
adviferble to advance towards the Come de Prowence ; 
which mittaking, unfortunately, our mancenvre, haul 
éd up her main-fail ; but fhe immediately unfurled 
it again when fhe underftood our defign, and came 
to us with all the fail fhe could crowd. 

‘The St, Louis haled us during thefe tranfastions ; 
and while the rear of the enemy was almoft in our 
wake, and our van far advanced, M de Joannis 
called out to the General, that he was ready to fol- 
low to begin the sation again. M. de Surville began 
firft to fail on the lari tack, and we all thought 
to form our line with the Duc Orleans, now become 
our head fhip, leaving the Come de Provence, with 
her divifion, to clofe the line to leeward, as foon as 
we fhould have Bot clofe together, while our van 
was to keep clofe to the wind, to put the rear of 
the enemy between their fire and our’s, 

However this may be, while the fquadron was 
making a little circuit in forming, the enemy, re- 
covered from their firt confulion, rallied, keeping 
clofe to the wind upon the oppofite tack to ours; 
and unfortunately, night coming on, it was not pof- 
fible to get fufficiently to windward to renew the 
ation, 

Before night came on, the Englith tacked about, 
rather, as it fhould feem, with a view to keep the 
wind, than to venture another engagement ; for, to~ 
wards evening, Count d’Aché commanded all hus 
lights of orders to be put out, and each veffel to light 
he: lantern; while the Englifh fhewed no 
iy jeft we fhould difcover rheir mancmnvres, 

’e obferved the fails and rigging of the Englifh 
tobe much fhattered ; and the two thips of the van, 
which had been engaged by the Vengeur and the Bren~ 
ami, to be entirely Fitabled, One of them had her 
mizen top-fail matt quite down; and the other, her 
little top-gallant mai. One of thefe veffels, in par- 
ticular, was carried to fuch a diftance daring the 

action, 
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ation, that coming up, a3 we did, sfter the sQion, 
fhe paffed to windward of the Eoglith line, and lay~ 
to to repair her dams; 

‘The Zodiague, which bed fullered the moft of our 
fbips, was foon in a ftate totrim all her fails, and 
white all hands were at work in repairing their rig- 
ging, the {quadron being formed on the ftarboard 
tack, Count d’Aché the Diligente to fail 
along the line, and give notice to the thips, that be 
intended to engage # feeond time, The juniion of 
the Comte de Prewence and the Dil gente did in fa® 

romife us the greateft advantages ; but the Englifh 
cemed to have no fuch intention; they remained 
matters of the wind, and continued to keep as clofe 
toit as poffible, endeavouring to conceal their ma- 
neeuvres from us. 

The General thought of nothing elfe the whole 
night, but to ply to windward, or to anchor of the 
eoaft, if the currents and wind wonld not permit 
him'to go farther to the fouthward. This laft (cheme 
feemed to be moft fuitable, on account of the rapi- 
dity of the current ; he therefore fent the Diligents a 
fecond time to tell the captain of the Comte de Prowence 
that he might make the fignal for mooring when he 
thought proper. 

Atnine at night the Come de Provence made the 
fignal for anchoring, and we repeated it inftantly, 
marking it as ftrongly as we could, that the ships 
aight lofe no time in feeing their anchors clear, and 
fusling their fails. 

We aachored in nine fathom water, and obferved 
all the thips fuceeffively doing the fame. The fqua- 
ron was placed very advantageoufly, and not far 
from Pondicherry ; but at day-break we had the 
fatal fight of the Bien-cimé driven athore. That veffel 
had loft two anchors in the engagement, and, by 
« fingular fatality, the Due de Bourgogne, whofe con- 
@n@ had been fo shameful during the aGijon, paffed 
her keel over the laf cable the had left, aed cut it. 
‘The gale, which was very ftrong, drove her afhore ; 
the dropt a fmall enckor which fhe had on board, 
but it could not withitend the current, The Copia 

wihe 
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withed to get under fail, but his foils and rigging 
were fo torn inthe aftion rhat they conid be of no 
ufe to him. Finally, M. Bouvet, after having fonght 
fo well and performed al! the duties of a brave and 
excellent officer, had the misfortzpe to lofe his fhip. 
The mafts were all cut away, and Count d’Aché 
having feat so knew the condition af the thip, was 
informad, chet fhe was pait recovery. Every dif- 
Pofition was made to {aes the men, ammunition, aad 
effocts, and M. Bourret remained on board to dif- 
charge this duty with regard to his crew, while 
Metlrs. Landivizian andthe Chevalier Crillon, who 
during the ation had fhewed a good example to the 
troops, eonduSted them to Pondicherry. 

‘he fame day we received intelligence of the Eng- 
Jith fleet. They took the advantage of the obfcu- 
rity of the night sada feir wind to earry them to 
Coblore, where they were well fated to receive 
every fuccour they ftood in need of from Madrafs, 
which is only three leagues diftanr from that fagtory, 
Count d’Aché was not ina condition to follow them 
fo fay, for the moft he expe&ed was to have water 
So prosifon enongh to cerry him to the road of 
Pondicherry. Some of the vellels were entirely def~ 
titute of thefe articles, and fuch was our difrefs, 
that, befide a great number of wonsded, we had gifo 
e conGderable quantity of fick, and efpecially of 
feorbutic perfons, who required {peedy reliefs to 
thefe reafons we may add the neceflity of landing 
the troops and ammunition,-and returning to Fort St, 
Dasid, which was vigoroufly attacked by M, de 
Lally, We therefore put again to fea to ply ftill, to 
windward. The winds and currents were fo eontrary, 
that we fometimes loft ground inftead of gaining it, 
end it was only by incredible labours that the Heet 
arrived et length in the road ef Poadicherry, where 
it anchored on the 3d of May, aftera sayigation ef 
& hundred days, and a very warm engagement. 
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A bftof officers killed and wounded in the afion of the 

20 April, 1758, belonging to the King's ficp the 

odiaque, 

Mefits. the Cheyslier de ia Bourdonnaye, Duplef- 
fis, Pafcau, d’Hercé, killed. 

Mefizs. the Count d’Aché Gottho, de Senneville, 
fenior, de Senneville, junior, de Greffigny, de Min- 
thier, and du Povet, . 

Forty men killed in the engagement, 35 who died 
of their wounds, and 150 wounded, 

Seventeen shots between wind and wxter, 


In landing the t and paffengers, who contri- 
buted to frengthen our thipe, wee bad more than 
1200 wounded or fick to lend’ and, our crew bein; 
obliged to work hard in unlading the fhips, were 
exhaufted that the number of fick was daily incree- 


fin; 

Kt Pocock being well informed of our condition, 
and willing to evail himfelf of the accidental lof of 
the Bien-aint, after having drawn all the fuccours he 
required for his fleet from Madrafs, fet out on the 
toth of May to make another attempt to relieve Fort 
St. David. This movement of the enemy made ua 
prefs for fupplies for the fleet ; but there being a0 

ofibility oF obtaining them at prefent, it was re- 
Relved in a mizt Council, that the fleet thould moor 
ine line of battle, cill it was fupplied with water, 
provifions, balla, &c. which maoy fhips were in 
want of, and till it fhould be in a ftate to attack the 
enemy again. ‘The frigates only were employed to 
convey ammunition to the fiege, which our troops care 
yied on very vigoroufly, notwithftanding the contf- 
nual fire of the garrifon, which was reinforced by 
the crew of the two frigates we had burnt on the 
28th of April, 

On the 26th of May the Englith fiect appeared 
before Emparvé, which they could not have gained. 
by beating in the offing, and feemed to regulate their 
manceuvres as if their intention hed been to afcend 
the coaft without lofing fight of it, They had rwo 

fre-thips 
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fire-fhips along with them ; and, our pofition not 
permitting us to put to fea for want of men, M, Po- 
Cock might have attacked us at anchor with great 
advantage, and at the fame time might heve im- 
peded the fuccefs of M. de Lally. 

We loft not a moment's time in colle&ing the 
men who were able to come on board, and in dif- 
pofing every thing for the defence of the thips. In 
the mean time, Count d’Aché ftill thinking it better 
to top the career of the Englifh fieet by offering 
battle, 2 mixed Council was fummoned, in which it 
was refolved that the Chevalier de Monteil and 
Melffrs. de Palliere and de Survitle, Captains, thould 
be fent immediately to M. de Laily, to inform him of 
the ill confequences that might attend the waitin; 
for the enemy, and the great advantages that would 
accrue to us from failing out to meet them, if we 
could be reinforced fo as to enable us to preferve the 
advantage of the wind to fight the enemy a fecontl 
time, 

The enemy advanced daily, and appeared the next 
day in fight of Pondicherry, In confequence of re~ 
prefentations made to M. de Lally, that General 
Came to Pondicherry, followed by 340 European fol- 
diers, and from A" 400 feapoys Count d’Aché, 
after receiving this re-inforcement, gave orders for 
failing, and, having obferved the enemy getting onder 
fail oppofite the fort, he made a fignal to put imme~ 
diately to fea, and to form the line, 

It was at this time that the General, defirous of 
beftowing upon the Officers of his thip fome mark 
of his approbation of their conduét, gave his Liew 
tenants commiffions of Captains, his Sub-lieutenants 
commiffions of Lieutenants, and each of his Mid~ 
fhipmen a commiffion of Sub-lientenancy, The Eng- 
lith fleet feemed at firit refolved to rifk-afecond en- 
gagement; butafter « little time, inftead of failing 
nearthe land, by the help ofa fea breeze, it con- 
tinued on the fatne tack, and difappeared. Our {qua- 
dron went to anchor in # line before Goudelour, and, 
the place having no further hopes of relief, furrene 
dered to the King’s arms on the ad of June 1758, ‘ 

. de 
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Mde Lally marched, immadiately after the furren- 
der, to Devi-cottah, to drive the Englith from thence, 
Qn the approach of eur troape, Count d’Aché, in or- 
der to seploy the fiset ia the bufinefs that feemed 
to him moft important, refolved to eruife about the 
pieces where veffels commonly put ia, either to col- 
Jeét whatever {mecours might te fent to us, orto ine 
tercept thofe chat might ba feat to the enemy; or, 
Gnally, to make a difpley of our forces before the 
people of Tanjour, whom the Englith endeavoured 
to prepoffefs ageint us, The Syiphide, whofe crew 
was didributed amon: thips, and had only been 
able to get the Lafca lieu of them, joined as on 
the coaft, after taking in tow an English veffel oppo- 
fite Negapatnan, which we fent immediately to Pon- 
dicherry, under the command of M, de Minthier, 
who, although dangeroufly wounded in the engage~ 
ment, and not recovered, to thew his zeal, yen- 
tweed again on board; his wounds growing 
wert, he was obliged to return to Pondicherry to be 
cured, 

A few days after this, M. d’Aché received a letrer 
from the Council of Pondicherry, inviting him to 
come there with his fleet, his prefence being necef- 
fary while the King’s troops were employed in the 
war of Tanjour, from wheace we expected to draw 
‘ll the fums required for an expedition againft Ma- 
Grafs, we arrived in that road om the 17th of June, 
und began immediately to fupply the fhips, and put 
them ia a fituation to co-operate with the land r= 
eee. 
+» While we remajned at Pondicherry, without being 
able, however, to provide ai] the neceffarics for the 
fleet, on account af the want of refources, the Eng» 
lith, receiving larger fupplies from their colonies, 
refitted themfelyes at Madrafs ; and, after having re 
inforced themfelves with the crews of the three thips, 
that had paffed by Caricalle a few days after we 
quitted our ernife, M. Pocock, being informed of 
the refiftance made by the King of Tanjour, aad 
prefaeing that our feet, deftizute of men, would be~ 

come 
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come an eafy songelt while we lay et ditchor, ree 
folved to afcend the coaft to come up to ts, 

Count d’Aché enly received intelligence of this at 
the time that the rudders of moft of onr thips were 
afhore ; and the day after, on the 29th of July, the 
Engtith fleet was difcovered advancing very faft, 
while our fleet had stot taken every nece! uy on 
board. We worked night and day, and difpof our 
thips in order of bartle in the road, becaufe there was 
Ho appearance of our being able to meet the enenty 
before they came up with us The wind, however, 
failed them in fuch a manner, that aftet putting about 
towards Pondicherry, they were obliged to anchor 
in the rear of our fhips to leeward. 

By this time, having affembled all our convalef- 
cents, and taken ont the greateft part of onr crews be- 
longing to the two frigates, by this little reimforce- 
ment it appeared that the fleet woold really be in a 
condition to fight: accordingly, though it was.a very 
Sifferent thing to fuftain an action while we were 
moored, or in open fea, on account of the mumber of 
hands neceffary for worki bag yet, weighing 
the inconveniencies at.ending the Arft with the ad. 
vantages belonging to the latt pofition, Count d’Aché 
determined upon this, and, having fent the Chevalier 
de Monteil to declare his refolutions to the Counci}, 
we immediately prepared to pot to fea, and even 
wore upan our anchors with fo much difpatch, 
that we failed as foon as the Major of the fleet re~ 
turned, and formed ourfelves in aline of battle. 

‘The Englith got under fail at fix in the morning, 

roceeded in the fame order, but crouded all their 

fails, in hopes of getting to windward of us, Attwo 

o'clock they changed their courfe, and we did the 
fame fhortly after, to avail ourfelves of the land 
breeze, drawing near to the fhore, and afterwards pot- 
ting out further to fea. !t appeared that we might 
crutfe to windward of the exemy, for the firtt of 
their thips, at the approach of the Compre de Provence, 
clued up her fails, and did not hefitate to wait for 
her company. At this time, as the night came on, we 
had a violent {qual from the N. W. which carried 
us 
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us tothe South 38. W. We then fisttered onrfelves 
that we fhould fill preferve the wind, and be futfi- 
ciently advanced, the day following, to the fouth- 
ward, to moor at Pondicherry after the engage~ 
ment, 

‘The enemy were not fo fortunate as we were, for 
they could not be difcovered otherwife than from 
the maft-heads, and too late to make it poilible to 
engage the action, We therefore continued to keep 
as clofe to the wind as ible, in managing our 
tacks, for it was probable that the Englith would 
avail themfelves of the firft wefterly wind which 
might blow in the i oa) to carry them towards the 
land, and to the fouthward of us. Befides, as the 
obje@ of the Tanjour war feemed very interefting 
to M.Pocock, it was of importance to the nation 
that our fleet fhould appear on their coatts, 

the inhabitants fhould know any thing of their allies, 
We manceuvred, therefore, fill afcending the coat, 
and keeping « continuel look out for the Englith, 
till we anchored in fight of Tranquebsr, at the be- 
ginning of the night, and continued there til mora- 


ing. 

Bn the goth of aly, after baving pled to wind- 
ward, without difcovering any thing of the enemy's 
ficet, we caft anchor before Caricalle, from whence 
we fet fail again as foon as the Jand breeze began to 
blow, and continued to keep ftill os clofe to the 
wind gs poflible, becaufe, having heard nothing cer- 
tain in our fa@ory of the polition of M, Pocock, 
there was reafon to think that he endeavoured to fail 
‘between Ceylon and Negapatnam, in order to get to 
the windward of us. 

On the gift of July, as we paffed slong the coat 
in aline, we fuffered ourfelves to be chafed by two 
fhips to the windward of Negapatnan, which the 

figente difcovered to be Dutch; and at night, bay- 
ing veered towards land, without getting any intelli- 

nce of the enemy, Count d’Aché ordered us to 
jeer for Caricalle, that we might et length gain 
fome information of the pofition of the Englifh 
fleet; but having learnt nothing, and fome perfons 
thinking 
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thinking thet M. Pocock might have teken the re- 
folution to moleft Fert St, David, or caufe fome di- 
verfion to the troops, it was immediately refolved up- 
©n to goand force him to an engagement, 

On the rf of Auguft, having placed all our fhips 
in a line, we failed along the coait, and about nine 
o'clock in the morning the Ditigente made a fignal of 
her feeing the Englith ficet, Ithad failed from Devie 
cottah, and forming a line on the larboard tack, 
the wind foutherly, feemed to expect us, We ob- 
ferved, however, that the Englifh bore of to fea, 
which might poflibly retard the engagement as to 
us, our line being foon formed parallel to that of the 
enemy, M.d Aché ordered the fignal to be made to 
hear down. At the fame inftant each veffel ad~ 
vanced towards the fhip that was oppofite to her, 
while we fteered right upon the Yarmouth, placed, 
as we were, in the center of the fguadron; which 
confilted of feven large fhips, a fre-thip, and a fri- 
gate to repeat the fignals, 

The two fleets, however, were not within reach 
of each other till about five in the evening, becaufe 
the gale, S. 3S. £. was rather weak; but it foon ine 
created confiderably, and the fea running high, many 
of our thips were obliged to fhut their lower port 
holes. The St, Lowis, in hafte to communicate this 
important obfervation, haled us, and defired the Ge- 
neral to take notice that fhe could not employ her 
battery, ‘}his determined us to keep clofe to the 
wind, and renounce the defign of advancing on the 
enemy, 

They did not avail themfelves of our fituation, but, 
neglefting to begin an action, which they thought, 
without doubt, we declined only becaafe night was 
at hand, the Englith appeared rather anxious to get 
to windward of us: but as we obferved their mo- 
tions with the greateft accuracy, we failed exiflly as 
they did, letting them know Ly this mancuvre, that 
we waited only for the morning to begin the fight. 
‘When we changed our courfe_ towards the land, we 
made our fignals by fring of our guns, our poop 

lanterns 
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Tanteros were Ih end we failed in a lite 
Ff dattle to pela Ec aa Mealy 

We perceived, in the mean time, thet thé enemy 
had placed the Cusderiand sfter the Sahfuty, which 
followed the Eftenbsth, and that thefe fhips formed 
their van. Inftead, therefore, of leaving the Méras 
rerween the Comte de Prévence ond the Dic d’ Orleans, 
in the van, we made the Duc de Bours come into 
her ftation in the night, and ordered bet fhips to 
change their brogd pendants, thee If we could attack 
the enemy at bredk of day, they ding de 
firft Aight, might not have time td alter chee difj 
on: and confequently the Morar and the fe, 
fupported by the Veageur, were to endeavéur to break’ 
or deftroy the Newcaftle and the Weymonth, which’ 
compofed the rear of the Englith fleet. 

On the ad im the morning we did not fee the’ 
Englith aga, who had continued to fail in the of- 
fing; it was thought thet they were difcerfied, im 
the courfe of the day, towards the N. E ; ind, as M, 
@ Aché bad occafion to confalt with His Captains, 
he ordered us to fteer for Curicalle, 

‘The fubje& of the confultztion, at which all the 
Captains and Officers of the fect were prefent, was 
the bad flare of the batteries of the fhips of the Com- 
py; ‘The General having concluded that we fhoutd 
leave the advantage of the wind to the enetty, prd- 
vided the fea were rough, it wes propofed, in this 
cafe, to execute a mancuvre, which had been al- 
ready mentioned the dey before 

‘hen we were obliged to fufpend the attack, we 
entered into all the details of the proje&. It was 
agreed ‘upon, that, in a fimiler fituetion, our fleet, 
feigning to run slong fide the enemy, fhould infeni- 
bly Bear down, each hip falling ito the wake of the 
other, and keeping very clofe together. The Comie 
de Provence fhoutd then come up to the left thip of the 
enemy, within piftol-fhot, and all the other thips, 
following exa@ly her menieuvre, fhould each 
their broadfide point blank along the whole of the 
Rnglith line, end that afeerwates, continuing their 
couvfé on the fame tack, they should form the line 

within 
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~ within half a league of the Englith fleet to leewaid, 
after having cut off two of their frigates, and proba+ 

bly ‘ifabled one of their thips, . 

Lach Captain being chus infiri 
wre, a faller explanation of the 
M. de la Chaife, who was moft 
to the fuccefs of it, as he was t! to™ 
fignal for the moment in which it was to” 
cuted. ~ 

Wedefigned to be under fail before break of day, 
on account of the enemy, when at one o'clock we 
heard their fignal guns firing, aad their lights, which 
they put up, veering by the land breeze to run along 
the coat, . 

On the 3d of Auguft we fet fail ourfelves upon the 
fame tack j aod the Diligente, with which our thips 
formed the line, as we proceeded, put us in a fituati- 
‘on to be able to engage the enemy before the breeze 
increafed. 

‘Thus we waifed with impatience the break of day. 
As foon as it appeared, the Englith began their ma- 
neavres with Uiparch : at the fame ume we made 
the fignal to bear down in line of battle, and a gun 
was fred upon hoifting the King’s dag.” The thips 
all obferved the beft order, and each feemed to vie 

with the other in approaching the enemy ; who were 
obliged to give way all rogether, to form their line, 
and feemed difconcerted at feeing us advance with 
fa much refolution. While they were preparing to 
receive us, the cry of Vive Je Rey refounded from one 
end of our line to the other ;" but, unfortunately, 
as the wind increafed, the S¢. Lewis hated us again, 
to inform us, that neither the, nor feveral other of 
the company’s hips, could make any ufe of their 
Jower guns, 

‘We were then oppofite to Negapatuam, within a 
litele diftance from the road, and, by the regular 
change of the wind, we could not ftay to obferve the 
enemy longer than twelve o'clock, at which time, ae 
Admiral Pocock was expeéted to come down to 
give ys battle, having the advantage of the .fea 
breeze over us, The engagement being therefore 

Vor, IV. P unavoid- 








34 APPENDIX 


unavoidable, it was again propofed to put the pro- 
je@, which was talked of the preceding night, into 
immediate execution ; and, befide the reafons which 
already juftified this idea, there was this additional, 
one, that we might afterwards be able to recover 
the wind again, by failing to the S, E. while the 
land breeze continued, after having cannonaded the 
enemy’s line, and cut off their two frigates, We 
were in this ftate at fix o'clock in the morning, the 
enemy failing to the fouthward, with a freth breeze 
from the weft, and we alfo ranging the coat to 
bear down, after we difcovered the fatal lofs of 
our batteries, This interval was taken up in con- 
folting 2bout the movement propofed, and M. d@’ 
Aché was defirous of having the decifive opinion of 
the Captains upon it, At length the Ditigente re- 
turning, and perceiving that the time was pafling, 
which fhould be employed in executing & mancuvre 
which nothing bat a calm could hinder from being 
decifive, the ignal agreed upon wasmade, M. dela 
Chaife began immediately to dire& the manceuvre ; 
and each hip following the example of the Comte de 
Provence, the whole fleet advanced in the order moft 
proper for our defign, fo asto conceal it from the 
enemy, who feemed unable to comprehend it, till ie 
was out of their power to prevent it. Accordingly, 
about 10 o'clock, we were ina very udvantageous 
fituation: the Englifh had not thought proper to 
make their van bear down, that they might all come 
on together, as we did; and, judging afterwards that 
this movement would not be a fufficient refource to 
them, they contented themfelves with clofing their 
rear as near as poffible. 

When they faw that we were advancing near their 
rear, knowing that we fhould be within reach to de- 
ftroy the taft of their ships, and cut off their fri~ 
gates, they fucceflively made feveral different ma- 
nicuvres, Some bore away with their forefails, o- 
thers tacked about, and, ‘affifted by their boats, 
endeavoured to keep themfelves N. and S,, while we 
till failing in the offing, E, and E, keeping our 
bowfprit towards the of the laft of their fhips, 
fteered fo that we might be able to deftroy i, and 

fepa- 
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feparate, at the fame time, the two frigates from 
the reft of the enemy’s fleet. Thefe frigates had 
no lefs than five row-boats to tow them up, but 
finding that all their endeavours could not enable 
them to gain their ftations, they quitted the fleet 
entirely; but though they crouded all their fails, 
yet the Diligente, which was juit preparin to follow 
them, could have overtaken them, and obliged 
them to bring to, under the fire of one of our 


dhips. 

Phe nearer we approached the rear of the enemy, 
the more their confufon appeared. M. Pocock was 
making fignals continually, and the left thipy “more 
anxious than any other, on account of her fituation, 
was edging further to leeward, to avoid receiving 
all our fhots in her fterh, her Captain not confider- 
ing that her danger was thereby increafed, inafmuch 
as the fquadron could not venture to break the line, 
nor change even tothe general teck, and therefore 
remained. under their two topfails, in an ill-formed 
Ne. 

In this manner the King’s {quadron would inevi- 
tably have obtained the advantage, and would 
afterwards have been ready to engage a general ac- 
tion with the fix remaining ships of M. Pocock’s 
fleet between the two breezes, We faw no obita~ 
cle to our defign on the part of the enemy, for fuch 
was already their confution, that M, Pocock himfelf 
ran foul of one of his fhips, while we were con- 
ftantly in purfuit of our object The Comte de Pro- 
wence was jult ready to in her broadfide, when 
the wind which already began to abate, became 
perfeétly calm, and was fucceeded by a fea breeze, 

This revolution happening fooner than we had 
reafon to fear, or the enemy to expe&t, put usin 
the fame fituation we were in before, i de la 
Chaife, even before we made the fignal, was only 
intent upon manceuvring according to circumftances ¢ 
and, as the enemy had the advantage of the wind, 
which we were obliged to give up to them, it was 
their bufinefs to avail themfelves it, while we ex- 
petted them with firmne(s, Our ling being well forme 


Pa M, Po- 


316 APPENDIX 


M Pocock, was fome time employed in difengeg- 
ing bia fhips ; at length, about noon, he placed the 
fizabeth, Sakjoury, and Eumberland in the van, fol~ 
lowed by the Weymouth, Newcaftle, and Tyger, and 
then made a fiynal to bear down upon us. His van 
not obferving firily the order of failing of the other 
flups, the Elizabeth came very near the Comte de 
Provence, while the Yarmouth was fill at a ‘diftance 
from us, and the enemy's rear was pot yet within 
reach of ours. Our General waited for M, Pocock, 
to induce him the more to run along his line. We 
made a fignal to our van to brail their fails, and we 
wat our top-fail aback, as foon as we faw the Elrza- 
th along fide of the Comte de Provence 

When the Elizabeth was, within piftol-fhot, the 
brought to; and M. de la Chaife, oho always dif- 
played as much bravery as ikill in bis manceuvres, 

rought to likewife, to be under her fire; at this in- 
fiant we hoifted our fignal for aétion, and the dif- 
charged a full broadfide, and received, at the fame 
time, one from the enemy. 

“Lhe Duc 2Orleans and the Dur de Bourgogne fired 
at the other fhips, but we were defirous to referve 
our fire for the Yarmeuth, when the Cumberland, which 
failed before her, fired a broadfide at us, which was 
immediately returned, ‘The St, Lowis attacked the 
Admiral in the faine inftant, which fired before the 
could come along fide of us; the two thips of the 
rear fired likewife, but they were rather at too great 
a ciftence. 7 

hus the engagement began with a very promif- 

ing afpeat, for the Elizabeth had her mizen-top-matt 
{hot off ; and the Comte de Provence feemed to Pree 
mife us greater advantages, when, in the midft of 
the fmoke raifed by their continual firing, we faw 
her mizen-maft on fire: this accident was occafion- 
ed by tome combuftibles thrown in by the enemy; 
Dut it was fo much the more terrible, as fhe eo- 
gaged within piftol-thot. M. Bouvet, her next 
neighbour, foon relieved her; for as the was en- 
deavouring to withdraw, in order to extinguith her 
fire, he ftepped between, and engaged capi 
itevens 
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Stevens, in M. de la Chaife’s place. ‘The Duc 2Or- 
deans received alfo part of her fire, in order to keep 
the Saligury employed; and, fring alternately at 
the Cusberland and the admiral’s fhip, we continued 
the fight, which was exceedingly enimated on both 
fides, and very bloody. The wheel of our helm was 
carried away at the beginning of the aétion, and, till 
that was repaired, we could not direst our fre proper- 
ba though we were inceffantly receiving that of the 

‘umberland and the Admiral. Befides, we had {carce 
fixed ona fecond wheel, when a fire, which canght 
in the hold, threw us in the greateft panic, expofng 
us tothe danger of being blown up. This difatter 
was foon removed ; but @ little time after, the tran- 
fom being detached by the cannon of the St. Barbe, 
which burft in firing, it hindered the tiller from 
working, fo that we could not come to windward fo 
much as we withed, ta be oppofite to the Admiral, 
who being placed upon our quarter, incommoded us 
greatly s and he could only be driven awry by the 

7. Louis; however, we cut away the yard of his 
main-top-fail, and never ceafed firing, whenever we 
could difcern him, 

As foon as we were able to fleer, we endeavoured 
to come near the Duc de Bourgogne, who, in keeping 
her ftation, was obliged to fultain a very obftinate 
fight with the enemy's van; and for this parpofe, we 
ourfelves wifhed to pafs to windward of the Duc 
@Orleans 5 but while we advanced, and that that ship 
was bracing her fails, in order to faveur our defign, the 
tiller rope of our fecond wheel was carried away, in 
the midft of the continual volley of thot, which da- 
amaged our rigging confiderably. Finally, “we found 
ourfelves forced, for want of a helm, to run foul of M. 
de Surville. Fortunately, the Englith could not reap 
any advantage from this accident, in which we were 
expofed to every misfortune, if they had fent a fire~ 
thip againft the Zedéague ; we had only the feme fpace 
to engage them in, and, the Due d’Orveans, as well as 
we, having worked with incredible difpatch and ar- 
dour, we weré foon difengaged, apd M. de Surville 
beginning to fre agzin, the Duc de Bourgogne had time 
ta recover her ftation, while fhe continued in the fight, 
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The Fengur, which clofed our line, came the 
nearett to us, and we obferved that the always kept 
‘up a prodigious fire ; in « word, notwithftanding our 
loffes, we were in hopes that the Comte de Provence 
would come up to us again, when the Morar and the 
Condé alfo quitted the line about four o'clock, after | 
having faffered much, 

After this, we prepared the fignal for all to wear 
at the fame time, the wind right aft, continuing ftill 
the engagement, while we drew near to the Comte de 
Provence, which was labouring inceffantly to repair, 
but was not in a condition to refume her ftation, 
though fortunate in having efcaped blowing up. Be- 
fides fhe mutt neceffarily do this with greater eafe, 
when the fleet had made another tack ; we there~ 
fore made the fignal for veering hard a weather, with 
that of the Jine of battle, failing on the larboard 
tack ; obferving ourfelves, to tack the laft, in order 
to favour the execution of this movement. 

The Vengexr, which not only fupplied very well 
the place of the Moras and the Gnd but which had 
alfo taken care to prolong her courfe, while fhe kept 
wp_an inceffant fire, coniributed greatly to the fuce 
cefs of this maneuvre. The fquadron was there- 
fore foon in an advantageous pofition ; for the new 
line of battle was f with the two fmalleft vefo 
fels before, and the Ve and gurfelyes in the rear, 

‘The Englith, whofe line was aifo difordered, far 
from clofing with us, when we tacked to rally the 
Moras and the Condé, only veered by a kind of gene~ 
ral tack, which increafed the diftance between the 
two fquadrons, Two of their ships perfifted only in 
fring at the Zediague; which difeharged her fire from 
both the tiers at the fame time, and held her fide up 
to the whole Englith fleet, in order to fave two of our 
veffels, whofe rigging was entirely deftroyed, and 
were confequently unable to work. This mancuvre 
had the defred effe@, for thefe veffels, having hoift- 
ed all the fails they could rig, extricated themfelves 
from the difagreeable Situation they were in, Count 
@Aché then finding himfelf befet with five veffels, 
determined to wear hard a weather 5 and, the Ves- 
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ger coming clofe upon us, we ftood off to fea, in 
‘order to relly our thips that were far ahead, Admi- 
ral Pocock’s fhip lay % confiderable way aft, and 
entively difabled ; the Euzabeth and Newcafile only 
advanced towards us, though wery fowiy. 5 

A little after this, the Prowence, having 
cut away her mizen-maft, came to join us, in order 
to ftrengthen our rear; and M. Pocock, who had bad 
fo much good fortune that day, and whofe fleet was 
in far better condition than ours, inftead of renews 
ing the fight, made a fignal for his thips to fail clofe 
hauled, 'e made no alteration ia our manceuwres 5 
the Diligente had been fent to defire all onr veffels to 
fail in order, and to repair as fat as they could, 
We ftilbkept up the fignsl for battle, failing on the 
Jarboard tack; neverthelefs, feeing the neceflity 
there was for repairing our thips, we ftecred for 
Pondicherry. 

The day following, being the qth of Auguft, we 
arrived there, and anchored in a line before it, The 
Admiral then fent the Chevalier de Monteit into 
the city, and commanded him, ashe paffed, to in- 
form M.de la Chaife how much he was. fatisfied 
with his condué, and to exprefs the fame fenti- 
ments to the other Captains; but that, being con~ 
vinced, from their want of men, of rigging, and 
ammunition, and, above all, as he could not flatrer 
himfelf, on account of the bad ftate of moft of the 
fhip’s guns, that he fhould be able to decide the 
affair by attacking the enemy again, he therefore 
refolved to anchor near the place: morcover, the 
magazines being totelly unprovided, and fecing 
thet the repairing of the fhips became fo much 
the more difficult, as the colony was in want of 
the firft materials; and as the army, obliged to 
abandon the fiege of Tanjour, far from bringing 
the advantages that were expected from that enter= 
prife, woald, on the contrary, foon increafe the 
difficulty of our fubliftence ;— for thefe reafons, 
a 'Aché determined to depart as foo a3 pof- 
fible, 
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A Uf of the King’s Officers killed and esunded, 


Lieutenant Dudeffais, M. de Senneville, 2 ,;, 
and M. de Miathier, chilled, 

Count d’Aché, Mefirs Beaudran, d’Aché, 
Genlis, and Tremizoi,  ¢wounded, 

ag men killed upon the fpot, and thrown into the 
fea during the ation, 40 dead of their wounds, 
150 wounded, 


‘The Englith having gone to repair between Cari- 
calle and Negapatnam, and feeking fuccour from 
that fattory, one of their frigates feized a brigan- 
tine of ours, which was fent from the Ifle of, France, 
and to which the Dutch had the weaknefs to refufe 
protection Fortunately, at the time that this news 
was brought to us, we alfo received intelligence of 
a thip bel longing to the Dutch Company paifing in 

ht of Pondicherry, The Diligente was difpatched 
after her, and brought her into the road ; and it was 
refolved that fhe fhould be kept there till the Dutch 
had given fatisfation for the damage done. ‘This 
veffel had @ great quaotity of rigging and provifions 
on board, which were fo much the more valuable to 
us, as we were in fuch extreme want of them. On 
he agth of Augnft, the Englith fleet having fet fail 
rom fone place adjacent to Negapatnam, feemed 
inclined to return to us 5 but it did not eed fur~ 
ther than the height of Fort St, David. We had 
received certain intelligence of the fecret defign of 
M. Pocock, who had prepared five fire fhips to at- 
tack us at anchor. The want of rigging and pro~ 
vifions, which would put the King’s fleet in the 
moft critical fituation, if it were obliged to engage 
tht enemy a third time, determined Count d’ ‘Ache 
tofer off for the Ife of France; and, having in- 
formed M, de Lally, and the Council, of his inten- 
tien, we failed from Pondicherry the 3d of Septem- 
ber, and, after a moft fortunate paffage, arrived on 
the 13th of Oftober at Mauritius. 
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